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THE FIRST BOOK. 

THE beginning of nations, thofe excepted of whom 
(acred books have fpoken, is to this day unknown. 
JN'or only the beginning, but the deeds alfo of many 
fucceeding ages, yea, periods of ages, either wholly un- 
known, or oblbuied and blemilhed with fables. Whe- 
ther it were that the ufe of letters came in long after, 
or were it the violence of barbarous inundations, or 
they themfelvcs at certain revolutions of time, fatally 
decaying, and degenerating into floth and ignorance; 
whereby the monuments of more ancient civility have 
been fome deftroycd, fome loft. Perhaps difefteem and 
contempt of the public affairs then prefent, as not worth 
recording, might partly be in caufe. Certainly ofttimes 
wc fee that wife men, and of beft ability, have forborn 
to write the ads of their own days, while they beheld 
with a juft loathing and difdain, not only how unworthy, 
how pcrverfe, bow corrupt, but often how ignoble, how 
petty, bow below all hiftory the perfons and their adlions 
were; who, either by fortune or fome rude eledion. 
Vol. IV. B had 
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had attained as a fore judgment and ignominy upon 
the land, to have chief fway in managing the common- 
wealth. But that any law, or fuperftition ofourphilo- 
fophers, the Druids, forbad the Britains to write their 
memorable deeds, I know not why any out of Caefar * 
(hould allege : he indeed faith, that their doctrine they 
thought not lawful to commit to letters ; but in moft 
matters elfe, both private and public, among which 
well may hiftory be reckoned, they ufcd the Greek 
tongue; and that the Brit ifli Druids, who taught thofc 
in Gaul| would be ignorant of any language known and 
ufed by their difciples, or fo frequently writing other 
things, and fo inquifitive into higheft, would for want 
of recording be ever children in the knowledge of times 
• and ages, is not likely. Whatever might be the reafon, 
*his we find, that of Britifh affairs, from the firft peopling 
of the ifland to the coming of Julius Csefar, nothing ccr* 
tain, either by tradition, hiftory, or ancient fame, hath 
hitherto been left us. That which we have of oldeft 
feeming, hath by the greater part of judicious antiqua- 
ries been long rejefted for a modern fable. 

Neverthelefs there being others, bcfides the firft fup- 
pofed author, men not unread, nor unlearned in anti- 
iGuity, who admit that for approved ftory, which the 
former explode. for fiftion ; and feeing that ofttimes re- 
lations heretofore accounted fabulous have been after 
found to contain in them many footfteps and reliques of 
Something true, as what we read in poets of the flood, 
and giants little believed, till undoubted witneflts taught 
us, that all was not feigned ; I have therefore determined 
to beftow the telling over even of thefe reputed tales ; 
be it for nothing elle but in favour of our Englifli poets 
and rhetoricians, who by their art will know how to ufe 
them judicioufly, 

1 might alfo produce example, as Diodorus among the 
'Greeks, Livy and others among the Latins, Polydore 
and Virunnius accounted among our own writers. But 
I intend not with controverfies and quotations to delay 
©r interrupt the fmooth courfe of hiftorj' j much lefe to 

* Cef. 1. 6. 

argue 
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argue and debate long who were the firfl. inhabitants, 
with what probabilities, what authorities each opinion 
hath been upheld ; but (hall endeavour that which hi- 
therto hath been needed moft, with plain and Ughtfome 
brevity, to relate well and orderly things worth the 
noting, fo as may' beft inftruft and benefit them that 
read. Which, imploring divine affiftarice, that it may 
redound to his glory, and the good of the Bfitifti nation, 
I now begin. 

THAT the whole earth was inhabited before the flood, 
and to the utmoft point of habitable ground from thofe 
effectual words of God in the creation, may be more 
than conjedturcd. Hence that this ifland alfo had her 
dwellers, her affairs, and perhaps her (lories, even in 
that old world thofe many hundred years, with much 
rcafon we may infer. After the flood, and the difper(ing 
of nations, as they journeyed leifurely from the eaft, 
Gomer the eldeft fon of Japhet, and his offspring, as by 
authorities, arguments, and affinity of divers names is 
generally believed, were the firft that peopled all thefe weft 
and northern climes. But they of our own writers, 
who thought they had done nothing, unlefs with all 
circumftance they tell us when, and who firft fet foot 
upon this ifland, prefume to name out of fabulous and 
counterfeit authors a certain Samothes or Dis, a fourth ' 
or (ixth (on of Japhet, (who they make, about 200 years 
after the flood, to have planted with colonies, firft the 
continent of Celtica or Gaul, and next this ifland ; 
thence to have named it Samothea,) to have reigned 
here, and after him lineally four kings. Magus, Saron, 
Druis, and Bardus. But the forged Berofus, whom only 
thej' have to cite, no where mentions that either he, or 
any of tliofe whom they bring, did ever pafs into Bri- 
tain, or fend their people hither. So that this outlandifli 
figment may eafily excufe our not allowing it the room 
bere fo much as of a Briti(h fable. 

That which follows, perhaps as wide from truth, 
though feeming lefs impertinent, is, that the(e Samo- , 
tbeans under tne reign of Bardus were fubdued by 
Albion, a giant, fon of Neptune ; who called the ifland 
after his own name, and ruled it 44 years. Till at length 
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pafling over into Gaul, in aid of his brother Lcftrygoiij 
againft whom Hercules was hailing out of Spain into 
Italy, he was there flain in fight, and Beigion alfo his 
brother. 

Sure enough we are, that Britain hath been anciently 
termed Albion, both by the Greeks and Romans. And 
Mela, the geographer, makes mention of a ftony fhorc 
in Languedoc, where by report fuch a battle was fought. 
The reft, as his giving name to the ifle, or even landing 
here, depends altogether upon late furmifes. But 'too 
abfurd, and too unconfcionably grofs is that fond inven- 
tion, that wafted hither the fifty daughters of a ftrangc 
Dioclefian king of Syria; brought in, doubt lefs, by fomc 
illiterate pretender to fomething miftaken in the coounon 
poetical ftory of Danaus king of Argos, while his vanity, 
not pleafed with the obfcure beginning which trucft an- 
tiquity affords the nation, laboured to contrive us a pe- 
digree, as he thought, more noble, Thefe daughters b) 
appointment of Danaus on the marriage -night having 
murdered all their hufbands, except Linceus, whom his 
wife's loyalty faved, were by him, at the fuit of his wife 
their fitter, not put to death, but turned out to fea in a 
fhip unmanned ; of which whole fex they had incurred 
the hate : and as the tale goes, were driven on this 
ifland. Where the inhabitants, none but devils, as fomc 
write, or as others, a lawless crey/ left here by Albion^ 
without head or governor, both entertained them, and 
had ilTue by them a fccond breed of giants, who tyran- 
nized the Ifle, till Brutus came. 

The eldeft of thefe dames in their legend they call Al- 

bma; and from thence, for which caule the whole fcenc 

\vas framed, will have the name Albion derived. Incre- 

) dible it may fcem fo fluggifb a conceit fhould prove fb 

ancient, as to be aut honied by the elder Ninnius, reputed 
fo have lived above a thoufand years ago. This I find 
not in him; but that Hiftion, fprung of Japhet, had four 
fons ; Francus, Romanus, Alemannus, and Britto, * of 
* » whom the Bri tains * ; as true, I believe, as that thofc 
other nations, whofe names are refembled, came of the 
other three ; if thefe dreams give not jufl occafion 

•Holliafhed. 
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to call in doubt the book itfelf, which bears that 
title. 

Hitherto the things themfelves have given us a warrant- 
able difpatch to run them foon over. But now of 
Brutus and his line, with the whole progeny of kings, 
to the entrance of Julius Caefar, we cannot fo eafily be 
difcharged; defcents of anceftry, long continued, laws 
and exploits not plainly feeming to be borrowed, or de- 
vifcd, which on the common belief have wrought no 
fmall impreffion ; defended by many, denied utterly by 
few. For what though Brutus, and the whole Trojan 
pretence were yielded up (feeing they who firft devifed 
to bring us from fome noble anceftor, were content at 
firft with Brutus the conful; till better invention, al- 
though not willing to forego the name, taught them ta 
remove it higher into a more fabulous age, and by the 
(ame remove lighting on the Trojan talcs in affedation to 
make the Britain of one original with the Roman, 
pitched there ;) yet thofe old and inborn names of fuc- 
ccffivc kings, never any to have been real perfons, or 
done in their lives at lead fome part of what fo long 
hath been remembered, cannot be thought without too 
ftrict an incredulity. 

For thefe, and thofe caufes above-mentioned, that 
which hath received approbation from fo many, I have 
chofen not to omit. Certain or uncertain, be that upon 
the credit of thofe whom I muft follow j fo far as keeps 
aloof firom impoflible and abfurd, attefled by ancient 
writers from books more ancient, I refufe not, as the 
due and proper fubjeft of ftory. The principal author is 
well known to be Geoffrey of Monmouth ; what he was, 
and whence his authority, who in his age, or before him, 
have delivered the iame matter, and fuch like general 
difcourfes will better (land in a treatife by themfelves. 
All* of them agree in this, that Brutus was the fon of 
Silvius; he of Afcanius; whofe father was Eneas a Trojan 
prince, who at the burning of that city, with his fon 
Afcanius, and a colleded number that efcaped, after 
long wandering on the fea, arrived in Italy. Where at 
kngth by the affiftance of Latinus king of Latium, who 
* Henry of Huntingdon^ Matthew of Weftminfter. 
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had given him his daughter Lavinia, he obtained to fuc- 
ceed in that kingdom, and left it to Afcanius, whofe fon 
Silvius (though Roman hiftories deny SilviuS to be the 
Ion of Afcianius) had married fecretly a niece of Lavinia. 

She being with child, the matter became known to 
Afcanius. Who commanding his " magicians to inquire 
by art, what fex the maid had conceived,** had anfwer, 
" that it was one who (hould be the death of both his pa- 
rents ; and baniflied for the fafl, fhould after all in a far 
country, attain the higheft honour.** The prediction failed 
not, for in travail the mother died. And Brutus (the 
child was fo called) at fifteen years of age, attending his 
father to the chace, with an arrow unfortunately killed 
him. 

Banifhed therefore by his kindred, he retires into 
Greece. Where meeting with the race of Helenus king 
Priam*s fon, held there in fervile condition by Pandrafus 
then king, with them he abides. For Pyrrhus, in re- 
venge of his father flain at Troy, had brought thither 
with him Helenus, and many others into fervitude. 
There Brutus among his own flock fo thrives in virtue 
and in arms, as renders him beloved to kings and great 
captains, above all the youth of that land. Whereby 
the Trojans not only began to hope, but fecretly to 
move him, that he would lead them the way to liberty. 
They allege their numbers, and the promifed l^elp of Af- 
firacus a noble Grcekifli youth, by the mother's fide a 
Trojan ; whom for that caufe his brother went about to 
difpoH'efs of certain caflles bequeathed him by his father. 
Brutus confidering both the forces offered him, and the 
ftrength of thoCe holds, not unwillingly confents. 

Firfl therefore havino; fortified thofe caflles, he with 
Affaracus and ^t he whole multitude betake them to the 
woods and hills, as the fafefl place from whence to ex- 
pollulate; and in the name of all fends to Pandrafus this 
meiTigc, " That the Trojans holding it unworthy their 
ancctlors to ferve in a foreign kingdom, had retreated to 
the woods ; choofing rather a favage life than a flavifh : 
if that difpleafed him, that then with his leave they 
n)it;ht depart to fome other foil.'* 

As this may pafs with good allowance that the Tro- 
jans 
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jam might be many in tbefe parts^ (for Helenus was byt 
Pyrrhus made king of the Chaonians, and the fons of 
Pynrhus by Andromache Heftor's wife, could not but be 
powerful through all Epirus,) fo much the more it may 
be doubted, how thefe Trojans could be thus in bondage^ 
where they had friends and countrymen fo patent. But 
to examine thefe things with diligence, were but to con« 
fute the &bles of Britain, with the fables of Greece or 
Italy: for of this age, what we have to fay, as well con^ 
ceming mod ojcher countries, as this iiland, is equally 
' under queftion. Be how it will, Pandrafus not expedt* 
ing (b bold a meflage from the fons of captives, gathers 
an army.; and marching towards the woods, Brutus 
who had notice of his approach nigh to the town called 
Sparatinum, (I know not what town, but certain of no 
Greek name) over night planting himfelf there with good 
part of his men, fuddenly fcts upon him, and with 
flaughter of the Greeks purfues him to the paflage of a 
river, which mine author names Akalon, meaning [)er- 
haps Achelous or Acheron; where at the ford he over- 
lays them afrefli. This victory obtained, and a fufficient 
ftrength left in Sparatinum, Brutus with Antigonus, the 
king^ brother, and his friend Anacletus, whom he had 
taken in the iight, returns to the refidue of his friends in 
the thick woods; while Pandrafus with all fpeed recoU 
leding, befieges the town. Brutus to relieve his men 
belieged, who earneftly called him, diflrufting the fuffici« 
cncy of his force, betliinks himfelf of this policy. Calls 
to bim Anacletus, and threatening inftant death elfe, both 
to him and his friend Antigonus, enjoins him, that he 
ihould go at the fecond hour of night to the Greekifti 
kagre, and tell the guards he had brought Antigonus by 
ftealth out of prifon to a certain woody vale, unable 
through the weight of his fetters to move him further 
entreating them to come fbeedily and fetch him in. Ana- 
cletus to fave both himlelf and his friend Antigonus^ 
fwears this, and at a fit hour fets on alone toward the 
camp; is met, examined, and at lafl: unqueftionably 
known. To whom, great profeffion of fidelity firft made, 
he firames his tale, as had been taught him; and they 
BOW fuUy aflured, with a credulous rattiite& leaving their 
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ftatioriSy &red accordingly by the ambu(h that there 
awaited them* Fonbwith Brutus divided his men into 
three parts, leads on in (ilence to the camp; command- 
ing firift each part at a feveral place to enter, and forbear 
execution, till he with his fquadron poflefled of the king^s 
tent, gave fignal to them by trumpet. The found whereof 
no fooner heard, but huge havock begins upon the fleep-^ 
ing and unguarded enemy , whom the befieged alfo now 
Tallying forth, on the other fide aflail. Brutus the while 
had fpecial care to feize and iecure the king's perfon; 
whofe hfc ftill within his cuftody, he knew was the lureft 
pledge to obtain what he (hould demand. Day appear* 
ing, he enters the town, there diftributes the king-s 
treafury, and leaving the place better fortified, returns 
with the king his pnfoner to the woods. Straight the 
ancient and grave men be fummons to council, what 
they fhould now demand of the king. 

After long debate Mempricius, one of the graved, ut- 
terly diffuading them from thought of longer ftay in 
Greece, unlefs they meant to be deluded with a fubtle 
peace, and the awaited revenge of thofe whofe friends 
they had flain, advifes ihem to demand firft the king's 
cldeft daughter Innogen in marriage to their leader 
Brutus with a rich dowiy, next (hipping, money, and fit 
provifion for them all to depart the land. 

This refolutionpleafing beft,the king now brought in, 
and placed in a high feat, is briefly told, that on thefe 
conditions granted, he might be free; not granted he 
muft prepare to die. 

PreflTed with fear of death, the king readily yields; 
cfpecially to beftow his daughter on whom he confelTed 
fo noble and fo valiant: offers,. them alfo the third part 
of his kingdom, if they like to flay ; if not, to be their 
hoflage himfelf, till he had made good his word. 

The marriage therefore folemnized, and (hipping from 
all parts got together, the Trojans in a fleet, no lels writ- 
ten than three hundred four and twenty fail, betake them 
to the wide fea: where, with aprofperous courfe, tw6 
days and a night bring them on a certain ifland long bor 
fore difpeopled and left wafte by fearovers, the name 
whereof was then Leogecia, now unknown. They who 

were 
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were fent out to difcover, came at length^ to a ruined 
city, where was a temple and imi^ of Diana that gave 
orades: but not meeting firft or laft, fave wild beafts, 
thejr return with this notice to their (hips; wilhing their 
general would inquire of that oracle what voyage to 

purfue. 

Confultation had, Brutus taking with him Gerion his 
diviner, and twelve of the ancienteft, with wanton cere- 
monies t)efore the inward ftiine of the goddefs, in verfe 
(as it feems the manner was) utters his requeft, " Diva 
potcns nemorum," &c. 

Goddefs of (hades, and huntrefs, who at will 
Walk*ft on the robing fphere, and through the deep 
On thy third reign tne earth look now, and tell 
What land, what feat of reft thou bidd'ft me feek. 
What certain feat, where I may worship thee 
For aye, with temples vow'd, and virgin choirs. 

To whom fleeping before the altar, Diana in a vi(ion 
that niglit thus anlwered, " Brute fub occafu'm folis," &c, 

Brutus, fer to the weft, in th* ocean wide. 
Beyond the realm of Gaul, a land there lies^ 
SL'agirt it lies, where giants dwelt of old. 
Now void it fits thy people j thither bend 
Thy courfe, there (bait thou find a lafting feat, 
There to thy fons another Troy (hall rife^ 
And kings be bom of thee, whofe dreaded might 
Shall awe the world, and conquer nations bold. 

Thefe verfes originally Greek, were put in Latin, faith 
Virunnius, by Gildas a Britilh poet, and him to have ' 
lived under Claudius. Which granted true, adds much 
to the antiquity of this feble; and indeed the Latin 
verfes are much better, than of the age for Geoffrey ap 
Arthur, unlefs perhaps Jofeph of Exeter, the only fmooth 
poet of thofe times, befinended him. In this, Diana over- 
ftot her oracle thus ending, •* Ipfis totius terrse fubditus 
orbis erit," That t9 the race of Brute kings of this illand, 
tlie whole earth (hall be fubjefk. 

But Brutus ^idcd now, as he thought by divine con- 
dad, fpeeds huB towards the weft; and alter fome en- 
counters 



i6 "the ajlary of JBjiglMd. Book L 

counters on the Afric fide^ arrives at a place on the Tyr- 
rhene fea; where he happens to find the race of thofe Tro- 
jans, who with Antenor came into Italy ; and Corineus a 
man much famed, was their chief: though by furer au* 
thors it be reported, that thofe Trojans with Antenor 
were feated on the other fide of Italy, on the Adriatic, not 
the Tyrrhene fhore. But thefe joining company, and 
paft the Herculean Pillars, at tlie mouth of Ligeris in 
Aquitania caft anchor: where after fome difcovery made 
of the place, Corineus, hunting nigh the fhore with his 
men, is by mefTengers of the king GolSarius Pi&us met» 
and queflioned about his errand there. Who not an- 
(wering to their mind, Imbertus, one of them, lets fly an 
arrow at Corineus, which he avoiding, flays him : and 
the Piftavian himfelf hereupon levying his whole force, 
is overthrown by Brutus, and Corineus; who with the 
fcattle-axe which he was wont to manage againfl the 
Tyrrhene giants, is faid to have done marvels. But 
GofTarius having drawn to his aid the whole country of 
Gaul, at that time governed by twelve kings, puts his 
fortune to a fecond trial ; wherein the Trojans, overborn 
by multitude, are driven back, and befieged in their own 
camp, which by good forefight was flrongly fituate. 
Whence Brutus unexpeftedly ifTuing out, and Corineus 
in the mean while, whofe device it was, aflaulting theni 
behind from a wood, where he had conveyed his men 
the night before: the Trojans are again viftors, but with 
the lofs of Turon a valiant nephew of Brutus: whofe 
a(hcs, left in that place, gave name to tlie city of Tours,, 
built there by the Trojans. Brutus finding now his 
powers much lefTened, and this yet not the place foretold 
him, leaves Aquitain, and, with an eafy courfe arriving. 
at Totnefs in Devonlhire, quickly perceives here to be 
the promifed end of his labours. 

Tlie ifland, not yet Britain but Albion, was in a man<» 
ner defert and inhofpitable; kept only by a remnant of 
giants, whofe exceffivc force and tyranny had confumed 
the refl. Them Brutus deftroys, and to his people divides 
the land, which with fome reference to his own name he 
tlienccforth calls Britain. To Corineus, Cornwal, as now 
we call it, fell by lot; the rather by him liked, for that 
5 -the 
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the hugeft giants in rocks and caves were faid to lurk ftill 
there ; which kind of monfters to deal with was his old 
ezercife. 

And here with leave befpoken to recite a grand fable» 
though dignified by our beft poets: while Brutus, on a 
certain feftival day folemnly kept on that fliore, where 
he firil landed, was with the people in great jollity' and 
mirth, a ere w^ of thefe favages breaking in upon them^ 
began on a fudden another fort of game, than at fuch a 
meeting was expeded. But at length by many bands 
overcome, Goemagog the hugeft, in height twelve cubits, 
is referved alive, that with him Corineus, who defircd 
nothing more might try his (Irength; whom in a wreftle 
the giant catching aloft, with a terrible hug broke three 
of bis ribs: neverthelefs Corineus enraged, heaving him 
up by main force, and on his ihoulders bearings him to 
the next high rock, threw him headlong, all (battered, 
into the (ea, and left his name on the cliff, called ever 
fince Langoemagog, which is to fay, the giant's leap. 

After this, Brutu$ in a chofen place builds TrojaNova, 
changed in time to Trinovantum, now London: and 
began to enad laws; Heli being then high pried in 
Judsea: and having governed tlie whole ifle twenty*four 
years, died, and was buried in his new Troy. His three 
ions, Locrine, Albanad, and Camber, divide* the land by 
content. Locrine had the middle part Lcegria; Camber 
poflefled Cambria, or Wales; Albanadt, Albania, now 
Scotland. But he in the end by Humber king of the 
Hunds, who with a fleet invaded that land, was ilain in 
fight, and his people drove back into Locgria. Locrine 
and his brother go out againft Humber; who now march- 
ing onward, was by them defined, and in a river drown* 
cd, which to this day retains his name. Among the 
fpoils of his camp and navy, were found certain young 
maids, and Eftrildis above the reft, paffing fair, the 
daughter of « king in Germany; from whence Humber; 
as he went wafting the fea coaft, had led her captive: 
whom Locrine, though before contrafted to the daughter 
of Corineus, refolves to marry. But being forced and 
threatened by Corineus, whofe authority and power he 
feared, Guendolen the daughter he yeilds to marry, but 

in 
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in fecret loves the other: and oft-times retiring, as to (bme 
private facrifice, through vaults and paflages made under 
ground, and feven years thus enjoying her, had by her 
a daughter equally fair, whofe name was Sabra. But 
when once his fear was off by the death of Corineus, not 
content with fecret. enjoyment, divorcing Guendolen, he 
makes E&rildes now his queen. Quendolen, all in rage^ 
departs, into Cornwal, where Madan, the fon (he had by 
Locrine, was hitherto brought up by Corineus his grand- 
&ther. And gathering an army of her father's friends 
and fubjeds, gives battle to her hufband by the river 
Sture; wherein Locrine, (hot with an arrow, ends his 
life. But not fo ends the fury of Guendolen; for 
Eftrildis, and her daughter Sabra, (he throws into a 
river : and, to leave a monument of revenge, proclaims 
that the ftream be thenceforth called after the damfel's 
name ; which, by length of time, is changed now to Sa- 
brina, or Severn. 

Fifteen years (he governs in behalf of her fon ; then 
refigning to him at age, retires to her father's dominion. 
This, (aith my author, was in the days of Samuel. Ma- 
dan hath the praife to have well and peacefully ruled the 
fpace of forty years, leaving behind him two fons, Mem- 
pricious, and Malim. Mempricius Jhad firft to do with 
the ambition of his brother, afpiring to (hare with him 
in the kingdom; whom therefore, at a meeting to com- 
pofe matters, with a treachery, which his cau(e needed 
not, he flew. 

Nor was he better in the fole poflTeflSon, whereof fo ill 
he could endure a partner, killing his nobles, and thofe 
efpecially next to fucceed him ; till laftly, given over to 
unnatural lufl, in the twentieth of his reign, hunting in a 
foreft, he was devoured by wolves. 

His fon Ebranc, a man of mighty ftrength and ftature, 
reigned forty years. He firft, after Brutus, wafted Gaul; 
and returning rich and profperous, builded Caerebraac, 
now York ; in Albaniia, Alclud, Mount Agned, or the 
Caftle of Maidens, now Edinburgh, He had twenty 
Ions and thirty daughters by twenty wives. His daugh- 
ters he fent to Silvius Alba into . Italy, who beftowed 
them on his peers of the Trojan line. His fons, under 

the 
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the leading of Aflaracus their brother, won them lands 
and Hgniories in Germany; thence called from thefe 
brethren, Germania ; a derivation too haftily fuppofed, 
perhaps before the word Germanus, or the Latin tongue 
was in uie. Some who have defcribed Henault, as Ja^ 
cobus Bergomas, and Laflabeus, are cited to affirm, that 
Ebranc, in his war there, was by Brunchildis, lord of 
Henault, put to the worfe. 

Brutus, therefore, fumamed Greenfhield, fucceeding, 
to repair his father's lofies, as the fame LeiTabeus reports, 
fought a fecond battle in Henault, with Brunchild, at the 
mouth of Scaidis, and encamped on the river Hania. 
Of which our Spencer alfo thus iings: 

Ixt Scaidis tell, and let tell Hania, 
And let the marfh of Eflhambruges tell 
What colour were their waters that fame day. 
And all the moor 'twixt Elverfliam and Dell, 
With blood of Hcnalois, which therein fell; 
How oft that day did fad Brunchildis fee 
The Greenfliield dyed in dolorous vermeil, &c. 

But Henault, and Brunchild, and Greenfliield, ieem 
never names than for a ftory pretended thus ancient. 

Him fucceeded Leil, a maintainer of peace and equity ; 
but flackened in his latter end, whence arofe fome civil 
difcord. He built, in the North, Cairleil* ; and in the 
days of Solomon. 

Rudhuddibras, or Hudibras, appeafing the commo- 
tions which his father could not, founded Caerkeynt or 
Canterbury, Caerguent or Winchefter, and Mount Pala- 
dur, now Septonia or Shaftefljury : but this by others is 
contradiffled. 

Bladud his fon built Caerbadus or Bath, and tho(e 
medicinal waters he dedicated to Minerva; in whole 
temple there he kept fire continually burning, I le was 
a man of great invention, and taught necromancy ; till 
having made him wings to fly, he fell down upon the 
temple of Apollo in Trinovant, and fo died after twenty 
years reign. 

Hitherto, {torn &ther to fon, the dire^ line hath run 

• Called now Carliflt. 
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on : but Leir, who next reigned, had only three datigh<» 
ters^ and no male iflue ; governed laudibly, and built 
Caerleir, now Leiceftcr, on the bank of Sora. But at 
laft^ Calling through age, he determines to beflow his 
daughters, and fo among them to divide his kingdom* 
Yet firft, to try which of them loved him bed, (a trial 
that might have made him, had he known as wifely how 
to try, as he feemed to know how much the trying be- 
hooved him) he refolves a fimple refolution, to afk them 
folemnly in order; and which of them (hould profefs 
largeftj.hcr to believe. Gonorill the eldeft, apprehend- 
ing too well her father's weaknefs, makes anfwer, in^ 
voking Heaven, " That (he loved him above her foul.** 
^* Therefore^" quoth the old man, overjoyed, " fince 
thou fo honoured my declining age, to thee and the 
* hufband whom thou (halt choofe, I give the third part 
of my realm." So fair a fpeeding, for a few words foon 
uttered, was to Regan, the fecond, ample inftruftion 
what to fay. She, on the fame demand, fpares no pro- 
tefting ; and the Gods mull witnefs, that otherwife to 
exprels her thoughts (he knew not, but that " She loved 
him above all creatures;" and fo receives an equal re- 
ward with her (ifter. But Cordeilla, the youngcft 
though hitherto bcft beloved, and now before her eyes 
the rich and prelent hire of a little eafy foothing, the 
danger alfo, and the lofs likely to betide plain dealing, 
yetiuoves not from the folid purpofe of a fincere and 
virtuous anfwer. " Father," (aith (he, " my love to- 
wards you is as my duty bids : what (hould a father (eek, 
what can a child promife more? They, who pretend 
beyond this, flatter.** When the old man, (brr)' to hear 
this, and wilhing her to recall thofc words, per(ifted 
alking; with a loyal fadnefs at her father*s infirmity, 
but iomething, on the fudden> hardi, and glancing rather 
at her (ifters than fpeaking her own mind, " Two ways 
only," faith (he, " I have to anfwer what you require 
me : the former, your command is, I (hould recant ; ac- 
cept then this other which is left me ; look how piuch 
you have, fo much is your value, and fo much I love 
you.** " Then hear thou,** quoth Leir, now all in paf- 
fion, " what thy ingratitude hath gained thee ; becaufc 

thou 
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thou haft not reverenced thy aged father equal to thy 
fifters, part in my kingdom, or what elfe is mine, reckon 
to have none." And, without del^y, gives ininarri^e 
his other daughters, Gonorill to Maglaunus di^ke of Al- 
bania, Regan to Henninus duke of Cornwal ; with them 
in prefent half his kingdom ; the fed to follow at his 
death. In the mean while, fame was not fparing to di«- 
Tulge the wifdom and other graces of Cordeilla, info* 
much that Aganippus, a great kin^ in Gaul (however 
he came by his Greek name, not found in any r^ifter 
of French kings) feeks her to wife; and nothing altered 
at the lofs of her dowry, receives her gladly in fuch 
manner as fhe was fent him. After this king Leir, more 
and more drooping with years, became an «eafy prey to 
his daughters, and their hufbands ; who now, by daily 
encroachment, had feized the whole kingdom into their 
hands : and the old king is put to fojourn with his elded 
daughter attended only by threefcore knights. But 
they in a (hort white grudged at, as too numerous and 
diforderly for continual guefts,. aje reduced to thirty. 
Not brooking that affront, the old' king betakes him to 
his fecond daughter: but there alfo, diicord foon ariiing 
between the fervants of differing matters in one family, 
five only are fufiered to attend him. Then back again 
he returns to the other; hoping that die his elded 
could not but have more pity on his gray hairs : but 
(he now refufes to admit him, unlefs he be content with 
one only of his followers. At lad the remembrance of 
his younged, Cordeilla, comes to his thoughts; and 
now acknowledging how true her words had been, 
though with little hope from whom he had fo injured, 
be it but to pay her the lad recompcnfe fhe can have 
from him, his confeflion of her wife forewarning, that 
fo periups his mifery, the proof and experiment of her 
wifdom, might fomething loften her, he takes his jour- 
ney into France. Now mi^ht be feen a difference be- 
tween the filent, or downright fpoken affedion of fome 
children to their parents, and the talkative obfequiouf* 
ncfe of others; while the hope of inheritance overalls 
them, and on the tongue's end enlarges their duty. Cor<- 
dcilla, out of mere love, without the fufpicion of ex- 
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pefted reward, at the meflage only of her &ther in dif« 
trefs, pours forth true filial tears. And not enduring 
either that her own, or any other eye (hould fee him in 
fuch forlorn condition as his meflenger declared, dif* 
crcetly appoints one of her trufted fervants firft to con- 
vey him privately towards fome good featown,. there to 
array htm, bathe him, cheri(h him, furniffa him with 
iiich attendance and ftate as befeemed his dignity ; that 
then, as from his firil landing, he might fend word of 
his arrival to her hu(band Aganippus. Which done, 
with all mature and requifite contrivance, Cordeilla^ 
with the king her hufband, and all the barony of his 
realm, who then firft had news of his paffing the fea, go 
out to maet him; and after all honourable and joy*- 
fill entertainment, Aganippus, as to his wife's father, 
and his royal gueft, lurrenders him, during his abode 
there, the power and difpofal of his whole dominion : 
permitting his wife Cordeilla to go with an army, and 
fet her father upon his throne, w herein her piety fo 
profpered, as that (he vanauifiied her impious fillers, 
with thofe dukes; and Leir again, as faith the flory, 
three years obtained the crown. To whom, dying, Cor- 
deilla, with all regal folemnities, gave burial in the town 
of Leicefter : and then, as right heir fucceeding, and her 
hufband dead, ruled the land five years in peace. Until 
Marganus and Ciinedagius, her two fitters fons, not bear- 
ing that a kingdom (hould be governed by a woman, in 
the unfeafonableft time to raife that quarrel againft a wo- 
man fo worthy, make war againft her, depofe her, and 
impri(bn her; of which impatient, and now long unex- 
crcifcd to lufFer, (lie there, as is related, killed herfelf. 
The viftors between them- part the land; but Marganus, 
the eldeifl: fitter's fon, who held, by agreement, from the 
north fide of Humber to Cathnefs, incited by tho(e 
about him, to invade all as his own right, wars on Cu- 
nedagius, who Ibon met him, overcame, and overtook 
him in a town of Wales, where he left his life, and ever 
fince his name to the place. 

Cunedagius was now iole king, and governed with 
much praiie many years, abovit the time when Rome 
was buUt. 

Him 
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Him fucceeded Rivallo his fon, wife alfo and fortu- 
nate; /ave what they tell us of threfc days raining blood, 
and fwarnls of dinging flies, whereof men died. In 
order then Gurguftius, Jago or Lago, his nephew; Sifi- 
lius, Kinmarcus. Then Gorbogudo, whom others name 
G(»'bodego, and Gorbodion, who had two fons, Ferrex 
and Porrex. They, in the old age of their father, fall-^ 
ing to contend who (hould fuccced, Porrex, attempting 
by treachery his brother's life, drives him into France; 
and in his return, though aided with the force of that 
country, defeats and flays him. But by his mother Vi- 
dena, who lefs loved him, is himfclf, with the afliftance 
of her women, foon after flain in his bed: with whom 
ended, as is thought, the line of Brutus. Whereupon 
the whole Iknd, with civil broils, was rent into five king-;- 
doms, long time waging war each on other; and fome 
fay fifty years. At length Dunwallo Molmutius, the fon 
of Clotcn king of Cornwal, one of the forefaid five, ex- 
celling in valour and goodlinefs of perfon, after his fa- 
ther's deceafe, found means to reduce again the whole 
ifland into a monarchy; fubduing the refl: at opportu- 
nities. Firft, Ymner king of Loegria, whom he flew; 
then Rudaucus of Cambria, Staterius of Albania, confe- 
derate together. In which fight Dunwallo is reported, 
while the viftory hung doubtful, to have ufed this art. 
He takes with him 600 ftout men, bids them put on the 
armour of their flain enemies; and fo unexpeftedly ap- 
proaching the fquadron, where thofe two kings had 
placed themfelves in fight, from that part which they 
thought fecurefl:, aflfaults and difpatches them. Then dif 
playing his own enfigns, which before he had concealed, 
and fending notice to the other part of his army what 
was done, adds to them new courage, and gains a final 
viftory. This Dunwallo was the firft in Britian that 
wore a crown of gold ; and therefore by fome reputed 
the firft king. He eftabliflied the Molmutine laws, fa- 
mous among the Englifli to this day; written long after 
in Latin by Gildas, and in Saxon by king Alfred : fo 
&ith Geoffrey, but Gildas denies to have known aught 
of the Britains before Csefar; much lefs knew Alfred. 
Thefe laws, whoever made them, beftowed on temples 

Vol.. IV. C the 



1.8 T:he Hiftory of England. Bcx)k L 

the privilege of fanftuary; to cities alfo, and the ways 
thither leading, yea to plows granted a kind of like re- 
fuge; and made fuch riddance of thieves and robbers, 
that all paffages were fafe. Forty years he governed 
alone, and was buried nigh to the Temple of Concord ; 
which he, to the memory of peace reftored, had built in 
Trinovant. 

His two fons, Belinus and Brennus, contending about 
the crown, by decifion of friends, came at length to an 
accord: Brennus to have the north of Humber, Belinus 
the fovereignty of all. But the younger not long fo 
contented, that he, as they whi(pered to him, whofe 
valour had fo oft repelled the invafions of Ceulphus the 
Morine duke, Qiould now be fubjeft to his brother, 
upon new defign fails into Norway; entersT league and 
affinity with Elfing that king: which Belinus perceiving, 
in his abfence difpoffeffes him of all the north. Brennus, 
with a fleet of Norwegians, makes towards Britain; but 
encountered by Guithlac, the Danilh king, who, laying 
claim to his bride, purfued him on the fea, his hade was 
retarded, and he bereft of his fpoufe; who, from the 
fight, by a fudden tempeft, was with the Danifh king 
driven on Northumberland, and brought to Belinus. 
Brennus, neverthclefs, finding means to recollect his 
navy, lands in Albania, and gives battle to his brother 
in the wood Calaterium; but lofing the day, cfcapcs 
with one fingle fhip into Gaul. Mean while the Dane, 
upon his own offer to become tributary, fent home with 
his new prize, Belinus returns his thoughts to the admi- 
niftering of jufticc, and the perfefting of his father's law. 
\nd to explain what highways might enjoy the forefaid 
privileges, he caufed to be drawn out and paved four 
main roads to the utmoft length and breadth of the 
ifland, and two others athwart; which are lince attri- 
buted to the Romans. Brennus, on the other fide, foii- 
citing to his aid the kings of Gaul, happens at laft on 
Seginus duke of the Allobroges; where his worth, and 
comelinefsof perfon, won him the duke's daughter and 
heir. In whofe right he fliortly fucceeding, and, by ob- 
tained leave, pafling with a great hoft through the length 
of Gaul, gets footing once again in Britain. Now was 
1 1 Belinus 
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Belinus unprepared : and now the battle ready to join^ 
Conuvenna, the mother of them both, all in a fright, 
throws lierfelf between ; and calling earneftly to Brennu$ 
her fon, whofe abfence had fo long deprived her of his 
fight, after enlbracements ,and tears, aflails him with 
fuch a motherly power, and the mention of things fb 
dear and reverend, a3 irrefiftibly wrung from him all his 
enmity againft Belinus. 

Then are hands joined, reconciliation made firm, and 
couniel held to turn their united preparations on foreign 
parts. Thence that by thefe two all Gallia was overrun^ 
the ftory tells; and what they did in Italy, and at Rome, 
(if thele be they, and not Gauls, who took that city) 
the Roman authors can bed relate. So far from home 
I undertake not for the Monmouth Chronicle; which 
here, againft the ftream of hiftory, carries up and down 
thefe brethren, now into Germany, then again to Rome, 
purfuing Gabius and Porfena, two unheard of conluls. 
Thus much is more generally believed, that both this 
Brennus, and another famous captain^ Britomarus, 
whom the epitomift Florus and others mention, were 
not Gauls, but Britains; the name of the firft in that 
tongue fignifying a king, and of the other a great Bri- 
tain. However, Belinus, after a while, returning home^ 
the reft of his days ruled in peace, wealth, and honour, 
above all his predeceflbrs; building fome cities, of which 
one was Caerofe upon Ofca, fince Caerlegion; beautify- 
ing others, as Trinovant, with a gate, a haven, and a 
tower, on the Thames, retaining yet his name; on the 
top whereof his a(hes are (aid to have been laid up in a 
golden urn. 

After bim Gurguntius Barbirus was king, mild and 
juft; but yet, inheriting his father's courage, he fubdued 
the Dacian, or Dane, who refufed to pay the tribute • 
covenanted to Belinus for his enlargement. In his re- 
turn, finding about the Orkneys thirty ftiips of Spain, 
or Bifcay, fraught with men and women for a planta- 
tion, whofe captain alfo Bartholinus, wrongfully b^ilhed, 
as he pleaded, befougbt him that fome part of his terri- 
tory might be affigned them to dwell in, he fent with 
them certain of bis gwA men to Ireland^ which then lay 
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unpeopled, and gave them that ifland, to hold of him as 
in homage. He was buried in Caerlegion, a city which 
he had walled about. 

Gaitheline his fon is alfo remembered as a juft and 
good prince; and his wife Martia to have excelled io 
much in wifdom, as to venture upon a new inftitution 
" of laws: Which king Alfred tranflating, called Marchen 
Leage; but more truly thereby is meant the Mercian law, 
not tranflated by Alfred, but digefted ot incorporated 
with the Weft-Saxon. In the mmority of her fon (he 
had the rule; and then, as may be fuppofed, brought 
forth thefe laws, not herfelf, for laws are mafculine 
births, but by the advice of her lageft counfellors; and 
therein (he might do virtuoufly, (ince it befel her to fup- 
ply the nonage of her fon; elle nothing more awry from 
the law of God and nature, than that a woman (hould 
give laws to men. 

Her fon Sililius coming to years, received the rule : 
then, in order, Kimarus; then Danius, or Elanius, his 
brother. Then Morindus, his fon by Tangueftela, a con- 
cubine, who is recorded a man of exceffive ftrength, 
valiant, liberal, and fair of afpeft, but immanely cruel ; 
not (paring, in his anger, enemy or friend, if any weapon 
were in his hand. A certain, king of the Morines, or 
Picards, invaded Northumberland f whofe army this king, 
though not wanting fufficient numbers, chiefly by his 
own prowefs overcame; but di(honoured his viftory by 
the cruel u&ge of his prifoners, whom his own hands, or 
others in his prefence, put all to feveral deaths: well fit- 
ted to fuch a beftial cruelty was his end ; for hearing of 
a huge monfter, that from the Irifh fea infefted the coaft, 
and, in the pride of his ftrength, foolilhly attempting to 
fet manly valour againft a brute vaftnefs, when his wea- 
pons were all in vain, by that horrible mouth he was 
catched up and devoured. 

Gorbonian, the eldeft of his five fons, than whom a 
jufter man lived not in his age, was a great builder of 
temples, and ^ve to all what was their due: to his Gods, 
devout worlhip ; to men of defert, honour and prefer- 
ment ; to the commons, encouragement in their labours 
and trades, defence and proted^on from injuries and op- 

preifions^ 
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preffions ; fo that the land flouriflied above her neigh- 
bours ; violence and wrong feldom was heard of. His 
death was a general lofs : he was buried in Trinovant; 

Archigallo, the fecond brother, followed not his ex- 
ample ; butdepreffed the ancient nobility ; and, by peel- 
ing the wealthier fort, fluffed his treafury, and took the 
right way to be dcpofed. 

Elidure, the next brother, furnamed the Pious, was 
fet up in his place: a mind fo noble, and fo moderate, as 
almofl is incredible to have been ever found. For, hav- 
ing held the f'ceptre five years, hunting one day in the 
forefl of Calater, he chanced to meet his depofed bro- 
ther, wandering in a mean condition ; who had been 
long in vain beyond the feas, importuning foreign aids 
to his reflorcment ; and was now, in a poor habit, with 
only ten foUowei-s, privately returned to find fubfiflence 
among his fecret friends. At the unexpefted fight of 
him, Elidure himfelf alfo then but thinly accompanied, 
runs to him with open arms; and, after many dear and 
finccrc welcomings, conveys him to the city Alclud; 
there hides him in his own bedchamber. Afterwards 
feigning himfelf fick, fummons all his peers, as about 
greatcfl affairs; where admitting them one by one, as if 
his weaknefs endured not the diflurbance of more at 
once, caufes them, willing or unwilling, once more to 
fivear allegiance to Archigallo. Whom, after reconci- 
liation made on all fides, he leads to York ; and, from his 
own head, places the crown on the head of his brother. 
Who thenceforth, vice itfelf difTolving in him, and for- 
getting her firmefl hold, with the admiration of a deed 
lb heroic, became a true converted man; ruled worthily 
ten years, died, and was buried in Caerleir. Thus was 
a brother faved by a brother, to whom love of a crown, 
the thing that fo often dazzles and vitiates mortal meh, 
for which thoufands of nearefl blood have deflroyed each 
other, was in refpedt of brotherly dearnefs, a contemp- 
tible thing. 

Elidure now in his own behalf re-afTumes the govern- 
ment, and did as was worthy fuch a man to do. When 
Providence, that fo great a virtue might want no fort of 
trial to make it more illuflrious^ ^ftirs up Vigenius and 

c 3 Pcredure, 
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Peredure, his youngeft brethren, againft him who had 
deferved fo nobly of that relation, as leaft of all by a 
brother to be injured. Yet him they defeat, him they 
imprlfon in the tower of Trinovanl, and divide his king- 
dom; the North to Peredure, the South to Vigenius. 
After wbofe death Peredure obtaining ail, fo much the 
|)etter ufed his power, by how much the worfe he got 
it ! fo that Elidure now is hardly miffed. . But yet, in 
all rig'it owing to his elder the due place whereof he had 
deprived him, fate would that he (hould die firft : and 
Eiidure, after many years imprifonment, is now the 
third time fcated on the throne; which at laft he en- 
joyed long in peace, finilhing the interrupted courfe of 
his mild and juft reigii, as full of virtuous deeds as days 
to his end. 

After thefe five fons of Morindus, fucceeded alfo their 
fons in order. * Regin of Gorbonian, Marganus of 
Archigallo, both good kings. But Enniaunus, his bro- 
ther, taking other courfes, was after fix j^ars depofed. 
Then Idwallo, taught by a near example, governed fo- 
berly. Then Runno, then Geruntius, he of Peredure, 
this laft the fon of Elidure. From whofe loins (for that 
likely is the durable and furviving race that fprings of 
juft progenitors) iffued a long defcent of kings, whofe 
names only for many fucceffions, without other me- 
mory, ftand thus regiftered : Catellus, Coillus, Porrcx, . 
Cherin, and his three fons, Fulgenius, Eldadus, and An- 
dragius, his fon Urianus ; Eliud, Eledaucus, Clotenus, 
Gurguntius, Merianus, Bleduno, Capis, Oenus, Sifillius ; 
twenty kings in a continued row, that either did no- 
thing, or lived in ages that wrote nothing ; at Icaft, a foul 
prctermiflion in the author of this, whether ftory or 
table ; himfclf weary, as feems, of his own tedious tale. 

But to make amends for this filence, Blegabredus next 
fuccceding, is recorded to have excelled all before him 
in the art of mufick ; opportunely, had he but left us 
one fong of his twenty predeceffors doings. 

Yet after him nine more fucceeded in name; his bro- 
ther Arcbimailus^ Eldol, Eedion> Rederchius, Samulius, 

* Matth. WefliiL 

Peniffcl, 
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Pcniflel, Pir, Capoirus ; but Cliguellius, with the addi- 
tion of modeft, wife, and juft. 

His fon Hcli reigned forty years, and had three fons^ 
Lud, Caflibelan, and Nennius. This Heli feems to be 
the fame whom Ninnius, in his Fragment, calls Minocan; 
for him he writes to be the father of Caflibelan. Lud 
was he who enlarged and walled about Trinovant ; there 
kept his court, made it the prime city, and called it 
from his own name Caerlud, or Lud's town, now Lon- 
don. Which, as is alleged out of Gildas, became matter 
of great dilTcnfion betwixt hiniand his brother Nennius; 
who took it heinoufly that the name of Troy, their an^ 
cient country, fhould be aboliflied for any new one. Lud 
was hardy, and bold in war; in peace, a jolly feafter. 
He conquered many iflands of the fea, faith Huntingdon*, 
and was buried by the gate, which from thence we call 
Ludgate f . His two fons, Androgcus and Tenuantius, 
were left to the tuition of Caflibelan ; whofe bounty and 
high demeanour fo wrought with the common people, 
as got him eafily the kingdom transferred upon himfelf. 
He neverthelefs, continuing to favour and fupport his 
nephews, confers freely upon Androgeus London with 
Kent ; upon Tenuantius, Cornwal ; referving a fupe- 
riority both over them, and all the other princes to him- 
Iclf, till the Romans for awhile circumicribed his power. 
Thus far, though leaning only on the credit of GeofTrey 
Monmouth, and his aflTcrtors, I yet, for the fpecitied 
caufes, have thought it not beneath my purpofc to re- 
late what I found. Whereto I neither obl.ge the belief 
of other perfon, nor overhaftily iubfcribe mine own. 
Nor have I ftood with others computing or c*.'llating 
years arni chronologies, left I fliould be vainly curious 
about the time and circumftance of things, whereof the 
fubftance is fo much in doubt. By tiiis time, like one 
who had fet out on his way by night, and travelled 
through a region of fmooth or idle dreams, our hiftory 

• Huntingd, Li. f Vcrftegan denirs thi« ; and Tays it 

was called fo by the Saxons, from Lud, in our ancien: language. :cv.p!e, 
lod gate, quafi porta populi\ of all the eatcs of the city, thit having i>ie 
greated paflage of people ; efpecially before Newgate was boLi, which 
Wi« about the reign ot Henry II. 

c 4 now 
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now arrives on the confines, where daylight and truth 
meet us with a clear dawn, reprefenting to our view, 
though at a far diftancc, true colours and (hapes. 
For albeit Csefar, whofe authority we are now firft to 
follow, wanted not who taxed him of mifreprefenting in 
his Commentaries, yea in his civil war againft Pompey, 
much more, may we think, in the Britilh affairs, of 
whofe little fkill in writing he did not eafily hope 
to be contradicted ; yet now, in fuch variety of good 
authors, we hardly can mifs, from ope hand or other 
to be fufficiently informed, as of things paft fb long 
ago. But this will better be referred to a fecond dil« 
courfe. 



THIS END OF THE FIRST BOOK. 
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HISTORY OF BRITAIN. 



THE SECOND BOOK. 

AM now to write of what befel tkc Britains from 
fifty and three years before the birth of our Saviour, 
when firft the Romans came in, till the decay and ceafing 
of that empire; a ftory of much truth, and for the firft ' 
hundred years and fomewhat more, coUefted without 
much labour. So many and fo prudent were the writers, 
which thofc two, the civilest and the wifeft of European 
nations, both Italy and Greece, afforded to the aftions of 
that puiflant city. For worthy deeds are not often def- 
titutc of worthy relaters : as by a certain fate, great adts 
and great eloquence have moft commonly gone hand in 
hand, equalling and honouring each other in the fame 
ages. It is true, that in obfcureft times, by Ihallow and 
unfkilful writers, the indiftindt noife of many battles and 
devaftations of many kingdoms, overrun and loft, hath 
come to our ears. For what wonder, if in all ages am- 
bition and the love of rapine hath ftirred up greedy and 
violent men to bold attempts in wafting ar\d ruining 
wars, which to pofterity have left the work of wild 
bcafts and deftroyers, ra'ther than the deeds and monu- 
ments of men and conquerors ? But he whofe juft and 
true valour ufes the neceflity of war and dominion not 
to deftroy, but to prevent deftrudtion, to bring in liberty 
againft tyrants, law and civility among barbarous na* 
tions, knowing that when he conquers all things elfe, he 
cannot conquer Time or Detraftion, wifely confcious of 
this his want as well as of his worth not to be forgotten 
or concealed, honours and hath recourfe to the aid of 
eloquence, his friendlieft and beft fupply; by whofe im- 
mortal record his noble deeds, which elfe were tranfi- 
tory, become fixed and durable againft the force of years 
and generations, he fails not to continue through all pof- 
terity. 
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terity, over Envy, Death, and Time alfo vidorious. 
Therefore when the efteem of fcience and liberal 
ftudy waxes low in the commonwealth, we may pre- 
fume that alfo there all civil virtue, and worthy aftion 
is grown as low to a decline : and then eloquence as it 
were conforted in the fame deftinv, with the decreafe and 
fall of virtue, corrupts alfo and fades ; at leaft refigns her 
office of relating to illiterate and frivolous hiflorians, 
luch as the perfons themfelves both deferve^ and are befl 
pleafed with ; whilft they want either the underflanding 
to choofe better, or the innocence to dare invite the exa- 
mining, and fearching flyle of an intelligent and faithful 
writer to the furvcy of their unfound exploits, better 
befriended by obfcurity than fame. As for thefe, the 
only authors we have of BritiQi matters, while the power 
of Rome reached hither, (for Gildas affirms that of the 
Roman times no Britifh writer was in his days extant, or 
if any were, either burnt by enemies or tranfported with 
fuch as fled the Piftifh and Saxon invafions) thefe there- 
fore only Roman authors there be, who in the Latin 
tongue have laid together as much, and perhaps more 
than was requifite to a hiftory of Britain, So that were 
it not for leaving an unfightly gap fo near to the begin- 
ning, I (hould have judged this labour, wherein fo Uttle 
feems to be required above tranfcription, almoft fuper- 
fiuous. Notwithftanding fince I muft through it, if 
aught by diligence may be added or omitted, or by 
other difpofing may be more explained or more ex- 
prefTed, I (hall aiTay. 

Julius Csefar (of whom, and of the Roman free ftate 
more than what appert /ns, is not here to be difcourlcd) 
having fubdued molt part of Gallia, which by a potent 
faction he had obtained of the fenate as his province for 
many years, itirred up with a defire of adding flill more 
glory to his name, and the whole Roman empire to his 
ambition ; fome * fay, with a far meaner and ignobler, 
the defire of Britifh pearls, whofe bignefs he delighted to 
balance in his hand ; determines, and that upon no unjuft 
pretended occafion, to try his force in the conquefl alfo 
of Britain. For he underflood that the Britains in mofl 
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of his Gallian wars had fent fupplies againft him ; had 
received fugitives of the Bellovaci his enemies ; and were 
called over to aid the cities of xVrmorica, which had the 
year before confpired all in a new rebellion. Therefore 
Csefar *, though now the fummer well nigh ending, and 
the feafon unagreeable to tranfport a war, yet judged it 
would be great advantage, only to get enti"ance into the 
ifle, knowledge of men, the places, the ports, the accefles ; 
which then, it feems, were even to the Gauls our neigh- 
bours almoft unknown. For except merchants and tra- 
ders, it is not oft t, faith he, that any ufe to travel 
thither ; and to thole that do, belides the feacoaft, and 
the ports next to Gallia, nothing elfe is known. But 
here I muft require, as PoUio did, the diligence, at leaft 
the memory of Caviar : foi if it were true, as they of 
Rbemcs told liim, that Divitiacus, not long before a 
puiflant king of the Soilibns, had Britain alfo under his 
command, befidcs the Belgian colonies which he affirms 
to have named, and peopled many provinces there; if 
alfo the Britains had fo frequently given them aid in all 
their wars ; if laftly, the Druid learning honoured fo 
much among them, were firft taught them out of Bri- 
tain, and they who fooneft would attain that dilcipline, 
fent hither to learn § ; it appears not how Britain 
at that time (hould be fo utterly unknown in Gallia, or 
only known to merchants, yea to them fo little, that be- 
ing called together from all parts, none could be found 
to inform Csefar of what bignefs the ifle, what nations, 
how great, what ufe of war they had, what laws, or fo 
much as what commodious heavens for bigger veffels. 
Of all which things as it were then firft to make dif- 
covery, he lends Caius Volufenus, in a long galley, with 
command to return as foon as this could be effefted^ 
He in the mean time with his whole power draws nigh 
to the Morinc coaft, whence the (horteft paflage was into 
Britain. Hither his navy, which he ufed againft the 
Armoricans, and what elfe of (hipping can be provided, 
he draws tc^ctber. This known in Britain, the cmbaf- 
fadors are lent from many of the ftates there, who pro- 
mile hoftages and obedience to the Roman empire. 
• Yur before Chriii jj. f Cact Com. 1. i. ( Cxf, Com. 1. 4. 

Them, 
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Them, after audience given, Caefar as largely promifing 
and exhorting to continue in that mind, fends home, 
and with them Comius of Arras, whom he had made 
king of that countrjs and now fecretly employed to 
^in a Roman party among the Britains, in as many 
cities as he found inclinable, and to tell them that he 
himfelf was fpeeding thither. ' Volufenus, with what 
difcovery of the ifland he could make from aboard his 
(hip, not daring to venture on the fliore, within five days 
returns to Calar. Who foon after, vAih two legions, 
ordinarily amounting, of Romans and their alJies, to* 
about 25000 foot, and 4500 horfc, the foot in 80 fliips 
of burden, the horfe in 18, befides what galleys were ap- 
pointed for his chief commanders, fetsofF, about the third 
watch of night, with a good gale to fea; leaving behind 
him Sulpitius Rufus to make good the port with a fuf- 
ficient ftrength. But the horfe, whole appointed fhip- 
ping lay windbound eight mile upward in another haven, 
had much trouble to embark. Cjefar, now within fight 
of Britain, beholds on every hill multitudes of armed men 
ready to forbid his landing; and * Cicero writes to his 
friend Atticus, that the acceflfes of the ifland were won- 
deroufly fortified with ftrong works or moles. Here 
from the fourth to the ninth hour of day he awaits 
at anchor the coming up of his whole fleet. Mean while, 
with his legates and tribunes, confulting and giving order 
to fit all things for what might happen in fuch a various 
and floating water-fight as was to be expefted. This place, 
which was a narrow bay, clofe environed with hills, ap- 
pearing no way commodious, he removes to a plain and 
open ihore eight miles diftant; commonly fuppofed 
about Deal in Kent +. Which when the Britains per- 
ceived, their horfe and chariots, as then they ufcd in 
fight (cowering before, their main power fpeeding after, 
fome thick upon the (hore, others not tarrying to be af- 
f^iled, ride in among the waves to encounter, and a(rault 
the Romans even under their (hips, with fuch a bold 
and free hardihood, that Ca^far himfelf between confef- 
fing and excufing that his foldiers were to come down 
from their (hips, to (land in water heavy armed ;^ and to (ight 

* Cic Att. 1. 4, Ep. 17. t Camden. 
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at once, denies not but that the terror of fuch new and re- 
folute oppofition made them forget their wonted valour. 
To fuccour which he commands his galleys, a fight un- 
ufual to the Britains, and more apt for motion, drawn 
from the bigger veffels, to row againft the open fide of 
the enemy, and thence with flings, engines and darts, to 
beat them back. But neither yet, though amazed at the. 
ftrangenefs of thofe new leacaftles, bearing up fo near, 
and lo fwiftly as almoft to overwhelm them, the hurt- 
ling of oars, the battering of fierce engines againft their 
bodies barely expofed, did the Britains give much 
ground, or the Romans gain; till he who bore the eagle 
of the tenth legion, yet in the galleys, firft befeeching his 
gods, faid thus aloud, " l^ap down foldiers, unlefs you 
mean to betray your cnfign ; I for my part will perform 
what I owe to the commonwealth and my general." 
This uttered, overboard he leaps, and with his eagle . 
fiercely advanced runs upon the enemy ; the reft heart- 
ening one another not to admit the dilhonour of fo nigh 
lofing their chief ftandard, follow him refolutely. Now 
was fought eagerly on both fides. Ours who well knew 
their own advantages, and expertly ufed them, now in 
the fliallows, now on the fand, ftill as the Romafts went 
trooping to their enfigns, received them, di(patched them, 
and with the help of their horfe, put them every where to 
great diforder. But Csefar caufing all his boats and (hallpps 
to be filled with foldiers, commanded to ply up and down 
continually with relief where they faw need ; whereby at 
length all the foot now diremb:jrked, and got together 
in iome order on firm ground, with a more fteady charge 
put the Britains to flight : but wanting all their horie, 
whom the winds yet withheld from failing, they werd 
not able to make purfuit. In this confufcd fight *, Scsva 
a Roman foldier having prcfled too far among the Bri- 
tains, and befet round, after incredible valour fliown, 
fingle a^inft a multitude, fwam back fafe to his general ; 
and in tne place that rung with his praifes, earneftly be- 
fought pardon for his rail) adventure againft difcipline : 
which modeft confeffing after no bad event, for fuch a 
deed wherein valour and ingenuity fo much outweighed 

* Valer. Max. Plutarclu 
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tranigreffion, eafily made amends and preferred him to 
be a centurion. Caefar alfo is brought in by Julian*, 
attributing to himfelf the honour (if it were at all an ho- 
nour to that perfon which he fuftaincd) of being the firft 
that left his (hip, and took land : but this were to make 
Csefar lefs underftand what became him than Scaeva» 
The Britains finding themfelvcs mattered in fight, forth- 
with fend embafladors to treat of peace, promifing to 
give hoftages, and to be at command. With them Co- 
mius of Arras alfo returned ; whom hitherto, fince his 
firft coming from Caefar, they had detained in prifon as a 
fpy: the blame whereof they lay on the common people; 
forwhofe violence, and their own imprudence they crave 
pardon. Caefar complaining they had firft fought peace, 
and then without caufe had begun war, yet content to 
pardon them, commands hoftages : whereof part they 
bring in ftraight, others, far up in the country to be fent 
for, they promife in a few days. Mean while the people 
di (banded and fent home, many princes and chief men 
from all pa,rts of the iile fubmit themfelves and their ci- 
ties to the difpofe of Cjefar, who lay then encamped, as 
is thought, on Barham down. Thus had the Britains 
made their peace ; when fudddenly an accident unlooked 
for put new counfels into their minds. Four days after 
the coming of Csefar, thofe eighteen (hips of burden, 
which from the upper haven had taken in all the Roman 
horfe, borne with a foft wind to the very coaft, in fight 
of the Roman camp, were by a fudden tempeft fcattered 
and driven back, fome to the port from whence they 
loofed, others down into the weft country ; who finding 
there no fafety either to land or to caft anchor, choie 
rather to commit themfelves ^ain to the troubled fea ; 
and, as Orofius reports, were moft of them caft away. 
The fame night, it being full moon, the galleys left upon 
dry land, were, unaware to the Romans, covered with a 
fpringtide, and the greater Ihips, that lay off at anchor, 
torn and beaten with waves, to the great perplexity of 
Csefar, and his whole army ; who now had neither (hip- 
ping left to convey them back, nor any provifion made 
to ftay heiej intending to have wintered in Gallia All 

* In Caeraribus. 
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this the Britains well perceiving, and by the compafs of 
his camp, which without baggage appeared the fmaller, 
guefling at his numbers, conlult together, and one by 
one llyiy withdrawing from the camp, where they were 
waiting the conclufion of a peace, refolve to flop all prq- 
vifions, and to draw out the bufinefs till winter. Caefar, 
though ignorant of what they intended, yet from the 
condition wherein he was, and their other hoftages not 
fent, fufpefting what was likely, begins to provide apace, 
all that might be, againft what might happen ; lays in 
corn, and with materials fetched from the continent, and 
what was left of thofe Ihips which were pad help, he re- 
pairs the reft. So that now by the incxflant labour of 
his foldiers, all but twelve were again made ferviceable. 
While thefe things are doing, one of the legions being 
fent out to forage, as was accuftomed, and no fufpicion 
of war, while fome of the Britains were remaining in 
the country about, others alfo going and coming freely 
to the Roman quarters, they who were in ftation at the 
camp gates fent fpeedily word to Csefar, that from that 
part of the country, to which the legion went, a greater 
duft than ufual was feen to rife. Ca^fargi^cffing the mat- 
ter, commands the cohorts of guard to follow him thi- 
ther, two others to fucceed in their ftead, the reft all to 
arm and follow. They had not marched long, when 
Csiar difcerns his legion fore overcharged : for the Bri- 
tains not doubting but that their enemies on the morrow 
would be in that place which only they had left un- 
rcaped of all their harveft, had placed an ambufh ; and 
while they were difperfed and bufieft at their labour, (tt 
upon them, killed fome, and routed the reft. The man- 
ner of their fight was from a kind of chariots; wherein 
riding about and throwing darts, with the clutter of 
their horfe, and of their wheels, they ofttimes broke the 
rank of their enemies ; then retreating among the horle, 
and quitting their chariots, they fought on foot. The 
charioteers in the mean while fomewhat afidc from the 
battle, fet themfelves in fuch order that their mafters at 
any time opprefTed with odds, might retire fafcly thi- 
ther, having performed with one perlbn both the nimble 
iervice of a horfeman, and the fteadfaft duty of a foot- 
fold ier. 
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foldier. So much they could with their chariots by ufc 
and exercife, as riding on the fpeed down a fteep hill, to 
ftop fuddenly, and with a (hort rein turn fwiftly, now 
running on the beam, now on the yoke, then in the feat. 
With this fort of new fkirmiftiing the Romans now over-- 
Inatchcd and terrified, Caefar with opportune aid ap- 
pears } for then the Britains make a (land : but he confi- 
dering that now was not fit time to offer battle, while 
his men were fcarce recovered of fo late a fear, only keeps 
his ground, and foon after leads back his legions to the 
camp. Further aAion for many days following was 
hindered on both fides by foul weather; in which time 
the Britains difpatching mcflTengers round about, learn to 
how few the Romans were reduced, what hope of praife and 
booty, and now, if ever, of freeing themfelves fi-om the 
fear of like invafions hereafter, by making thefe an ex- 
ample, if they could but now uncamp their enemies; at 
this intimation multitudes of horfe and foot coming 
down from all parts, make towards the Romans. Cafar 
forefeeing that the Britains, though beaten and put to 
flight, would eafily evade his foot, yet with no more 
than thirty horfe, which Comius had brought over* 
draws out his men to battle, puts again the Britains 
to flight, purfues with flaughter, and returning burns 
and lays wafte all about. Whereupon embafladors the 
farne day being fent from the Britains to defirc peace, 
Cafar as his affairs at prefent ftood, for fo great a breach 
of faith, only impofes on them double the former hof- 
tages to be fent after him into Gallia : and becaufe Sep- 
tember was nigh half fpent, a feafon not fit to tempt 
the fea with his weatherbeaten fleet, the fame night with 
a fair wind he departs towards Belgia; whither two only 
of the Britilh cities fent hoftages, as they promifed, the 
reft ncgle&ed. But at Rome when the news came of 
Caefar's afts here, whether it were efteemed a conqueft or 
a fair cfcape, fupplication of twenty days is decreed by 
the fenate, as either for an exploit done, or a difcovery 
made, wherein both Caefar and the Romans gloried not 
a little, though it brought no benefit either to him or to 
the commonwealth. 

The 
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The winter following *, Csfar, as his cuftom was, 
going into Italy, whenas he faw that oiofl' of the Bri- 
tons regarded not to fci^d their hoftages, appoints his 
le^tes whom he left in Belgia, to provide what poiUble 
(hipping they could either build, or repair. Low built 
they were to be, as thereby eafier both to freight, and 
to hale afliore; nor needed to be higher, becaufe the 
tide fo often changing, was obferved to make the bilr 
lows lefs in our lea than thofe in the Mediterranean: 
broader like wife they were made, for the better tranf- 
porting of hories, and all other freightage, being intend- 
ed chiefly to that end. Thefe all about fix hundred in 
a readinefe, with twenty-eight (hips of burden, and what 
with adventurers, and other hulks about two hundred, 
Cottaoneof the legates wrote them, as Athenaeus affirms, 
in all one thoufand; Csefar from port Iccius, a pafTage 
of fome thirty mile over, leaving behind him Labienu? 
to guard the haven, and for other fupply at need, with 
five legions, though but two thoufand horie, about fun- 
fet holding fail with a ilack fouth-weft, at midnight was 
becalmed. And finding when it was light, that the whole 
navy lying on the current, had fallen off from the ifle, 
which now they could defcry on their left hand; by the 
unwearied labour of his loldiers, who refufed not to tug 
the oar, and kept courfc with fhips under fail, he bore 
up as near as might be, to the fame place where he had 
landed tlie year before ; where about noon arriving f , 
no enemy could be feen. For the Britons, which ia 
great number, as was after known, had* been there, at 
fight of fo huge a fleet durfl not abide. Ca^far forthwith 
landing his army, and encamping to his bed advantage, 
fome notice being given him by thofe he took, where to 
find his enemy; with the whole power, fave only ten 
ohorts, and three hundred horfe, left to Quintus Atrius 
for the guard of his (hips, about the third watch of the 
lame night, marches up twelve miles into the country. 
And at length by a river, commonly thought the Stowre 
in Kent, efpies embattled the Britilh forces. They with 
their horfes and chariots advancing to the higher banks, 
oppofe the Romans in their march, and begin the fight ; 

* Dion, Gaeftr Com. 5. f Before the Urth of Chrift, 5*. 
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but r^ulfed by the Roman cavalry, give back into the 
woods to a place notably made ftrong both by art and 
nature; which, it feems, had been a fort, or hold of 
ftrength raifed heretofore in time of wars among them- 
felves. For entrance, and accefs on all fides, by the fel« 
ling of huge trees overthwart one another, was quite 
barred up ; and within thefe the Britons did their ut* 
mod to keep out the enemy. But the fddiers ci the 
feventh legion locking all their Ihields together like i, 
roof clofe over head, and others tailing a mount, with- 
out much lofs of blood took the place, and drove them 
all to fbrfake the woods. Purfuit . they made not long, 
as being through ways unknown, and now evening caitie 
oil, which they more wifely fpent, in choofing out where 
to pitch and fortify their camp that night. The next 
morning Csefar had but newly lent out his men in three 
bodies to purfue, and the lail no further gone than yet 
in fight, when horfemen all in pod firom Quintus Atnus 
bring word to Csefar, that almoft all his (hips in a tem-» 
peft that night had fuifered wreck, and lay broken upon 
the (hore. Csefar at this news recalls his legions, him- 
felf in all hade riding back to the feafide, beheld with his 
eyes the ruinous prolpeft. About forty veflels were funk 
and lod, the refidue fo torn and (haken, as not to be new-* 
rigged without much labour. Straight he aflembles 
what number of Ihipwrights either in his own legions or 
from beyond fea could be fummoned ; appoints Labienus 
on the Belgian fide to build more ; and with a dreadful 
induftry of ten days, not refpiting the foldiers day or 
night, drew up all his (hips, and intrenched them round 
within the circuit of his camp. This done, and leaving 
to their defence the fame ftrength as before, he returns 
with his whole forces to the fame wood, where he had 
defeated the Britons; who preventing him with greater 
powers than before, had now repoffefled themielves of 
the place, under Caffibelan their chief leader : whoie ter- 
ritory from the dates bordering on the fea was divided 
by the river Thames about eighty miles inward, '^ith 
him formerly other cities had continual war ; but now 
in tlie common danger had all made choice of him to be 
their general. Here the Britifh horfe and chariot^rs 
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meeting with the Roman cavalry fought (loutly; and at 
firft, fometbing overmatched, they retreat to the near 
advantage of their woods ^d hills, but llill followed by 
the Romans, made head again, cut off the forwardeft 
mmoDg them, and after ibme paufe, while Csefar, who 
thought the day's work had been done, was buiied aboiit 
the intrenching of his camp,'march out again, give fierce 
aflault to the very (lations of his guards and fentries; 
and while the main cohorts of two legions, that were 
fent to the alarm, flood within a fmall diflance of each 
other, terrified at the newnefe and boldnefs^ of their 
fight, charged back again through the midfl, without 
lote of a man. Of the Romans that d^ was (Iain Quin- 
tus Labcrius Durus a tribune; the Britons having 
fought their fill at the very entrance of Csefar's camp, 
and fuflained the refidance of his whok army intrenched^ 
gave over the aflault. ' Cxfar here acknowledges, that 
the Roman way both of arming, and of fighting, was 
not fo well fitted againft this kind of enemy ; for that 
the foot in heavy armour could not follow their cunning 
flight, and durfl not by ancient difcipline flir from their 
enfign; and the horfe alone disjoined from the legions, 
againfl a foe that turned fuddenly upon them with a 
mixed encounter both of horfe and foot, were in equ^ 
danger both following and retiring. Befides their 
£i(hion was, not in great bodies, and clofe order, but ia 
fmall divifions and open diflances to make their onfet ; 
appointing others at certain fpaces, now to relieve and 
brmg off the weary, now to fucceed and renew the con- 
flift) which argued no fmall experience, and u(e of 
arms. Next day the Britons afar off upon the hills begin 
to (how themfelves here and there, and though lefs boldly 
than before, to fkirmifh with the Roman horie. But 
at noon Csefar having (ent out three legions, and all his 
horfe, with Trebonius the legate, to leek fodder, fud- 
denly on all (ides they fet upon the foragers, and chaige 
up after them to the very legions, and their ftandards. 
llie Romans with great courage beat them back, and in 
the chace, being well feconded by the legions, not giving 
them time either to rally, to fland, or to defcend from 
their chariots as they were wont, flew many. From 
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this overthrow, the Britons that dwelt farther off be- 
took them home; and came no more after that time 
with fo great a power againft Cafar. Whereof adver- 
tifed, he marches onward to the frontiers of Caffibelan *, 
which on this fide was bounded by the Thames, not paff- 
able«except in one place, and that difficult, about Coway- 
ftakes near Oatlands, as is conjeftured. Hither coming 
he defcries on the other fide great forces of the enemy, 
placed in good array; the bank fet all with (harp flakes, 
others in the bottom, covered with water; whereof the 
marks in Beda*s time, were to be feen, as he relates. 
This having learned by fuch as were taken, or had run 
to him, he firft commands his horfe to pafs over; then 
his foot, who wading up to the neck, went on fo refo- 
lutely and fo faft, that they on the other fide, not en- 
during the violence, retreated and fled. Caflibelan no 
more now in hope to contend for viftory, difmifling all 
but four thoufand of thofe charioteers, through woods 
and intricate ways attends their motion; where the 
Romans are to pafs, drives all before him ; and with 
continual fallies upon the horfe, where they lead expefted, 
cutting off fome and terrifying others, compels them fo 
clofe together, as gave them no leave to fetch in prey or 
booty without ill fuccefs. Whereupon Caefar ftriftly 
commanding all not to part from the legions, had nothing 
left him in his way but empty fields and houlcs, which 
he fpoiled and burnt. Mean while the Trinobantcs, a 
ftate or kingdom, and perhaps the greateft then among 
the Britons, Icfs favouring Caflibelan, fend ambafladors, 
and yield to Caefar upon this reafon. Immanuentius had 
been their king ; him Caffibelan had flain, and purpofed 
the like to Mandubratius his fon, whom Orofius calls 
Androgorius, Beda Androgius; but the youth efcaping 
by flight into Gallia, put himfelf under the proteftion 
of Cselar. Thefe entreat, that. Mandubratius may be flill 
defended, and fcnt home to fuccced in his father's right. 
Csfar fends him, demands forty hoflages and provifion 
for his anny, which they immediately bring in, and have 
their confines protefted from the foldicrs. By their ex- 
ample the Cenimagni, Segontiaci, Ancalites, Bibroci, 

* Camden. 
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Cafli (fo I write .them, for the modern names are but 
guelTed) on like terms make their peace. By them he 
learns that the town of Caffibelan, fuppofed to be Ve- 
rulam, was not fer diftant; fenced about with woods 
and marfhes, well fluffed with men and much cattle. 
For towns then in Britain were only woody places 
ditched round, and with a mud wall encompafTed againfl 
the inroads of enemies. Thither goes Csefar with his le- 
gions, and though a place of great flrength both by art 
and nature, afTaults it in two places. The Britons after 
fome defence fled out all at another end of the town; in 
the flight many were taken, many flain, and great flora 
of cattle found there. Caffibelan for all thefe lofles yet 
deferts not himfelf ; nor was yet his authority fo much 
imp;iired, but that in Kent, though in a manner poflefled 
by the enemy, his mcfTengers and commands find obe- 
dience enough to raife all the people. By his dired:ion> 
Cingetorix, Carvilius, Taximagulus, and Segonax, four 
kings reigning in thofe countries which lie upon the fea, 
lead them on to afTault that camp, wherein the Romans 
had entrenched their fliipping : but they whom Ca^far 
left there ifTuing out flew many, and took prifoner Cin- 
getorix a noted leader, without lofs of their own. Caf- 
fibelan after fb many defeats, moved efpecially by revolt 
of the cities firom him, their incondancy and falfhood one- 
to another, ufes mediation by Comius of Arras to feixi 
ambafi[adors about treaty of yielding. Casfar, who h^ 
determined to winter in the continent, by reafon that 
Gallia was unfettled, and not much of the fummer now 
behind, commands him only hoflages, and what yearly 
tribute the ifland fhould pay to Rome, forbids him to 
molefl the Trinobantes, or Mandubratius; and with his 
hoflages, and a great number of captives, he puts to fea, 
having at twice embarked his whole army. At his re- 
turn to Rome, as from a glorius enterprife, he ofiers 
to Venus, the patronefs of his family, a corflet of Britifh 
pearls ♦. 

Howbeit other ancient writers have fpoken more 
doubtfully of Ca^fafs vidlories here ; and that in plain 
tcnus he iled from hence ; for which the cominon verfe 

•Pliny. 
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in Lucan, with divers paffages here and therein Tacitus> 
is alleged. Paulus'Orofius*, who took what he wrote 
from a hiftory of Suetonius now loft, writes, that Csefar 
in his firft journey, entertained with a (harp fight, loft no 
fmall number of his foot, and by tempeft nigh all his horfe. 
Dion affirms, that once in the fecond expeditori all his 
foot were routed ; Orofius that another time all his 
horfe. The Britilh author, whom I ufe only then when 
others are all filent, hath many trivial difcourfes of Caefar's 
being here, which are beft' omitted. Nor have we more 
of Caffibelan, than what the fame ftory tells, how he 
warred foon after with Androgens, about his nephew 
flain by Evelinus nephew to the other ; which bufinefs 
at length compofed, Caffibelan dies, and was buried in 
York, if the Monmouth book fable not. But at Casfar's 
coming hither, fuch likelieft were the Britons, as the 
writersof thofe tnnes-j*, and their own adtions reprefent 
them; in courage and warlike readinefs to take advan- 
tage by ambulh or fudden onfet, not inferiour to the 
Romans, nor Caffibelan to C«far; in weapons, arms, .and 
the flcill of encamping, embattling, fortifying, over- 
matched; their weapons were a fliort fpear and light 
target, a fword alfo by their fide, their fight fometimes 
in chariots fanged at the axle with iron fithes, their bo- 
dies moft part naked, only painted, with woad in fundfy 
figures, to feem terrible J, as they thought, but, pur- 
fued by enemies, not nice of their painting to run into 
bogs worfe than wild Irifli up to the neck, and there to 
ftay many days holding a certain morftl in their mouths 
no bigger than a bean, to fuffice hunger § ; but that re- 
ceipt, and the temperance it taught, is long fince un- 
known among us: their towns and ftrong holds were 
fpaces of ground fenced about with a ditch, and great 
trees felled overthwart each other, their buildings with- 
in were thatched houfes for themielves and their cattle : 
in peace the upland inhabitants, befides hunting, tended 
their flocks and herds, but with Httle fkill of country af- 
fairs ; the making of cheefe they commonly knew not, 
wool or flax they fpun not, gardening and planting 

• Oof. lib. 6, c. 7, & 8. t Dion, Mela, Cae&r. 
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many of them knew not ; clothing they had none, but 

what the fkins of beafts afforded them ^, and that not 

always; yet gallantry they hadf, painting their own 

fkins with feveral portraitures of beaft, bird, or flower, a 

vanity which hath not yet left us, removed only from 

the fkin to the fkirt behung now with as many coloured 

ribands and gewgaws: towards the feafide they tilled 

the ground, and lived much after the manner of Gauls 

their neighbours, or firil planters X\ their money was 

brazen pieces or iron rings, their beft merchandize tin, 

the refl trifles of glafs, ivory, and fuch like § ; yet gems 

and pearls they had, faith Mela, in fome rivers : their 

ihips of light timber wickered with ofier between, and 

covered over with leather, ferved not therefore to tranf- 

port them far, and their commodities were fetched away 

by foreign merchants: their dealing, faith Diodorus, 

plain and Ample without fraud ; their civil government 

tinder many princes and flates | , not confederate or con- 

fultin^ in common, but mifbruftful, and ofttimes warring 

one with the other, which gave them up one by one an 

eafy conqiiefl to the Romans : their religion was govern-* 

cd by a fort of priefls or magicians, called Druids iixun 

the Greek hlpie of an oak, which tree they had in^ great 

reverence, and the miflletoe efpecially growing thereon, 

Pliny writes them fkilled in magic no lefs than thofe of 

Perfia; by their abftaining from a hen, a hare and a 

goofe, from fifh alfo, faith Dion, and their opinion of 

the foul's pafiing dfier death into other bodies**, they 

may be thought to have ftudied Pythagoras ; yet philo- 

(bphers I cannot call them, reported men fadious and 

ambitious, contending fometimes about the archpriefl- 

hood not without civil war and flaughter ; nor reftrained 

they the people under them from a lewd, adulterous, 

and incefluous life, ten or twelve men, abfurdly againfk 

nature, poflTefling one woman as their common wife, 

though of nearelt kin, mother, daughter or (ifler; pro* 

genitors not to be gloried in. But the gofpel, not long 

liter preached here, abolifhed fuch impurities, and of 

the Romans we have caufe not to fay much worfe, than 

^Hcrodiaa. t Solimu. X Caeikr. § Tacitus, Diodor., Strabo, Locan. 
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tJiat they beat us into feme civility ; likely clfc to hav^ 
continued longer in a barbarous and favage manner of 
life. After Julius (for Julius before his death tyran- 
noufly had made himfetf emperor of the Roman com* 
monvsrealth, and was ilain in the fenate for fo doing) he 
who next obtained the empire, Oftavianus Csefar Au- 
guftiis, either contemning the ifland, as Strabo * would 
have us think, whofe neither benefit was worth the 
having, nor enmity worth the fearing; or out of a 
whoielbme ftate-maxim, as fome fay, to moderate and 
bound the empire from growing vaft and unwieldyj 
made iio attempt againft the Britons. But the truer 
caufe was partly civil war among the Romans, partly 
otiier affairs more urging. For about twenty years 
after -f , all which time the Britons had lived at their 
own ditpofe, Auguftus, in inditation of his uncle Julius, 
either intending or feeming to initrnd an expedition hi- 
ther, was come into Galha, when the news of a revolt 
in Pannonia diverted him^: about feven years after in 
the lame itfolution, what with the unfettlednefs of Gal- 
lia, and what with ambafl'adors from Britain which met 
him there, he proceeded not. The next year, difference 
arifing about covenants, he was again prevented by other 
new commotions in Spain. Neverthelefs fome of the 
Britifh potentates omitted not to feck his friendftiip by 
gifts offered in the Capitol, and other obfequious ad- 
drefles, Infomuch that the whole ifland || became even 
in thofe days well known to the Romans ^ too well per* 
haps for them, who from the knowledge of us were fo 
like to prove enemies. But as for tribute, the Britons 
paid none to Auguftus, except what eafy cuftoms were 
levied on the flight commodities wherewith they traded 
into Gallia. 

After Caflibelan, Tenantius tlje younger Ton of Lud, 
according to the Monmouth ftory, was made king. For 
Androgeus the elder, conceiving himfelf generally hated 
for fiding with the Romans, forfook his claim here, and 
followed C<efar*s fortune. This king is recorded juft and' 
warlike. 

•Strabo, 1. 2. f Year b3forc the birth of Chrift, 32. § Dion, 1. 49; 
year before the bir'h of Chrift, 25 : Daon, 1. 53, 24. || Strabo, 1. 4. 
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His fon Kymbeline, or Cunobeline, fucceeding, was 
brought up, as is faid, in the court of Auguftus, and with 
him held friendly correfpondences to the end; was a 
warlike prince; his chief feat Camalodunum, or Maldon, 
as by certain of his coins, yet to be feen, appean, 
Tiberius, the next emperor, adhering always to the ad- 
vice of Auguftus, and of himfelf lefs caring to extend the 
bounds of his empire, fought not the Britons; and they 
as little to incite him, fcnt home courteoufly the 
ibldicrs of Germanicus, that by fliipwreck had been 
aft on the BritiOi (hore *• But Caligula f , his fucceflbr, 
a wild and diflblute tyrant, having pafled the Alps with 
intent to rob and fpoil thofe provinces, and flirred up 
by Adminius the fon of Cunobeline ; who, by his father 
banifhed, with a fmall number fled thither to him, made 
fetnblance of marching toward Britain ; but being come 
to the ocean, and there behaving himfelf madly and ri- 
diculouily, went back the fame way : yet fent before hrm 
boafting letters to the (enate, as if all Britain had been 
yielded him Cunobeline now dead, Adminius^ the 
elded by his father bani(hed from his country, and by 
bis own practice againfl it from the crown, though by 
an old coin feeming to have alfo reigned ; Togodumnus^ 
and Caradacus the two younger, uncertain whether un* 
equal or fubordinate in power, were advanced into his 
place. But through civil difcord, Bericus (what he was 
further, is not known) with others of his party flying to 
Rome^, perfuaded Claudius the emperor to an invafion, 
Claudius now conful the third time, and defirous to do 
fomething, whence he might gain the honour of a triumph* 
at the perfuafion of thele fugitives, whom the Britons 
demanding, he had denied to render, and they for that 
caufe had denied further amity with Rome, makes choice 
of this iiland for his province §: and fends before him 
Aulus Plautius the prsetor, with this command, if the 
buiinefs grew difficult, to give him notice. Plautius 
with much ado perfuaded the legions to move out of 
Gallia, murmuring that now they muft be put to make 

^ Tacit, an. 1. 2. t Year after the birth of Chrifi, x6. Dioc, 
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war beyond the world^s end, for fo they counted Bri- 
tain J and what welcome Julius the didlator found there, 
doubtlefs they had heard. At laft prevailed with, and 
hoifting fail from three feveral ports, left their landing 
(hould in any one place be refifted, meeting crofs winds, 
they were caft back and difheartened : till in the night a 
meteor (hooting flames from the Eaft, and, as they fen- 
cicd directing their courfe, they took heart again to try 
the fea, and without oppofition landed. For the Britons, 
having heard of their unwillingnefs to come, had been 
negligent to provide againft them ; and retiring to the 
woods and moon, intended to fruftrate and wear them 
out with delays, as they had ferved Caefar before. Plau- 
tius, after much trduble to find them out, encountering 
firft with Caraftacus, then with Togodumnus, overthrew 
them J and receiving into conditions part of the Boduni, 
who then were fubjedt to the Catuellani, and leaving 
there a garrifon, went on toward a river; where the 
Britons not imagining that Plautius without a bridge 
could pafs, lay on the further fide carele& and (ecure. 
But he (ending firft the Germans, whofe cuftom was, 
armed as they were, to fwim with eafe the ftrongcft cur- 
rent, commands them to ftrike efpecially at the horfes, 
whereby the chariots, wherein con(ifted their chief art of 
• fight, became unferviceable. To fecond them he (cnt 
Vcfpafian, who in his latter days obtained the empire, and 
Sabinus his brother; who unexpedledly afliailing thofe 
who were leaft aware, did much execution. Yet not for 
this were the Britons difmayed ; but reuniting the next 
day, fought with fuch a courage, as made it hard to de- 
cide which way hung the viftory : till Caius Sidius Geta, 
at point to have been taken, recovered himfelf fo valiant- 
ly, as brought the day on his fide ; for which at Rome he 
received high honours. After this the Britons drew 
back toward the mouth of Thames, and, acquainted with 
thofe places, croflTed over ; where the Romans following 
them through bogs and dangerous flats, hazarded the 
lofs of all. Yet the Germans getting over, and others by 
a bridge at fome place above, fell on them again with 
fundry alamis and great flaughter ; but in the heat of 
.purfuit running themfelves again into bogs and mires, 
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loft as many of their own. Upon which ill fiicccfi, and 
feeing the Britons more eAraged at the death of Togo- 
dumnus, whb in one of thefe battles had been ilain, Plau- 
tius fearing the word, and glad that he could hold what 
he held, as was enjoined him, fends to Claudius. He who 
waited ready with a huge preparation, as if not fafe 
eaough amidft the flower of all his Romans, like a great 
Eaftern king, with armed elephants marches through 
Gallia. So full of peril was this enterprife efteemed, as 
not without all this equipage, and ftranger terrours than 
Roman armies, to meet the native and the naked Britifh 
valour defending their country. Joined with Piautius, 
who encamping on the bank of Thames attended him» 
he pafles the river. The Britons, who had the courage, 
but not the wife condud of old Caflibelan, laying all 
ftrats^m aiide, in downright manhood fcruple not to 
afiiront in open field almou the whole power of the Ro- 
man empire. But overcome and vaniflied, part by 
force, others by treaty come in and yield. Claudius 
therefore, who took Camalodunum, the royal feat of 
Cunobeline, was often by the army faluted Imperator; 
a military title which ufually they gave their general after 
any notable exploit ; but to others, not above once in 
the fame war s as if Claudius, by thefe a£ts, had deferved 
more than the laws of Rome had provided honour to 
reward. Having therefore difarmed the Britons, but 
remitted the confifcation of their goods ^, for which 
they worfliipped him with facrifice and temple as a god, 
leaving Plautius to fubdue what remained; he returns to 
Rome, from whence he had been abfent only fix months, 
and in Britain but fixteen days ; fending the news before 
him of hb viftories, though in a (tnall part of the ifland. 
By whidi is manifeftly refuted that which Eutropius and 
Orofius write of his conquering at that time alio the 
Orcades iilands, lying to the North of Scotland ; and 
not conquered by the Romans (for aught found in any 
good author) till above forty years after, as (hall appear. 
10 Claudius the fenate, as for achievements of higheft 
merit, decreed exceflive honours ; arches triumphs, an- 
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nual folecnnities, and the furname of Britannicus both to 
him and his fon. 

Suetonius writes, that Claudius found here no refift* 
ance, and that all was done without ftroke : but this 
feems not probable. The Monmouth writer names thefe 
two fons of Cunobeline, Guiderius and Arviragus; that 
Guiderius being flain in fight, Arviragus, to conceal it, 
put on his brother's habiliments, and in his perfon held 
up the battle to a vidory j the reft, as of Hano the Ro- 
man captain, Genuiffa the emperor's daughter, and fuch 
like ftuff, is too palpably untrue to be worth rehearfing 
in the midft of truth. Plautius after this, employing 
his frcftx forces to conquer on, and quiet the rebelling 
countries, found work enough to deferve at his return 
a kind of triumphant riding into the Capitol fide by fide 
with the emperor *. Vefpafian alfo under Plautius had 
thirty conflifts with the enemy ; in one of which encomr 
pafifed, and in great danger, he was valiantly and pioufly 
icfcued by his fon Titus -|-: two powerful nations he fub- 
dued here, above twenty towns and the Me of Wight; 
for which he received at Rome triumphal ornaments, and 
other great dignities. For that city in reward of virtue 
was ever magnificent j and long after when true merit 
was ceafed among them, left any thing refembling virtue 
(hould want honour, the fame rewards were yet allowed 
to the very (hadow and oftentation of merit. Oftorius 
in the room of Plautius yicepra&tor, met with turbulent 
afiairs;J the Britons not ceafing to vex with inroads all 
thofe countries that were yielded to the Romans; and 
now the more eagerly §, fuppofingthat the new general> 
unacquainted with his army> and on the edge of winter, 
would not haftily oppofe them. But he weighing that 
firft events were moft available to breed fear or contempt^ 
with fuch cohorts as were next at hand, fets out againft 
them : whom having routed, fo clofe he follows, as one 
who meant not to be every day molefted with the cavils 
of a flight peace, or an emboldened enemy. Left they 
ihould make head again, he difarms whom he fufpefts ; 
and to furround them, places many garrilons upon the 
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rivers of Antona and Sabrina. But the Icenians, a flout 
people, untouched yet by thefe wars, as having before 
fought alliance with the Romans, were the firft that 
brooked not this. By their example others rife ; and in 
achofen place, fenced with high banks of earth and nar- 
row lanes to prevent the horfe, warily encamp. Oftorius 
though yet not ftrengthened with his legions, caufes the 
auxiliar bands, his troops alfo alighting, to aflault the 
rampart. They within, though peftered with their own 
number, flood to it like men refolved, and in a narrow 
compafs did remarkable deeds. But overpowered at laft, 
and others by their fuccefs quieted, who till then waver- 
ed, Oftorius next bends his force upon the Cangians, waft- 
ing all even to the fea of Ireland, without foe in his way, 
or them, who durft, ill handled ; when the Brigantcs, 
attempting new matters, drew him back to fettle firft 
what was unfecure behind him. They, of whom the 
chief were punilhed, the reft forgiven, foon gave over; 
but the Silures, noway traftable, were not to be repreffed 
without a fct war. To further this, Camalodunum v^s 
planted with a colony of veteran foldiers ; to be a firm 
and ready aid againft revolt", and a means to teach the 
natives Roman law and civility. Cogidunus alfo a Bri- 
ti(h king, their faft friend, had to the fame intent cer- 
tain cities given him * : a haughty craft, which the Ro- 
mans ufed, to make kings alfo the fervile agents of en- 
flaving others. But the Silures, hardy of themfelves, 
relied more on the valour of Caraftacus ; whom many 
doobtful, many profperous fucceflcs had made eminent 
above all that ruled in Britain. . He, adding to his cou- 
rage policy, and knowing himfelf to be of ftrength in- 
ferior, in other advantages the better, makes the feat of 
his war among the Ordovices; a country wherein al. 
the odds were to his own party, all the difficulties to 
his enemy. The hills and every accefs he fortified with 
heaps of ftones, and guards of men ; to come at whom a 
river of unfafe paffage muft be firft waded. The place, as 
Camden conjeftures, had thence the name of Caer-caradoc 
on the Weft edge of Shropftiire. He himfelf conti- 
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nually went up and down^ animating his officers and 
leaders^ that *' this was the day, this the field, either 
to defend their liberty, or to die free ;" calling to 
mind the names of his glorious anceftors, who drove 
Caefar the dictator out of Britain, whofe valour hitherto 
had preferved them from bondage, their wives and chil- 
dren from difhonour. Inflamed with thefc words, they 
all vow their utmoft^ with fuch undaunted refolution as 
amazed the Roman general ; but the foldiers lefs weigh- 
ing, becaufe lefs Icnowing, clamoured to be led on againft 
any danger. Oftorius, after wary circumfpe&ion, bids 
them pafs the river : the Britons no fooner had them 
within reach of their arrows, darts and (tones, but flew 
and wounded largely of the Romans. They on the 
other fide clofiiig their ranks, and over head clofmg their 
targets, threw down the loofe rampires of the Britons, 
and purfue them up the hills, both light and armed 
kgions 'y till what with gallmg darts and heavy (Irokes, 
the Britons, who wore neither helmet nor cuirafs to de- 
fend them, were at lad overcome. This the Romans^ 
thought a famous viftory ; wherein the wife and daugh • 
ther of Caraftacus were taken, his brothers alfo reduced 
to obedience ; himfelf efcaping to Cartifmandua, queen 
of the Brigantes, againft faith given was to the viftors 
delivered bound ; having held out againft the Romans 
nine years, faith Tacitus, but by truer computation, 
fevent Whereby his name was up through all the ad- 
joining provinces, even to Italy and Rome ; many defir- 
ing to fee who he was, that could withfland fb many 
years the Roman puiflance : and Csefar, to extol his 
own viftor)', extolled the man whom he had vanquiflied. 
Being brought to Rome, the people as to a folemn fpec- 
tacle were called together, the emperor's guard ftood in 
arms. In order came firft the king's fervants, bearing 
his trophies won in other wars, next his brothers, wi^ 
and daughter, laft himfelf. The behaviour of others, 
through fear, was low and degenerate ; he only neither 
in countenance, word, or aftion fubmiffive, ftanding at 
the tribimal of Claudius, briefly fpake to this purpofe : 
" If my mind, Gaefar, had been as moderate in the 
height of fortune, as my birth and dignity was eminent, 
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I might have come a friend rather than a captive into 
diis city. Nor couldft thou have difliked him for a con- 
federate, fo noble of defcent, and ruling fb many nations. 
My prefent eftate to me difgraceful, to thee is glorious. 
I had riches, horfes, arms, and men ; no wonder then if 
I contended, not to lofe them. But if by fate, yours 
only muft be empire, then of neceffity ours among the 
itft muft be fubjedkion. If I fooner h^ been brought 
to yield, my misfortune had been le(s notorious, your 
conqueft had been lefs renowned ; and in your fevereft 
determining of me, both will be foon forgotten. But if 
you grant that I (hall live, by me will live to you for 
ever that praife which is fo near divine, the clemency of 
1 conqueror/* Csefar moved at fuch a fpedlacle of for- 
tune, but efpecially at the noblenefs of his bearing it, 
ipve him pardon, and to all the reft. They all unbound, 
Uibmifsly thank him, and did like reverence to Agrip- 
pina the emperor's wife, who fat by in ftate ; a new and 
diidained fight to the manly eyes of Romans, a woman 
fitting public in her female pride among enfigns and arnned 
cohorts. To Oftorius triumph is decreed ; and his afts 
efteemed equal to theirs, that brought in bonds to Rome 
iamoufeft kings. But the fame proiperity attended not 
his later a<5tions here; for the Silures, whether to re- 
veoK their lofs of Caradacus, or that they faw Oftorius, 
IS if now all were done, lefs earneft ro reftrain them, be- 
let the prefed of his camp, left there with legionary 
bands to appoint garrifons: and had not fpeedy aid come 
in from the neighbouring holds and caftles, had cut 
them all off; notwithftanding wiiich, the prefedt with 
eight centurions, and many their ftouteft men, were 
fljjQ : and upon the neck of this, meeting firft with Ro- 
man foragers, then with other troops hafting to their 
relief, utterly foiled and broke them alfo. Oftorius 
fending more after, could hardly ftay their flight ; till 
the weiehty legions coming on, at firft poifed the battle, 
at ki^h turned the fcale : to the Britons without mucli 
lofs, tor by that time it grew night. Then was the war 
fliivered, as it were, into fmall frays and bickerings^ 
not unlike fometimes to fo many robberies, in woods, at 
waters, as chance or valour, advice or rafhnefs, led them 
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on, commanded or without command. That which 
moft exafpcrated tlie Silures, was a report of certain 
words call out by the emperor, " That he would root 
them out to the very name." Therefore two cohorts 
Riore of auxiliars, by the avarice of their leaders too fe- 
curely pillaging, they quite intercepted ; and beftowing 
liberally the fpoils and captives, whereof they took 
plenty, drew other countries to join with them. Thefe 
loffes falling fo thick upon the Romans, Oftorius with 
the thought and anguifh thereof ended his days; the 
Britons rejoicing, although no battle, that yet adverfe 
war had worn out fo great a foldier. Csefar in his place 
ordains Aulus Didius ; but ere his coming, though much 
hallened, that the province might not want a governor, 
the Silures had given an overthrow to Manlius Valens 
with his legion, rumoured on both iSdes greater than 
was true, by the Silures to animate the new general ; 
by him in a double refpedt, of the more praife if he 
quelled them, or the more excufe if he failed. Mean 
time the Silures forgot not to infeft the Roman pale with 
wide excurfions ; till Didius marching out, kept them 
Ibmewhat more within bounds. Nor were they long to 
feek, who after Caracbacus (hould lead them ; for next 
to him in worth and Ikill of war, Venutius, a prince of 
the Brigantes, merited to be their chief. He at firft 
faithful to the Romans, and by them protefted, was the 
hulband of Cartifmandua, queen of the Brigantes, him* 
felf perhaps reigning elfewhere. She who had betrayed 
Caradtacus and her country to adorn th'e triumph of 
Claudius, thereby grown poweiful and gracious with 
the Romans, prefuming on the hire of her treafon, de- 
ferted her hufband; and marrying Vellocatus one of, his 
fquires, confers on him the kingdom alfo. This deed fo 
odious and full of infamy, dillurbed the whold ftate; 
•Venutius with other forces, and the help of her own fub- 
jefts, who detefted the example of fo foul afaft, and withal 
the uncomelinefs of their fubjeftion to the monarchy of 
a woman, a piece of manhood not every day to be found 
..among Britons^ though (he had got by fubtilc train his 
brother with many of his kindred into her hands, 
brought her foon below the confidence of being able to 
5 rcfift 
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refift longer. When imploring the Roman slid, with 
much ado, and after many a hard encounter, fhe efcapcd 
the punifhment which was ready to have fcized her. 
Venutius thus debarred the authority of ruling his own 
houfliold, juftly turns his anger againft the Romans 
themfelvcs ; whofe magnanimity not wont to undertake 
dilhonourable caufes, had arrogantly intermeddled in his 
domcftic affairs, to uphold the rebellion of an adultrefs 
s^inft her hufband. And the kingdom he retained 
againft their utmoft oppofition ; and of war gave tliem 
their fill ; firft in a Iharp conflift of uncertain event, 
then againft the legion of Csefius Nafica. Infomuch that 
Didius growing old, and managing the war by deputies, 
had work enough to ftand on his defence, with the gain- 
ing now and then of a fmall caftle. And Nero * (for in 
that part of the ifle things continued in the fame plight 
to the reign of Vefpafian) was minded but for fhame to 
have withdrawn the Roman forces out of Britain : in 
other parts whereof, about the lame time other things 
bcfel \. Verannius, whom Nero fent hither to fucceed 
Didius, dying in his firft year, fave a few inroads upon 
the Silures, left only a great boaft behind him, " That in 
two years, had he lived, he would have conquered all." 
But Suetonius Paulinus, who next was fent hither, 
cfteemed a foldier equal to the beft in that age, for two 
years together went on profperoufly, both confirming 
what was got, and fubduing onward. At laft overcon- 
fident of his prefent aftions, and emulating others, of 
whole deeds he heard from abroad, marches up as far as 
Mona, the ifle of Anglefey, a populous place. For they. 
It fcems, had both entertained fugitives, and given good 
affiftancc to the reft that withftood him. He makes 
him boats with flat bottoms, fitted to the fhallows which 
he expcfted in that narrow frith ; his foot fo pafTed 
over, his horfc waded or fwam. Thick upon the (hore 
ftood fcvcral grols bands of men well weaponed, many 
women like furies running to and fro in difmal habit, 
with hair loofe about their fhoulders, held torches in 
their hands. The Druids (thofe were their priefts, of 
whom more in another place) with hands lift up to 
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Heaven uttering direful prayers, aftoniQied the Romans ; 
who at fo flrange a fight flood in amaze, though 
wounded : at length awakened and encouraged by their 
general, not to fear a barbarous and lunatic rout, fall on, 
and beat them down fcorched and rolling in their own 
fire. Then were they yoked with garrifons, and the 
places confecrate to their bloody fuperftitions deflroyed. 
For whom they took in war, they held it lawful to fa- 
crifice; and by the entrails of men ufed divination. 
While thus Paulinus had his thought flill fixed before to 
go on winning, his back lay broad open to occafion of lof- 
jpg more behind : for the Britons, urged and opprelTed 
with many unfufFerable injuries, had all banded themfelves 
to a general revolt. The particular caufes are not all writ- 
ten by one author ; Tacitus who lived next thofe times 
of any to us extant, writes that Prafutagus king of the 
Icenians, abounding in wealth, had left Csefar coheir 
with his two daughters ; thereby hoping to have fecured 
from all wrong both his kingdom and his houfe ; which 
fell out far otherwife. For under colour to overfee and 
take pofTeflion of the emperor's new inheritance, his 
kingdom became a prey to centurions, his houfe to ra- 
vening officers, his wife Boadicca violated with flripes, 
his daughters with rape, the wealthiefl of his fubjeds, as 
it' were, by the will and teilament of their king thrown 
out of their eflates, his kindred made little better than 
flaves. The new colony alio at Camalodunum took 
houfe or land from whom they pleafed, terming them 
flaves and vaffals ; the foldiers complying with the co- 
lony, out of hope hereafter to ufe the fame licence them- 
felves. Moreover the temple eredled to Claudius as a 
badge of their eternal (lavery, flood a great eyefore; 
the priefls whereof, under pretext of what was due to 
the religious fervice, wafted and emb(*zzlcd each man's 
fubftance upon themfelves. And Catus Decianus the 
procurator, endeavoured to bring all their goods within 
the compafs of new confifcation *, by difavowing the 
remitment of Claudius. Laflly, Seneca, in his books a 
philofbpber, having drawn the Britons unwillingly to 
borrow of him vafl fums upon fair promifes of eafy loan^ 
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and for repayment to take their own time, on a fudden 
compels them to pay in alj at once with great extortion. 
Thus provoked by heavieft fufFerings, and thus invited 
by opportunities in the abfence of Paulinus, the Icenians, 
and by their examples the Trinobantes, and as many elfc 
as hated fervitude, rife up in arms. Of thefe cnfuing 
troubles many foregoing figns appeared; the image of 
viftory at Camalodunum fell down of itfelf with her 
ficc turned, as it were, to the Britons; certain women, 
in a kind of ecftacy, foretold of calamities to cpme: in 
the council-houfc were heard by night barbarous noifes : 
in the theatre hideous bowlings, in the creek horrid 
fights, betokening thp deftrudion of that colony ; hereto 
the ocean feeming of a bloody hue, and human fliapcs at 
low ebb, left imprinted on the fand, wrought in the Brir 
tons new courage, in the Komans unwonftd fears. 
CaAialodunum, where the Romans had feated them- 
fclvcs to dwell pleafantly, rather than defenfively, was 
not fortified; a^ainft that therefore the Britons make 
firft aflault. The foldicrs within were not very 
many. Decianus the procurator could fend them but 
two hundred, thofe ill armed : and through the trea- 
chery of fome among them, who fecretly favoured the 
infurredlion, they had deferred both to entrench, and to 
fend out fuch as bore not arms; fuch as did, flying to 
the temple, which on the fecond day was forcibly taken, 
were all put to the fword, the temple made a heap, tlic 
reft rifled and burnt. Pctilius Cerealis coming to his 
fuccour, is in his way met and overthrown, his whole 
legion cut to pieces ; he with his horfe hardly efcaping 
to the Roman camp. Decianus, whofe rapine was the 
caufe of all this, fled into Gallia. But Suetonius at thefe 
tidings not difmayed, through the midfl: of his enemy's 
countr)', marches to London (though not termed a 
colony, yet full of Roman mhabitants, and for the fre- 
quency of trade, and other commodities, a town even 
then of principal note) with purpofe to have made there 
the feat of war. But confidering the fmallnefs of his 
numbers, and the late raftmefs of Petilius, he choofes 
rather with the lofs of one town to favc the afl:. Nor 
was he flexible to any prayers or weeping of them that 
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befought him to tarry there ; but taking with him fuch 
as were willing, gave (ignal to depart ; they who through 
weaknefs of (ex or age, or love of the place went not 
along, periflied by the enemy ; fo did Verulam, a Ro- 
man free town. For the Britons omitting forts and 
caftles, flew thither firft where richefl: booty, and the 
hope of pillaging tolled them on. In this maflacre about 
feventy thoufand Romans* and their aflbciates, in the 
places above mentioned, of certain loft their iives. None 
might be fpared, none ranfomed, but tailed all either a 
prefent or a lingering death ; no cruelty that either out- 
rage or the infolence of fuccefs put into their heads, was 
left unafted. The Roman wives and virgins hanged up 
all naked *, had their breafts cut off, and fewed to their 
j. mouths ; that in the grimnefs of death they might feem 

} to eat their own flefli ; while the Britons fell to feafting 

and caroufing in the temple of Andate their goddeis of 
viftory, Suetonius adding to his legion other old of- 
ficers and foldiers thereabout, which gathered to him, 
were near upon ten thoufand ; and purpofing with thofe 
not to defer battle, had chofen a place narrow, and not 
to be overwinged, on his rear a wood ; being well in- 
formed that his enemy were all in front on a plain Unapt 
for ambufh : the legionaries ftood thick in order, em- 
paled with light armed ; the horfe on either wing. The 
Britons in companies and fquadrons were every where 
Ihouting and fwarming, fuch a multitude as at other 
time never ; no lefs reckoned than two hundred and 
thirty thoufand : fo fierce and confident of viftory, that 
their wives alfo came in waggons to fit and behold the 
foorts as they made full account of killing Romans : a 
folly doubtlefs for the ferious Romans to imile at, as a 
fiire token of profpering that day : a woman alio was 
their commander in chief. For Boadicea and her daugh- 
ters ride about in a chariot, telling the tall champions as 
a great encouragement, that with the Britons it was 
ufual for women to be their leaders. A deal of other 
fondnels they put into her mouth, not worth recital ; 
how fhe was lathed, how her daughters were handled, 
things worthier filence^ retirement^ and a vail, than for 
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a woman to repeat, as done to her own peribn, or to 
hear repeated before a hoft of men. The Greek hifto- 
rian * lots her in the field on a high heap of turves, in a 
loofe-hodied gown declaiming, a fpear in her hand, a 
hare in her bofom, which after a long circumlocution, 
(he was to let flip among them for luck's fake ; then 
praying to Andate the Britilli goddefs, to talk again as 
fondly as before. And this they do out of a vanity, 
hoping to embellifli and fet out their hiftory with the 
ftrangcnefs of our ma'^ners, not caring in the mean while 
to brand us with the rankeft note of barbarifm, as if in 
Britain women were men, and men women. I affcd: 
nor fet fpleeches in a hiftory, unlefs known for certain to 
liave been fo fpoken in effeft as they are written, nor 
ihcn, unlefs worth rehearfal: and to invent fuch, though 
eloquently, as fome hiftorians have done, is an abufe of 
poftcrity, raifing in them that read other conceptions of 
thole times and perfons than were true. Much lefs there- 
fore do I puq)ofe here or elfewhere. to copy out tedious 
orations without decorum, though in their authors com- 
pofed ready to my hand. Hitherto what we have heard 
of CafTibelan, To^adumnus, Venufius, and Caraftacus, 
hath been full of magnanimity, fobcrnefs, and martial 
fkill : but the truth is, that in this battle and whole bu- 
finefs the Britons never more plainly manifefted them- 
fdves to be right Barbarians ; no rule, no forefight, no 
forccaft, experience or eftimation, either of themfelves 
or of their enemies; fuch confufion, fuch impotence, as 
fcemcd likeft not to a war, but to the wild hurry of a 
diftradted woman, with as mad a crew at her heels. 
Therefore Suetonius, contemning their unruly ncifes and 
fierce looks, heartens his men but to ftand cloie a while, 
and ftrike manfully this headlefs rabble that ftood 
neareft, the reft would be a purcbafe rather than a toil 
And fo it fell out ; for the legion, when they faw 
their time, burfting out like a violent wedge, quickly 
broke and diflipatcd what oppoled them ; all elfc only 
held out their necks to the flayer-, for their own 
carts and waggons were fo placed by themfelves, as left 
them but little room to efcape between. The iloman 
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flew all ; men, women, and the very drawing horfes lay 
heaped along the field in a gory mixture of flaughter. 
About fourlcore thoufand Britons are faid to have been 
flain on the placTe ; of the enemy fcarce four hundred, 
and not many more wounded. Boadicea poifoned her- 
felf, or, as others fay, fickened and died. * She was of 
ftature big and tall, of vifage grim and ftern, hardi of 
voice, her hair of a bright colour flowing down to her hips; 
flie wore a plaited garment of divers colours, with a great 
golden chain ; buttoned over all a thick robe. Gildas 
calls her the crafty lionefs, and leaves an ill fame upon 
Vier doings. Dion fets down otherwife the order of this 
fight, andlliat the field was not won without much dif- 
ficulty, nor without intention of the Britons to give 
another battle, had not the death of Boadicea come be- 
tween. Howbeit Suetonius, to preferve difcipline, and 
to difpatch the reliques of war, lodged with all the army 
in the open field ;• which was fupplied out of Germany 
with a thoufand horfe and ten thoufand foot ; thence 
difperfed to winter, and with incurfions to wafte thofc 
countries that flood out. But to the Britons' famine 
was a worfe affliction ; having left oft^, during this up- 
roar, to till the ground, and made reckoning to fcrvc 
themfelves on the provifions of their enemy. Neverthe- 
lefs thofc nations that were yet untamed, hearing of 
fome difcord rifcn between Suetonius and the new pro- 
curator Clafficianus, were brought but flowly to terms 
of peace ; and the rigour ufed by Suetonius on thfem 
that yielded, taught them the better courfe to ftand on 
their defence f. For it is certain that Suetonius, though 
elfe a worthy man, overproud of his viftory, gave too 
much way to his anger againfl: the Britons. Claffician 
therefore lending fuch word to Rome, that thefe fevere 
proceedings would beget an endlefs war, Polyclctus, no 
Roman but a courtier, was fent by Nero to examine how 
things went. Ke admonifhing Suetonius to ufe more 
mildnefs, awed the army, and to the Britons gave matter 
oflauglner. Who To much even till then were nurfed 
up in their native liberty, as to wonder that fo great a 
general with his whole army (hould be at the rebuke and 
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ordering of a court-fervitor. But* Suetonius a while 
after, having loft a few galleys on the (here, was bid re- 
fign his command to Petronius Turpilianus, who not 
provoking the Britons, nor by them provoked, was 
thought to have pretended the love of peace to what in- 
deed was his love of eafe and floth. Trebellius Maxi- 
mus followed his fteps, ufurping the name of gentle 
government to any remiflhels or negleft of difcipline; 
which brought in firft liccnfe, next difobedience into his 
camp ; incenfed againft him partly for his covetoufnefs, 
partly by the incitement of Ilofcius Caelius, legate of a 
legion ; with whom formerly difagreeing, now that civil 
war began in the empire, he fell to open difcord * ; charg- 
ing him with diforder and fedition, and him Cselius with 
peeling and defrauding the legions of their pay ; info- 
much that Trebellius, hated and deferted of the Ibidiers, 
was content a while to govern by bafc entreaty, and 
forced at length to flee the land. Which notwithttand- 
ing remained in good quiet, governed by Cjelius and the 
other legate of a legion, both faithful to Vitellius then 
emperor; who fent hither Veftius Bolanus; under whofe 
lenity, though not tainted with other fault, againft th? 
Britons nothing was done, nor in their own dijbipline 
reformed f. Petilius Cerealis by appointment of Velpa- 
fian fucceeding, had to do wilji the populous Brigantes 
in many battles, and fome of thofc not unbloody. For 
as we heard before, it § was Venufius wl)o even to thefc 
times held them tack, both himfelf remaining to the end 
unvanquifhed, and fome parf of his country not fo much 
as reached. It appears alfo by feveral paflages in tlie 
hiftories of Tacitus ||, that no fmall matter of Britiih 
forces were commanded over fea the year before to fervc 
in thofe bloody wars between Otho and Vitellius, Vitel- 
lius and Vefpafian contending for the empire. To Cere- 
alis fuccecded Julius Frontinus in the government of 
Britain **, who by taming the Silures, a people warlike 
and ftrongly inhabiting, augmented much his reputation. 
But Julius Agricola, whom Vefpafian in his laft year fent 
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hither, trained up from his youth in the Britifh wars, 
extended with vidtories the Roman limit beyond all his 
predeceffors. His coming was in the midft of fummer ; 
and the Ordovices to welcome the new general had hewn 
in pieces a whole fquadron of horfe which lay upon their 
bounds, few efcaping. Agricola, who perceived that 
the noife of this defeat had alio in the province defirous 
of novelty ftirred up new expeftations, refolves to 
be beforehand with the danger : and drawing together 
the choice of his legions with a competent number of 
auxiliaries, not being met by the Ordovices, who kept 
the hills, himfelf at the head of his men, hunts them 
up and down through difficult places, almoft to the final 
extirpating of that whole nation. With the fame cur- 
rent of fuccefs, what Paulinus had left unfinifhed he con- 
quers in the ifle of Mona : for the illandcrs altogether 
fearlefs of his approach, whom they knew to have no 
fliipping, when they faw themfelves invaded on a fudden 
by the auxiliars, whofe country-ufe had taught them to 
fwim over with horfe and arms, were compelled to yield. 
This gained Agricola much opinion : who at^ his very 
entrance, a time which others beftowed of courfe in 
hearing compliments and gratulations, had made fuch 
early progrefs into laborious and hardeft enterprifes. 
But by far not fo famous was Agricola in bringing war 
to a fpeedy end, as in cutting off the caufes from whence 
war arifes. For he knowing that the end of war was 
not to make way for injuries in peace, began reformation 
from his own houfe ; permitted not his attendants and 
followers to fway, or have to do at all in public affairs ; 
lays on with equality the proportions of corn and tribute 
that were impofed ; takes off exaftions, and the. fees of 
encroaching officers, heavier than the tribute itfelf. For 
the countries had been compelled before, to fit and wait 
the opening of public granaries, and both to fell and to 
buy their corn at what rate the publicans thought fit ; 
the purveyors alio commanding when they pleafed to 
bring it in, not to the neareft, but ftill to the remoteft 
places, cither by the compounding of iiich as would be 
excufed, or by caufing a dearth, where none was, made 
a particular gain. Thcfe grievances and the like, he in 
II ' thf 
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the time of peace removing, brought peace into fome cfe- 
dit; which before, fince the Romans coming, had as ill 
a name as war. The fummer following, Titus then em- 
peror*, he fo continually with inroads difquieted the 
enemy over all the ifle, and after terrour (o allured 
them with his gentle demeanour, that many cities which 
till that time would not bend, gave hoftages, admitted 
garrifons, and came in voluntarily. The winter he fpent 
all in worthy aftions; teaching and promoting like a pub- 
lic father the inftitutes and cuftoms of civil life. The in- 
habitants rude and fcattered, and by that the proner to 
war, he fo perfuaded to build houfes, temples, and feats 
of juftice ; and by prailing the forward, quickening the 
flow, aflifting all, turned the name of neceflity into an 
emulation. He caufed moreover the noblemen's fons 
to be bred up in liberal arts ; and by preferring the wits 
of Britain before the fludies of Gallia, brought them to 
affcdt the Latin eloquence, who before hated the lan- 
guage. Then were the Roman fafhions imitated, and 
the gown; after a while the incitements alfo and 
materials of vice, and voluptuous life, proud buildings, 
baths, and the elegance of banqueting; which the fool- 
iQier fort called civility, but was indeed a fecret art to 
prepare them for bondage. Spring appearing, he took 
the field, and with a profperous expedition wafted as far 
northward as frith of Taus all that obeyed not, with 
fuch a terrour, as he went, that the Roman army, though 
much hindered by tempeftuous weather, had the leifurc 
to build forts and caftles where they pleafed, none daring 
to oppofe them. Befides, Agricola had this excellence in 
him, (0 providently to choofe his places where to fortify, 
as not another general then alive. No fconce or fortreis 
of his railing was ever known either to have been forced, 
or yielded up or quitted. Out of thefe impregnable by 
fiegc, or in that cafe duly relieved, with continual irrup- 
tions he fo prevailed, that the enemy, whofe manner was 
in winter to regain what in fummer he had loft, was now 
alike in both feafons kept (hort and ftreightened. For 
thcfc exploits, then efteemcd fo great and honourable, 
Titus, in whofe r^ign they were achieved, was the fif- 
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tcenth time faluted imperator*; and of him Agricola 
received triiimpbal honours. The fourth fummer. Do- 
mitian then ruling the empire, he fpent in fettling and 
confirming what the year before he had travelled over 
with a running cbnqueft. And had the valour of his 
foldiers been anfwerable, he had reached that year, as 
was thought, the utmoft bounds of Britain, For Glota 
and Bodotria, now Dunbritton, and the frith of Edin- 
burgh, two oppofite arms of the fca, divided only by a 
neck of land, and all the creeks and inlets on this fide, 
were held by the Romans, and the enemy driven as it 
were into another ifland. In his fifth year f he pafled 
over into the Orcades, as we may probably guefs, and 
other Scotch ifles; difcovering and fubduing nations^ 
till then unknown. He gained alfo with his forces that 
part of Britain which faces Ireland, as aiming alfo to con* 
quer that ifland ; w^here one of the Irifli kings driven out 
by civil wars coming to him, he both gladly received and 
retained him as againft a fit time. The fummer enfuing, 
on miftruft that the nations beyond Bodotria would gc** 
ncrally rife, and forelay the paffages by land, he caufed 
his fleet, making a great fliow, to bear along the coaft, 
and up the friths and harbours ; joining mofl; commonly 
at night" on the fame fliorc both land and fca-forcesj with 
mutual fliouts and loud greetings. At fight whereof the 
Britons, not wont to fee their iea fo ridden, were much 
daunted. Howbcit the Caledonians § with great prepa- 
ration, and by rumour, as of things unknown much 
greater, taking arms, and of their own accord beginning 
war by the aflault of fundry caftles, fent back lome of 
their fear to the Romans themfelves : and there were of 
the commanders, who cloaking their fear under fliow 
of fage advice, counfelled the general to retreat back 
on this fide Bodotria. He in the mean while having 
intelligence, that the enemy would fall on in many 
bodies, divided alfo his army into three parts. Which 
advantage the Britons quickly fpying, and on a fud- 
dcn uniting what before they had disjoined, aflail by 
night with all their forces that part of the Roman army 
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which they knew to be the weakcft ; and breaking in 
upon the camp, furprifed between fleep and fear, had 
begun fome execution. When Agricola, who had learnt 
what way the enemies took, and followed them with all 
fpeed, fending before him the lighteft of his horfe, and 
foot to charge them behind, the reft as they came on to 
affright them with clamour, fo plied them without ref- 
pite, that by approach of day the Roman enfigns glit- 
tering all about, had encompaffed the Britons : who now 
after a (harp fight in the very ports of the camp, betook 
them to their wonted refuge, the woods and fens, pur- 
fued a while by the Romans ; that day elf^ in all appear- 
ance had ended the war. The legions reincouraged by 
this event, they alfo now boafting, who but lately 
trembled, cry all to be led on as far as there was Britifh 
ground. The Britons alfo not acknowledging the lols 
of that day to Roman valour, but to the policy of their 
captain, abated nothing of their ftoutnefs ; but arming 
their youth, conveying their wives and children to places 
of fafety, in frequent aflemblics, and by folemn cove- 
nants bound themfelves to mutual afliflance againft the 
common enemy. About the fame time a cohort qf Ger- 
mans having flain their centurion with other Roman 
officers in a mutiny, and for fear of punilhment fled on 
ihipboard, launched forth in three light galleys without 
pilot*; and by tide or weather carried round about the 
coaft, ufing piracy where they landed, while their (hips 
held out, and as their Ikill ferved them, with various 
fortune, were thefirft difcoverers to the Romans that Bri- 
tain was an ifland. f ^^e following fummer, Agricola 
having before (ent his navy to hover on the coaft, and 
With fundry and uncertain landings to divert and dif- 
unitc the Britons, himfelf with a power beft appointed 
for expedition, wherein alfo were many Britons, whom 
he had long tried both valiant and faithful, marches on- 
^^d to the mountain Grampius, where the Britifh, 
above thirty thoufand, were now lodged, and ftill increaf- 
»ng; for neither would th«ir old men, fo many as were 
yet vigorous and lufty, be left at home, long pracliled in 
'Var, and every one adorned with fome badge, or cogni- 
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zancc of his warlike deeds long ago. Of whom Gal- 
gacus, both by birth and merit the prime leader to their 
courage, though of itfelf hot and violent, is by his rough 
oratory, in dcteftation of fervitude and the Roman yoke, 
faid to have added much more eagernefs of fight, tefti- 
fied by their (houts and barbarous applaufes. As much 
did on the other fide Agricola exhort his foldiers to vic- 
tory and glor)' ; as much the foldiers by his firm and 
well-grounded exhortations were all on a fire to the on- 
fet. But firfthe orders them on this fort: Of eight thou- 
fand auxiliary foot he makes his middle ward, on the 
wings three thoufand horfe, the legions as a referve, 
ftood in array before the camp; either to feizethe vic- 
tory won without their own hazard, or to keep up the 
battle if it fliould need. The Britifli powers on the hill 
fide, as might beft ferve for (how and terrour, ftood in 
their battalions ; the firft on even ground, the next rifing 
behind, as the hill afcendcd. The field between rung 
with the noife of horfemen and chariots ranging up and 
down. Agricola doubting to be ovcrwinged, ftretches 
out his front, though fomewliat with the thinneft, info- 
much that many advifed to bring up the legions: yet he 
not altering, alights from his horfe, and ftands on foot 
before the enfigns. The fight began aloDf, and the Bri- 
tons had a certain ikill with their broad fwafliing fwords 
and ftiort bucklers either to ftrike afide, or to bear off the 
darts of their enemy ; and withal to fend back fliiowers 
of their own. Until Agricola difccrning that thofe little 
targets and unwieldy glaves ill pointed, would foon be- 
come ridiculous againft the thruft and clofe, commanded 
three Batavian cohorts, and two of the Tungrians exer- 
cifed and armed for clofe fight, to draw up, and come to 
handy ftrokes. The Bataviaas, as they were commanded, 
running in upon them, now with their long tucks thruft- 
ing at the face, now with their piked targets bearing 
them down, had made good riddance of them that ftood 
below ; and for hafte omitting further execution, began 
apace to advance up hill, feconded now by all the other 
cohorts. Mean while the horfemen flee, the charioteers 
mix themfelves to fight among the foot, where many of 
their horfe alfo fellcn in diforderly, were now more a 
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milchief to theb own, than before a terrour to their ene- 
mies. The battle was a confufed heap, the ground un- 
equal ; men, horfes, chariots crowded pellmell ; fometimes 
in little room, by and by in large, fighting, rulhing, fel- 
ling, overbearing, overturning. They on the hill, which 
were not yet come to blows, perceiving the fewnefs of 
their enemies, came down amain ; and had enclofed the 
Romans unawares behind, but that Agricola with a ftrong 
body of horfe, which he rcferved for luch a purpofe, re- 
pelled them back as faft ; and others drawn off the front, 
were commanded to wheel about and charge them on 
the backs. Tlien were the Romans clearly mailers; they 
follow, they wound, they take, and to take more, kill 
whom they take: the Britons, in whole troops with 
weapons in their hands one while fleeing the purfuer, 
anon without weapons defperately running upon the 
flayer. But all of them, when once they got the woods 
to their flielter, with frefti boldnefs made head again, 
and the forwarded on a fudden they turned and flew, 
the reft fo hampered, as had not Agricola, who was every 
where at hand, fent out his readied cohorts, with a part 
of his horfe to alight and fcour the woods, they had re- 
ceived a foil in the midd of viftor}' ; but following with 
a clofe and orderly purfuit, the Britons fled again, and 
were totally fcattered ; till night and wearinefs ended 
the chafe. And of them that day ten thoufand fell ; of 
the Romans three- hundred and forty, among whom 
Aulus Atticus the leader of a cohort ; carried with heat 
of youth, and the fiercenefs of his horfe too far on. The 
Romans jocund of this viftory, and the fpoil they got, 
fpent the night; the vanquiflied wandering about the field, 
both men and women, fome lamenting, lome calling their 
loft friends, or carrying off their wounded ; others forfak- 
ing, fome burning their own houfes ; and it was certain 
enough, that there were who with a dern compaflion laid 
violent hands on their wives and children, to prevent 
the more violent hands of hodile injury. Next day ap- 
pearing, manifcded more plainly the greatnefs of their 
lo6 received; every where filence, defolation, houfes 
burning afiar off, not a man feen, all fled, and doubtful 
whither : fuch word the fcouts bringing in. from all parts, 
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and the fummer now fpent, no fit feafon to difpcrfe a 
war, the Roman general Jeads bis army among the 
Horeftians ; by whom hoftages being given, he com- 
mands his admiral with a fufEcient navy to fail round 
the coaft of Britain ; himfclf with flow marches, that his 
delay in paffing might ferve to awe thole new conquered 
nations, beftows his army in their winter-quarters. The 
fleet alfo having fetched a profperous and fpeedy compafs 
about the ifle, put in at the haven Trutulenfis, now 
Richburgh near Sandwich, from whence it firfl: fet out *: 
and now likelieft, if not two years before, as was men- 
tioned, the Romans might difcover and fubdue the ifles 
of Orkney; which others with lefs realon, following j- 
Eufebius and Orofius, attribute to the deeds of Clau- 
dius. Thefe perpetual exploits abroad won him wide 
fame: with Domitian, under whom great virtue was 
as punilhable as open crime, won him . hatred §. 
For he maligning the renown of thefe his afts, in fliow 
decreed him honours, in fecret devifed his ruin. || Agri- 
cola therefore commanded home for doing too much of 
what he was fe.nt to do, left the province to his fucceflTor 
quiet and fecure. Whether he, as is conjedured, were 
Salufliius Lucullus, or before him fome other, for Sueto-- 
nius only names him legate of Britain under Domitian ; 
but further of him, or aught elfe done here until the 
time of Hadrian, is no where plainly to be found. Some 
gather by a preface in Tacitus to the book of his hifto- 
ries, that what Agricola won here, was foon after by Do- 
mitian either through want of valour loft, ox through 
envy neglefted. And Juvenal the poet fpeaks of Arvi- 
ragus in thefe days, and not before, king of Britain;, 
who flood fo well in his refiftance, as not only to be 
talked of at Rome, but to be held matter of a glorious 
triumph, if Domitian could take him captive, or over- 
come him. Then alfo Claudia Rufina the daughter of a 
Briton, and wife of Pudence a Roman fenator, lived at 
Rome famous by the verfe of Martial for beauty, wit^ 
and learning. The next we hear of Britain, is, that 
when Trajan was emperor, it revolted, and was iubdued. 
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But Hidrian next entering on the empire*, they foon 
unlubdued themfelves. Julius Severus, faith Dion, then 
governed the ifland, a prime foldier of that age: he 
being called away to fupprefs the Jews then in tumult 
left things at fuch a pafs, as caufcd the emperor in j)er- 
fon to take a journey hither f; where many things here- 
formed, and, as Auguftus and Tiberius counfclled, to gird 
the .empire within moderate bounds, he raifed a wall 
with great flakes driven in deep, and fafccned together, 
in manner of a (Irong mound, fourfcorc mile in length, 
to divide what was Roman from Barbarian ; as his man- 
ner was to do in other frontiers of his empire, where 
great rivers divided not the limits. No ancient author 
names the place, but old infcriptions, and the ruin itfelt 
yet teflifies where it went along between Solvvay frith by 
Carliile, and the mouth of Tine§. Hadrian having 
quieted the ifland, took it for honour to be titled on his 
coin, " The reftorerof Britain." In his time alfo Piifcus 
Licinius, as appears by an old infcription, was lieutenant 
here. Antonms Pius reigning ||, the Brigantcs ever 
kaft patient of foreign fervitude, breaking i;i upon Gle- 
noumm (which Camden guefles to be Guinethia or North 
Wales) part of the Roman province, were with the lofs 
of much territory driven back by Lollius Urbicus, who 
drew another wall of turves; in likelihood much beyond 
the former, and as Camden proves, between the frith 
of Dunbritton, and of Edinburgh; to hedge out incur- 
fions from the north. And Seius Saturninus, as is col- 
lefted from the digefls**, had charge here of the Roman . 
navy. With like uiccefs did Marcus Aurch'usff, next 
emperor, by his legate Calphurnius Agricola, tinilh here 
a new war: Commodus after him obtaining the empire. 
In his time, as among fo many different accounts may 
Icem mod probable, '§§ Lucius a fuppofjd king in forPiC 
part of Britain, the tirft of any king in 1 Airc.pe, tJiat 
we read of, received the Chriftian faith, and this nation 
the firft by public authority profcfled it: a high and lin- 
gular grace from above, if Cncerity and perfcvorance 
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went along, otherwife an empty boaft, and to be feared 
the verifying of that true fentence, " Tlie firft (hall be 
** laft.'* And indeed the praife of this aAion is more 
proper to king Lucius, than common to the nation; 
whofe firft profcfling by public authority was no real 
commendation of their true faith, which had appeared 
more fincere and praife- worthy, whether in this or other 
nation, firft prpfefled without public authority oragainft 
it, might el fe have been but outward conformity. Lu-^ 
cius in our Monmouth ftory is made the fccond by dc- 
fcent from Marius; Marius the fon of Arviragus is there 
faid to have overthrown the Pifts then firft coming out 
of Scythia, flain Roderic their king ; and in fign ot vic- 
tory to have fet up a monument of ftone in the country 
iince called Weftmaria; but thefe things have no foun- 
dation. Coilus the fon of Marius, all his reign, which 
wasjuft and peaceable, holding great amity with the Ro- 
mans, left it hereditary to Lucius. He (if Beda err not, 
living near five hundred years after, yet our ancienteft 
author of this report) fent to Elutherius, then bilhop of 
Rome*, ai- improbable.letter, as fome of the contents 
difcover, defiring that by his appointment he and his 
people might receive chriftianity. From whom two re- 
ligious doftors, named in our clironicles Faganus and 
Deruvianus, forthwith fent, are faid to have converted 
and baptized well nigh the whole nation -|-: thence Lu- 
cius to have had the furname of Levermaur, that is to 
fay, great light. Nor yet then firft was the Chriftian 
faith here known, but even from the latter days of Ti- 
berius, as Gildas confidently affirms, taught and propa- 
gated, and that as fome fay by Simon Zelotes, as others 
by Jofeph of Arimathea, Barnabas, Paul, Peter, and their 
prime difciples. But of thefe matters, varioufly written 
and believed, ecclefiaftic hiftorians can beft determine; 
as the bcft of them do, with little credit given to the 
particulars of fuch uncertain relations. As for Lucius, 
they write §, that after a long reign he was buried in 
Glocefter; but dying without iflue, left the kingdom in 
great commotion. By truer teftimony || we find that 
the greateft war which in thofe days bufied Commodus> 
« Poll Child. i8u t Nennius. § Geff. Mon. || Dion. 1. 72. 
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was in this ifland. For the nations northward, not* * 
withftanding the wall raifed to keep tlicm out, breaking 
in upon the Roman province, wafted wide ; and 
both the army and the leader that came againft them 
wholly routed, and deftroyed 5 which put the em- 
peror in fuch a fear, as to difpatch hither one of his bed 
commanders, Ulpius Marcellus •. He a man endowed 
with all nobleneis of mind, frugal and temperate, mild 
and magnanimous, in war bold and watchful, invincible 
againft lucre, and the aflault of bribes ; what with his 
Talour, and thefe his other virtues, quickly ended this 
war that looked fo dangerous, and had himfelf like to 
have been ended by the peace which he brought home, . 
for prefuming to be fo worthy and fo good under the 
envy of fo worthlefe and fo bad an eniperon f After 
whofc departure the Roman legions fell to feditioa 
among thcmfclves; fifteen hundred of them went to 
Rome in name of the reft, and were fo terrible to Cdm- 
. modus himfelf, as that to pleafe them he delivered up to 
their care Pcrennis the captain of his guard, for having 
in the Britifli war removed their leaders, who were fe- 
nators, and in their places put thofe of the equeftrian 
order. Notwithftanding which compliance, they endea- 
voured here to fet up another emperor againft him ; and 
Helvius Pertinax J, who fucceeded govemour, found it 
a work fo difficult to appeafe them, that once in a muti- 
ny he was left for dead among many ilain ; and though 
afterwards he feverely punilhed the tumulters, was 
£un at ledgth to feek a difmiffion from his charge. 
After him Clodius Albinus§ took the government ; but 
he, for having to the foldiers made an oration againft mo- 
narchy, by the appointment of Commodus was bid re- 
fign to Junius Severn: jj. But Albinus in thofe trou- 
blefome times enfuing under the fliort reign of Perti- 
aax and Didius Julianus ^« found means to keep In his 
hands the government of Britain ; although Septimius 
Scvcrus **, who next held the empire, fent hither He- 
nclttus to difplace him ; but in vain, for Albinus with 

•PoftChriit 183. tLamprid. in CQOUn. Poft ChriK. 186. 

tCapttdin. in Pert*] § Capitolin. in Alb. y Poft Uhn£L 193. 

4 Dion Did. Jul. •• Spartian. in Sever. 

Vot.IV. F *U 



€6 ^he Hifiory of Mnglmd. Book tl. 

I 

all the BritiQi powers and thofe of Gallia met Sevcru3 
about Lyons in France *, and fought a bloody battle 
with him for the empire, though at laft vanquiflicd and 
(lain. The government of Britain f Severus divided 
between two deputies ; till then one legate was thought 
fufficients the north he committed to Virius Lupus. 
X Where the Meata? rifing in arms, and the Caledonians, 
though they had promifcd the contrary to Lupus §, 
preparing to defend them, fo hard bcfet, he was com- 
pelled to buy his peace, and a few prifoners with great 
fums of money. But hearing that Severus had now 
brought to an end his other wars, he writes him plainly 
the ftate of things here U, " the Britons of the north 
made war upon him, broke into the province, and ha- 
rafled all the countries nigh them, that there Qeeded 
luddenly either more aid, or himfelf in perfon.'* Severus, 
though now much weakened with age and the gout, yet 
defirous to leave fome memorial of his warlike achieve- 
ments here, as he had done in other places, and befides to 
withdraw by this means his two Ions from the pleafurcs 
of Rome, and his.foldiers from idlenefs, with a mighty 
power, far fooner than could be expe&ed, arrives in 
Britain. ^ The northern people much daunted with the 
report of fo great forces brought over with him, and yet 
more preparing, fend embafladors to treat of peace, and 
to excufc their former doings. The emperor now loth 
to retum home without fome memorable thing, done, 
whereby he might affume to his other titles the addition 
of Britannicus, delays his anfwcr, and quickens his pre- 
parations j till in the end, when all things were in rear 
dinefs to follow them, they are difmiflcd without effedt. 
His principal care was to have many bridges laid over 
bogs and rotten moors, that his foldiers might have to 
fight on fure footing* For it feems through lack of til- 
lage, the northern parts were then, as Ireland is at this 
day; and the inhabitants in like manner wanted tore- 
tire, and defend themfelves in fuch watery places half 
naked. He alfo being paft Adrian's wall**, cut down 
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woods, made wtjs through hiib, faftened and filled up 
unfound and plafhy fens. Notwithftanding ail this ia^ 
duftry ufed, the enemy kept himfelf fo cunningly within 
his beft advantages, and feldom appearing^ fo opportune* 
ly found his times to make irruption upon the Romans, 
when they were mod in flraits and difficulties, fometimes 
training them on with a few cattle turned out, and drawn 
within ambufh cruelly handling them, that many a time 
encbfed in the midfl: of (loughs and quagmires, they 
chofe rather themfclves to kill fuch as were faint and 
could not (hift away, than leave them there a prey to 
the Caledonians *. Thus loft Severus, and by (icknefs 
in thoie noifome places, no lefs than fifty thouiand men : 
and yet defifted not, though for weaknefs carried in a 
litter, till he had marched through with his army to the 
utmoft northern verge of the ifle : and the Britons offer* 
iog peace, were compelled to lofe much of their country 
not before fubjedt to the Romans f. Severus on the 
frontiers of what he had firmly conquered, builds a wall 
cro(s the ifland from fea to fea ; which one author judges 
the moil magnificent of all his other deeds -, and that he 
thence received the flyle of Britannicus § ; in length a 
hundred and thirty two miles. Orofius adds it fortified 
with a deep trench, and between certain fpaces many 
towers, or battlements. The place whereof fome wiU 
have to be in Scotland, the fame which Lollius Urbicus 
had walled before. || Others affirm it only Hadrian's 
work reedified ; both plead authorities and the ancient 
track yet vifible : but this I leave among the ftudious of 
thefe antiquities to be difcuffed more at large. While 
peace held, the emprefs Julia meeting on a time certain 
Britiih ladies, and difcourling with the wife of Argen-* 
tocoxus a Caledonian, caft out a fcofTagainft the loofeneis 
of our ifland women ; whofe manner then was to ufe 
promifcuoufly the company of divers men. Whom 
ftraight the Britifh woman boldly thus anfwered : 
** Much better do we Britons fulfil the work of nature 
than you Romans; we with the beft men accuftom open- 
ly; you with the bafeft commit private adulteries.** 
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Whether (he thought this anfwer might ferve to juftfy 
the pradtice of her country, as when vices are compared, 
the greater feems to juftify the lefs; or whether the law 
and cuftom wherein (he was bred, had whipped out of 
her confcience the better diftate of nature, and not con- 
vinced her of the (hame; certain it is, that whereas other 
nations ufed a liberty not unnatural for one man to have 
many wives, the Britons • altogether as licentious, but 
more abfurd and prepofterous in their licenfe, had one 
or many wives in common among ten or twelve huf- 
bands ; and thofe for the moft part inceftuoufly. But 
no fooner was Severus returned into the province, than 
the Britons take arms again. Againft whom Severus, 
worn out with labours and infirmity, fends Antoninus 
his eldeft fon, exprefsly, commanding him to (pare neither 
fex nor age. But Antoninus, who had his wicked 
thoughts taken up with the contriving of his fether's 
death, a fafer enemy than a fon, did the Britons not 
much detriment. Whereat Severus, more overcome 
with grief than any other malady, ended his life at York f . 
After whofe deccafe Antoninus Caracalla his impious fon, 
concluding peace with the Britons, took hoftages and 
departed to Rome. The conductor of all this northern 
war Scottilh writers name Donaldus, he of Monmouth 
Fulgenius, in the reft of his relation nothing worth. 
From hence the Roman empire declining apace, good 
hiftorians growing fcarce, or loft, have left us little el(e 
but fragments for many years enfuing. Under Gordian 
the emperor we find, by the infcription J of an altar- 
ftone, that Nonius Philippus governed here. Under 
Galienus we read there was a ftrong and general revolt 
from the Roman legate. Of the thirty tyrants which 
not long after took upon them the ftyle of emperor §, 
by many coins found among us, LoUianus, Viftorinus, 
Pofthumus, the Tetrici, and Marius are conjedured to 
have rifen or born great fway in this ifland \\. Whence 
Porphyrins, a philofopher then living, faid that Britain 
was a foil fruitful of tyrants 5 and is noted to be the firft 
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author that makes mention of the Scottifti nation. While 
Probus was emperor *, Bonofus the fon of a rhetorician, 
bred up a Spaniard, though by defcent a Briton, and a 
matchlefs drinker ; nor much to be blamed, if, as they 
write, he were (lill wifefl: in his cups ; having attained in 
warfare to high honours, and laftly in his charge over 
the German (hipping, willingly, as was thought, mif- 
carried, trufting on his power with the weftern armies, 
and joined with Proculus, bore himfelf a while for em- 
peror ; but after a long and bloody fight at CuUen, van- 
quifhed by Probus, he hanged himfelf, and gave occafion 
of a ready jeft made on him for his much drinking : 
" Here hangs a tankard, not a man." After this -f, 
Probus with much wifdom prevented a new rifing here 
in Britain by the fevere loyalty of Viftorinus a Moor, at 
whofe entreaty he had placed here that governour which 
rebelled. For the emperor upbraiding him with the 
difloyalty of whom he had commended, Viftorinus un- 
dertaking to fet all rigtit again, hades thither, and finding 
indeed the governour to intend fcdition, by fome con- 
trivance not mentioned in the ftory, flew him, whofe 
name J fome imagine to be Cornelius Lelianus. They 
write alfb that Probus gave leave to the Spaniards^ 
Gauls, and Britons to plant vines, and to make wine^* 
and having fubdued the Vandals and Burgundians in a 
great battle §, fent over many of them hither to 
inhabit, where they did good fervice to the Romans, 
when any infurreftion happened in the ifle. After 
whom Carus emperor going againfl the Perfians, left 
Carinus || one of his fons to govern among other weflern 
provinces this ifland with imperial authority; but him 
Dioclefian, faluted emperor by the eaflern arms, over- 
came and flew. About which time Caraufius ^, a man 
of low parentage, born in Menapia, about the parts of 
Cleves and Juliers, who through all military degrees was 
made at length admiral of the Belgic and Armoric feas, 
then much infefled by the Franks and Saxons, what he 
took from the pirates, neither refloring to the owners 
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nor accounting to the public^ but enriching himfelf^ and 
yet not fcouring the feas, but conniving rather at thofe 
lea robbers, was grown at length too great a delinquent 
to be lefs than an emperor*; for fear and guiltinefs in 
thofe days made emperors oftener than merit : and un* 
derftanding that Maximianus Herculius \y Dioclefian's 
adopted fon, was come againfl; him into Gallia, palled 
over with the navy, which he had made his own, into 
Britain, and poffeffed the ifland. Where he built a new % 
fleet after the Roman fafhion, got into his power the le- 
gion that was left here in garriion, other outlandifli co- 
horts detained, lifted the very merchants and faftors of 
Gallia, and with the allurement of fpoil invited great 
numbers of other barbarous nations to his part, and 
trained them to fea fervice, wherein the Romans at that 
time were grown fo out of Ikill, that Caraufius with his 
navy did at fea what he lifted, robbing on every coaft ; 
whereby Maximilian, able to come no nearer than the 
ihore of Boloigne, was forced to conclude a peace with 
Caraufius, and yield him Britain § ; as one fitteft to 
guard the province there againft inroads from the North. 
But not long after || having affumed Conftantius Chlo- 
rus to the dignity of Caefar, fent him againft Caraufius; 
who in the mean while had made himfelf ftrong both 
within the land and without %. Galfrcd of Monmouth 
writes, that he made the Pifts his confederates; to 
whom, lately come out of Scythia, he gave Albany to 
dwell in : and it is obferved, that before his time the 
PiAs are not known to have been any where mentioned, 
and then firft by Eumenius a rhetorician **. He re- 
paired and fortified the wall of Severus with feven caf- 
tles, and a round houfe of fmooth ftone on the bank of 
Carron, which river, faith Ninnius, was of his name fo 
called ; he built alfo a triumphal arch in remembrance of 
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by his permiffion feated themfelves in Belgia, were at his 
devotion. But Conftantius hafting into Gallia, befieges 
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Boloigne, and with ftones and timber obftruding the 
port, keeps out all relief that i^ould be fent in by Carau- 
lius. Who ere Conftantius, with the great fleet which 
he had prepared, could arrive hither, was flain treache- 
loufly • by Aleftus one of his friends, who longed to 
ftcp into his place ; when he feven years, and worthily as 
feme (ay, as others tyrannically, had ruled the ifland. 
So much the more did Conftantius profccute that oppor- 
tunity, before Aleftus could well ftrengthen his affairs § : 
and though in ill weather, putting to fea with all ur- 
gency from feveral havens to fpread the terrour of his 
landing, and the doubt where to expeft him, in a mift 
pafling the Britilh fleet unfeen, that lay fcouting near 
the ifle of Wight, no fooner got afhore, but fires his own 
fliips, to leave no hope of refuge but in viftor}^ Aleftus 
alio, though now much difmayed, transfers his fortune 
to a battle on the (hore ; but encountered by Afclepio- 
dotus, captain of the praetorian bands, and defperately 
nifliing on, unmindful both of ordering his men, or 
bringing them all to fight, fave the acceflbries of his 
trealon, and his outlandifli hirelings, is overthrown^ 
and flain with little or no lofs to the Romans, but great 
execution on the Franks. His body was found almoft 
naked in the field, for his purple robe he had thrown 
afide, left it fliould defcry him, unwilling to be found* 
The reft taking flight to London, and purpofing with 
the pillage of that city to efcape by fea, are met by ano- 
ther part of the Roman army, whom the mift at fea 
disjoining had by chance brought thither, and with a 
new flaughter chafed through all the ftreets. The Bri- 
tons, their wives alfo and children, with great joy got 
out to meet Conftantius, as one whom they acknow- 
ledge their deliverer from bondage and infolence. All 
this feems by Eumenius J, who then lived, and was of 
Conftantius's houfliold, to have been done in the courfe 
of one continued aftion; fo alfo thinks Sigonius, a 
learned writer : though all others allow three years to 
the tyranny of Aleftus, In thefe days were great ftore 
of workmen^ and excellent builders in this ifland, whom, 
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after the alteration of things here, the iEduans in Bur- 
;undy entertained to build their temples, and public edi- 
ices. Dioclefian having hitherto fuccefsfully ufed his 
Valour againft the enemies of his empire, ufes now his 
rage in a bloody perfecution againft his obedient and 
harmlefs Chiiftian lubjeds : from the feeling whereof 
neither was this ifland, though moft remote, far enough 
removed *. Among them here who lufFered glorioufly^ 
Aron, and Julius of Caerleon upon Ufk, but chiefly AI- 
bah of Verulam, were moft renowned ; the ftqry of 
whofe martyrdom loiied, and vyorfe martyred with the 
febling zeal of fome idle fancies, more fond of miracles, 
than apprehenfive of truth, deferves not longer digreffion^ 
Conftantius, after Dioclefian, dividing the empire with 
Galerius, had Britain among his other provinces > where 
cither preparing or returning with a vidtory from an expe- 
dition againft the Caledonians, he died at York f. His 
fon Conftantine, who happily came poft from Rome to 
Boloigne,juft about the time, faith Eumenius, that his 
father was fetting fail his laft time hither, and not long 
before his death, was by him on his deathbed named, 
and after his funeral, by the whole army faluted empe- 
ror. There goes a fame, and that feconded by moft of 
our own hiftorians, though not thofe the ancienteft, 
that Conftantine was born in this ifland, his mother He- 
lena the daughter of Coilus a Britifh prince, not fure the 
father of king Lucius, whofe fifter (he muft then be, for 
that would detedt her too old by a hundred years to be 
the mother of Conftantine. But to falve this incohe- 
rence, another Coilus is feigned to be then earl of Col- 
chefter. To this therefore the Roman authors give no 
teftimony, except a palfage or two in the Panegyrics, 
about the fenfe whereof much is argued : others J neareft 
to thofe times clear the doubt, and write him certainly 
born of a mean woman, Helena, the concubine of Con- 
ftantius, at Naifus in Dardania. § Howbeit, ere his de- 
parture hence, he feems to have had fome bickerings- in 
the North, which by rcafon of more urgent affairs com- 
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pofed, he pafles into Gallia ; and after four years returns 
either to fettle or to alter the ftate of things here, until 
a new war againil Maxcntius called him back, leaving 
Facatianushis vicegerent. * He deceafing, Conftantine 
his elded fon enjoyed lor his part of the empire, with all 
the provinces that lay on this (ide the Alps, this iiland 
alfo. f But falling to civil war with Conftans his bra<* 
ther, was by him flain ; who with his third brother 
Conftantius coming into Britain, feized it as vi6tor. 
Againft him rofe Magnentius J, one of his chief com- 
manders, by fome affirmed the fon of a Briton, he hav« 
ing gained on his fide great forces, contefled with Con- 
ftantius in many battles for the fole empire ; but van- 
quiflied, in the end flew himfelf. § Somewhat before 
this time Gratianus Funarius, the father of Valentinian, 
afterwards emperor, had chief command of thofe armies 
which the Romans kept here. | And the Arian doc^* 
trine which then divided Chriftendom, wrought alfo in 
this ifland no fmall difturbance ; a land, faith Gildas^ 
greedy of every thing new, fledfaft in nothing. At laft 
** Conflantius appointed a fynod of more than four 
hundred bifhops to aiTemble at Ariminum on the em* 
pcror*s charges, which the reft all refufing, three only of 
the Britifh, poverty confbrainingthem, accepted; though 
the other bifhops among them offered to have born their 
charges ; elteeming it more honourable to live on the 
public, than to be obnoxious to any private purfe* 
Doubtlels an ingenuous mind, and far above the prefby- 
ters of our age; who hke well to fit in afTembly on the 
public ftipend, but liked not the poverty that caufed thefe 
to do fb. After this Martinus was deputy of the pro- 
vince ; who being offended with the cruelty which Pau- 
lus, an inquifitor fent from Conflantius, exercifed in his 
inquiry after thofe militaiy officers who had confpired 
with Magnentius, was himfelf laid hold on as an accef^ 
Tory: at which enraged he runs at Paulus with his 
drawn fword ; but failing to kill him, turns it on him- 
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fclf. Next to whom, as majr be guefled, AHpius was 
made deputy. In the mean time Julian *, whom CJon* 
flantius had made Caeiar, having recovered much ter- 
ritory about the Rhine, where the German inrodes be- 
fore had long infiilted, to relieve thofe countries almoft 
ruined, caufcs eight hundred pinnaces to be built; and 
with them, by frequent voy^es, plenty of corn to be 
fetched in from Britain ; which even then was the ufual 
bounty of this foil to thofe parts, as oft as French and 
Saxon pirates hindered not the tranfportation f . While 
X Conftantius yet reigned, the Scots and Pifts breaking 
in upon the Northern confines, Julian, being at Paris, 
fends over Lupicinus, a well-tried foldier, but a proud 
and covetous man, who with a power of light-armed 
Herulians, Batavians, and Msefians, in the midft of win- 
ter failing from Boloigne, arrives at Rutupise, feated on 
the oppofite (hore, and comes to London, to confult 
there about the war \ but foon after was recalled by Ju- 
lian, then chofen emperor. Under whom we read not 
of aught happening here, only that Palladius, one of his 
great ofiicers, was hither banifhed. § This year Valen- 
tinian being emperor, the Atticots, Pifts, and Scots, 
roving up and down, and lad the Saxons with perpetual 
landings and invafions harried the South coail of Britain ; 
flew Neftaridius who governed the fea borders, and 
Bulchobaudes with his forces by an ambufli. With 
which news Valentinian not a little perplexed, lends firft 
Severus high fteward of his houfe, and foon recals him ; 
then Jovinus, who intimating the neceffity of greater 
fupplies, he fends at length Theodofius, a man of tried 
valour and experience, father to the firft emperor of that 
name. He | with felefted numbers out of the legions, 
and cohorts, crojflTes the fea from Boloigne to Rutupise j 
from whence with the Batavians, Herulians, and other 
legions that arrived foon after, lie marches to London ; 
and dividing his forces into feveral bodies, fets upon the 
difperfed and plundering enemy, laden with fpoil ^ from 
whom recovering the booty which they led away, 
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mnd were forced to leave there with their lives, he ic« 
(lores all to the right owners, fave a fmall portion to his 
wearied foldiers, and enters London vidoriouily ; which» 
before in many ftraits and difficulties, was now revived 
as with a great deliverance. The numerous enemy 
with whom he had to deal, was of different nations, 
and the war fcattered : which Theodofius, getting dai- 
ly fome intelligence from fugitives and prifoners, it- 
folves to carry on by fudden parties and furprifals, rather 
than fet batdes; nor omits he to proclaim indemnity to 
fuch as would lay down arms, and accept of peace, 
which brought in many. Yet all this not ending the 
work, he requires that Civilis, a man of much upright- 
nefst might be fent him, to be as deputy of the iiland, 
and Dulcitius a famous captain. Thus was Theodofius 
bufied, befctting with ambuflies the roving enemy, re- 
prefling his roads, reftoring cities and caftles to their 
former fafety and defence, laying every where the firm 
foundation of a long peace, when * Valentinus a Pan- 
nonian, for fome great offence baniflied into Britain, 
confpiring with certain exiles and foldiers againft The- 
odofius, whofe worth he dreaded as the only obftacle to 
his greater defign of gaining the iile into his power, is 
difcovered, and with his chief accomplices delivered over 
to condign puniffiment: againft the reft, Theodofius 
with a ,wife lenity fuffered not inquifition to proceed too 
rigoroufly, left the fear thereof appertaining to fo many, 
occafion might arife of new trouble in a time fo unfet- 
tled. This done, he applies himfelf to reform things out 
of order, raifes on the confines many flrong-holds; and 
in them appoints due and diligent watches: and fo re- 
duced all things out of danger, that the province, which 
but lately was under command of the enemy, became 
now wholly Roman, new named Valentia of Valentinian, 
and the city of London, Augufta. Thus Theodofius 
nobly acQuitting himfelf in all affairs, with general ap* 
plaufe ot the whole province, accompained to the fea- 
fide, returns to Valentinian. Who about five years after 
fent hither Fraomarius, a king of the Almans f, with 
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authority of a tribune over his own country forces j 
which then, both for number and good fcrvice, were in 
high efleem. Againft Gratian, who fucceeded in the 
Weflern empire, Maximui a Spaniard, and one who had 
ferved in the Britifti wars with younger * Theodofius, 
(for he alfo, either with his father, or not long after him, 
(eems to have done fomething in this ifland) and now 
general of the Roman armies here, either difcontcnted 
that Theodofius was preferred before him to the empircj^ ' 
or conftrained by the foldiers who hated Gratian, af- 
fumes the imperial purple f; and having attained, vic- 
tory againft the Scots and Pifts, with the flower and 
ftrength of Britain, paffes into France ; there flays Gra- 
tian, and without much difficulty, the fpace of | five 
years, obtains his part of the empire, overthrown at 
length, and flain by Theodofius. With whom perifti- 
ing moft of his followers, or not returning out of Ar- 
morica, which Maximus had given them to pofl^efs, the 
South of Britain by this means exhaufted of her youth, 
and what there was of Roman foldiers on the confines 
drawn oflT, became a prey to favage invafions j § of Scots 
from the Irifli feas, of Saxons from the German, of PiAs 
from the North. Againft them, firft, || Chryfanthus the 
fon of Marcian a biftiop, made deputy of Britain by 
Theodofius, demeaned himfelf worthily : then Stilichp 
a man of great power, whom Theodofius dying left pro- 
tedor of his fon Honorius, either came in perfon, oc 
fending over fufficient aid, repreflfed them, and as it 
feems new fortified the wall againft them. But that 
legion being called away, when the Ronjan armies firom 
all parts hafted to relieve Honorius, •* then befieged in ' 
Afta of Piemont, by Alaric the Goth, Britain was left . 
expofed as before, to thofe barbarous robbers. Left any 
wonder how the Scots came to infeft Britain from the 
Irifli fea, it muft be underftood, that the Scots not many 
years before had been driven all out of Britain by Max- 
imus ff ; and their king Eugenius flain in fight, as their 
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own annals report : whereby, it feems, wandering up and 
down, without certain feat, they lived by fcumming 
thofe feas and (hores as pirates. But more authentic 
writers confirm us, that the Scots, whoever they be ori- 
ginally, came firft into Ireland, and dwelt there, and 
named it Scotia long before the North of Britain took 
that name. * Orofius, who lived at this time, writes, 
that Ireland was then inhabited by Scots. About this 
time ^y though troublefome, Pelagius a Briton found the 
leiiure to bring new and dangerous opinions into the 
church, and is largely writ agamft by St. Auftin. But 
the Roman powers which were called into Italy, when 
once the fear of Alaric was over, made return into feve- 
ral provinces ; and perhaps Viftorinus of Tolofa, whom 
Rutilius the poet much commends, might be then pre- 
kGt of this ifland ; if it were not he whom Stilicho fent 
hither. Buchanan writes, that endeavouring to reduce 
the Pifts into a province, he gave the occafion of their 
calling back Fergufius and the Scots, whom Maximus 
with their help had quite driven out of the ifland : and 
indeed the verfes of that poet fpeak him to have been 
adive in thofe parts. But the time which is afligned 
him later by Buchanan after GratianusMuniceps, by Cam- 
den after Conftantine the tyrant, accords not with that, 
which follows in the plain courfe of hiftory. J For the 
Vandals having broke in and wafted all Belgia, even to 
thofe places firom whence eafieft paffage is into Britain, 
the Roman forces here, doubting to be fuddenly inva- 
ded, were all in uproar, and in tumultuous manner fet 
up Marcus, who it may ieem was then deputy. But 
him not found agreeable to their heady courles, they as 
haftily kill § ; for the giddy favour of a mutinying rout 
is as dangerous as their fury. The like they do by 
II Gratian a Britifli Roman, in four months advanced, 
adored, and dedroyed. There was among them a com- 
mon (bldier whofe name was Conftantine, with him on 
a fudden fo taken they are, upon the conceit put in them 
of the luckinefs in his name, as without other vifible 
merit to create him emperor. It fortuned that the man 

• Orof. L 1. c. 2. t Poft Chrift. 40c. ; Poll Chrift. 407, 
Zosim.L6. {SombuI. 9. H Orof, 1.7. 
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had not his name for nought \ fo well he knew to lay 
hold, and make good ufe of an unexpeded offer. He 
therefore with a wakened fpirit, to the extent of hisforr 
tune dilating his mind, which in his mean condition be- 
fore lay contrafted and ftirunk up, orders with good ad- 
vice his military affairs : and with the whole force of the 
province, and what of Britifti was able to bear arms, he 
paffTes into France, afpiring at leaft to an fequal ftiare with 
Honorius in the empire. Where, by the valour of Edo- 
becus a Frank, and Gerontius a Briton, and partly by 
perfuafion, gaining all in his way, he comes to Aries *. 
With like felicity by his fon Conftans, whom of a monk 
he had made a Caefar, and by the condud of Gerontius 
he reduces all Spain to his obedience. But Conftans after 
this difplacing Gerontius, the affairs of Conftantine fooa 
went to wreck; for he by this means alienated, fet up 
Maximus one of his friends againft him in Spain ^f- ; and 
pafling into France, took Vienna by aflault, and havinj 
ilain Conftans in that city, calls on the Vandals againi 
Conftantine ; who by him incited, as by him before they 
had been reprefled, breaking forward, overrun moft part 
of France. But when Conftantius Comes, the emperor's 
general, with a ftrong power came out of Italy, % Geron- 
tius, deferted by his own forces, retires into Spain ^ 
where alfo growing into contempt with the foldiers, after 
his flight out of France, by whom his houfe in the night 
was belet §, having firft with a few of his fervants defended 
himfelf valiantly, and flain above three hundred, though 
when his darts and other weapons were fpent he might 
have efcaped at a private door, as all his fervants did, 
riot enduring to leave his wife Nonnichia, whom he 
loved, to the violence of an enraged crew, he firft cuts 
off* the head of bis friend Alanus, as was agreed $ next 
his wife, though loth and delaying, yet by her entreated 
and importuned, refuting to outlive her huft)and, he 
difpatches : for which her refolution, Sozomenus an ec- 
clefiaftic writer gives her high praife, both as a wife, and 
as achriftian. Laft of all, againft himfelf he turns his 
fword ; but miffing the mortal place, with h'ls poniard 

• Poft Chriil. 408. t Fbft Chrift. 409. | Sozom. 1. 9. 

§ Olympiodor. apod Photiiiai. 
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fioifhes the work. Thus &r is purfued the dory of a 
famous Briton, related negligently by our other hifto- 
rians. As for Conftantine, his ending was not anfwer- 
able to his fetting out ; for he with his other Ton Julian 
bcfieged by Conflantius in Aries, and mi(bru(ling the 
change of his wonted fuccefs, to fave his head, poorly 
turns pried ; but that not availing him, is carried into 
Italy, and there put to death ; having four years afted 
the emperor. While thefe things were doing •, the 
Britons at home, dcftitute of Roman aid, and the chief 
ftrength of their own youth, that went firft with Max- 
imus, then with Conftantine, not returning home, vexed 
and harafled by their wonted enemies, had fent meilages 
to Honorius ; but he at that time not being able to de* 
fend Rome itfelf, which the fame year was taken by Ala- 
ric, advifes them by his letter to confult how beft they 
might for their own fafety, and acquits them of the 
Roman jurifdiftionf. They therefore thus relinquilhed, 
and by all right the government relapfing into their own 
hands, thenceforth betook themfelves to live after their 
own laws, defending their bounds as well as they were 
able; arid the Armoricans, who not long after were 
called the Britons of France, followed their example. 
Thus expired this great empire of the Romans ; firft in 
Britain, foon after in Italy itfelf : having born chief 
fway in this ifland, though never thoroughly fubdued, 
or all at once in fubjedtion, if we reckon from the 
coming in of Julius to the taking of Rome by Alaric, in 
which year Honorius wrote thofe letters of difcharge into 
Britain, the fpace of 462 years J. And with the em- 
pire fell alfo what before in this Weftern world was 
chiefly Roman; learning, valour, eloquence, hiftory, ci- 
vility, and even language itfelf, all thefe together, as it 
were, with equal pace, diminifliing and decaying. 
Henceforth we are to fteer by another fort of authors ; 
near enough to the things they write, as in their own 
country, it that would ferve; in time not much belated, 
fome of equal age ; in expreflion barbarous, and to fay 
how judicious, 1 fufpend a while: this we muft expeft; 
in civil matters to find them dubious relaters, and ftill to 
• GiUa^ Beda. Zozim. L 6. f Procopias vandallc. t Calvif. Sigon. 
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the bed advantage of what they term Holy Church, 
meaning indeed themfelves: in mod other matters of 
religion, blind, aftonilhed, and flruck with fuperftition 
as with a planet ; in one word. Monks. Yet thefeguides, 
where can be had no better, mud be followed ; in grofs. 
It may be true enough ; in circumftances each man, as his 
judgement gives hun, may referve his faith, or beftow 
it. But ib different a date of things requires a feveral 
relation. 



THE END OP THB SECOND BOOK. 
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THE 

HISTORY OF BRITAIN. 

THE THIRD BOOK. 

THIS third book having to tell of accidents as va* 
rious and exemplary as the intermiflfion or change 
of government hath any where brought forth, may de- 
lerve attention more than common, and repay it with 
like benefit to them who can judicioufly read : confider- 
ing efpecially that the late civil broils had cad us into a 
condition not much unlike to what the Britons then 
were in when the imperial jurifdidtion departing hence 
left them to the fway of their own councils ; which times 
by comparing ferioufly with thefe latter, and that con- 
fufed anarchy with this interreign, we may be able from 
two fuch remarkable turns of (late, producing like events 
among us, to raife a knowledge of ourfelves both great 
and weighty, by judging hence what kind of men the 
Britons generally are in matters of fo high enterpriie ; 
how by nature, induftry, or cuftom, fitted to attempt or 
undergo matters of fo main confequence : for if it be si * 
high point of wifdom in every private man, much more 
is it in a nation to know itfelf ; rather than puffed up 
with vulgar flatteries and encomiums, for want of felN 
knowledge, to enterprife raflily and come off miferably 
in great undertakings. 

[ * "Of thefe who fwayed mofl in the late troubles, 
•* few words as to this point may fuffice. They had 
*' arms, leaders, and fuccefles to their wifh ; but to make 
*^ ufe of fo great an advantage was not their (kill. 

•• To other caufes therefore, and not to the want of 
" force, or warlike manhood in the Britons, both thofe, 
*' and thefe lately, we muft impute the ill hufbanding of 
'* thofe fair opportunities, which might feem to have put 

* The follonrtne paragraphs, marked with inverted commas, have 
bees omitted in dl tne former editions of oor author's Hiftory of BritaiSf 
except that pabliihed in the coUedion of hit works, 1738. t vol. fbUo^ 
nd the fubieqatat ediuoA in quarto. 
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liberty fo long defired, like a bridle into their hands. 
Of which other caufcs equally belonging to ruler, pricft, 
and people, above hath been related : which, as they 
brought thofe ancient natives to mifery and ruin, by 
liberty, which, rightly ufed, might have made them 
happy ; fo brought they thefe of late, after many la7 
bours, much bloodflied, and vaft expenfe, to ridicu- 
" lous fruftration : in whom the like defedts, the like 
" mifcarriages notorioufly appeared, with vices not lefe 
" hateful or inexcufable. 

" For a parliament being called, to addrefs many 
" things, as it was thought, the people with great 
courage, and expeAation to be eafed of what difcon- 
tented them, chofe to their behoof in parliament, fuch 
as they thought bed aflfedted to the public good, and 
" fome indeed men of wifdom and integrity; the reft, 
'* (to be fure the greater part,) whom wealth or ample 
*' pofTeflions, or bold and adive ambition (rather than 
^* merit) had commended to the fame place. 

'/* But when once the fuperficial zeal and popular 
" fumes that adted their New magiftracy were cooled, 
and fpent in them, flrait every one betook himfelf 
(fetting tl)C commonwealth behind, his private ends 
*^ before) to do as his own profit or ambition led him. 
*' Then was jufticc delayed, and foon after denied : fpight 
" and favour determined all : hence faction, thence 
treachery, both at home and in the field : every where 
wrong, and oppreffion: foul and horrid deeds com- 
" mitted daily, or maintained, in fecret, or in open. 
** Some who had been called from (hops and warehoufes, 
** without other merit, to fit in fupreme councils and 
" committees, (as their breeding was) fell to huckfter 
" the commonwealth. Others did thereafter as men 
'" could footh and humour them beft ; fo he who would 
" give moft, or, under covert of hypocritical zeal^ in- 
'•* finuate bafcft, enjoyed unworthily the rewards of learn* 
^^ in^ and fidelity ; or efcaped the punilhment of his 
•' crimes and mifdeeds. Their votes and ordinances, 
*^ which men looked (hould have contained the repealing 
^^ of bad laws, and the immediate conftitution of better» 
'^ refounded with nothing elfe^ but new inipofitions» 

*' taies. 
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taxes, cxcifcs ; yearly, monthly, weekly. Not to 
reckon the offices, gifts, and preferments beftowed and 
fliared among themfelves : they in the mean while, 
who were ever faithfulleft to this caufe, and freely aided 
them in perfon, or with their fubftance, when they 
durft not compel either, flighted and bereaved after of 
their juft debts by greedy fequeftrations, were tolTed 
up and down after miierable attendance from one com- 
mittee to another with petitions in their hands, yet 
either mifled the obtaining of their fuit, or though it 
were at length granted, (mere fliame and reafon oft- 
times extorting from them at lead a (how of juftice) 
*^ yet by their fequeftrators and fubcommittees abroad, 
*' men for the moft part of infatiable hands, and noted 
** difloyalty, thofc orders were commonly dilbbeyed : 
" which for certain durft not have been, without fecret 
•* compliance, if not compaft with (bme fupcriours able 
** to bear them out. Thus were their friends confifcate 
" in their enemies, while they forfeited their debtors to 
'^ the ftate, as they called it, but indeed to the ravening 
" feizure of innumerable thieves in office : yet were 
withal no lefs burdened in all extraordinary afleflmenta 
and oppreffions, than thofe whom they took to be dif^ 
'^ affe&ed : nor were we happier creditors to what wo 
^' called the ftate, than to them who were fequeflered as 
" the ftate's enemies. 

'* For that faith which ought to have been kept as fa- 
*' cred and inviolable as any thing holy, ^ the Public Faith,' 
*^ after infinite fums received, and all the wealth of the 
^ church not better employed, but fwallowed up into a 
^ private Gulf, was not ere Jong afhamed to confefs 
** bankrupt.* And now befides the fweetnefs of bribery, 
^ and otiMC gain, with the love of rule, their own guiU 
*' tinefs and the dreaded name of Juft Account, which the 
^* people hod long called for, difcovered plainly that there 
** were of their own number, who fecretly contrived and 
^' fixnented thofe troubles and combuftions in the land, 
which openly they fat to remedy; and would con- 
tinually find fuch work, as fhould keep them from being 
ever brought to that Terrible Stand of laying down 
their authority fi>r lack of new bufioefs, or not draw- 
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•* ing it out to any length of time, though upon the ruiil 
** of a whole nation. 

' " And if the ftate were in this plight, religion was 
^ not in much better ; to reform which, a certam num- 
*' ber of divines were called, neither chofen by any rule 
*' or Cuftom ecclefiaftical, nor eminent for either piety or 
knowledge above others left out ; only as each mem- 
ber of parliament in his private fancy thought fit, (b 
elefted one by one. The mod part of them were fuch, 
** as had preached and cried down, with great (how of 
zeal^ the avarice and pluralities of bifhops and prelates ; 
that one cure of fouk was a full employment for one 
fpiritual paftor how able focvcr, if not a chaise rather 
** above human ftrength. Yet thefe confcientious men 
** (ere any part of the work done for which they came 
" together, and that on the public falary) wanted not 
** boldnefs, to the ignominy and fcandal of their, paftor- 
like profeffion, and efpecially of their boafted refor- 
mation, to feize into their hands, or not unwillingly 
** to accept (befides one, fometimes two or more of the 
*' 'beft livings) collegiate maftcrlhips in the univerfitiei, 
" rich leftures in the city, fetting fail to all winds that 
might blow gain into their covetous bofoms : by which 
means thefe great rebukers of nonrefidcnce, among {o 
many diftant cures, were not aftiamed to be feen fb 
quickly pluralilb and nonrefidents themfelves, to a 
^* fearful condemnation doubtlefs by their own mouths. 
And yet the main doftrine for which they took fuch 
pay, and infiftcd upon with more vehemence than 
" gofpel, was but to tell us m effeft, that their doftrine 
was worth nothing, and the fpiritual power of their 
miniftry lefs available than bodily compulfion ; per- 
fuading the magiftrate to ufe it, as a ftronger means to 
** fubdue and bring in confcience, than evangelical per- 
" fuafion: diftrufling the virtue of their own fpiritual 
weapons, which were given them, if they be rightly 
called, with full warrant of fufBciency to pull down all 
thoughts and imaginations that exalt themfelves 
againft God. But while they taught compuMioil 
without convincement, which not long before they 
complained of ;is executed unchriftianly, i^inft 

" themfelves i 
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'* themfelyes ; thefc intents arc clear to have been no 
better than antichriftian : fetting up a fpiritual tyranny 
by a fecular power^ to the advancing of their own au* 
thority above the magiflrate, whom they would have 
m^e their executioner, to puni(h church^ddinquen^ 
cies, whereof civil laws have no cognizance. 

And well did their difciples manifeft themfelves to 
^' be no better principled than their teachers, trufted with 
committeefhips and other gainful ofEces, upon their 
commendations for zealous, (and as they (licked not 
'* to term them) godly men ; but executing their places 
•^ like children of the devil, unfaithfully, uniuftly, un-r 
•* mercifully, and where not corruptly, (tupidly. &> that 
^* between them the teachers, and thele the difciples, 
^ there hath not been a more ignominious and mortal 
^ wound to faith, to piety, to the work of reformation, 
nor more caufe of blafpheming given to the enemies of 
God and truth, iince the firfl preaching of reformation. 
•* The people therefore looking one while on the fta- 
^ tifts, whom they bekeld without conftancy or firmnefs, 
*' labouring doubtfully beneath the weight of their own 
^ too high undertakings, bufieft in petty things, trifling 
*' in the main, deluded and quite alienated, exprefled 
^* divers ways their difaflpeftion ; fome defpifing whom be- 
** fore they honoured, foqie deferting, fome inveighing, 
^' fome confpiring againd them. Then looking on the 
" churchmen, whoni they faw under fubtle hypocrify to 
♦* have preached their own follies, moft of them not the 
goipel, timefervers, covetous, illiterate perfecutors, 
not lovers of the truth, like in moil things whereof 
*' they accufed their predeceflbrs : looking on all this, 
*' the people which had been kept warm a while with the 
^ counterfeit zeal of their pulpits, after a falfe heat, be* 
^ came more cold and obdurate than before, fome turn- 
^' ing to lewdne(s, fome to flat atheifm, put befide their 
^ old religion, and foully fcandalized in what th^y ex^ 
^ pe&ed (hould be new. 

•* Thus they who of late were extolled a$ our greateft 
^* deliverers, and had the people wholly at their devotion, 
^ by fo difcharging their truft as we fee, did not only 
!^ vyeaken and unfit themfelves to b^ difpenfers of what 
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** liberty they pretended, but unfitted alfo the people, 
•* now grown worfe and more difordinate, to receive or 
*' to digeft any liberty at all. For ftories teach us, that 
liberty fought out of feafon, in a corrupt and degene- 
rate age, brought Rome itfelf to a farther flavery : for 
liberty hath a (harp and double edge, fit only to be 
handled by juft and virtuous men ; to bad and diflb- 
lute, it becomes a mifchief unwieldly in their own 
hands : neither is it completely given, but by them who 
have the happy fkill to know what is grievance and 
unjuft to a people, and how to femove it wifely ; what 
;ood laws are wanting, and how to frame them 
ubftantially, that good men may enjoy the freedom 
which they merit, and the bad the curb which they 
** need. But to do this, and to know thefe exquifite pro- 
portions, the heroic wifdom which is required, fur- 
mounted far the principles of thefe narrow politicians : 
what wonder then if they funk as thefe unfortunate 
" Britons before them, entangled and oppreffed with 
** things too hard and generous above their ftrain and 
*• temper ? For Britain, to fpeak a truth not often 
fpoken, as it is a land fruitful enough of men ftout 
and courageous in war, fo it is naturally not ovcr- 
** fertile of men able to govern juftly and prudently 
*' in peace, trading only in their motherwit ; who 
** confider not juftly, that civility, prudence, love of 
the public good, more than of money or vain ho- 
nour, are to this foil in a manner outlandilhj grow 
not here, but in minds well implanted with folid 
and elaborate breeding, too impolitic elfe and rude, 
if not headftrong and intraftable to the induftry 
and virtue either of executing or underftandii^ 
** true civil government. Valiant indeed, and prol- 
" perous to win a field ; but to know the end and reaibn 
" of winning, unjudicious, and unwife : in good or bad 
•^ fuccefs, ahke unteachable. For the fun, which we want, 
ripens wits as well as fruits ; and as wine and oil are 
imported to us from abroad, fo muft ripe underftand- 
ing, and many civil virtues, be imported into our 
minds from foreign writings, and examples of beft ages ; 
we fhall elfe mifcarry ftill, and come ftiort in the at- 
4 " tempts 
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•* tempts of any great enterprife. Hence did their vi.c- 
^ tories prove as frultlefs, as their lofies dangerous ; and 
'* left them (lill conquering under the fame grievances^ 
•• that men fufFer conquered : which was indeed unlikely 
** to go otherwii'e, unlefs men more than vulgar bred up, 
*< as tew of them were, in the knowledge of ancient and 
'' illuftrious deeds, invincible againd many and vain titles, 
*' impartial to firiendfhips and relations, had conduced 
*' their affairs : but then from the chapman to the retailer, 
*^ many whofe ignorance was more audacious than the 
^' reft, were admitted with all their fordid rudiments to 
*' bear no mean fway among them, both in church and 
** ftatc. 

** From the confluence of all theif errours, mifchiefs, 
'' and mifdemeanors, what in the eyes of man could be 
*^ cxpedted, but what befel thoie ancient inhabitants, 
*^ whom they fo much reiembled, confuiion in the end ? 
But on thefe things, and this parallel, having 

emnigh infiiled, I return to the dor}', which gave us 
•* matter of this digrelfion."] 

The Britons thus, as we heard, being left without pro* 
teftion from the empire, and the land in a manner emp* 
tied of all her youth, coniUmed in wars abroad, or not 
caring to return home, themfelves, through long fubjec* 
tion, fervile in mind *, flothful of body, and with the 
ufeof arms unacquainted, fuftained but ill for many 
years the violence of thofe barbarous invaders, who now 
daily grew upon them. For although at firfl greedy 
of change f, and to be thought, the leading nation to 
freedom from the empire, they feemed awhile to beftir 
them with a (how of diligence in their new affairs, fome 
iecretly afpiring to rule, others adoring the name of li* 
berty* yet fo loon as they felt by proof the weight of 
what it was to govern well themfelves, and what was 
wanting within them, not (lomach or the love of licence, 
but the wifdom, the virtue, the labour, to ufe and main- 
tain true liberty, they foon remitted their heat, and 
fliruok more wretchedly under the burden of their own 
liberty, than before under a foreign yoke. Infomuch 
that the reiidue of thofe Romans, which had planted 

* Gild, Bede. Mallns. f 2(0;iiixii.L.6. 
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thcmfclves here, dcfpairing of their ill deportment at 
home, and weak refinance m the field by thofe few who 
had the courage or the ftrength to bear arms, nine jrears 
after the lacking of Rome removed out of Britain into 
France*, hiding for hafte great part of their treafure, 
which was never after found f. And now again the 
Britons, no longer able to fupport themfelves againft the 
prevailing enemy, folicit Honorius to their aid J, with 
mournful letters, embaflages and vows of perpetual fub- 
jeftion to Rome, if the northern foe were but repulfed. 
§ lie at their requeft fpares them one legion, whidi with 
great flaughter of the Scots and Pifts drove them be- 
yond the borders, refcued the Britons, and advifed them 
to build a wall acrofs the ifland, between iea and fea, 
from the place where Edinburgh now ftands to the frith 
of Dunbritton, by the city Alcluith ||. But the material 
being only turf, and by the rude multitude unartificially 
built up without better diredion, availed them little. 
•* For no fooner was the legion departed, but the greedy 
fpoilers returning land in great numbers from their 
boats and pinnaces, wafting, flaying, and treading down 
all before them. Then are meflengers ^ain pofted to 
Rome in lamentable fort, befeeching that they would 
not fuffer a whole province to be deftroyed, and the 
Roman name, fo honourable yet among them, to become 
the fubjeft of Barbarian fcorn and infolence. ft The em- 
peror, at their fed complaint, with what fpeed was poffi- 
ble, fends to their fuccour. Who coming fuddenly on 
ihofe ravenous multitudes that minded only fpoil, fur- 
prife them with a terrible flaughter. They who efcaped 
fled back to thofe feas, from whence yearly they were 
wont to arrive, and return laden with booties. But the 
Romans, who came not now to rule, but charitably to 
aid, declaring that it flood not longer with the eafe of 
their affairs to make fuch laborious voyages in purfliit of 
fo bafe and vagabond robbers, of whom neither glory 
was to be got, nor gain, exhorted them to manage their 
own warfare; and to defend like men their country^ 

* Poll Chriil. 418. f Ethelwerd. annal. Sax. % Gildas. Poll 
Chrift. 422. § Diaconus, 1. 14, || Bede, 1. i. c. 2, *• Gildas. 
tt Poft Chrift. 423. 
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their wives, their children, and what was to be dearer 
than life, their liberty, againft an enemy not flronger 
than themfelves, if their own iloth and cowardice had 
not made them fo : if they would but only find hands 
to grafp defeniive arms, rather than bafely ftretch them 
out to receive bonds. * They gave them alfo their help 
to build a new wall, not of earth s^ the formef, but of 
ftone, (both at the public cod, and by particular contri- 
butions) traverfing the ifle in a direft line from eafl to 
weft, between certain cities placed there as frontiers to 
bear off the enemy, where Severus had walled once be« 
fore. They raifed it twelve foot high, eight broad* 
Along the fouth (hore, becaufe firom thence alfo like bofr 
tility was feared, they place towers bv the fea-fide at cer« 
tab diftancesj for iafety of the coa/t. Withal they in- 
ilrudt them in the art of war, leaving patterns of their 
amis and weapons behind them; and with animating 
words, and many leiTons of valour to a faint hearted 
audience, bid them ; finally farewel, without purpofe to 
return. And thefe two friendly expeditions, the laft of 
any hither by the Romans, were performed, as may be 
gathered out of Beda and Diaconus, the two laft years 
of Honorius. ^ Their leader, as fome modernly write, 
was Gallio of Ravenna; Buchanan, who departs not 
much firom the fables of his predeceflbr Boetbius, names 
him Maximianus, and brings againft him to thb battle 
Fergus firft king of 5cots, after their fecond fuppofed 
coming into Scotland, Durftus, king of Pi&s, both there 
flain, and Dioneth an imaginary king of Britain, or 
duke of Cornwall, who improbably fided with them 
againft his own country, hardly efcaping j;. With no 
Je& exaftnefs of particular circumftances he takes upon 
him to relate all thofe tumultuary inroads of the Scots 
and Pi£ts into Britain, as if they had but ycfterday hap- 
pened, their order of battle, manner of fight, number of 
llain, articles of peace, things whereof Gildas and Beda 
are utterly filent, authors to whom the Scotch writers 
have none to cite comparable in antiquity; no more 
therefore to be believed for bare afTertions, however 

f Bede. ibid. Gildaa. f Blond. Sabellic t Buch. L 5. 
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quaintly dreft, than our Geoffrey of Monmouth^ when 
he varies mod from authentic ftory. But either the in- 
bred vanity of fome, in that refpeft unworthily called 
hiilorians> or the fond zeal of praifing their nationt 
above truth, hath fo far traniported them, that where 
they find nothing faithfully to relate, they fall confi- 
dently to invent what they think may either beft fet off 
their hiftory, or magnify their country. 

The Scots and Pifts in manners differing fbmewhat 
from each other, but ftill unanimous to rob and (poiU 
hearing that the Romans intended not to return, from 
their gorroghs or leathern frigates* pour out themfelves 
in fwarms upon the land more confident than ever ; and 
from the north end of the ifle to the very wall's (idc; 
then firft took pofTclIion as inhabitants ; while the Bri- 
tons with idol weapons in their hands (land trembling 
on the battlements, till the half naked Barbarians with 
their long and formidable iron hooks pull them down 
headlong. The reft not only quitting the wall, but 
towns and cities, leave them to the bloody purfuer, who 
follows killing, wafting, and deftroying all in his way. 
From thefe confufions arofe a famine, and from thence 
difcord and civil commotion among the Britons; each 
nian living by what he robbed or took violently from 
tis neighbour. When all ftores were confumed and 
fpent where men inhabited, they betook them to the 
woods, and lived by hunting, which was their only fuf- 
tainmcnt. f To the heaps of thefe evils from without 
were added new divifions within the church. J For 
Agricola the fon of Severianus a Pel^ian bifhop had 
fp7ead his doftrine wide among the Britons, not unin<* 
fedled before. The founder part, neither willing to em- 
brace his opinion to the overthrow of divine grace, nor 
able to refute him, crave affiftance from the churches of 
France: who fend them Germanus bifhop of Auxerrc, 
and Lupus of Troy es. They by continual preaching iii 
churches §, in ftrcets, in fields, and not without mira* 
cles, as is written, confirmed (bme, regained others, and 
at Verulam in a public difputation put to filence their 

* GUdaa, Bede. f Bcd^. % Conftantias. \ Poft Chrift. ^6^ 
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chief adverfaries. This reformation in the church was 
believed to be the caufe of their fuccefs a while after in 
the field. For the Saxons and Pids with joint force *, 
which was no new thing before the Saxons at lead had 
any dwelling in this iiland, during the abode of Ger- 
manus here, had made a ftrong impreffion from the 
north, t '^^^ Britons marching out againil them, and 
miftruAing their own power, fend to Germanus and his 
colleague, repoiing more in the fpiritual ftrength of thofe 
two men, then in their own thoufands armed. They 
came, and their prefence in the camp was not lefs than if 
1 whole amij had come to fecond them. It was then 
the time of Lent, and the people, in(lru6ked by the 
daily fermons of thefe two paftors, came flocking to re- 
ceive baptifm. There was a place in the camp fet apart 
as a church, and tricked up with boughs upon Eader- 
day. The enemy underflanding this, and that the Bri« 
tons were taken up with religions more than with feats 
of arms, advances after the pafchal feaft, as to a certain 
viftoiy. German, who alfo had intelligence of their ap* 
proach, undertakes to be captain that day ; and riding 
oat with (elefted troops to difcover what advants^s the 
place might offer, lights on a valley compafled aboiit 
with hills, by which the enemy was to pais. And plac- 
ing there his ambufli, warns them, that what word they 
heard him pronounce aloud, the fame they Ihould repeat 
with univerfal (hout. The enemy pafles on fecurely, 
and German thrice aloud cries Hallelujah ; which an- 
iWered by the foldiers with a fudden burft of clamour, is 
from the hills and valleys redoubled. The Saxons and 
Pifts on a fudden (uppofing it the noife of s^.huge hod, 
throw themfelves into flighty cafting down their arms, and 
great numbers of them are drowned in the river which 
they had newly pafled. This vidory, thus won without 
hands, left to the Britons plenty of fpoil, and the perfon 
and the preaching; of German greater authority and re^ 
verence than before. And the exploit might pafs for 
current, if Conftantius, the writer of his life in the next 
^, had refolved us how the Britifli army came to want 

• Foft Chrift. 430« f ConiUnt, vit. German. 
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baptizing; for of any paganifm at that time, or long be-t 
fore, in the land we read not, or that Pela^ianifm vt^ 
rebaptized. The place of this viftory, as is reported, 
was in Flintfhire *, by a town called Guid cruc» and the 
river Allen, where a field retains the name of Maes Ger« 
man to this day. But fo foon as German was returned 
home f , the Scots and Pidts, (though now fo many of 
them chriftians, that Palladius a deacon was ordained 
and fent by Celeiline the pope to be a bilhop over them,) 
were not fo well reclaimed, or not {o many of them, as 
to ceafe from doing mifchief to their neighbours |, where 
they found no impeachment to fall in yearly ^ they were 
wont. They therefore of the Britons who perhaps were 
not yet wholly ruined, in the droned and fbuth-weft 
parts of the if^e §, fend letters to iEtius, th^n third timet 
conful of Rome, with this fuperfcription ; " To i^tius 
thrice conful, the groans of the Britons." And after a 
few words thus : ^* The barbarians drive us to the fea, 
the fea drives us back to the barbarians ; thus bandied 
up and down between two deaths, we perilh either by 
the fword or by the fea," But the empire, at that time 
overfpread with Huns and Vandals, was not in conditiQa 
to lend them aid. Thus rejeded and wearied out witl^ 
continual flying from place to place, but more afflifted 
with famine, which . then grew outrageous among them^ 
many for hunger yielded to the enemy ; others either 
more reiblute, or lefs expofed to wants, keeping within 
woods and mountainous places, not only defended thenun 
felves, but fal lying out, at length gave a flop to the in- 
fulting foe, with many feafbnable defeats ; led by fbme 
eminent perfon, as may be thought, who exhort^ th^m 
not to truft in their own flrength, but in divine affift« 
ance. And perhaps no other here is meant than the 
forefaid deliverance by German, if computation would 
permit, which Gildas either not much regarded, or 
might miflake ; but th^t he tarried fo long here, thQ 
writers of his life affent not g. Finding therefore fuch 
t)ppofition, the Scots or Irifh robbers, for fo they are iut 

♦ UlTcr. Priinod. p. 333. f Poft Chrift. 431. Profp. Aqa^ty* 
Ethelwerd. { Florent. Gild, fiede. § Malmibury, 1. i. c. 1. p. S« 
Poft Chi;^. 446. H Gildas. 
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diflferently termed, without delay get them home. The 
PiftSy as before was mentioned, then firft began to fettle 
in the utmoft parts df the ifland, ufing now and then to 
make inroads upon the Britons. But they in the mean 
while thus rid of their enemies, begin afrefli to till the 
ground ; which after ceflation yields her fruit in fuch 
abundance, as had not formerly been known, for many 
a^. But watitonnefs and luxury, the wonted compa- 
nions of plenty, grow up us faft; and with them, if 
Gildas deferve belief, all other vices incident to human 
corruption. That which he notes efpecially to be the 
chief perverting of all good in the land, and fi) conti- 
nued in his days, was the hatred of truth, and all fuch 
Is durft appear to vindicate and maintain it. Againft 
them, as againft the only difturbers, all the malice of the 
land was bent. Lies and faliities, and fuch as could bed 
invent them, were only in requeft. Evil was embraced 
for good, wicked nefs honoured and efteemed as virtue. 
And this quality their valour had, againft a foreign 
enemy to be ever backward and heartlefs ; to civil broils 
eager and prompt. In matters of government, and the 
fearch of truth, weak and (hallow ; in falfliood and 
wicked deeds pregnant and induftrious. Pleaiing to 
God, or not pleafmg, with them weighed alike ; and the 
worfc moft an end was the weigher. All things were 
done contrary to public welfare and fafety ; nor only by 
fecular men, for the clergy alfo, whofe example Ihould 
have guided others, were as vicious and corrupt. Many 
of them befotted with continual drunkennefs, or fwoln 
with pride and wilfiilnefs, full of contention, full of 
envy, indifcrete, incompetent judges to determine what 
in the pradtice of life is good or evil, what lawful or un« 
lawful. Thus fumifhed with judgement, and for man- 
ners thus qualified both prieft and lay, they agree to 
choofe them feveral kings of their own ; as near as 
might be^ likeft themfelves ; and the words of my au- 
thor import as much. Kings were anointed, faith he, 
not of God's anointing, but fuch as were cruelleft; and 
ibon after as inconiiderately, without examining the 
trutb> put to death, by their anointers, to fet up others 
more fierce and proud. As for the ele&ion of their 
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kings (and that they had not all one monarch, appears 
both in ages pafl and by the fequel) it began, as nigh as 
may be guefled, either this year* or the foUowing, 
when they faw the Romans had quite deferted their 
claim. About which time alfo Pelagianifm again pre- 
vailing by means of fome few, the Britifli clei^ too 
weak, it feems, at difpute, entreat the fecond time Ger* 
man to their affiftance; who coming with Sevenis a 
difciple of Lupus, that was his former afTociate, ftands 
not now to argue, for the people generally continued 
right; but inquiring thofe authors of new difturbancej 
adjudges them to banifliment. They therefore by con- 
ient of all were delivered to German; who carrying 
them over with him f, difpofed of them in fucb place 
where neither they could infeft others, and were them* 
(elves under cure of better inilrudion. But Germanus 
the fame year died in Italy; and the Britons not long 
after found themfelves again in much perplexity, with 
no flight rumour, that their old troublers the Scots 
and Pi6bs had prepared a flrong invafion, purpofing to 
kill all, and dwell themfelves in the land from end to 
end. £ut ere their coming in, as if the inftruments of 
divine juflice had been at flrife, which of them firfl 
Ihould deftroy a wicked nation, the peftilence, foreftall- 
ing the fword, left fcarce alive whom to bury the dead ; 
and for that time, as one extremity keeps off another, 
preferved the land from a worfe incumbrance of thofe 
barbarous difpofTeflbrs, whom the contagion gave not 
leave now to enter far. X And yet the Britons, nothing 
bettered by thefe heavy judgments, the one threateneo, 
the other felt, inflead of acknowledging the hand of 
Heaven, run to the palace of their king Vortigem witli 
complaints and cries of what they fuddenly feared firom 
the Pidtitti invafion. Vortigern, who at that time was 
chief rather than fole king, unlefs the reft had perhaps 
left their dominions to the common enemy, is faid bjr 
him of Monmouth, to have procured the death firft (v 
Conftantine, then of Conflance his fon, who df a monk 
was made king, and by that means to have ufurped the 

• Poft Chilli. 447. Conflant. Bcde. f Foft Chrifl. 448. Slgoii. 
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crown. But they who can remember how Conflantine, 
with his fon Conflance the monk, tiie one made empe* 
ror, the other Csefar, periftied in France, may difcem 
the fimple fraud of this fable. But Vortigern however 
coming to reign, is deciphered by truer (lories a [)roud 
unfortunate tyrant, and yet of the people much beloved, 
becaufe his vices forted fo well with theirs. For neither 
was he fkilled in war, nor wife in counfel, but covetous, 
hillful, luxurious, and prone to all vice; wafting the 
public treafure in gluttony and riot, carelefs of the com- 
mon danger, and through a haughty ignorance unap- 
prchenfive of his own. Neverthelcfe importuned and 
awakened at length by unufual clamours of the people, 
be fummons a general council, to provide fome better 
means than heretofore had been ufed againft thefe con- 
tinual annoyances from the north. Wherein by advice 
of all it was determined, that the Saxons be invited into 
Britain agsunft the Scots and Fids ; whofe breaking io 
they either (hortly expected, or already found they had 
not ftrength enough to oppofe. The Saxons were a 
barbarous and heathen nation, famous for nothing elfe 
but robberies and cruelties done to all their neighbours, 
both by fea and land ; in particular to this' ifland, wit- 
nefs that military force, which the Roman emperors 
maintained here purpofely againft them, under a fpecial 
commander, whofe title, as is found on good record *, 
was ** Count of the Saxon (hore in Britain/' and the 
luuiy mifchiefs done by their landing here, both alone 
nd with the Pifts, as above hath been related, witnefs 
■$ much, f They were a people thought by good wri- 
ters, to be defcended of the Sacs, a kind of Scythians 
in the north of Afia, thence called Sacafons, or Ions <^ 
Saoe, who with a flood of other northern nations came 
into Europe, toward the declining of the Roman em- 

£'ie; and ufing piracy from Denmark all along'^thefe 
is» poflefled at length by intruiion all that coaft of Ger- 
many §, and the Netherlands, which took thence the 
name of Old Saxony, lying between the Rhine and Elve, 
and from theace north as &r as Eidora, the river 

f Notiti« imperii f Florent Wigorn. ad an. 370. S Bthelwerd. 
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bounding Holfatia, though not fo firmly, or {o lai^ely^ 
but that their multitude wandered yet uncertain of ha- 
bitation. Such guefts as thefe the Britons refolvc now 
to fend for, and entreat into their houfes and pofleffions^ 
at whofe very name heretofore they trembled afar off. 
So much do men through impatience count ever that 
the heavieft, which they bear at prefent, and to remove 
the evil which they fuffer, care not to pull on a greater; 
as if variety and change in evil alfo were acceptable. 
Or whether it be that men, in the defpair of better^ 
imagine fondly a Jdnd of refuge from one mifery to 
another. 

* The Britons therefore with Vortigem, who was 
tben accounted king over them all, refolve in full coun-^ 
cil to fend embaifadors of their choicefl: rfien with great 
gifts, and faith a Saxon writer in thefe words, defiring 
their aid ; " Worthy Saxons, hearing the fame of your 
prowefs, the diftreffed Britons wearied out, and over- 
prefled by a continual invading enemy, have fent us to 
befeech your aid. They have a land fertile and fpacious, 
which to your commands they bid us furrender. Here- 
tofore we have lived with freedom, under the obedience 
and proteflion of the Roman empire. Next to them we 
know none worthier than yourfelves : and therefore be- 
come fuppliants to your valour. Leave us not below our 
prefent enemies, and to aught by you impofed, willingly 
we Ihall fubmit." Yet Ethelwerd writes not that they 
promifed fubjedtion, but only amity and league. Thef- 
therefore who had chief rule among themf, hearii^ 
tbemfelvjes entreated by the Britons, to that which 
gladly they would have wifhed to obtain of them by en- 
treating, to the Britifh embafly return this anfwer: 
1 ^^ Be aflured henceforth of the Saxons, as of faithful 
iriends to the Britons, no lefs ready to fland by them i& 
their heed, than in their beft of fortune." The embai^ 
fadors return J03rful, and with news as welcome to their 
country, whofe finifler fate had now blinded them for 
defbru&ion. § The Saxons, confulting firll their gods 

• Ethel )verd. Malmlb. Witichind. gelt Sax. 1. i. f M^r» 
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(for they had anfwer, that the land whereto they went, 
they (hould hold three hundred years, half that time 
conquering, and half quietly pofleffing) furniQi out three 
long gailies^, or kyulcs, with a chofen company of 
warlike youth, under the conduct of t^jvo brothers, Hen- 
^ft and Horfa, defcended in the fourth degree fom 
Woden "5 of whom, deified for the fame of his afts, mod 
kings of thofe nations derive their pedigree. Thefe, and 
cither mixed with thefe, or foon after by themfelves, 
two other tribes, or neighbouring people, Jutes ancj 
Angles, the one from Jutland, the other from Anglcn 
by the city of Slefwick, both provinces of Denmark, ar- 
rive in the firft year of Martian the Greek emperor, from 
the birth of Chrift four hundred and fifty t> receive4 
with much good-will of the people firft, then of the 
king, who after fome aflurances given and taken, be- 
llows on them the ifle of Tanet, where they firll landed, 
hoping they might be made hereby mure eager againft 
the Picls, when they fought as for their own country, 
and more loyal to the Britons, from whom they had re- 
ceived a place to dwell in, which before . they wanted. 
The Britifh Nennius writes, that thefe* brethren were 
driven into exile out of Germany, and to Vortigern who 
reigned in much fear, one while of the Pids, then of the 
Romans and Ambroiius, came opportunely into the ha« 
ven. J For it was the cuftom in Old Saxony, when 
their numerous offspring overflowed the narrownefs of 
tbeir bounds, to fend them out by lot into new dwel- 
lings wherever they found room, either vacant or to be 
forced. § But whether fought, or unfought, they dwelt 
not here long without employment. For the Scots and 
Pids were now come down, fome .fay, as far as Stamford, 
in Iincoln(hire, whom perhaps not imagining to meet 
new oppofition, the Saxons, though not till aUer a (harp 
encounter, put to flight U ; and that more than once i 
flaying in fight % as fonxe Scotch writers affirm, their 
king Eugenius the fon of Fergus. ** Hengift perceiving 
the ifland to be rich and fruitful, but her princes and other 
inhabitants given to vicious eale, fends word home, in- 

• Bede. f Poft Chrift. 490. Nennius. Malnf. I Malmf. ( Henry 
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viting others to a (hare of his good fuccefs. Who returning 
with feventeen (hips, wete grown up now to a fufficient 
army, and entertained without fufpicion on thcfe terms, 
that they *' fliould bear the brunt of war ^inft the 
Pi(fts, receiving (tipend, and fome place to inhabit.** 
With thefe was brought over the daughter of Hcngift, a 
virgin wonderous fair, as is reported, Rowen the Britith 
Call her : (he by commandment of her fether, who had 
invited the king to a banquet, coming in prefence with 
a bowl of wine to welcome him, and to attend on his 
Cup till the feaft ended, won fo much upon his fanc}', 
though already wived, as to demand her in marri^e 
upon any conditions, flengift at firft, though it fell out 
perhaps according to his drift, h^ off, excofing his 
meannefs; then obfcurely intimating a defirc and almoft a 
neceflity, by reafon of his augmented numbers, to'have his 
narrow bounds of Tanet enlarged to the circuit of Kent, 
had it ftraight by donation ; though Guorangonus, till 
then, was king of that place; and fo, as it were over- 
come by the great munificence of Vortigem, gave his 
daughter. And ftill encroaching on the king's favour^ 
got further leave to call over Ofta and RbifTa, his own 
and his brother's fon ; pretending that they, if the north 
were given them, would (it there as a continual defence 
againft the Scots, while himfelf guarded the eaft. * They 
therefore failing with forty (hips, even to the Orcades, 
and every way curbing the Scots and Pidls, poffeffed that 
part of the ifle which is now Northumberland. Notwith- 
Ilanding this, they complain that their monthly pay was 
grown much into arrear ; which when the Britons round 
means to (atisfy, though alleging withal, that, they to 
whom promile was made of wages were nothing fo many 
in number: quieted with this a while, but ftill feeking 
bccafion to fall off, they find fault next, that their pay 
is too fmall for the danger they undergo, threatening 
open war unlefs it be augmented. Guortimer, the 
kingVfon, perceiving his rather and the kingdom thus 
betrayed, from that time bends his utmoft endeavour to 
drive them out. They on -the other fide making league 
with the Pidts and Scots, and i(ruing out of Kent, wafted 

• Giidaf, Bed. Nenn. 

without 



Book lit the Hijlofy of Englaiid. 99 

without rcfiftance almoft the whole land even to the wef- 
tern iea, with fuch a horrid devaftation, that towns and 
colonies overturned, priefts and people ilain, temples and 
palaces, what with fire and fword, lay altogether heaped 
in one mixed ruin. Of all which multitude, {o great 
was the (infulnefs that brought this upon them^ Gildas 
adds, that few or none were likely to be other than lewd 
and wicked perfons. The refidue of thefe, part overtaken 
in the mountains were ilain ; others fubdued with hun^^ 
gcr preferred flavery before inftant death ; fome getting 
to rocks, hills, and woods inacceffible, preferred the fear 
and danger of any death, before the (hame of a fecure 
flavery* ; many fled over fea into other countries; fome 
into Holland, where yet remain the ruins of Britten- 
burgh, an old caftle on the fea, to be feen at low water 
not f2LT from Leyden, either built, as writers of their owa 
affirm, or feized on by thofe Britons, in their efcape 
from Hcngift : f others into Armorica, peopled, as fome 
think, with Britons long before, either by gift of Con-* 
ftantine the Great, or elfe of Maximus to thofe Brit ifh 
forces which had ferved them in foreign wars | ; to 
whom thoie alfo that mifcarried not with the latter C!on* 
ftantine at Aries, and laftly, thefe exiles driven out by 
SaxoQS, fled for refuge/ But the ancient chronicles of 
thofe provinces atteft their coming thither to be then flrffc 
when they fled the Saxons ; and indeed the name of 
Britain in France is not read till after that time. Vet 
how a fort of fugitives, who had quitted without (b-oktf 
their own country, fliould fo foon win another, appears 
not, unlets joined to fome party of their own fettled 
there before. % Vortigern,- nothing bettered by thefe ca- 
lamities, grew at lad fo obdurate as to commit inceft 
with his daughter, tempted or tempting him out of an 
ambition to the crown. For which being cenfured 
and condemned in a great fynod of clerks and laics^ 
partly for fear of the Saxons, according to the counfel 
of his peers, he retired into Wales, and built him there 
a ftrong caftle in Radnorihire ||, by the advice of Am-^ 
tvofius a young prophet, whom others call Merlin. Nc* 
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verthclcfs Fauftus, who was the fon thus inceftuoufly be- 
gotten, under the inftrudions of German, or fome of 
his difciples; for German was dead before^ proved a re- 
ligious man, and lived in devotion by the river Remnis, 
in Glamorganfhire. ^ But the Saxons, though finding 
it fo eafy to fubduc the ifle, with moft of their forces, 
lincertain for what caufe^ returned home : whenas the 
eiafinefs of their conqueft might feem rather likely to have 
called in more ; which makes more probable that which 
the Britifli write of Guortimer. f^or he coming to 
reign, inftead of his father depofed for inceil, is iaid to 
have thrice driven and befieged the Saxonis in the ifle of 
Tanet ; and when they iflued out with powerful fupplies 
font from Saxony, to have fought with them four other 
battles, whereof three are named ; the firft on the river 
Darwent, the fecond at Episford, wherein Horfa the 
brother of Uengift fell, and on the BritiQi part Catigern 
the other fon of Vortigern. The third in a field by 
Stonar, then called Lapis Tituli, in Tanet, where he beat 
them into their fhips that bore them home, glad to have 
fa efcaped, and not venturing to land again for five year* 
after. In the fpace whereof Guortimer dying, command- 
ed they fhould bury him in the port of Stonar; per- 
fuaded that his bones lying there would be terrour 
enough, to keep the Saxons from ever landing in that 
jilace: they, faith Nennius, negleding his command, bu- 
ried him in Lincoln. But concerning thefe times, an- 
cienteft annals of the Saxons relate in this manner. { In 
the year four hundred and fifty-five, Hengift and Horfa 
fought ^inft Vortigern, in a place called Egleflhrip, 
^ now Ailsford in Kent, where Horfa lofl his life, of whom 
Horfled, the place of his burial, took name. 

.After this firfl battle and the death of his brother, Hen- 
gift with his fon Efca took on him kingly title §, and 
peopled Kent with Jutes; who alfo then, or not long 
after, pofleffed the Ifle of Wight, and part of Hampfhire 
lying oppofite. || Two years after in a fight at Crqgan- 
ford, or Craford, Hengift and' his fon flew of the Britons 
four chief commanders, and as many thoufand men; the 

• Gildaff. t Ncnn. j Port. Chfift/ 455. Bedc. Ethclwcrd. Flo- 
rent. Aimal. Sax. § The kicgdora of Kent. [| Poll Chrift. 457. 
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reft in great diforder joying to London, with the total 
lois of Kent. * And e)ght years paffing between, hf 
made new war on the Tritons i of whom, In a battle at 
Wippeds-fleo.t, twelve princes were flain, and Wipped 
the Saxop earl, who left hjs name to that place, though 
pot fufficient to direA us w)iere it now {lands, f His laft 
encounter was at a place not mentioned, where he gave 
t\^xfx Aich an overthrow, that flying in great fear they 
Jefc jtbe fpoil of all to their enemies. And thefe perhaps 
are the four battles, according to Nennius, fought by 
Guortimer, though by thefe writers far differently re- 
lated ; and happening befides many other bickerings, in 
the fpace of twenty years, as Malmfbury reckons, Ne- 
verthelefs it pJainly appears that the Saxons, by whom- 
foevcr, were put to bard (hifts, being all this while 
fought withal in Kent, their own allotted dwelling, and 
jToflQeUmes on the very edge of the iea, which the word 
Wippeds-fleot feems to intimate. % But Guortimer now 
.dead, and none of courage left to defend the land, Vor- 
Xxam either by the powqr of his fadtion, or by conient 
ot all) re^flumes the government : andHengifl thus rid 
of his grand oppofer^ hearing gladly the reftorement of 
.hb oldTavourer, returns again with great forces ; but to 
'Vortigern, .whom he well knew how to handle without 
iwarring, as to his fon*in-law, now that the only author 
of diflenfion between them was removed by death, offers 
nothing but all terms of new league and amity. The 
king, both for his wife's fake and his own fottidinefs, 
conlulting aifo with his peers not unlike himfelf, readily 
yields ; and the place of parley is agreed on ; to which 
either fide was to repair without weapons, Hengifl 
wbofe meaning was not peace, but treachery, appointed 
his men to be fecretly armed, and acquainted them to 
what intent. § The watchword was, Nemet eour (axes, 
that is. Draw your daggers; which they obfcrving, 
when the Britons were thoroughly heated with wine 
(for the treaty it feems was not without cups) and pro-* 
voked, as was plotted, by fomc affront, diipatched with 
thole poniards every one his next man, to the number of 
three nundred; the chief of thofe that could do aught 

• Foft Chrift^ 465. t Poft Chrift. 473. { Nennius. h Malmf. 
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agamft him, cither in counfel or in field* Vortigcrn 
they only bound and kept in cuftody, until he granted 
them for his ranfom three provinces, which were called- 
afterward Effex, Suflex, and Middlefex. Who thus dif- 
mifled, retiring again to his iblitary abode in the coun- 
try of Guorthigirniaun, fo called by his name, fironi 
thence to the caftle of his own building in North Wales, 
by the river Tiebi ; and living there oblcurely among 
his wives, was at length burnt m his tower by fire firom 
Heaven, at the prayer *, as fome fay, of German, but 
that coheres not ; as others, by Ambrofius Aurelian 5 of 
whom, as we have heard at firft, he ftood in great fear, 
and partly for that caufe invited in the Saxons. Who, 
whether by conftraint or of their own accord, after 
much mifchief done, moft of them returning back into 
their own country, left a fair opportunity to the Britons 
of avenging themfelves eafier on thofe wlio (laid behind. 
Repenting therefore, and with earned fupplication im- 
ploring divine help to prevent their final rooting out, 
they gather from all parts, and under the leading of Am- 
brofius Aurelianus, a virtuous and modeft man, the laft 
here of the Roman (lock, advancing now onward againft 
the late viftors, defeat them in a memorable battle. 
Common opinion, but grounded chiefly on the Britifli 
fables, makes this Ambrofius to be a younger fon of that 
Conftantine, whofe eldeft, as we heard, was Conflaoce 
the monk; who both loft their lives abroad ufurping 
the empire. But the exprefs words both of Gildas and 
Bede aflure us, that the parents of this Ambrofius having 
here born regal dignity, were flain in thefe Pidifh wars 
and commotions m the ifland. And if the fear of Am- 
brofe induced Vortigern to call in the Saxons, it feems 
Vortigern ufurped his right. I perceive not that 
Nennms makes any difference between him and Mer- 
Knj for that child without father, that prophefied to 
Vortigern, he names not Merlin, but Ambrofe ; makes 
him the Ion of a Roman conful, but concealed by his 
mother, as fearing that the king therefore fought his 
life : yet the youth no fooner had confefled his paren- 
tage, but Vortigern either in reward of his predidtions, 

* Min, ex legend St. Ger. Galfrid. Moninoath. 
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or as his right, beftowed upon htm all the weft of Bri- 
tain ; himlelf retiring to a (olitary life. Whofever fbn he 
was, he was the firft *y according to fureft authors, that 
led againft the Saxons, and overthrew them ; but whe- 
ther before this time or after, none have written. This 
\s certain, that in a time when moft of the Saxon forces 
were departed home, the Britons gathered ilrength; 
and either againft tbofe who were left renuining, or 
againft their whole powers the (econd time returning, 
obtained this vidory. Thus Ambrofe as chief monarch 
of the ifle fucceeded Vortigern ; to whofe third fon 
Fafcentius he permitted the rule of two regions in Wales, 
Buelth and Guorthigirniaun. In his days, (kith Neh- 
nius f , the Saxons prevailed not, much : againft whom 
Arthur, as being then chief general for the'Britifli kings, 
made great war, but more renowned in fongs and ro- 
mances, than in true ftories. And the fequel itfelf de- 
clares as much. For in the year four hundred and fe- 
venty ieven {, Ella, the Saxon, with his three fbns, 
Cymen, Pleting, and CiiTa, at a place in Suflex calldd 
C}inen(hore, arrive in three (hips, kill many of the Bri- 
tons, chafing them that remained into the wood An- 
dreds Leage. § Another battle was fought at Mer- 
credsBurnamfted, wherein Ella had by far the victory; 
but II Huntingdon makes it fo doubtful, that the Saxons 
were conftrained to fend home for fupplies. ^ Four 
years after died Hengift, the firft Saxon king of Kent ; 
noted to have attained that dignity by craft, as much as 
valour, and giving (cope to his own cruel nature, rather 
than proceeding by mildnefs or civility. His fon Oeric, 
fumamed Oifc, of whom the Kentifli kings were called 
Oifciogs, fucceeded him, and fate content with his fa* 
ther's winnings, more defirous to fettle and defend, than 
to enlarge his bounds : he reigned twenty four years. 
** By this time Ella and his fon Cifla beficging Andred* 
chefter, fuppoled now to be Newenden in Kent, take it 
by force, and all within it put to the fword. 

* Gildaa. Bed. f Venn. { Poft Chrill. 477. Sax. an. Etheliv. 
Florent. § Poft Chrift. 485. Florent. || Huntingd. % Poft 
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Thus Ella, three years after the death of (]fengift, be^an 
his kingdom of the South-Saxons * ; peopling it with 
new inhabitants, from the country which was then Old 
Saxony, at this day Holflein in Denmark, and had be- 
fides at his corhmand all thofe provinces, which the 
Saxons had won on this fide Humber+. Animated with 
thefe good fucceflfes, as if Britain were become now the 
field of fortune, Kerdic another Saxon prince, the tenth 
by lineage from Woden J, an old and pradtifcd fbldier, 
who in many profperous conflifts againft the enemy in 
thole parts had nurfed up a fpirit too big to live at home 
with equals, coming to a certain place, which from thence 
took the name of Kerdic-ftiore §, with fire (hips, and 
Kenric his fon, the very fame day overthrew the Britons 
that oppofed him ; and fo efFeftually, that fmaller fkir- 
rriiihes after that day were fufficient to drive them ftill 
further off, leaving him a large territory. || After him 
Porta another Saxon, with his two fons Bida and Megla, 
in two ihips arrive at Portfmouth thence called, and at 
their landing flew a young Britilh nobleman, with many 
others who unadvifedlv fet upon them. ** The Britons 
to recover what they had loft, draw together all their 
forces, led by Natanleod, or Nazaleod, a certain king in 
Britain, and the greateft, faith one ; but with him five 
thoufand of his men Kerdic puts to rout and flays. From 
whence the place in Hantftiire, as far as Kerdicstord, now 
Chardford, was called of old Nazaleod. Wha this king 
Ihould be, hath bred much queftion ; fome think it to 
be the Britifli name of Ambrofe; others to be tlie right 
name of his brother, who for the terrour of his eagcrnefs 
in fight, became more known by the furname of Uther, 
which in the Welch tongue fignifies DreadfuU And if 
ever fuch a king in Britain there was as Uther Pendragon, 
for fo alfo the Monmouth book furnames him, this in 
all likelihood mu(l be he. Kerdic by fo great a blow 
given to the Britons had made large room about him ; 
not only for the men he brought with him, but for fuch 

♦ The kingdom of South-Saxons. t Bed. 1. i.e. 15. & I. 2. c. 5. 
I Sax, ann. omn. § Poll: Chrift. 495. || Port Chrift. 501. Sax. 

an. omn. Huntingdon. ♦♦ PoU Chrift. 508. Ann. omn. HaotingcL 
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alio of his friends, as he dcfired to make great ; for which 
caufe, and withal the more to ftrengthen himfelf, his two 
nephews Stuff and Withgar, in three veffels bring him 
new levies to Kerdic-lhore *. Who, that they miglit 
not come fluggifhly to poffefs what others had won for 
them, either by their own feeking, or by appointment, 
arc l*et in a place where they could not but at their firft 
coming give proof of themfclves upon the enemy ; and 
Ibwdl they did it, that ^ the Britons after a hard en- 
counter left them mafters of tlie field f. About the fame 
time, Ella the firft South-Saxon king died ; whom Cifla, 
his youngeft (on, fuccecded ; the other two failing be- 
fore him. 

Nor can it be much more or lefs than about this time, 
for it was before the Weft-Saxon kingdom, that Uffa, 
the eighth from Woden, made himfelf king of the Eaft- 
Angles X > who by their name teftify the country above 
mentioned ; firom whence they came in fuch multitudes, 
that their native foil is faid to have remained in the days 
of Beda uninhabited §. Huntingdon defers the time of 
their coming in to the ninth year of Kerdic's reign : for, 
faith he II, at firft many of them ftrove for principality, 
feizing every one his province, and for fome while fo 
continued, making petty wars among themfclves ; *• till 
in the end Uffa, of whom thofe kings were called Uffings, 
overtopped them all in the year five hundred and feventy 
one -, ft then Titilus his fon, the father of Redwald, who 
became potent. 

And not much after the Eaft-Angles, began alfo the 
Eaft-Saxons to ereft a kingdom under Sleda, the tenth 
from Woden. But Huntingdon, as before, will have it 
later by eleven years, and Erchenwin to be the firft 
king. 

Kerdic the fame in power, though not fo fond of title, 
forbore the name twenty four years after his arrival; 
but then founded fo firmly the kingdom of Weft- 
Saxons J J, that it fubjefted all the reft at length, and be- 

* Poft Chrift. 5 14. An. omn. f Hancinsdou. % The kingdom 
cf Eaft- Angles. ^ Maltnlb. 1. i.e. 5. Bed. 1. 1. c. 15. || Hunt- 
jngd. 1. 2. p. 313, 315. •• Bed. L 2. c. ic. tf Malmf. 1. i.e. 6. 
nP6ftChriil,5i9. 
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came thcfolc monarchy of England. The fame year he 
had a vi6tpry againfl the Britons at Kerdic's ford» by the 
river Aven : and after eight years *, another great fight 
at Kerdic's leage, but which won the day is not by any 
fet down. Hitherto have been coUeded what there ift.of 
certainty with circumftance of time and place to be found 
regiflercd, and no more than barely regiftered in annals 
of bed note ; without defcribing arter Huntingdon the 
manner of thofe battles and encounters, which they who 
compare, and can judge of books, may be confident he 
never found in any current author, whom he had to 
follow. But this difeafe hath been incident to many 
more hiftorians : and the age whereof we now write 
hath had the ill hap, more than any fihce the firfi: fabu- 
lous times, to be furcharged with all the idle fancies of 
pofterity. Yet that we may not rely altogether on Saxon 
relaters, Gildas in antiquity hr before thefe, and every 
way more credible, fpeaks of thefe wars in fuch a man- 
ner, though nothing conceited of thfc BritiQi valour, as 
declares the Saxons in his time and before to have been 
foiled not feldomer than the Britons. Fur befides that 
firft viftory of Ambrofe, and the interchangeable fuccefs 
Jong after, he tells that the laft overthrow, which they 
received at Badon-hill, was not the leaft ; which they in 
their olded annals mention not at all. And becaufe the 
time of this battle, by any who could do more than gueis, 
is not fet down, or any foundation given from whence 
to draw a folid compute, it cannot be much wide to iafert 
it in this place. For fuch authors as we have to follow 
give the conduft and praife of this exploit to Arthur; 
and that this was the lad of twelve great battles, which 
he fought viftorioufly againfl the Saxons. The feveral 
places written by Nennius in their Welch names f were 
many hundred years ago unknown, and fo here omitted. 
But who Arthur was, and whether ever any fuch reigned 
in Britain, hath been doubted heretofore, and may again 
with good rcafon. For the monk of Malmfbury, and 
others, whofe credit hath fwayed moll with the learneder 
fort, we may well perceive to have known no more of 

*.Sax.aQn.omn.527. fNcnn. 
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this Arthur five hundred years paft, nor of his doings, 
than we, now living; and what they had to (ay, tran- 
fcribcd out of Nennius, a very trivial writer yet extant, 
which hath already been related ; or out of a Britifli 
book> the lame which he of Monmouth fet forth, utterly 
unknown to the world, till more than fix hundred years 
after the days of Arthur, of whom (as Sigebert in his 
chronicle confefles) all other hiftorics were filent, both 
foreign and domeftic, except only that fabulous book. 
Others of later time have fought to aflert him by old 
legends and cathedral regefts. But he who can accept of 
legends for good ftory, may quickly fwell a volume with 
trafli, and had need be furnilhed with two only necef- 
faries, leifure and belief; whether it be the writer, or he 
that Ihall read. As to Arthur, no lefs is in doubt who 
was his £ither; for if it be true, as Nennius or his notift 
avers, that Arthur was called Mab-Uther, that is to fay, 
a cruel fon, for the fiercenefs that men faw in him of a 
child, and the intent of his name Arturus imports as 
much, it might well be that fome in afterages, who 
fought to turn him into a fable, wrefted the word Uther 
into a proper name, and fo feigned him the fon of 
Uther; fince we read not in any certain ftory, that ever 
fuch perfon lived till Geoffrey of Monmouth fet him off 
with the furname of Pendragon. And as we doubted 
of his parentage, fo v^ we alfo of his puiflance ; for 
whether that viAory at oadon-hill were bis or no, is un- 
certain ; Gildas not naming him, as he did Ambrofe in 
the former. Next, if it be true as Caradoc relates ♦, 
that Mclvas, king of that country which is now Somcr- 
fet, kept from him Gueniver his wife a whole year in the 
town of Glafton, and reftored her at the entreaty of Gil- 
das, rather than for any enforcement that Arthur with 
all hb chivalry could make againft a fmall town defended' 
only by a moor)' fituation ; had either his knowledge in 
war, or the force he had to make, been anlwefable to 
the feme they bear, that petty king had neither 
dared fuch affront, nor he been fo long, and at lafl 
without effeft, m revenging it. . Confideiing laflly how 

• Caradoc Llancarvoo. vit Gild« 
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the Saxons gained upon him every where dl the time pf 
his fuppofed reign, which began, as fome write ^, in the 
tenth year of Kerdic^ who wrung from him by long 
war the countries of Somerfet and Hamp(hire; there 
will remain neither place nor circumfbince in ftory» 
which may adminifler any likelihood of thoie great ^&,^ 
that are afcribed to him. • f This only is alleged by Nen-^ 
nius in Arthur's behalf, that the Saxons, though van« 
quiQied never fo oft, grew ftill more numerous upon 
him by continual fupplies out of Germany. And the 
truth is, that valour may be overtoiled, and overcome 
at lafl with endlefs overcoming. But as for this battle 
of mount Badon, where the Saxons were hemmed io, or 
befieged, whether by Arthur won, or whenfoever, it feems 
indeed to have given a mofl undoubted and impoDtant 
blow to the Saxons, and to have (lopped their proceedings 
for a good while after. Gildas himfelf witnefiing, that the 
Britons, having thus compelled them to fit down with peace^ 
fell thereupon to civil difcord among tbemfelyes. Which 
words may feem to let in fome light toward the fearch- 
ing out when this battle was fought. And we (hall find 
no time fince the firit Saxon war, from whence a longer 
peace enfued, than from the fight at Kerdic's I^eage, in 
the year five hundred and twenty feven, which all the 
chronicles mention, without viftory to Kerdic ; and give 
us argument from the cuftom they have of magnifying 
Iheir own deeds upon all occafions, to prefume here his 
ill fpeeding. And if we look ftill onward, even to the 
forty fourth year after, wherein Gildas wrote, if his ob- 
fcure utterance be underflood, .we (hall meet with every 
little war between the Britons and Saxons. ;{;This only 
remains difficult, that the viftory firft won by Ambrofe 
was not fo long before this at Badon (iege, but that the 
fame men living might be eyewitneflfes of both ; and by 
this rate hardly can the latter be thought won by Arthur^ 
unlets we reckon him a grown youth at leaft in the days 
of Ambrofe, and much more than a youth, if Malmfbuiy 
be heard, who affirms all the exploits of Ambrofe to have, 
•been done chiefly by Arthur as his general, which will 

• Malmf. antic|ttiu Glafton. Poll Chrift. 529. f Primord. p.. 468. 
BolycKronic. 1. 5. c. 6. { Gildas. 
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idd much unbelief to the common affertion of his reign- 
ing after Ambrofe and Uther, efpecially the fight of 
Btdon being the laft of his twelve battles. But to prove 
by that which follows, that the fight at Kerdic's Leage, 
though it differ in name from that of fiadon, may be 
thought the fame by all effefts ; Kerdic three years 
after*, not proceeding onward, as his manner was, on 
the continent, turns back his forces on the Ifle of Wight; 
which* with the flaying of a few only in Withgarburgh, 
he ibon mafters ; and not long furviving, left it to his 
nephews by the mother's fide. Stuff and Withgar f : the 
fell of what he had fubdued, Kenric his fon held ; and 
reigned twenty fix yeai-s, in whofe tenth year % Withgar 
was buried in the town of that ifland which bore his 
name. Notwithftanding all thefe unlikelihoods of 
Arthur's reign and great achievements, in a narration 
crept in I know not how amone the laws of Edward the 
ConfefloT) Arthur the famous kmgof Britons, is faid not 
only to have expelled hence the Saracens, who were not 
tlien known in Europe, but to have conquered Friefland, 
and atl the north-eaft ifles as far as Ruffia, to have made 
Lapbtnd the eaftern bound of his empire, and Norway 
the chamber of Britain. When Ihould this be done ? 
From the Saxons, till after twelve battles, he had no reft 
at home ; after thofe, the Britons, contented with the 
quiet they had from their Saxon enemies, were io far 
bom (eekmg conquefts abroad, that by report of Gildas 
above cited, they fell to civil wars at h.ome. Surely 
Arthur much better had made war in old Saxony, to re- 
prcfs their flowing hither, than to have won kingdoms 
as £ur as Ruffia, fcarce able liere to defend his own. 
Buchanan our neighbour hiftorian reprehends him of 
Monmouth, and others, for fabling in the deeds of Arthur; 
yet what he writes thereof himfclf, as of better credit, 
fliows not whence he had but from thofe fables ; which 
he (eems content to believe in part, on condition that 
the Scots and Pifts may be thought to have aflifled 
Arthur in all his wars, and achievements ; whereof ap- 
pears as little ground by credible ftory, as of that which 

^ Pod Chrifl. 530. Sue. an. omn. f Poft Chrift. 534* J Poft 
<airit.544. 

lie 



no TAe Hijiory of England. Book IlL 

he mod counts febulous. But not further to conteflr 
about fuch uncertainties. 

In the year five hundred and forty feven *, Ida the 
Saxon, fprung alfo from Woden in the tenth degree, be- 
gan the kingdom of Bernicia in Northumberland ; built 
the town Bebenburgh, which was after walled ; and had 
twelve fons,.half by wives and half by concubines. Hen- 
gift, by leave of Vortigem, we may remember, had font 
Odtave and EbiiTa, to feek them feats in the north, and 
there, by warring on the PidVs, to fecure the fouthern 
parts. Which they fo prudently effefted, that what by 
force and fair proceeding, they well quieted thofc coun« 
tries ; and though fo far diftant from Kent, nor without 
power in their hands, yet kept themfeives nigh a hun- 
dred and eighty years within moderation ; and, as in- 
feriour governours, they and their offspring gave obedi- 
ence to the kings of Kent, as to the elder family. Till 
at length following the example of that age, when nolcfs 
than kingdoms were the prize of every fortunate com- 
nlander, they thought it biit realon, as well as others of 
their nation, to aflume royalty. Of whom Ida was the 
firil -f , a man in the prime of his years, and of parentage 
as we heard ; but how he came to wear the crojvn, afpir- 
ing or by free choice, is not faid. Certain enough it is, 
that his virtues made him not lefs noble than his biith ; 
in war undaunted and unfoiled, in peace , tempering 
the awe of magiftracy with a natural mildriefe, he 
reigned about twelve years. % In the mean while 
Kcnric in a fight at Searcfbirig, now Salift)ury, killed 
and put to fliglit many of the Britons ; and the fourth 
year after at Beranvirig§, now Banbury, as fome 
think, with Keaulin his fon, put them again to 
flight. Keaulin (hortly after fucceeded his father in the 
Weft-Saxons. And Alia, defcended alfo of Woden, but 
of another line, fet up a fecond kingdom in Deira, the 
fouth part of Northumberland ||, and held it thirty yearsi 
while Adda, the fon of Ida, and five more after him 
reigned without other memory in Bernicia: and in 
Kent, Ethelbert the next year began**. But Efca.thc 

• Poft Chrift. 547. Aiinal. omn. Bed. Bpit. Malmfb; f Malmf. 
J Pod Chria. S52. Annal. omn. § Poft Chrift* 556. Camdca. || Poft 
Chhll. 560. Annal Florcnt. ♦♦ ?q^ Chrift. 561. 
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fon of Hcngift had left Otha, and he Emcric to rale after 

him; both which, without adding to their bounds, kept 

what they had in peace fifty three years. But Ethelbert 

in length of reign equalled both his progenitors, and as 

Beda counts, three years exceeded. * Young at his firft 

entrance, and unexperienced, he was the firft raifer of 

civil war among the Saxons ; claiming from the priority 

of time wherein Hengift took pofleflion here, a kind of 

tight over the later kingdoms; and thereupon was trouble- 

Ibme to their confines : but by them twice defeated, he 

who but now thought to feem dreadful, became almoft 

contemptible. For Keaulin and Cutha his fon, purfuing 

him into his own territory -f-, flew there in battle, at 

Wibbandun, two of his earls, Oflac and Cneban. By 

this means the Britons, but chiefly by this viftory at 

Badon, for the fpace of forty four years, ending in five 

hundred and ieventy one, received no great annoyance 

from the Saxons: but the peace they enjoyed, by ill 

ufing it, proved more deftruAivc to them than war. 

For being raifed on a fudden by two fuch eminent fuc- 

ceflles, from the loweft condition of thraldom, they 

whofe eyes had beheld both thofe deliverances, that by 

Ambrofe and this at Badon, were taught by the expe^ 

ricncc of either fortune, both kings, magiftrates, prieftsg 

and private men, to live orderly. But when the next 

agcj, unacquainted with paft evils, and only fenfible of 

their preient cafe and quiet, fucceeded, ftraight followed 

the apparent fubverfion of all truth, and jultice, in the 

minds of moft men : fcarcc the leaft footftep, or imprcl- 

lion of goodnefs left remaining through all ranks and 

degrees in the land; except in fomc lb very few, as to 

be hardly vifible in a general corruption : wliich grew 

in fliort (pace not only manifeft, but odious to all the 

ne^bourmg nations. And firft their kings, amongft 

whom alfo the fons or grandchildren of Ambrofe were 

foully degenerated to all tyranny and vicious life. 

Whereof to hear fome particulars out of Gildas, will not 

he impertinent. They avenge, faith he, and they pro- 

teft; not the innocent> but the guilty : they fwear oft, 
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but perjure > they wage war, but civil and unjuft war. 
They punifti rigoroufly them that rob by the highway j 
but thofe grand robbers, tliat fit with them at table^ 
they honour and reward. They give ialms largely, but 
in the face of their almsdeeds, pile up wickednefs to a 
far higher heap. They fit in the feat of judgment, but 
go feldom by the rule of right ; neglefting and proudly 
overlooking the modeft and harmlefs, but countenanc- 
ing the audacious, though guilty of abominable crimes ; 
they ftufF their prifons, but with men committed rather 
by circumvention than any juft cauie< Nothing better 
were the clergy, but at the fame pafs, or rather worfe 
than when the Saxons came firftin; unlearned, unap* 
prehenfive, yet impudent ; fubtle prowlers, paftors in 
name, but indeed wolves ; intent upon all occalions, not 
to feed the flock, but to pamper arid well-line them^ 
felvcs: not chilled, but feizingon the miniftry as a trade, 
njat as a fpiritual charge ; teaching the people not by 
found doftrine, but by evil example ; ufurping the chair 
of Peter, but through the blindnefs of their own worldly 
lufts, they ftumble upon the feat of Judas ; deadly haters 
of truth, broachers of Jies ; looking on the poor cbriftian 
with eyes of pride and contempt; but fawning on the 
wickedeft rich men without Ihame : great promoters of 
other men's alms, with their fet exhortations; but 
themfelvcs contributing ever leaft : flightly touching the 
many vices of the age, but preaching without end their 
own grievances, as done to Chrift; leeking after prefer- 
ments and degrees in the church, more than after Hea- 
ven ; and fo gained, made it their whole ftudy how to 
keep them by any tyranny. Yet left they ihould be 
thought things of no ufe in their eminent places, they 
have their niceties and trivial points to keep in awe the 
luperftitious multitude ; but in true faving knowledge 
leave them ftill as grofs and ftupid as themfelves ; bung- 
lers at the fcripture, nay, forbidding and filencing them 
that know; but in worldly matters, pradifed and cun» 
ning (hifters; in that only art and fimony great clerks 
and mafters, bearing their heads high, but their thoughts 
abjeft and low. He taxes them alfo as gluttonous, in- 
continent, and daily drunkards. And what fliouldft 
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thou cxpcft from thefe, poor laity, io he goes on, thefc 
beads, all belly ? Shall thefe amend thee, who arc thcm- 
felves laborious in evil doings? Shall thou fee with 
their eyes, who fee right forward nothing but gain ? 
Leave them rather, as bids our Saviour, left ye fall both 
blindfold into the fame perdition. Are all thus ? Per- 
haps not all, or not fo grofsly. But what availed it 
Eli to be himfelf blameleS, while he connived at others 
that were abominable ? Who of them hath been envied 
for his better life ? Who of them hath hated to confort 
with thefc J or withftood their entering the miniftry, or 
endeavoured zealoufly their cafting out ? Yet fome of 
thefc perhaps by others are legended for great faints. 
This was the ftate of government, this of religion among 
the Britons, in that long calm of peace, which the fight 
at Badon-hilJ had brought forth. Whereby it came to 
jafe, that fo fair a viftory came to nothing. Towns and 
cities were not reinhabited, but lay ruined and wafte; 
nor was it lor^ ere domeftic war breaking out wafted 
them more. For Britain *, as at other times, had then 
alfofeveral kings: five of whom Gildas, living then in 
Armorica at a fafe diftance, boldly reproves by name: 
firft Conftantine (fabled the fon of Cador, duke of Corn- 
wall, Arthur's half-brother, by the mother's fide) who 
then reigned in Cornwall and Devon, a tyrannical and 
bloody king, polluted alfo with many adulteries; he got 
into his power two young princes of the blood royal, 
^certain whether before him in right, or otherwife fuf- 
peftcd \ and after folemn oath given of their lafety the 
year that Gildas wrote, flew them with then* two go- 
vernors in the church, and in their mother's arms, 
through the abbot's cope which he had thrown over 
them, thinking by the reverence of his vefture to have 
withheld the murderer. Thefe are commonly fuppofed 
to be the fons of Mordred, Arthur's nephew, faid to 
have revolted from his uncle, giving him in a battle his 
death's woundj and by him after to have been flain. 
Which things, were they true, would much diminifli 
the blame ot cruelty in Conftantine, revenging Arthur 

* Primord. p. 44^ 
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on the Tons of fo falfe a Mordred. In another part, but 
not expreffed -where, Aurelius Conanus was king : him 
he charges alfo with adulteries, and parricide i cruelties' 
worfe than the former; to be a hater of his country's 
peace, thirfting after civil war and prey. His condition, 
it feems, was not very profperous, for Gildas wiflies him, 
being now left alone, like a tree withering in the midil 
of a barren field, to remember the vanity and arrc^ance 
of his father, and elder brethren, who came all to un- 
timely death in their youth. The third reigning in 
Demetia, or South Wales, was Vortipor, the fon of a 
-good father; he was, when Gildas wrote, grown old, 
not in years only, but in adulteries ; and in governing, 
full of fallhood and cruel actions. In his latter days, 
putting away his wife, who died in divorce, he became, 
if we miftake not Gildas, inceftuous with hi$ daughter 
The fourth was Cuneglas, imbrued in civil war; he alfo 
had divorced his wife, and taken her lifter, who had 
vowed widowhood : he was a great enemy to the clergy, 
high-minded, and trufting to his wealth. Thelaft, but 
greateft of all in power, was Maglocune, and greateil 
alfo in wickednefs : he had driven out, or flain, many 
other kings, or tyrants, and was called the Ifland Drar 
gon, perhaps having his feat in Anglefey; a profufe 
giver, a great warrior, and of a goodly ftature. While 
he was yet young, he overthrew his uncle, though in the 
head of a complete army, and took from him the king* 
dom : then touched with remorfc of his doings, not 
without deliberation, took upon him the profefGon of a 
monk ; but foon forfook his vow, and his wife alfo ; 
which for that vow he had left, making love to the wife 
of his brother's fon then living. Who not refufing the 
offer, if file were not rather the firft that enticed, found 
means both to difpatch her own hufband, and the former 
wife of Maglocune, to make her marriage with him the 
more unqueftionable. Neither did he this for want of 
better inftruftions, having had the learnedeft and wifeft 
man, reputed of all Britain, the inftituter of his youth. 
Thus much, the utmoft that can be learnt by truer 
(lory, of what paft among the Britons from the time of 
their ufelefs vidory at Badon, to the time .that Gildas 

wrote. 
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wrote, that is to (ay, as may be guefled, from five hun- 
dred and twenty feven to five hundred and feventy one, 
is here fet down altogether ; not to be reduced under 
any certainty of years. But now the Saxons, who for 
the mod part all this while had been flill, unlefs among 
tbemfelves, began afrefti to affault them, and ere long to 
drive them out of all which they had maintained on this 
fide Wales. For Cuthulf, the brother of Keaulin *, by 
a viftory obtained at Bedanford, now Bedford, took 
from them four good towns, Liganburgh, Eglefburgh, 
Bcnfington now Benfon in OxfordQiire, and Igneftiam ; 
but outlived not many months his good fuccels. And 
after fix years more f , Keaulin, and Cuthwin his fon, 
gave them a great overthrow at Deorrham in Gloucef- 
terihire, flew three of their kings, Comail, Condidan, 
and Farinmaile;' and took three of their chief cities, 
Gloucefter, Cirencelter, and Badencefter. The Britons 
notwithftanding, after iome fpace of time J, judging to 
have outgrown their lofles, gather to a head and en- 
counter Keaulin, with Cutha his fon, at Fethanleage ; 
whom valiantly fighting, they flew among the thickeft, 
and, as is (aid, forced the Saxons to retire. § But Keau- 
lin, reinforcing the fight, put them to a main rout ; and 
following his advantage, took many towns, and returned 
laden with rich booty. 

ITie laft of thofe Saxons, who raifed their own 
achievements to a monarchy, was Crida, much about 
this time, firft founder of the Mercian kingdom ||, draw- 
ing alfo his pedigree from Woden. Ot whom all to 
write the feveral genealogies, though it might be done 
without long fearch, were in my opinion to encumber 
the ftory with a fort of barbarous names, to little pur- 
pofe. ♦* This may fuffice, that of Woden's three fon?, 
from the elded iflued Hengifl, and his fucceflion ; from 
tbefecond, the kings of Mercia; from the third, all that 
itigncd in Weft- Saxony, andmoftofthe Northumbers, 
rf whom Alia was one, the firft king of Deira ; which, 

•Poft Chrift. 57I. Camden. Annal. omn. f Poft Chrift. 577. 
I Pot Chrift. 584. ^Huntingd. |] The kingdom of Mercia. 
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\ after his death, the race of Ida feized, and made it one 

I • kingdom with Bernicia*, ufurping the childhood of 

Edwin, AUa's fon ; whom Ethehic, the fon of Ida ex- 
pelled. Notwithftanding others write of him, that from 

i a poor life, and beyond hope in his old age, coming to 

the crown, he could hardly, by the accefs of a kingdom, 
have overcome his former obfcurity, had not the &me 
of his fon preferved him. Once more the Britons f, ere 

\ they quitted all on this fide the mountains, forgot not to 

ihow fome manhood ; for meeting Keaulin at Woden*s- 
, beorth, that is to fay, at Woden's-mount in Wiltlhire J; 
whether it were by their own forces, or affifted by the 
Anglesj whofe hatred Keaulin had incurred, they ruined 
the whole army, and chafed him out of his kingdom y 

^ from whence flying, he died the next year inr poverty, 

who a little before was the mod potent, and indeed fole 
king of all the Saxons on this fide Humber. But who 
was chief among the Britons in this exploit had been 
worth remembering, whether it were Maglocune, of 
whofe prowefs hath been fpoken, or Teudric king of 
Glamorgan, whom the regeft of Landaff recounts to 
have been always viftorious in fight ; to have reigned 
about this time, and at length to have exchanged his 
crown for an hermitage; till in the aid of his fon Mou- 
ric, whom the Saxons had reduced to extremes, taking 
arms again, he defeated them at Tinterne by the river 
Wye ; but himfelf received* a mortal wound. § The 
fame year with Keaulin, whom Keola the fon of Cuthulf, 
Keaulin's brother, fucceeded, Crida alfo the Mercian 
king deceafed, in whofe room Wibba fucceeded ; and in 
' Northumberland, Ethelfrid, in the room of Ethelric, 

reigning twenty-four years. Thus omitting fables, we 
have the view of what with reafon can be relied on for 
truth, done in Britain fince the Romans forfook it. 
Wherein we have heard the many mifcries and defola- 
tions brought by divine . hand on a perverfe nation ; 
driven, when nothing elfe would reform them, out of a 

• Florent. ad ann. Poft Chrift. 559. f Po^ Chrifl. 588. Annal. 
omn. J Poll Chrifl. 592. Floreiu. Bed. 1. 2. c. 3. Malmf, Florcnl. 
bax. ann. % Poll Chrill. 593, 
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&ir country, into a mountainous and barren corner, 
by ftrangers and pagans. So much more tolerable in 
the eye of Heaven is infidelity profeflcd, than chriftian 
faith and religion diOionoured by unchriftian works. 
Yet they alfo at length renounced theip heathenifm; 
which how it came to pafs, will be the matter next 
related. 
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THE FOURTH BOOK. 

THE Saxons grown up now to feven abfolute king- 
doms; and the lateft of them eftabliQied by fuc- 
ceffion, finding their power arrive well nigh at the ut-» 
mod of what was to be gained upon the Britons, and as 
little fearing to be difplanted by them, had time now to 
furvey at leifure one another's greatnefs. Which quickly 
bred among them either qnvy or mutual jealoufies ; till 
the weft kingdom at length grown overpowerful, put an 
end to all the reft *. Meanwhile, above others, Ethel- 
bert of Kent, who by this time had well ripened his 
young ambition, with more ability of years and experi- 
ence in war, what before he attempted to his lofs, now 
fuccefsfully attains : and by degrees brought all the other 
monarchies between Kent and Humber to be at his devo- 
tion. To which defign the kirtgdom of Weft Saxons, 
being the firmeft of them all, at that time fore (haken 
by their overthrow at Woden's-beorth, and the death of 
Keaulin, gave him, no doubt, a main advantage; the reft 
yielded not fubjedion, but as he earned it by continual 
viftories, f And to win him the more regard abroad, he 
parries Bertha the French king's daughter, though a 
chriftian, and with this condition, to have the firee exer- 
cife of her faith, under the cJtre and inftruftion of Le- 
tardus a biftiop, fent by her parents along with her; the 
king notw.it hftanding and his people retaining their old 
religion. J Beda out of Gildas lays it fadly to the Bri- 
tons charge, that they never would vouchfafe their Saxon 
neighbours the means of converfion i but how far to 
blame they were §, and what hope there was of con- 
verting in the midft of fo much hoftility, at leaft falfc- 
hood, from their firft arrival, is not now eafy to deter- 
pjine. II Howbeit not long after they had the chriftian 

* Bed. Malmf. f Bed. 1. i. c. 25. J Bed. 1. i. c, 22. 
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faith preached to them by a nation more remote, and (as 
report went, accounted old in Beda's time) upon this 
occafion. 

The Northumbrians had a cuftom at that time, and 
many hundred vears after not abolilhed, to fell their 
children^ for a finall value into any foreign land. Of 
which number two comely youths were brought to 
Rome, whofe fair and honed countenances invited Gre- 
gory, archdeacon of that city, among others that beheld 
them, pitying their condition, to demand whence they 
were ; it was anfwered by fome who ftood by, that they 
were Angli of the province Deira, fubjedls to ^lla king 
of Northumberland ; and by religion, Pagans. Which 
laft Gregory deploring, framed on a fudden this allu- 
fion to the three names he heard; that the Angli fo 
like to angels (hould be fnatched * de ira,' that is, from 
the wrath of God, to fing hallelujah : and forthwith ob- 
taining licenfe, of Benedict the pope, had come and 
preached here among them, had not the Roman people, 
whofe love endured not the abfence of fo vigilant a 
paftor over them, recalled him then on his journey^ 
though but deferred his pious intention. * For a while 
after, fucceeding in the papal feat, and now in his fourth 
year, admoniOied, faith Beda, by divine inftinft, he fent 
Auguftin, whom he had defigned for bifhop of the 
Englifh nation, and other zealous monks with him, to 
proich to them the gofpel. Who being now on their 
way, difcouraged by fome reports, or their own carnal 
fear, fent back Auftin, in the name of all, to befeech Gre- 
gory they might return home, and not be fent a journey 
10 full of hazard, to a fierce and infidel nation, whofe 
tongue they underflood not. Gregory with pious and 
apoilolic perfuafions exhorts them not to (hrink back fix)m 
fo good a work, but cheerfully to go on in the llrength 
of divine afliftance. The letter itfelf, yet extant among 
our writers of ecclefiaftic flor}% I omit here, as not pro- 
fefCng to relate of thofe matters more than what mixes 
aptly with civil affairs. The abbot Auflin, for fo he was 
ordained* over the refl, reincouraged by the exhortations 
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of Gregory, and his fellows by the letter which he 
brought them, came fafe to the ifle of Tanet*, in num- 
ber about forty, befides fome of the French nation, whom 
they took along as interpreters. Ethelbert the king, to 

' whom Auftin at his landing had fent a new and won- 
drous meffage, that he came from Rome to proffer Hea- 
ven and eternal happinefs in the knowledge of another 
God than the Saxons knew, appoints them to remain 
where they hat! landed, and neceflaries to be provided 
them, confulting in the mean time what was to be done. 
And after certain days coming into the ifland, chofe a 
place to meet them under the open flcy, pofleffed with an 
old pcrfuafion, that all fpells, if they (liould ufe any to 
deceive him, fo it were not within doors, would be una- 
vailable. They on the other fide called to his prefence, 
advancing for their ftandard a filver crofs, and the painted 
image of our Saviour, cameflowly forward, finging their 
folemn litanies: which wrought in Ethelbert more fufpi- 
cion perhaps that they ufed enchantments ; till fitting 
down as the king willed them, they there preached to 
him, and all in that aHembly, the tidings of falvation. 
Whom having heard attentively, the king thus an- 
Iwered : " Fair indeed and ample are the promifes which 
ye bring, and fuch things as have the appearance in them 

, of much good ; yet fuch as being new and uncertain, I 
cannot eafily aflfent to, quitting the religion which from 
my anceftors, with all the Englifli nation, fo many years 
I have retained. Neverthelefs becaufe ye are ftrangers, 
and have endured fo long a journey, to impart us the 
knowledge of things, which I pcrfuade me you believe 
to be the trueft and the beft, ye may be fure, we (hall not 
recompenfe you with any moleftation, but (hall provide 
rather how we may friendlieft entertain ye; nordowc 
forbid whom ye can by preaching gain to your belief." 
And accordingly their refidence he allotted them in Do- 
roverne or Canterbury his chief city, and made provi- 
fion. for their maintenance, with free I ave to preach 
their doftrine where they pleafed. By which, and by the 
example of their holy life, fpent in prayer, fafting, and 
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continual labour in the convcrfion of fouls, they won 
Hiany ; on whofe bounty and the king's, receiving only 
what was neceflary, they fubfifted. There ftood without 
the city on the eaft fide, ah ancient church built in ho- 
nour of St. Martin, while yet the Romans remained 
here: in which Bertha the queen went out ufually to pray: 
• here they alfo began firft to preach, baptize, and openly 
tocxcrcife divine worfhip. But when the king himfelf, 
convinced by their good life and miracles, became chrif- 
tian, and was baptized, which came to pafs in the very 
firft year of their arrival, then multitudes daily, con- 
fwming to their prince, thought it honour to be reck- 
oned among thofe of his faith. To whom Ethelbort in- 
deed principally (howed his favour, but compelled none, 
t For fo he had been taught by them who were both the 
inftniftors and the authors of his faith, that chriftian re- 
ligion ought to be voluntary, not compelled. About 
this time Kelwulfthe fon of Cutha, Keaulin's brother, 
reigned over the Weft Saxons J, after his brother Keola 
or Kelric, and had continual war either with Englilh, 
Wclfli, Pifts, or Scots. § But Auftin, whom with his 
fellows Ethelbert had now endowed with a better place 
for their abode in the city, and other poffeflions neceffary 
to livelihood, eroding into France, was by the archbifhop 
of Aries, at the appointment of pope Gregory, ordained 
archbilhop of the Englifli ; and returning, fent to Rome 
Laurence and Peter, two of his affociates, to acquaint 
the pope of his good fuccefs in England, and to be re- 
fdvcd of certain theological, or rather levitical queftions: 
with anfwers to which, not proper in this place, Gre- 
gory fends alfo to the great work of converting, that 
went on fo happily, a fupply of labourers, Mellitus, Juf- 
tus, Paulinus, Rufinian, and many others; who what 
they were, may be guefled by the ftufF which they 
brought with them, veflTels and yeftments for the altar, 
copes, reliques, and for the archbilhop Auftin a pall to 
bj mafe in : to fuch a rank fuperftition that age was 
grown, though fome of them yet retaining an emulation 

• Poft Chrift. 598. t Bed. 1. 2. c. 5. J Sax. ann. Malmf. 
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of apoftolic zeal. Laftly, te Ethclbert they brought a 
letter with many prefents. Auftin, thus exalted to ar- 
chiepifcopal authority, recovered from the ruins and 
other profane ufes a Chriftian church in Canterbury, 
built of old by the Romans, which he dedicated by the 
name of Chrift's church, and joining to it built a feat 
for himfelf and his fucceflbrs ^ a monaftery alfo near the 
city eaftward, where Ethelbert at his motion built St. 
Peter's, and enriched it with great endowments, to be a 
place of burial for the archbifhops and kings of Kent : 
lo quickly they ftepped up into fellowfhip of pomp 
with kings. * While thus Ethelbert and hit people had 
their minds intent, Ethelfrid the Northumbrian king 
was not lefs bufied in far different affairs : for being 
altogether warlike, and covetous of fame, he more 
wafted the Britons than any Saxon king before him; 
winning from them large territories, which cither he 
made tributary, or planted with his own fubjeds. 
+ Whence Edan king of thofe Scots that dwelt in Bri- 
tain, jealous of his fucceifes, came againft him with a 
mighty army, to a place called Degfaftan ; but in the 
fight loling moil of his men, himfelf with a few efcaped : 
only Theobald the king's brother, and the whole wing 
which he commanded, unfortunately cut off, made the 
viftory to Ethelfrid lefs . intire. Yet from that time no 
king of Scots in hoftile manner durft pafs into Britain 
for a hundred and more years after: and what (bmc 
years before Kelwulf the Weft Saxon is annalled to have 
done againft the Scots and Pidb, paflin^ through the 
land of Ethelfrid a king fo potent, unlefs in his aid and 
alliance, is not likelv. Buchanan writes as if Ethelfrid, 
afSfted by Keaulin whom he miftitles king of Eaft Saxons, 
had before this time a battle with Aidan, wherein Cutha, 
Keaulin's fon, was flain. But Cutha, as is above-written 
from better authority, was flain in fight againft the 
Welfh twenty years before. J The number of Chriftians 
began now to increafe fo faft, that Auguftin, ordaininj 
biflbops under him, two of his alfiftants Mellitus and Jul 
tus, fent them out both to the work of their miniftry, 

• Bed. 1. 2. c. 34, f Poll Chrift, 603. ; Poft Chrift. 604. 
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And Mellitus by preaching converted the Eaft Saxons, 
over whom Sebert the fon of Sleda, by permiffion of 
Ethelbert, being born of his filler Ricula,, then reigned. 
Whofe converfion Ethelbert to gratulate, built them the 
great church of St. Paul in London to be their biOiop's 
cathedral ; as Juftus alfo had his built at Rochefter, and 
both gifted by the fame king with fair poffefBons. / Hi- 
therto Auftin laboured well among infidels, but not with 
like commendation foon after among chriftians. For by 
means of Ethelbert (ummoning the Britain biOiops to a 
place on the edge of Worcefterfhire, called from that 
time Auguftin*s oak, he recjuircs them to conform with 
him in the fame day of celebrating Eafter, and many 
other points wherein they differed from the rites of 
Rome : which when they refufed to do, not prevailing 
by difpute, he appeals to a miracle, reftoring to fight a 
blind man whom the Britons could not cure. At this 
fomcthing moved, though not minded to recede from 
their own opinions without further confultation, they 
rcquefta (econd meeting: to which came feven Britain 
Inihops, with many other learned men, efpecially from 
the famous monaftery of Bangor, in which were laid to 
be fo many monks, living all by their own labour, that 
being divided under feven reftors, none had fewer than 
three hundred. One man there was who (laid behind, 
• 1 hermit by the life he led, who by his wifdom effected 
more than all the reft, who went : being demanded, for 
they held him as an oracle, how they might know Auf- 
tin to be a man from God, that they might follow him, 
he anfwered, that if they found him meek and humble, 
they (hould be taught by him, for it was likelieft to 
be the yoke of Chrift, both what he bore himfelf, 
and would have them bear; but if he bore himfelf 
proudly, that they Ihould not regard him, for he was 
then certainly not of God. They took his advice, and 
halted to the place of meeting. Whom Auftin, being 
ahicady there before them, neither arofe to meet, nor re- 
ceived in any brotherly fort, but fat all the while ponti- 
fically in his chair. Whereat the Britons, as they were 
couofelled by the holy man, neglefted him, and neither 
bearkened to his propofals of conformity, nor would ac-i 

knowledge 
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knowledge him for an archbtfhop : and in the name of 
the reft *, Dinothus, then abbot of Bangor, is faid thus 
fagely to have anfwered him : " As to the fubjedtion 
which you require, be thus perfuaded of us, that in the 
bond of love and charity we are all fubjefts and fervants 
to the church of God, yea to the pope of Rome, and 
every good chriftian to help them forward, both by word 
and deed, to be the children of God : other obedience 
than this we know not to be due to him whom you term 
the pope i and this obedience we are ready to give both 
to him and to every Chriftian continually. Befides, we arc 
governed under God by the biQiop of Caerleon, who is 
to overfee us in fpiritual matters." To which Auftin 
thus prefaging, fome fay menacing, replies, " Since ye 
refufe to accept of peace with your brethren, ye (hall have 
war from your enemies i and fince ye will not with us 
preach the word of life to whom ye ought, from their 
hands ye (hall receive death." This, though writers 
a^ree not whether Auftin fpake it at his prophefy, or as 
y his plot againft the Britons, fell out accordingly, f For 
many years were not paft, when Ethelfrid, whether of 
his own accord, or at the requeft of Ethelbert, incenfed 
by Auftin, with a powerful hoft came to Weftchefter, 
then Caer-legion. Where being met by the Briti(h 
forces, and both (ides in rcadinefs to give the onfet, he 
difcerns a company of men, not habited for war, ftand- 
ing togetlier in a place of fome fafety ; and by them a 
fquadron armed. Whom having learnt upon fome in- 
quiry to be priefts and monks, aflfembled thither after 
three days fafting, to pray for the good fuccefs of their 
forces againft him, ** therefore they firft,'* faith he, 
" (hall feel our fwords ; for they who pray againft us, 
fight heavieft againft us by their prayers, and are our dan* 
geroufeft enemies." And with that turns his firft charge 
upon the monks: Brocmail, the captain fet to guard them, 
quickly turns nis back, and leaves above twelve hundred 
monks to a fudden maflacre, whereof fcarce fifty efcaped. 
But not fo eafy work found Ethelfrid againft another part 
of Britons that ftood in arms, whom though at laft he over- 
threw, yet with (laughter nigh as great to his own foU 
* Spelman. Concil. p. io8. f Sox. ann. Hunting. Poft Chrifl. 607. 
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diers. To cxcufe Auftin of this bloodflied, left fomc 
might think it his revengeful policy, Beda writes, that he 
was dead long before, although if the time of his fitting 
archbifhop be right computed fixteen years, he muft fur- 
vive this aftion. * Other juft ground of charging him 
with this imputation appears not, fave what evidently we 
have from Geoffrey of Monmouth, whofe weight we 
know, t The fame year Kelwulf made war on the South 
Saxons, bloody, faith Huntingdon, to both fides, but 
moft to them of the fouth : J and four years after dying, 
left the government of Weft Saxons to Kinegils and 
Cuichelm, the fons of his brother Keola. Others, as 
Fiorent of Worcefter, and Matthew of Wcftminfter, will 
have Cuichelm fon of Kinegils, but admitted to reign 
with his father, in whofe third year § they are recorded 
with joint forces or conduft to have fought againft the 
Britons in Beandune, now Bindon in Dorletftiirc, and to 
have flain of them above two thoufand. || More me- 
morable was the fecond year following, by the death of 
Ethelbert the firft chriftian king of SaxoiiS, and no lefs a' 
favourer of all civility in that rude age. He gave laws 
and ftatutes after the example of Koman emperors, 
written with the advice of his fageft counfellors, but in 
the Englifti tongue, and obferved long after. Wherein 
his fpecial care was to punifli thofe who had fl:olen aught 
from church or churchman, thereby ftiewing how grate- 
fully he received at their hands the chriftian faith. 
Which, he no fooner dead, but his fon Eadbald took the 
courfc as faft to extinguifti ; not only falling back into 
heathenifm, but that which heathenilm was wont to ab- 
hor, marrying his father's fecond wife. Then foon was 
perceived what multitudes for fear or countenance of the 
king had profeffed chriftianity, returning now as eagerly 
to their old religion. Nor ftaid the apoftacy within one 
province, but quickly fpread over to the Eaft Saxons ; 
occaiioned there likewife, or fet forward by the death of 
their chriftian king Sebert : whofe three Ions, of whom 
two arc named Sexted and Seward **, neither in his life- 

• Malmf. gcft. pom. 1. i. f Sax. ann. j Poft Chrid. 611. 
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time would be brought to baptifm, and after his deceafe 
reeftablifliecj the free exercife of idolatary ; nor fo content, 
they fet themfelves in defjpight to do fome open profit 
nation againft the other iacrament. Coming therefore 
into the church were Mellitus the bifliop was miniftcr- 
ing, they required him in abufe and fcorn to deliver to 
them unbaptized the confecrated bread ; aad him refuf- 
ing drove difgracefully out of their dominion. Who 
croffed forthwith into Kent, where things were in the 
lame plight, and thence into France, with Juftus bifliop 
of Rochefter. But divine vengeance deferred not long 
the punifliment of men fo impious ; for Eadbald, vexed 
with an evil fpirit, fell often into foul fits of diftradion 5 
and the fons of Sebert, in a fight againft the Weft Saxons^ 
periftied with their whole army. But Eadbald, within 
the year, by an extraordinary means became penitent. 
For when Lawrence the archbifliop and fuccelHbr of 
Auftin was preparing to fhip for France, after Juftus and 
Mellitus, the ftory goes, if it be worth believing, that 
St. Peter, in whofe church he fpent the night before in 
watching and praying, appeared to him, and to make the 
vifion mpre fenfi^ble, gave him many ftripes for offering 
to defert his flock ; at fight whereof the king (to whom 
next morning he fliewed the marks of what he had fuf- 
fered, by whom and for what caufe) relenting and in 
great fear, diflTolved his inceftuous marriage, and applied 
himielf to the chriftian faith more fincerely than before, 
with all his people. But the Londoners, addifted ftill to 
paganifin, would not be perfuaded to receive again Mel- 
litus their biftiop, and to compel them was not in his 
power. * Thus much through all the fouth was 
troubled in religion, as much were the north parts 
difquieted through ambition. For Ethelfrid of Bernicia, 
as was touched before, having thrown Edwin out of 
Deira, and joined that kingdom to his own, not con- 
tent to have bereaved him of his right, whofe known 
virtues and high parts gave caufe of fufpicion to his ene- 
mies, fends meffengers to demand him of Redwald king 
of Eaft Angles ; under whofe proteftion, after many 
years wandering obfcurely through all the iiland> he 

• PoftChrill. 617. 
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had placed his fafety. Kedwald, though having pro- 
mifed all defence to Edwin as to his fuppliant, yet 
tempted with continual and large offers of gold, and not 
contemning the puiflance of Ethelfrid, yielded at length, 
either to difpatch him, or to give him into their hands : 
but carneftly exhorted by his wife, not to betray the faith 
and inviolable law of hofpitality and refuge given *, pre- 
fers his firft promife as the more religious ; nor only re- 
fufes to deliver him, but fince war was thereupon de- 
nounced, determines to be beforehand with the danger; 
and with a fudden army raifed, furprifes Ethelfrid, little 
dreaming an invaiion, and in a fight near to the eafl fide of 
the river Idle, on the Mercian border, now Nottingham- 
fliire, flays him -f , diflipating eafily thofe few forces which 
he had got to march out overhailily with him ; who 
yet, as a teftimony of his fortune, not his valour to be 
blamed, flew firfl with his own hands Reiner the king's 
fon. His two fons Ofwald and Ofwi, by Acca, Edwin's 
fifler, efcaped into Scodand. By this viftory Redwald 
became fo far fuperiour to the other Saxon kings, that 
Beda reckons him the next after Ella and Ethelbert ; 
who, befides this conqueft of the north, had likewife all 
oo the hither 'fide Humber at his obedience. He had 
formerly in Kent received baptifm J, but coming home, 
and perfuaded by his wife, who flill it feems was his 
chief counfellor to good or bad alike, relapfed into his 
old religion: yet not willing to forego his new, thought 
it not the worft way, left perhaps he might err in either, 
for more aflurance to keep them both ; and in the fame 
temple erefted one altar to Chrift, another to his idols. 
But Edwin, as with more deliberation he undertook, 
and with more fincerity retained the chriftian profeflion, 
fo alfo in power and extent of dominion far exceeded all 
before him ; fubduing all, faith Beda, Englifh or Britifh, 
even to the ifles, then called Mevanian, Anglefey, and 
Man ; fettled in his kingdom by Redwald, he fought in 
marriage Edelburga, whom others call Tate, the daughter 
of Ethelbert. To whofe embafladors Eadbald her bro- 
ther made anfwer, that " to wed their daughter to a 
pagan, was not the chriftian law/' Edwin replied, that 
•Milfflfl L I. c. 3. t Camden. { Beck I 2. c. 15. 
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** to her religion he would be no hinderance, which with 
her whole houQiold (he might freely exercife. And 
moreover, that if examined it were found the better, he 
would embrace it." Thefe ingenuous offers, opening (b 
fair a way to the advancement of truth, are accepted *, 
and Paulinus as afpiritual guardian fent along with the 
virgin. He being to that purpofe made bifliop by Juftus, 
omitted no occafion to plant the Gofpel in thofe parts^ 
but with fmall fuccefs, till the next year f Cuichelm, at 
that time one of the two Weft Saxon kings, envious of 
the greatnefs which he faw Edwin growing up to, fent 
privily Eumerus a hired fwordman to affaffia him y who> 
under pretence of doing a meflage from his mafter, with 
a poifoned weapon ftabs at Edwin, conferring with him 
in his houfe, by the river Dcrwent in Yorkfhire, on an 
Eafter-day ; which Lilla one of the king's attendants, at 
the inftant perceiving, with a loyalty that ftood not then 
to deliberate, abandoned his whole body to the blow ; 
which notwithftanding made paffage through to the 
kings perfon, with a wound not to be flighted. The 
murderer encompaffed now with fwords, and defperate, 
forerevenges his own fall with the death of another, 
whom his poniard reached home; Paulinus omitting no 
opportunity to win the king from mifbelief, obtained at 
length this promife from him ; that if Chrift, whom he 
fb magnified, would give him to recover of his wound, 
and victory of his enemies who had thus affaulted him, 
he would then become chriftian, in pledge whereof he 
gave his young daughter Eanfled, to be bred up in re- 
ligion ; who, with twelve others of his family, on the 
day of Pentecoft was baptized. And by that time well 
recovered of his wound, to punilh the authors of fo foul 
a faft, he went with an army againft the Weft Saxons : 
whom having quelled by war, and of fuch as had con- 
fpired againft him, put fome to death, others pardoned, 
he returned home viftorious, and from that time wor- 
ftiipped no more his idols, yet ventured not ralhly into 
baptifm, but firft took care to be inftrufted rightly what 
he learnt, examining and ftill confidering with himfelf 
and others, whom he held wifeft ; though Boniface the 

• Poft Clirift. 626. t Poft Chrin. 6*5. 
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pope, by large letters of exhortation both to him and his 
queen, was not wanting to quicken his belief. But 
while he ftill deferred, and his deferring might feem now 
to have palTed the maturity of wifdomto a faulty lin- 
jgering, Paulinus by revelation, as was believed, coming 
to the knowledge of a fecret which befel him ftrangely 
in the time of his troubles, on a certain day went in 
boldly to him, and laying his right hand on the head of 
the king, afked him if he remembered what that fign 
meant; the king trembling, and in amaze rifing up, 
ftraight fell at his feet. *' Behold," faith Paulinus, raifing 
him from the ground, " God hath delivered you from 
your enemies, and given you the kingdom as you de- 
(ircd : perform now what long fince you promifed him, 
to receive his doftrine, which I now bring you, and the 
faith, which if you accept, (hall to your temporal felicity 
add eternal.*' The promife claimed of him by Paulinus, 
how and wherefore made, though favouring much of 
legend, is thus related. Redwald, as we heard before, 
dazzled with the gold of Ethelfrid, or by his threatening 
overawed, having promifed to yield up Edwin, one of 
his faithful companions, of which he had feme few with 
him in the court of Redwald, that never (hrunk from 
his advejrlity, about the firfl: hour of night comes in hade 
to his chamber, and calling him forth for better fecrccy, 
reveals to him his danger, offers him his aid to make 
efcape; but that courfe not approved, as feeming dif- 
honourable without more manileft caufc to begin diftruft 
towards one who had fo long been his only refuge, the 
friend departs. Edwin left alone without the paUce-gate, 
full of fadnefe and perplexed thoughts, difcerns about the 
dead of night a man neither by countenance nor by habit 
to him known, approaching towards him. Who after 
falutation afked him, " why at this hour, when all others 
were at rcfl, he alone lb fadly fat waking on a cold 
ftonc/* Edwin not a little mifdoubting vtho he might 
be, afked him again, " what his fitting within doors, or 
without, concerned him to know." To whom he again, 
•* Think not that who>liou art, or why fitting here, or 
what dang^ hangs over thee, is to me unknown : but what 
would you promife to that man, whoever would befriend 
Vol. IV. K you 
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you out of all thefe troubles, and periuade Redwald to 
the like?" " All that 1 am able,*' anfwered Edwin. And 
he, " What if the fame man fhould promife to make you 
greater than any Englifh king hath been before you ?'* 
" I (hould not doubt," quoth Edwin, " to beanfwerably 
grateful." *' And what if to all this he would inform 
you," faid the other, " in a way to happinefs, beyond 
what any of your anceftors hath known ? would you 
hearken to his council ?" Edwin without flopping pro- 
mifed " he would." And the other laying his right 
hand on Edwin's head, " When this fign," faith he, 
" (hall next befiil thee, remember this time of night, and 
this difcourfe, to perform what thou haft promifed;" 
and with thefe words difappearing, he left Edwin much 
revived, but not lefs filled with wonder, who thij un- 
known (hould be. When fuddenly the friend who had 
been gone all this while to liften further what was like to 
be decreed of Kdwin, comes back and joyfully bids him 
rife to his repofe, for that the king's mind, though for 
a while drawn afide, was now fully refolved not only not 
to betray him, but to defend him againft all enemies, as 
he had promifed. This was faid to be the caufe why 
Edwin admonilhcd by the bifhop of a fign which had 
befallen him fo ftrangely, and as he thought fo fecretly, 
arofe to him with that reverence and amazement, as to 
one font from Heaven, to claim that promife of him 
which he perceived well was due to a divine power, that 
had aflifted him in liLs troubles. To Paulinus therefore 
he makes anfwer, that the chriftian belief he himfelf 
ought by promife, and intended to receive ; but would 
confer firft with his chief peers and counfellors, that if 
they likewife could be won, all at once might be bap- 
tized. They therefore being afked in council what their 
opinion was concerning this new doftrine, and well per- 
ceiving which way the king inclined, every one there- 
after fliapcd his reply. The chief prieft, fpeaking firft, 
difcovered an old grudge he had againft his gods, for 
advancing others in the king's favour above him their 
chief prieft : another hiding his court-compliance with a 
grave fcntence, commended the choice of certain before 
uncertarn, upon due examination j to like purpofe a'n* 
3 fwercd 
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fwered all the reft of his fages, none openly diflenting 
from what was likely to be the king's creed : whereas 
the preaching of Paulin us could work no fuch effeft upon 
them, toiling till that time without fuccefs. Whereupon 
Edwin, renouncing- heathenifm, became chriftian : and 
the pagan prieft, offering himfelf freely to demolifli the 
altars of his former gods, made fomc amends for his 
teaching to adore them. * With Edwin, his two fons 
Osfrid and Eanfrid, born to him by Quenburga, daughter, 
as faith Beda, of Kearle king of Mercia, in the time of 
his banifliment, and with them mod of the people, both 
noble and commons, eafily converted, were baptized ; he 
with his whole family at York, in a church haftily built 
up of wood, the multitude moft part in rivers. Northum- 
berland thus chriftened, Paulinus, croffing Humbert con- 
verted alfo the province of Lihdfey, and Blecca the go- 
vernor of Lincoln, with his houfehold and moft of that 
city; wherein he built a church of ftone, curioufly 
wrought, but of fmall continuance ; for the roof in Beda*s 
time, uncertain whether by negleft or enemies, was 
down; the walls only ftanding. Meanwhile in Mercia, 
Kearle, a kinfman of Wibba, faith Huntingdon, not a 
fon, having long withheld the kingdom from Penda, 
U'ibba's fon, left it now at length to the fiftieth year of 
his age : with whom Kinegils and Cuichelm, the Weft- 
Saxon kings, two years after f , having by that time it 
feems recovered ftrength, fince the inroad made upon 
them by Edwin, fought at Cirencefter, then made truce. 
Bur Edwin feeking every way to propagate the faith, 
which with fo much deliberation he had received, per- 
fuaded Eorpwald, the fon of Rcdwald, king of Eaft- 
Anglcs, to embrace the fame belief J; willingly or in 
awe, is not known, retaining under Edwin the name 
only of a king. § But Eorpwald, not long furvived his 
converfion, flain in fight by Ricbcrt a pagan : whereby 
the people having lightly followed the religion of their 
king, as lightly fcll back to their old fuperftitions for 
above three years after : Edwin in the mean while, to his 
iaith addii^ virtue, by the due adminiftration of juftice 
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wrought fuch peace over all his territories, that from fea 
to fea man or woman might have travelled in fafety. His 
care alfo was of fountains t)y the way fide, tamake them 
fitted for the ufe of travellers. And not unmindful of re- 
gal (late, whether in war or in peace, he hftd a royal ban- 
ner carried before him. But having reigned with much 
honour feventeen years, he was at length by Kedwallay 
or Cadwallon, king of the Britons, who with aid of the 
Mercian Penda had rebelled againft him, (lain in a battle 
with his Ton Osfrid, at a place called Hethfield, and hi^ 
whole army overthrown or difperfed in the year fix hun- 
dred and thirty three *, and the forty-feventh of his age, 
in the eye of man worthy a more peaceful end. His 
head brought to York was there buried in the church by 
him begun. Sad was this overthrow, both to church 
and ftate of the Northumbrians: for Penda being a 
heathen, and the Britifh king, though in name a chrif- 
tian, but in deeds more bloody than the pagan, nothing 
was omitted of barbarous cruelty in the (laughter of fex 
or age ; Kedwalla threatening to root out the whole na- 
tion, though then newly chrillian. For the Britons, and, 
as Beda faith, even to his days, accounted Saxon chrif- 
tianity no better than paganifm, and with them held as 
little communion. From thefe calamities no refuge be- 
ing left but flight, Paulinus taking with him Ethilburga 
the queen and her children, aided by Ba(rus> one of Ed- 
win's captains, made efcape by fea to Eadbald king 
of Kent : who receiving his fifter with all kindnefs, 
made Paulinus bi(hop of Kochefter, where he ended 
his days. After Edwin, the kingdom of Northum- 
berland became divided as before, each rightful heir fei:^* 
ing his part ; in Deira Ofric, the fon of Elfric, Edwin's 
uncle, by profeflion a chriftian, and baptized by 
Paulinus: in Bernicia, Eanfrid the fon of Ethelfrid; 
who all the time of Edwin, with his brother Of- 
wald, and many of the young nobility, lived in Scotland 
exiled, and had been there taught and baptized. No 
fooner had they gotten each a kingdom, but both turned 
recreant, Aiding back into their old religioa^ and both 
Were the fame year (lain ; Ofric by a fudden eruption of 
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Kcdwalla, whom he in a flrong town had unadvifedly 
bcfieged; Eanfrid fceking peace, and inconfiderately with 
a few lurrendering himfclf. Kedwalla' now ranged at 
will through both thofe provinces, ufing cruelly his con- 
queft*; when 0(wald the brother of Elanfrid with a fmail 
but chriftian army unexpeftedly coming on, defeated 
and dcftroyed both him and his huge forces, ^hich he 
boafted to be invincible, by a little river running into 
Tine, near the ancient Roman wall then called iJenif- 
burn, the place afterwards Heaven-field, from the croft 
reported miracles for cures, which Ofwald there ereftcd 
before the battle, in token of his faith againfl the great 
number of his enemies. Obtaining the kingdom he took 
care to inftruft aga'm the people in chriftianity. Sending 
therefore to the Scottifh elders, Beda fo terms them, 
among whom he had received baptifm, rcquefted of 
them fbme faithful teacher, who might again fettle reli- 
gion in his realm, which the late troubles had much im* 
paired ; they, as readily hearkening to his requeft, fend 
Aldan, a Scotch monk and bifhop, but of lingular zeal 
and meeknefs, with others to aflift him, whom at their 
own defire he feated in Lindisfarne, as the epifcopal feat, 
now Holy Ifland ; and being the fon of Etheifrid, by the 
fifter of Edwin, as right heir, others failing, eafily re- 
duced both kingdoms of Northumberland as before into 
one I nor of Edwin's dominion loft any part, but en- 
larged it rather; over all the four Britifli nations. Angles, 
Britons, Pifts, and Scots, exercifing regal authority* Of 
bis devotion, humility, and almsdeeds, much is fpoken ; 
that he difdained not to be the interpreter of Aidan, 
preaching in Scotch or bad Englifti, to his nobles and 
boufehold fervants; and had the poor continually ferved 
at his gate, after the promifcuous manner of thofe times: 
bis meaning might be upright, but the manner more 
ancient of private or of church-contribution is doubtlefs 
mofe evangelical, f About this time the Weft-Saxons, 
anciently called Gevifli, by the preaching of Berinus, a 
bi(hop, whom pope Honorius had fent, were converted 
to the faith with Kinegils their king : him Ofwald re- 
ceived out of the font, and his daughter in marriage^ 
• Poa Chrift. 634. t Po^ Chriit 635. Sax. zxu 
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* The next year Cuichelm was baptized in Dorchefter, 
but lived not to the year's end. The Eaft-Angles alfo 
this year were reclaimed to the faith of Chrift, which for 
fome years paft they had thrown off. But Sigbert the 
brother of Eorpwald now fucceeded in that kingdom, 
praifed fo; a moft chriftian and learned man : who while 
his brother yet reigned, living in France an exile, for 
fome difpleal'ure conceived againft him by Redwald his 
father, learned there the chriftian faith; and reigning 
foon after, in the fame inftrufted his people, by the 
preaching of Felix a Burgundian bi(hop. 

t In the year fix hundred and forty Eadbold deceafing, 
left to Ercombert, his fon by Emma the French king's 
daughter, the kingdom of Kent; recorded the fir ft of 
Englifti kings, who commanded through his limits the 
deftroying of idols ; laudably, if all idols without excep- 
tion ; and the firft to have eftablilhed Lent among us, 
under ftrict penalty; not worth remembering, but only 
to inform us, that no Lent was obferved here till his 
time by compulfion : efpecially being noted by fome to 
have fraudulently ufurped upon his elder brother Er- 
menred §, whofe right was precedent to the crown. 
Ofwald having reigned eight years ||, worthy alfo as 
might feem of longer life, fell into the fame fate with 
Edwin, and from the fame hand, in a great battle over- 
come .and flain by Penda, at a place called Maferfield, 
now Qfweftre in Shropftiire J, miraculous, as faith Beda, 
after his death. ** His brother Ofwi fucceeded him; 
reigning, though in much trouble, twenty-eight years ; 
oppofed either by Penda, or his own fon Alfred, or his 
brother's fon Ethilwald. ff Next year Kinegils the Weft- 
Saxon king dying left his fon Kenwalk in his ttead, 
though as yet unconverted. About this time Sigebert 
king of Eaft-Angles having learnt in France, ere his 
coming to reign, the manner of their fchools, with the 
affiftance of fome teachers, out of Kent inftituted a fchool 
here after the fame difcipline, thought to be the univer- 
fity of Cambridge, then firft founded; and at length 
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weary of his kingly office, betook him to a monaftical 
life; commending the care of government to his kinfman 
Egric, who had fuftained with him part of that burden 
bcrore. It happened fome years after, that Penda made 
war on the Eaft- Angles: they expefling a (harp encoun- 
ter, befought Sigebert, whom they eftcemcd an expert 
leader, with his prefence to confirm the foldiery ; and 
him rcfufing, carried by force out of the monaftery 
into the camp; where afting the monk rather than the 
ca[>tain, with afmgle wand in his hand, he was flain with 
Egric, and his whole army put to flight. Anna of the 
royal (lock, as next in right, fuccecded ; and hath the 
praiic of a virtuous and mo(l chriftian prince. * But 
Kcnwalk the Wcft-Saxon having married the (ifter of 
Penda, and divorced her, was by him with more appear- 
ance of a juft caufe vanquiflied in fight, and deprived of 
his crown: whence retiring to Anna king of Eall- Angles, 
after three years abode in his court f he there became 
chriftian, and afterwards regained his kingdom. Ofwi 
in the former years of his reign had iharcr with him 
Ofwin, nephew of Edwin, who ruled in Deira (even 
years, commended much for his zeal in religion, and for 
comellnefs of perfon, with other princely qualities, be- 
Joved of all. Notwithftanding which, diilcnlions growing 
between them, it came to arms. Ofwin feeing himfelf 
much exceeded in numbers, thought it more prudence, 
difmiffing his army, to referve himfelf for ibme better 
occafion. But committing his perfon with one faithful 
attendant to the loyalty of Hunwald an carl, his imagin- 
ed friend, he was by him treacheroufly dilbovered, and 
by command of Ofwi flain. § After whom within 
twelve days, and for grief of him whofe death he fore- 
told, died bifliop Aidan, famous for his charity, mcek- 
nefs, and labour in the gofjKl. Tiic fad: of Ofwi was 
dcteftable to all ; which therefore to expiate, a monaf- 
leiy was built in the place where it was done, and pray- 
ers there daily offered up for the fouls of both kings, 
the flain and the flayer. Kcnwalk, by this time re-in- 
ilalled in his kingdom, kept it long, but with various 
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fortune; for Beda relates him ofttimes affliAed by hi» 
enemies*, with great lofles: and in fix hundred and 
fifty two, by the annals, fought a battle (civil war Ethel- 
, werd calls it) at Bradanford by the river Afene; againfl 
whom, and for what caufe, or who had the viftory, they 
write not. Camden names the place Bradford in Wilt- 
(hire, by the river Avon, and Cuthred his near kinfman, 
againft whom he fought, but cites no authority ; certain 
it is, that Kenwalk four years before had given large 
pofleffions to his nephew Cuthred, the more unlikely 
therefore now to have rebelled. 

f The next year Peada, whom his father Penda, though 
a heathen, had for his princely virtues made prince of 
Middle- Angles, belonging to the Mercians, was with that 
people converted to the faith. For coming to Ofwi 
with requeft to have in marriage Alfleda his daughter, 
he was denied her, but on condition that he with all 
his people (hould receive chriftianity. Hearing there- 
,fore not unwillingly what was preached to him of 
refurreftion and eternal life, much perfuaded alfo by 
Alfrid the king's fon, who had his fitter Kyniburg to 
wife, he eafily affented, for the truth's fake only as he 
profeffed, whether he obtained the virgin or no,- and was 
baptized with all his followers. Returning, he took with 
him four prcfbyters to teach the people of his province ; 
who by their daily preaching won many. Neither did 
Penda, though himfelf no believer, prohibit any in his 
kingdom to hear or believe the gofpel, but rather hated 
and defpifed thofe, who, profefling to. believe, attefted 
not their faith by good works; condemning them for 
miferable and juftly to be defpifed, who obey not that 
God, in whom they choofe to believe. How well might 
Penda, this heathen, rife up in judgment -againft many 
pretended chriftians, both of his own and thele days ! yet 
being a man bred up to war (as no lefs were others then 
reigning, and ofttimes one againft another, though both 
Chriftians) he warred on Anna king of the §Eaft- 
Angles, perhaps without caufe, for Anna was efteemcd 
a juft man, and at length flew him. About this time the 
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Eaft-Saxons, who, as above hath been faid, had expelled 
their bi(hop Mellitus, and renounced the faith, were by 
the means of Ofwi thus reconverted. Sigebert, furnamed 
the fmall, being the fon of Seward, without other me- 
mory of his reign, left his fon king of that province, 
after him Sigebert the fecond ; who coming often to 
vifit Ofwi his great friend, was by him at feveral times 
fervently diffuadcd from idolatrjs and convinced at 
length to forfake it, was there baptized ; on his return 
home taking with him Kedda a laborious preacher, af- 
terwards made bifliop ; by whofe teaching, with fome 
help of others, the people were again recovered from 
milbelief. But Sigebert fome years after, though (land- 
ing faft in religion, was by the confpiracy of two bre- 
thren, in place near about him, wickedly murdered; who 
being afked, " What moved them to a deed fo heinous/* 
gave no other than this barbarous anfwer; " That they 
were angry with him for being fo gentle to his enemies, 
as to forgive them their injuries whenever they befought 
him." Yet his death feems to have happened not with- 
out fome caufe by him given of divine difpleafure. For 
one of thofe earls who ilew him, living in unlawful wed- 
lock, and therefore excommunicated fo feverely by the 
bifliop, that no man might prefume to enter into his 
houfe, much lefs to (it at meat with him, the king not 
regarding this church-cenfurc, went to feaft with him at 
his invitation. Whom the bilhop meeting in his return, 
though penitent for what he had done, and fallen at his 
feet, touched with the rod in his hand, and angrily thus 
foretold : " Becaufc thou hail neglected to abftain from 
the houfe of that excommunicate, in that houfe thou 
(halt die; " and fo it fell out, perhaps from that prediftion, 
God bearing witnefs to his minifter in the power of 
church-difcipline, fpiritually executed, not juridically on 
the contemner thereof. This year * 655 proved fortu- 
nate to Ofwi, and fatal to Penda ; for Ofwi by the con- 
tinual inroads of Penda having long endured much dc- 
vadation, to the endangering once by a(rault and fire 
Bebbanburgf , his ftronged city, now Bamborrow-cadic, 
unable to rcfid him, with many rich prefents offered to 
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buy his peace, which not accepted by the pagan *, who 
intended nothing but deflruAion to that king, though 
more than once in affinity with him, turning gifts into 
vows, he implores divine affiftance, devoting, if he were 
delivered from his enemy, a child of one year old, his 
daughter, to be a nun, and twelve portions of land 
whereon to build monafteries. His vows, as may be 
thought, found better fuccefs than his proffered gifts ; 
for hereupon with his fon Alfrid, gathering a fmall power, 
he encountered and difcomfited the Mercians, thirty 
times exceeding his in number, and led on by expert 
captains f , at a place called Laydes, now Leeds in York- 
Ihirc. Befides this Ethelwald, the fon of Ofwald, who 
ruled in Deira, took part with the Mercians ; but in the 
fight withdrew his forces, and in a fafe place expedted 
the event : with which unfcafonable retreat the Mer- 
cians, perhaps terrified and mifdoubting more danger, 
fled ; their commanders, with Penda himfclf, moft being 
flain, among whom Edilhere the brother of Anna, who 
ruled after him the Eaft- Angles, and was the author of 
this war ; many more flying were drowned in the river, 
which Beda calls Winwed, then fwoln above its banks §. 
The death of Penda, who had been the death of fo many 
good kings, made general rejoicing, as the fong wit- 
nefled. At the river Winwed, Anna was avenged. To 
Edelhere fucceeded Ethelwald his brother, in the Eaft- 
Angles ; to Sigebert in the Elaft-Saxons, Suidhelm the 
fon of Sexbald, faith Bede ||, the brother of Sigebert, 
faith Malm{bury ; he was baptized by Kedda, then refi- 
ding in the Ealt-Angles, and by Ethelwald the king re- 
ceived out of the font. But Ofwi in the ftrength of his 
late viftory, within J three years after fubdued all Mer- 
cia, and of the Piftifh nation greateft part, at which time 
he gave to Peada his fon -in-law the kingdom of South- 
Mercia, divided from the Northern by Trent. But Peada 
the fpring following, as was faid, by the treafon of his 
wife the daughter of Ofwi, married by him for a fpecial 
chriftian, on the feaft of Eafter *♦, not protefted by the 
holy time, was flain. The Mercian nobles, Immin, Eaba, 
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and Eadbert, throwing off the government of Ofwi, fet 
up Wulfer the other ion of Penda to be their king, whom 
till then they had kept hid, and with him adhered to the 
chriftian faith. Kenwalk the Weft-Saxon, now fettled 
at home, and defirous to enlarge his dominion, prepares 
againft the Britons, joins battle with them at Pen ia 
Somerfe till ire, and overcoming, purfues them to Pcdri- 
dan. Another fight he had with them before, at a place 
called Witgeornefburg, barely mentioned by the monk 
of Malmfbury. Nor was it long ere he fell at variance 
with Wulfer the fon of Penda, his old enemy, Icarce yet 
warm in his throne, fought with him at Poflcntefburg, on 
the Eafter holydays*, and as Ethelwerd faith, took him 
prifoner ; but the Saxon annals, quite otherwife, that 
Wulfer winning the field, wafted the Weft-Saxon country 
as far as Kfkcfclun ; nor ftaying there, took and wafted 
the ifle of Wight, but caufing the inhabitants to be bap- 
tized, till then unbelievers, gave the ifland to Ethelwald 
king of South-Saxons, whom he had received out of the 
font. The year-f fix hundred and fixty four a fynod <rf* 
Scottilh and Englifh biftjops, in the pretence of OlWiand 
Alfred his fon, was held at a monaftery in thofe parts, to 
debate on what day Eafter fliould be kept^ a controverfy 
which long before had difturbed the Greek and Latin 
churches : wherein the Scots not agreeing with the way 
of Rome ; nor yielding to the difputants on that fide, to 
whom the king moft inclined, fuch as were bilhops here, 
rcfigned, and returned home with their difciples. An- 
other clerical cjueftion was theie alfo much controverted, 
not fo fuperftitious in my opinion as ridiculous, about 
the right (having of crowns. The fame year was i'ecn 
an eclipfe of the fun in May, followed by afore pcftilence 
beginning in the South §, but fpreading to the North, 
and over all Ireland with great mortality. In which time 
the Eaft-Saxons, after Swithelm's dcceale, being go- 
verned by Siger the fon of Sigebcrt the fmall, and Scbbi 
of Seward, though both fubjcdt to the Mercians ; Siger 
and his people unftcady of faith, fuppofing that this 
plague was come upon them for renouncing their old 
religion, fell ofl' the f^cond time to infidelity. Which 
• Foil Chrifi. 661. Sax. ann. t Pofl Chrifl. 664. Bed. § Malmf. 
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the Mercian king Wulfcr underftanding, fcnt Jarumkn- 
nus a faithful bifhop, who with other his fellow-labourers^ 
by found doftrine and gentle dealing, foon recured them 
of their fecond relapfe. In Kent, Ercombert expiring^ 
was fucceeded by his fon Ecbert. In whofe fourth 
year *, by means of Theodore, a learned Greekifh monk 
of Tarfus, whom pope Vitalian had ordained archbifhop 
of Canterbury, the Greek and Latin tongue, with other 
liberal arts, arithmetic, mufick, aftronomy, and the like, 
began firft to flouridi among the Saxons ; as did alfo the 
whole land, under potent and religious kings, more than 
ever before, as Bede affirms, till his own days. Two 
yean + after in Northumberland died Ofwi, much 
addifted to Romifh rites, and refolved, had his dif- 
eafe releafed him, to have ended his days at Rome. 
Ecfrid, the eldeft of his fons begot in wedlock, fucceeded 
him. After other J three years, Ecbert in Kent deceaf- 
ing, left nothing memorable behind him, but the general 
fu(picion to have flain or connived at the (laughter of 
his uncle*s two fons, Elbert and Egelbright, In recom- 
penfe whereof he gave to the § mother of them part of 
Tanet, wherein to build an abbey ; the kingdom fell to 
his brother Lx)thair. And much about this time by beft 
account it fliould be, however placed in Beda ||, that 
Ecfrid of Northumberland, having war with the Mer* 
cian Wulfer, won from him Lindfey, and the country 
thereabout, Sebbi having reigned over the £afl*Saxons 
thirty years, not long before his death, though long be- 
fore defiring, took on him the habit of a monk ; and 
drew his wife at length, though unwilling, to the fame 
devotion. Kenwalk alfo dying left the government to 
Scxburga his wife, who outlived him in it but one year, 
driven out, faith Mat. Weftm. by the nobles difdaining 
female government. ** After whom feveral petty kings, 
as Beda calls them, for ten years fpace divided the Weft- 
Saxons ; others name two, Efcwin the nephew of Kine- 
gils, and Kentwin the fon, not petty by their deeds f f : 
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for Efcwin fdught a battle with Wulfer*, at Bedan- 
hafde, and about a year after both deceafed ; but Wul- 
fer not without a ftain left behind him of felling the 
bi(hoprick of London to Wini ; the firft fimonill we 
read of in this ftory : Kenwalk had before expelled him 
from his chair at Winchefter. Ethclred, the brother of 
Wulfer, obtaining next the kingdom of Mercia, not 
only recovered Lindfey, and wliat befides in thofe parts 
Wulfer had loft to Ecfrid fome years before, but found 
himfelf'ftrong enough to extend his arms another way, 
as far as Kent, wafting that country without refpeft to 
church or monaftery -f , much alfo endamaging the 
city of Rochefter, notwithftanding what refiftance Lo* 
thair could make againft him. X 1" Auguft (ix hundred 
and feventy eight was feen a morning comet for three 
months followmg, in manner of a fiery pillar. And 
the South-Saxons about this time were converted to the 
chriftian faith, upon this occafion. Wilfrid bifhop of 
the Northumbrians entering into contention with Ecfrid 
the king, was by him deprived of liis bidioprick, and 
long wandering up and down as far as Rome §, re- 
turned at length into England ; but not daring to ap- 
proach the north, whence he was banilhcd, bethought 
him where he might to beft purpofe elfewhere exercifc 
his niiniftry. The fbuth of all other Saxons remained 
yet heathen ; but Ediwalk their king not long before 
had been baptized in Mercia, perfuaded by Wulfer, and 
by him, as hath been laid received out of the font. 
I For which relation's fake he had the Ifle of Wight, 
and a province of the Meannari adjoining given him on 
the continent about Meanefborow in Hantfhire, which 
Wulfer had a little before gotten from Kenwalk. Thi- 
ther Wilfiid takes his journey, and with the help of 
other fpiritual labourers about him, in (hort time plant- 
ed there the gofpel. It had not rained, as is faid, of 
three years before in that countrjs whence many of the 
people daily perifhed by famine ; till on the firft day of 
their public baptifm, foft and plentiful fhowers defcend- 
ing reftorcd all abundance to the fummer following. 
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* Two years after this, Kentwin the other Weft-Saxon 
king above named, chaced the Welfti Britons, as is chro- 
nicled without circumftance, to the very feafliore. But 
in the year, by Beda's reckoning, fix hundred and 
eighty three f , Kedvalla a Weft-Saxon of the royal line, 
(whom the Wel(h will have to be Cadwallader, laft king 
of the Britons) thrown out by faftion, returned from 
banifliment, and invaded both Kentwin, if then living, 
or whoever elfe had divided the fucceffion of Kenwalk, 
flaying in fight Edelwalk the South-Saxon, who op- 
pofed him in their aid | ; but foon after was repulfed by 
two of his captains, Bertune and Andune, who for a 
while held the province in their power. § But Ked- 
walla gathering new force, with the flaughter of Ber- 
tune, and alfo of Edric the fucceflTor of Edelwalk, won 
the kingdom ; but reduced the people to heavy thral- 
dom. II Then addrefling to conquer the Ifle of Wight, 
till* that time pagan, faith Beda, {others otherwife, as 
above hath been related) made a vow, though himfelf 
yet.unbaptized, to devote the fouth part of that ifland, 
and the fpoils thereof to holy ufes. Conqueft obtained, 
paying his vow as then was the belief, he gave his 
fourth to bi(hop Wilfrid, by chance there prefent ; and 
be to Bertwin a prieft, his fifter's fon, with commiflion 
to baptize all the vanquilhed, who meant to fave their 
lives. But the two young fons of Arwald, king of that 
ifland, met with much more hoftility : for they, at the 
enemy's approach flying out of the ifle, and betrayed 
where they were hid not far from thence, were led to 
Kedwaller, who lay then under cure of fome wounds 
received, and by his appointment, after inftruftion and 
baptifm firft given them, harftily put to death, which 
the youths are faid above their age to have chriftianl]^ 
fuffered. In Kent Lothair died tliis year of his wounds 
received in the fight againft the South-Saxons, led on 
by Edric, who defccnding from Ermenred, it k^kns 
challenged the crown, and wore it, though not com- 
mendably, one year and a half : but coming to a violent 
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death *, left the land expofed a prey either to homebred 
ufurpers, or neighbouring invaders. Among whom 
Kedwalla, taking advantage from their civil diitempers, 
and marching eafily through the South- Saxons, whom 
he had fubdued, forely harafled the country, untouch- 
ed of a long time by any hoftile incurfion. But the 
Kentilh men, all parties uniting againft a commoa' 
enemy, with joint power fo oppoled him, that he was 
conftrained to retire back ; his brother Mollo in the 
flight, with twelve men in his company, feeking flielter 
in a houle was befet, and therein burnt by the purfuers f : 
Kedwalla much troubled at (b great a lo(s, recalling and 
foon rallying his difordered forces, returned fiercely 
vpon the chafing enemy J ; nor could he be got out of 
the province, till both by fire and fword he had avenged 
the death of his brother. § At length Viftred, the Ion 
of Ecbcrt, attaining the kingdom, both fettled at home 
all things in peace, and fecured his borders from all 
outward hoftility. || While thus Kedwalla difquieted 
both Weft and Eaft, after his winning the crown, Ecfrid 
the Northumbrian, and Ethelred the Mercian, fought a 
fore battle by the river Trent ; wherein Elfwin brother 
to Ecfrid, a youth of eighteen years, much beloved, was 
flain ; and the accident likely to occafion much more 
(hedding of blood, peace was happily made up by the 
grave exhortation of archbifliop Theodore, a pecuniary 
fine only paid to Ecfrid, as fome fatisfadlion for the lo(s 
of his brother's life. Another adverfity befel Ecfrid in 
his family, by means of Ethildrith his wife, king Anna's 
daughter, who having taken him for her huft)and, and 
profefling to love him above all other men, perfifted 
twelve years in the obftinatc refufal of his bed, thereby 
thinking to live the purer life. So perverfely then was 
chaftity inftrufted againft the apoftle's rule. At length 
obtaining of him with much importunity her departure, 
(he veiled herfelf a nun, then made abbefs of Ely, died 
fcvcn years after of the peftilcnce ; and might with bet- 
ter warrant have kept faithfully her undertaken wed- 
lock, though now canonized St. Audrey of Ely. In 
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the mean while Ecfrid had fent Bertus with a power to 
fubdue Ireland 9 a harmlefs nation, faith Beda, and ever 
friendly to the Englifti ; in both which they feem to 
have left a pofterity much unlike them at this day; 
miierably wafted, without regard had to places hallowed 
or profane -, they betook themfelves partly to their wea- 
pons, partly to implore divine aid ; and, as was though t^ 
obtained it in their full avengenient upon Ecfrid. For 
he the next year, againft the mind and perfuafion of his 
iageft friends, and efpecially of Cudbert a famous bifhop 
of* that age, marching unadvifedly againft the Pifts, who 
long before had been fubjedt to Northumberland, was 
by them feigning flight, drawn unawares into narrow 
ftraits, overtopped with hills, and cut off with moft of 
his army. From which time, faith Bede, military valour 
began among the Saxons to decay, not only the Pidts, 
till then peaceable, but feme part of the Britons alfo re- 
covered by arms their liberty for many years after. Yet 
Alfrid elder, but bafe brother to Ecfrid, a man faid to 
be learned in the fcriptures, recalled from Ireland, to 
which place in his brother's reign he had retired, and 
now lucceeding, upheld with much honour, though in 
narrower bounds, the refidue of his kingdom, Ked- 
walla having now with great difturbance of his neigh- 
bours reigned over the Weft- Saxons two years, befides 
what time he fpcnt in gaining it, wearied perhaps with 
his own turbulence, went to Rome, defirous there to 
receive baptifm^ which till then his worldly affairs had 
deferred ; and accordingly, on Eafter day, fix hundred 
and eighty nine *, he was baptized by Sergius the pope, 
and his name changed to Peter. All which notwith- 
ftanding, furprifed with a difeafe, he outlived not the 
ceremony fo far fought much above the fpace of five 
weeks, in the thirtieth year of his age, and in the church 
of St. Peter was there buried, with a large epitaph upon 
his tomb. Him fucceeded Ina of the royal family, and 
from the time of his coming in for many years opprefled 
the land with like grievances, as Kedwalla had done be- 
fore him, infomuch that in thofe times there was no 
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bilhop amon^ them. His firft expedition was into Kent, 
to demand latisfadion for the burning of MoDo : Vic* 
tred, loth to hazard all for the ra(h ad: of a few, deli- 
vared up thirty of thofe that could be found acceffory, 
or as others (ay, pacified Ina with a great fum of money. 
* Mean-while, at the incitement ot Ecbert, a devout 
monk, Wilbrod, a pried eminent for learning, pafTed 
over fea, having twelve others in company, with intent 
to preach the gofpel in Germany, f And coming to 
Pepin chief regent of the Franks, whoa little before had 
conquered the hither Frifia, by his countenance and 
protedion, promife alfo of many benefits to them who 
Ihould believe, they found the work of converfion much 
the eafier, and Wilbrod the firft billiopric in that na- 
tion. But two priefts, each of them Hewald by name, 
and for diftindtion furnamed from the colour of their 
hair, the black and the white, by his example pioully 
aflfefted to the fouls of their countrymen the Old Saxons, 
at their coming thither to convert them met with much 
worfe entertainment. For in the houfe of a farmer, 
who bad promifed to convey th.^m, as they defired, to 
the governour of that country, difcovered by their 
daily ceremonies to be chriftian priefts, and the caufe of 
their coming fufpefted, they were by him and his hea- 
then neighbours cruelly butchered ; yet not unavenged, 
for the governour enraged at fuch violence offered to his 
flrangers, fending armed men flew all thofe inhabitants, 
and burnt their village. J After three years in Mercia, 
Oftrid the queen, wife to Ethelred, was killed by her 
own nobles, as Beda's epitome records ; Florence calls 
them Southimbrians, negligently omitting the caufe of fo 
ftrange a fadb. § And the year followmg, Bethred a 
Northumbrian general was (lain by the Pids. || Ethel- 
red, (even years after the violent death of his queen, 
put on the monk, and refigned his kingdom to Kenred 
the fon of Wulfer his brother. % The next year Alfrid 
in Northumberland died, leaving Ofred a child of eight 
years to fuccee4 him. ** Four years after which, Ken- 
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red, having a while with praife governed the Mercian 
kingdom, went to Rome in the time of po{De Conflan* 
tine, and fhorn a monk fpent there the refidue of his days. 
Kelrcd fucceeded him, the fon of Ethelred, who had 
reigned the next before. With Kenred went Offa the 
fon of Siger, king of the Eaft-Saxons, and betook him 
to the fame habit, leaving his wife and native country ; 
A comely perfon m the prime of his youth, much defired 
t)f the people ; and fuch his virtue by report, as might 
have otherwife been worthy to have reigned. * Ina 
the Weft-Saxon one year after fought a battle, at firft 
doubtful, at laft fuccefsful, againft Gerent king of Wales, 
f The next year Bertfrid, another Northumbrian cap- 
tain, fought with the Pifts, and flaughtered them, (aith 
Huntingdon, to the full avengcment of Ecfrid's death. 
J The tburth year after, Ina had another doubtful and 
cruel battle at Woodncfburgh in Wiltihire, with Kenred 
the Mercian, who died the year following a lamentable 
death § : for as he fat one day feafting with his nobles, 
lliddcnly pofleffcd with an evil fpirit, he expired in 
defpair, as Boniface archbilhop of Mentz, an Englifh- 
man, who taxes him for a defiler of nuns, writes by 
way of caution to Ethclbald his next of kin, who fuc- 
ceeded him. Ofred alfo a young Northumbrian king, 
ilain b} his kindred in the eleventh of his reign for his 
vicious life • and inccft committed with nuns, was bv 
Kenred fucceeded and avenged; he reigning two years 
left Oiiic in his room.. || In whofe leventh year, if 
Beda calculate right, Vidlred king of Kent deceafed, hav- 
ing reignetl thirty four years, and fome part of them 
with Sucbbard, as Beda** teftifies. He left behind him 
three {ons, Ethelbert, Eadbert, and Alric his heirs. 
f I Three years after which appeared two comets about 
the fun, terrible to behold, the one before him in the 
morning, the other after him in the evening, for the 
fpace of two weeks in Januarys bending their blaze to- 
ward the north; at which time the Saracens furioufly 
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invaded France, but were expelled loon after with great 
overthrow. The fame year in Northumberland, Ofric,. 
dying or (lain, adopted Kelwulf the brother of Kcnred 
his fucceflbr, to whom Beda dedicates his ftory ^ ; but 
writes this only of him, that the beginning and the pro- 
cefs of his reign met with , many adverfe commotions, 
whereof the event was then doubtfully expeded. Mean- 
while Ina, fcven years before having flain Kenwulf, to 
whom Florent gives the addition of CHto, given ufually 
to none but of the blood royal, and the fourdi year after 
overthrown and flain Albright another Clito, driven 
from Taunton to the South-Saxons for aid, vanquiflied 
alfo the Eaft-Angles in more than one battle, as Malmfljury 
writes, but not the year; whether to expiate fo much 
blood, or infefted with the contagious humour of thofe 
times, Malmfbury faith, at the perfuafion of Ethelburga 
his wife, went to Rome, and there ended his days ; yet 
this praife left behind him, to have made good laws, the 
firll of Saxon that remain extant to this dav, and to his 
kmfman Edelard bequeathed the crown, no Ids than the 
whole monarchy of England and Wales. For Ina, if we 
believe a digreflion in the laws of Edward confeflbr, was 
the firft king crowned of Englifli and Britifti, fince the 
Saxons entrance; of the BritiQi by means of his fccond 
wife, fome way related to Cadwallader laft king of Wales, 
which 1 had not noted, being unlikely, but for the place 
where I found it. f After Ina, by a furer author, Ethel- 
bald king of Mercia commanded all the provinces on this 
fide Humber, with their kings : the Pifts were in league 
with the Englilh, die Scots peaceable within their bounds, 
and of the Britons part were in their own government, 
part fubjeft to the Englilh. In which peaceful ftate of 
the land, many in Northumberland, both nobles and 
commons, laying afide the exercifc of arms, betook them 
to the cloifter: and not content fo to do at home, many 
in the days of Ina, clerks and laics, men and women, 
hailing to Rome in herds, thought themfclves no where 
lure of eternal life till they were cloiftered there. Thus 
rcprcfenting the ftate of things in this ifland, Beda fur- 
ccalcd to write. Out of whom chiefly has been gathered, 
• Bed. 1. 5. c 24, t Bcdc. Poll Chriil- 731. 

L a flncc 



148 7X<? Hiftory of England. Book IV. 

fince the Saxons arrival, fuch as hath been delivered, 
a fcattered ftory picked out here and there, with fomc 
trouble and tedious work, from among his many 
legends of vifions and miracles; toward the latter 
end fo bare of civil matters, as what can be thence 
collefted may feem a calendar rather tlian a hiftory, 
taken up for the moft part with fucceflion of kings, and 
computation of years, yet thofe hard to be reconciled 
with the Saxon annals. Their a^ftions we read of were 
moft commonly wars, but for what caufe waged, or by 
what councils carried on, no care was had to let us 
know; whereby their ftrength and violence we under- 
ftand, of their wifdom, reafpn, or juftice, little or nothing, 
the reft fuperftition and monaftical ,affe6tation ; kings 
one after another leaving their kingly charge, to run 
their heads fondly into a monk's cowl: which leaves us 
uncertain whether Beda was wantmg to his matter, or 
his matter to him. Yet from hence to the Danilh inva- 
fion it will be worfe with us, deftitute of Beda. Left 
only to obfcure and blockith chronicles ; whom Malmf- 
bury, and Huntingdon (for neither they nor we had 
better authors of thofe times) ambitious to adorn the 
hiftory, make no fcruple ofttimes, I doubt, to interline 
with conjeftures and furmifes of their own; them rather 
than intimate, I ftiall choofe to reprefent the truth naked, 
though as lean as a plain journal. Yet William of Malmf- 
bury muft be acknowledged, both for ftyle and judg- 
ment, to be by far the belt writer of them all: but what 
labour is to be endured turning over volumes of rubbifli 
in the reft, Florence of Worcefter, Huntingdon, Simeon 
of Durham, Hovcden, Matthew of Weftminfter, and 
many others of obfcurer note, with all their monachifms, 
is a penance to think. Yet thefe are our only regifters, 
tranfcribers one after another for the moft part, and 
fomctimes worthy enough for the things they regifter. 
This travail, rather than not know at once what may be 
known of our ancient ftory, fifted from fables and im- 
pertinences, I voluntarily undergo ; and to fave others, 
if they pleafc, the like unpleafing labour ; except thofe 
who take pleaiure to be all their lifetime raking the 
foundations of old abbeys and cathedrals. But to my 
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taik now as it befalls. * In the year feven hundred and 
thirty three, on the eighteenth kalends of September, 
was an eclipfe of the fun about the third hour of day, 
obfcuring almofl: his whole orb as with a black (hield. 
t Ethelbald of Mercia befieged and took the caftle or 
town of Somerton: §and two years after Bedaour his- 
torian died, fome fay the year before. || Kelwulf in 
Northumberland three years after became monk in Lin- 
disfarne, yet none of the fcvereft, for he brought thofc 
monks from milk and water to wine and ale; in which 
doctrine no doubt but tiiey were foon docile, and well 
might, for Kelwulf brought with him good provifion, 
great treafure and revenues of land, recited by Simeon, 
yet all under pretence of following (I ufe the author's 
words) poor Chrift, by voluntary poverty ; no marvel 
then if luch applaufe were given by monkifti writers to 
kings turning monks, and much cunning perhaps ufed to 
allure th«m. To Eadbert his uncle's Ion, he left the 
kingdom, whofe brother Ecbcrt, archbiQiop of York, 
built a library there. J But two years after, while Ead- 
bert was bufied in war againft the Pifts, Ethelbald the 
Mercian, by foul fraud, aflaul ted part of Northumber- 
land in his abfence, as the fupplement to Beda,'s epitome 
records. In the Weft-Saxons, Edelard, who fucceeded 
Ina, having been much molefted in the beginning of his 
reign, with the rebellion of Ofwald his kinfman, who 
contended with him for the right of fucceffion, over- 
coming at laft tho(e troubles, died in peace feven hun- 
dred and forty one **, leaving Cuthred one of the fame 
lineage to fucceed him ; who at firft had much war with 
Ethelbald the Mercian, and various fuccefs, but joining 
with him in league two years after ff, made war on the 
Welfli ; Huntingdon doubts not to give them a great 
viftory. §§ And Simeon reports another battle fought 
between Britons and Pifts the year enfuing. Now was 
the kingdom of Eaft-Saxons drawing to a period, for 
Sigeard and Senfred the fons of Sebbi having reigned a 
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while, and after them young Offa, who foon quitted his 
kingdom to goto Rome with Kenred, as hath been faid, 
the government was conferred on Selred fon of Sigebcrt 
the Good, who having ruled thirty eight years •, came 
to a violent death ; how or wherefore, is not fet down. 
After whom Swithred was the laft king, driven out by 
Ecbert the Weft-Saxon: but London, with countries ad- 
jacent, obeyed the Mercians till they alfo were diflblved. 
t Cuthred had now reigned about nine years, when 
Kinric his fon, a valiant young prince, was in a military 
tumult flain by his own fold iers. The fame year Ead- 
bert dying in Kent, his brother Edilbert reigned in his 
flead. § But after two years, the other Eadbert in 
Northumberland, whofe war with the Pifts hath been 
above mentioned, made now fuch progrefs there, as to 
fubdue Kyle, fo faith the audtarie of Bedc, and other 
countries thereabout, to his dominion; while Cuthred 
the Weft-Saxon had a fight with Eihelhun, dne of his 
nobles, a ftout warrior, envied by him in lome matter of 
the commonwealth ||, as far as by the Latin of Ethelwcrd 
can be underftood (others interpret it lediiion) and with 
much ado overcoming, took Ethelhun for his valour 
into favoyr, by whom faithfully fcrved in the twelfth or 
thirteenth of his reign, he encountered in a let battle 
with Ethelbald the Mercian at Becrford, now Burford 
in Oxfordfhire, t one year after againft the Welfli, 
which was the laft but one of his life. Huntingdon, as 
his manner is to comment upon the annal text, makes a, 
terrible defcription of that fight between Cuthred and 
Ethelbald, and theprowefs of Ethelhun, at Bcorford, but 
fo affeftedly, and therefore lufpicioufly, that I hold it 
not worth rehearfal ; and both in that and the latter con- 
flift gives viftory to Cuthred ; after whom Sigebert **, 
uncertain by what right, his kinfman laith Florent, ftep- 
ped into the throne, whom, hated for his cruelty and 
other evil doings, Kinwulf, joining with moft of the no- 
bility, difpoiTdled of all but Hamlhire; that province be 
loft alfo within a year |f , together w^ith the love of all 
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thofe who till then remained his adherents, by flaying 
Cumbran, one of his chief captains, who for a long time 
had faithfully ferved, and now dilTuaded. him from in- 
cenflng the people by fuch tyrannical pradices, * Thence 
£ying for fafety into Andrew's wood, forfaken of 4II, 
he was at length flain by the fwineherd of Cumbran in 
revenge of his mafter, and Kinwulf, who had undoubted 
right to the crown, joyfully faluted king, -f The next 
year Eadbert the Northumbrian, joining forces with 
Unuft king of the Pifts, as Simeon writes, befiegcd and 
took by furrender the city of Alcluith, now Dunbritton 
in Lennox, from the Britons of Cumberland ^ and ten 
days after §, the whole army periQicd about Niwan- 
birig, but to tell us how, he forgets. In Mercia, Ethel* 
bald was flain at a place called Secandiine, now Seeking- 
ton in Warwickfliire, the year following ||, in a bloody 
fight againft Cuthred, as Huntingdon furmifes, but Cii* 
thred was dead two or three years before; others write 
him murdered in the night by his own guard, and the 
treafon, as fome fay, of Beornred, who iucceeded him ; 
but ere many months, was defeated and flain by OfFa. 
Yet Ethelbald fcems not without caufc, after a long and 
profperous reign, to have fallen by a violent death 3 noX 
(haming, on the vain confidence of his many alms, 
to commit uncleannefe with confecrated nuns, befides 
laic adulteries, as the archbiO^op of Mentz in. a letter 
taxes him and his predeceflbr, and that by his example 
moft of his peers did the like ; which adulterous doings 
he foretold him were likely to produce a flothful off- 
fpring, good for nothing but to be the ruin of that 
kingdom, as it fell out not long after.* X ^^e next year 
Ofmund, according to Florence, ruling the South-Sax- 
ons, and Swithred the Eaft, Eadbert in Northumber- 
land, following the (leps of his predeceflbr, got him into 
a monk's hood ; the more to be wondered, that having 
reigned worthily twenty one years**, with the love 
and high eflimation of all, both at home and 
abroad, llill able to govern, and much entreated by 
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the kings 61s neighbours, not to lay down his chaise ; 
with offer on that condition to yield up to him 
part of their own dominion, he could not be moved 
from his rcfolution, but relinquilhed his regal ofEce to 
Ofwulf his fon ; who at the year's end *, though with- 
out juft caufe, was llain by his own fcrvants. And the 
year after died ^thelbert, fon of Viftred, the fecond of 
that name in Kent. After Ofwulf, Ethelwald, other- 
wife called Mollo, was fet up king; who in his third 
year-f had a great battle at Eldune, by Melros, flew Of- 
win a great lord, rebelling, and gained the viftory. But 
the third year after J fell by the treachery of Alcred, 
who aflumed his place. § The fourth year after which, 
Catarafta an ancient and fair city in Yorkfhirc, was 
burnt by Arned a certain tyrant, who the fame year 
came to like end. || And after five years more, Alcred 
the king, depofed and forfaken by all his people, fled 
with a tew, firft to Bebba, a flrong city of thofe p?rts,^ 
thence to Kinot, king of the Pidls. Ethelred, the fon of 
Mollo, was crowned in his ftead. Mean-while OfFa the 
Mercian, growing powerful, had fubdued a neighbour- 
ing people by Simeon, called Haftings ; and fought fuccefs- 
fuUy this year with Alric kine of Kent, at a place called . 
Occanford : the annals alfo fpeak of wondrous ferpents 
then feen in Suflcx. Nor had Kinwulf the Weft-Saxon 
given fmall proof of his valour in feveral battles againft 
the Welfh heretofore ; but this year feven hundred and 
feventy five**, meeting with OfFa, at a place called Be* 
fington, was put to the ,worfe, and OfFa won the towi^ 
for which they contended, ft ^^ Northumberland, 
Ethelred having caufed three of his nobles, Aldulf, Kin- 
wulf, and Ecca, treacheroufly to be flain by two other 
peers, was himfelf the next year driven into banifhment, 
jElfwald the fon of Ofwulf fucceeding in his place, yet 
not without civil broils -, for in his fecond year Xt ^^ 
bald and Athelheard, two noblemen, raifing forces 
againft him, routed Bearne his general, and purfuing, 
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burnt him at a place called Seletune. I am fennble how 
wearifome it may likely be, to read of fo many bare and 
reafbnlefs aftions, fo many names of kings one after an- 
other, a&ing little more than mute perfons in a fcene: 
what would it be to have inferted the long bead-roll of 
archbiihops, bifhops, abbots, abbelTes, and their doings, 
neither to religion profitable, nor to morality, fwelliiig 
my authors each to a voluminous body, by me ftudi- 
oufly omitted ; and left as their propriety, who have a 
mind to write the ecclefiaftical matters of thofe ages ? 
Neither do I care to wrinkle the fmoothnefs of hiflorjr 
with rugged names of places unknown, better harped 
at in Camden, and other chorographers. * Six years 
therefore palTed over in filence, as wholly of fuch argu- 
ment, bring us to relate next the uniortunate end of 
Kinwulf the Weft-Saxon ; who having laudably reigned 
about thirty one years, yet fulpefting that Kineard, bro- 
ther of Sigebert the former king, intended to ufurp the 
crown after his deceafe, or revenge his brother's expul- 
fion, had commanded him into banidiment-f' : but he 
lurking here and there on the borders with a fmall com- 
pany, having had intelligence that Kinwulf was in the 
country thereabout, at Merantun, or Merton in Surrey, 
at the houfe of a woman whom he loved, went by night 
and bcfet the place, Kinwulf, over confident cither of 
his royal prefence, or perfonal valour, iffuing forth with 
a few about him, runs fiercely at Kineard, and wounds 
him fore j but by his followers hemmed in, is killed 
among them. The report of fo great an accident foon 
running to a place not far off, where many more attend- 
ants awaited the king's return, Ofric and Wifert, two 
carls, hafted with a great number to the houfe, where 
Kineard and his fellows yet remained. He feeing him- 
felf furrounded, with fair words and promifes of great 
gifts attempted to appeafe them; but thofe rejefted 
with difdain, fights it out to the lad, and is ilain with all 
but one or two of his retinue, which were nigh a hun- 
dred. Kinwulf was fucceeded by Birthric, being both 
(lefcended of Kerdic the founder of that kingdom. 
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* Not better was the end of Elfwald in Northumber- 
land, two years after flain miferably bv the confpiracy 
of Siggan, one of his nobles, others fay of the whole 
people at Scilcefter by the Roman wall ; yet undefervi- 
edly, as his fepulchre at Haguftald, now Hexam upon 
Tine, and fome miracles their faid to be done f , are 4I. 
leged to witnefs, and Siggan five years after laid violent 
hands on himfelf. J Olred fon of Alcred advanced into 
the room of Elfwald, and within one year driven out, 
left his feat vacant to Ethelred fon of Mollo, who after 
• ten years of baniftiment § (imprifonment, faith Alculn) 
had the fceptre put again into his hand. The third year 
of Birthric king of Weft-Saxons, gave beginning from 
abroad to a new and fatal revolution of calamity on 
this land. For three Danilh Ihips, the firft that had 
been feen here of that nation, arriving in the weft ; to 
vifitthefe, as was fuppofed, foreign merchants, the king's 
gatherer of cuftoms taking horfe from Dorchefter, found 
them fpies and enemies. For being commanded to 
come and give account of their lading at the king's cuf- 
tom houfe, they flew him, and all that came with him ; 
as an earneft of the many flaughters, rapines, and hofti- 
lities, which they returned not long after to commit 
over all the ifland. || Of this Danilh firft arrival, and 
on a fuddcn worfe than hoftile aggrefTion, the Dahifli 
'hiftory far otherwifc relates, as if their landing had been 
at the mouth of Humber, and their fpoilful march far 
into the countrjs though foon repelled by the inhabi- 
tants, they hafted back as faft to their Ihips : but fron:i 
^hat caufe, what reafon of flate, what authority or pub- 
lic council the invafion proceeded, makes not mention, 
and our wonder yet the more, by telling us that SigCr 
frid then king in Denmark, and long after, was a man 
ftudious more of peace and quiet than of warlike mat- 
ters. ** Thefe therefore feem rather to have been fome 
wanderers at lea, who with public commifiion, or with- 
out, through love of fpoi!, or hatred of chriftianity, 
feeking booties on any land of chriftians, came by chance 
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or weather on this (here. *The next year Ofred in 
Northumberland, who driven out by his nobles had 
given place to Ethelred, was taken, and forcibly (haven 
a monk at York, f And the year after, Oelf, and Oelf- 
win, fons of Elfwald, formerly king, were drawn by 
fair promifes from the principal church of York, and 
after by command of Ethelred cruelly put to death at 
Wonwaldremere J, a village by the great pool in Lanca- 
Ihire, now called VVinandermere. § Nor was the third 
year lefs bloody 5 for Ofred, who, not liking. a fliaven 
crown, had dcfired banilhment and obtained it, return- « 
ing from the Ifle of Man with fmall forces, at the fecret 
but deceitful call qf certain nobles, who by oath had 
promifed to affift him, were alfo taken, and by Ethel- 
red dealt with in the fame manner : who, the better to 
avouch his cruelties, thereupon married Elflcd the daugh- 
ter of Offa ; for in Offa was found as little faith or 
mercy. He the fame year, having drawn to his palace 
Ethelbrite king of'Eail-Angles, with fair invitations to 
narrj' his daughter, caufed him to be there inhofpitably 
beheaded, and his kingdom wrongfully feized, by the 
wicked counfel of his wife, faith Mat. Weftm. annexing 
thereto a long unlikely talc. For which violence and 
bloodihed to make atonement, with friars at lead, he 
beftows the relics of St. Alban in a fhrine of pearl and 
gold. II Far wonc it fared the next year with the re- 
lics in Lindisfarne ; where the Danes landing pillaged 
that monaftery ; and of friars killed feme, carried away 
others captive, fparing ncitlVcr pried nor lay. which 
many ftrange thunders and fiery dragons, with other 
imprcflions in the air fccn frequently before, were judged 
to forefignify. This year Alric third fon of Vidred 
ended in Kent his long reign of thirty four years ; with 
bim ended the race of Ilengift: thenceforth whomfo- 
cver wealth or faftion advanced took on him the name 
and ftate of a king. The Saxon annals of feven hun- 
dred and eighty four name Ealmund then reigning in 
Kent ; but that confifts not with the time of Alric, and I 
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find him no where elfe mentioned. The year following • 
was remarkable for the death of Offa the Mercian, a ftre- 
nuous and fubtile king ; he had much intcrcourfe with 
Charles the Great, at firft enmity, to the interdifting of 
commerce on either fide, at length much amity and firm 
league, as appears by the letter of Charles himfelf yet 
extant, procured by Alcuin a learned and prudent man> 
though a monk, whom the kings of Elng^d in thofe 
days had fent orator into France, to maintain good cor- 
refpondence between them and Charles the Great. He 
•granted, faith Huntingdon, a perpetual tribute to the 
pope out of every houfc in his kingdom ft for yielding 
perhaps to tranflate the primacy of Canterbury to Litch- 
field in his own dominion. He drew a trench of won- 
derous length between Mercia and the Britifli confines 
from fea to fea. Ecferth the fon of Offa, a prince of 
great hope, who alfo had been crowned nine years be- 
fore his father's dcceafe, reftoring to the church what his 
father had feizcd on, yet within four months by a fick- 
Jiefs ended his reign ; and to Kenulf, next in the right 
of the fame progeny, bequeathed his kingdom. Mean- 
while the Danith pirates, who ftill wafted Northumber- 
land, venturing on (liore to fpoil another monaftery at 
the mouth of the river Don, were aflailed by the Eng- 
lifli,. their chief captain flain on the place ; then return- 
ing to fea, were moft of them fhipwrecked ; others driven 
again on (hore, were put all to the fword, Simeon at-* 
tributes this their punifliment to the power of St. Cud- 
bert, offended with them for the rifling his convent. 
J Two years after this died Ethelred, twice king, but not 
exempted at laft from the fate of many of his predeceffors, 
miferably flain by his people, fome fay defervedly, as not 
inconfcious with them who trained Ofred to his ruin. 
Oftjald a nobleman exalted to the throne, and, in lefs 
than a month, defcrted and expelled, was forced to fly 
from Lindisfarne by fea to the Pidlifli king, and died an 
abbot. Eadhulf, whom Ethelred fix years before had 
commanded to be put to death at Rippon, before th^ 
abbey-gate, dead as was fuppofed, and with folemn dirge 
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carried into the church, after midnight found there alive, 
I Fcad not how, then banilhed, now recalled, was in 
York created king. In Kent Ethelbert or Pren, whom 
the annals call Eadbright (fo different they often are one 
from another, both in timing and in naming) by fomc 
means having ufurped regal power, after two years reign 
contending with Renulf the Mercian, was by him taken 
prifoncr, and foon after out of pious commiferation let 
go : but not received of his own, what became of him 
Malmfbury leaves in doubt, Simeon writes, that Kenulf 
commanded to put out his eyes, and lop off' his hands ; 
but whether the fentence were executed or not, is left as 
much in doubt by his want of expreffion. The fecond 
year after this, they in Northumberland, who had con* 
ipired againft Ethelred *, now alfo raifing war againft 
Eardulf, under Wada their chief captain, after much 
havoc on either fide at Langho, by Whaley in Lancafliire, 
the confpirators at laft fleeing, Eardulf returned with 
victory. The fame year London, with a great multitude 
of her inhabitants, by a fudden fire was confumed. The 
year eight hundred f made way for great alteration in 
England, uniting her feven kingdoms into one, by Ec- 
bert the famous Weft-Saxon ; him Birthrick dying child- 
lefs left next to reign, the only lurvivor of that lineage, 
defcended from Inegild the brother of king Ina. % And 
according to his birth liberally bred, he began early from 
his youth to give fignal hopes of more than ordinary 
\vorth growing up in him ; which Birthric fearing, and 
withal his jufter title to the crown, fecretly fought his 
Jife, and Ecbert perceiving, fled to Offa, the Mercian : 
but he having married EaJburgh his daughter to Birth- 
ric, eafily gave ear to his embaH-id'>rs coming to require 
Ecbert : § he, again put to his fli^T , efcapecj thence into 
France ; but after three years banilhment there, which 
perhaps contributed much to his education, Charles the 
Great then reigning, he was called over by the public voice 
(for Birthric was newly dead) and with general applaufe 
created king of Weft-Saxons. The fame day Ethelmund 
at Kinnersford paffing over with the Worcefterfliirc men, 
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was met by Weolftan anotl\er nobleman with thofe of 
Wiltlhirc, between whom happened a great fray, wherein 
the Wilt(hire men overcame, but both dukes were flain> 
no reafon of their quarrel written ; fuch bickerings tQ 
recount, met often in thefe our writers, what more 
worth is ft than to chronicle the wars of kites or crows, 
flocking and fighting in the air ? * The year following, 
Eardulf the Northumbrian leading forth an army againft 
Kcnwulf the Mercuin for harbouring certain of his ene- 
mies, by the diligent mediation of other princes and pre- 
ktes, arms were laid afide, and amity foon fworn between 
them, t B^^ Eadburga, the wife of Birthric, a woman 
every way wicked, in malice efpecially cruel, could not 
pr cared not loappeafe the general hatred juftly conceiv- 
ed againft her ; accuftomed in her hufband's day, to ac- 
cufe any whom (he fpighted % \ and not prevailing to his 
ruin, her praftice was by poilbn fecretly to contrive his 
death. It fortuned, that the king her hufband, lighting 
on a cup which flie had tempered, not for him, but for 
one of his great favourites, whom (lie could not harm by 
acculing, lipped thereof only, and in a while after, ftill 
pining away, ended his days; the favourite, drinking 
deeper, lound fpeedier the operation. She, fearing to be 
qucltioned for thefe fafts, with what trcafure ihe had 
palfed over fea to Charles the Great, whom, with rich 
gifts coming to his prefence, the emperor courtly received 
with this pleafant propofal : " Choofe, Eadburga, which 
of us two thou wilt, me or my fon," (for his Ion ftood 
by him) " to be thy huftand." She, no di(rembler of 
what (he liked bcft, made eafy anfwer : " Were it in my 
• choice, I (hould choofe of the two your fon rather, as the 
younger man." To whoru the emperor, between jcft 
and earneft, '' Hadft thou chofen me, I had beftowed on 
thee my fon; but fmce thou haft choicn him, thou Ihalt 
have neither him nor me." Neverthclefs h*? aflfigned her 
a rich monaftery to dwell in as abbefs; for that life it 
may feem (he chofe next to profcfs : but being a while 
after dcteftcd of unchaftity with one of her toilowers, 
Ihe was comiiianded to depart thence : from that time 
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wandering poorly u|) and down with onfc fervant, in 
Favia a city of Italy, (he finilhed at lad in beggary her 
fliameful life. In the year eight hundred and five * 
Cuthred, whom Kenulf the Mercian had, inftead of Prcn, 
made king in Kent, having obfcurely reigned eight years, 
deccafed. In Northumberland, Eardulf the year follow 
ing was driven out of his realgi by Alfwold f, who 
reigned two years in his room ; after whom Eandred 
fon of Eardulf thirty three years ; but I fee not how 
this can itand with the fequel of (lory out of becter au- 
thors : much lefs that which Buclianan relates, the year 
following J of Achaius king i>f Scots, who having reign- 
ed thirty two years, and dying in eight hundred and 
nine §, had formerly aided (but in what year of his reiga 
tells not) Hungus king of Picls with ten thoufand Scots, 
againft Athelftan a Saxon or Englifliman, then wafting 
the Pidiih borders ; that Hungus hy the aid of thole 
Scots, and the help of St. Andrew their patron, in a vifion 
by night, and the apj^earancc of his crofs by day, routed 
the aitonifhed Engli(h,and flew Athclllan in fight. Who 
this Athelftan was, I belie\'e no man knows ; Buchanan 
fuppofes him to have been Ibme Danifli commander, on 
whom king Alured or Alfred had beftowed Northum- 
berland ; but of this I find no footftep in our ancient 
writers ; and if any fuch thing were done in the time of 
Alfred, it muft be little lefs than a hundred years after: 
this Athelftan therefore, and this great overthrow, feems 
rather to have been the fancy of fome legend than any 
warrantable record. || Mean-while Ecbert having with 
much prudence, juftice, and clemency, a work of more 
than one year, eftabliflied his kingdom and himfelf in the 
afteftions of his people, turns his hrft cnterprife againft the 
Britons, both them of Cornwall and thofe beyond Severn, 
fubduing both. In Mercia, Kenulf, the fixth year after **, 
having reigned with great praife of his religious mind and 
virtues both in peace and war, dcceafcd. His Ion Kenelm, a 
child of feven years, was committed to the care of his elder 
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, fifter Quendrid : who, with a female ambition afpiriqg to 
the crown, hired one who had the charge of his nurture 
tx) murder him, led into a woody place upon pretence of 
hunting. *The murder, as is reported, was miraculoufly 
revealed ; but to tell how, by a dove dropping a written, 
note on the altar at Rome, is a long (lory, told, though 
out of order, by Malmfbury, and under the year eight 
hundred and twenty one by Mat. Weft., where I leave 
It to be fought by fuch as are more credulous than I 
wi(h my readers. Only the note was to this purpofe : 

Low in a mead of kine under a thorn, 

Of head bereft, lieth poor Kenclm kingborn, 

Keolwulf, the brother of Kcnulf, after one year's reign 
was driven out by one Bernulf an ufurper f ; who in 
his third year J, uncertain whether invading or invaded, 
was by Ecbert, though with great lofs on both fides, 
overthrown and put to flight at EHandune or Wilton : 
yet Malmfbury accounts this battle fought in eight hun- 
dred and fix ; a wide difference, but frequently found in 
their computations. Bernulf thence retiring to theEaft- 
Angles, as .part of his dominion by the late feizure of 
Offa, was by them met in the field and flain : but they, 
doubting what the Mercians might do in revenge here- 
of, forthwith yielded themfelves both king and people to 
the fovereignty of Ecbert. As for the kings of Eaft- 
Angles, our annals mention them not fince Ethelwald ; 
him fucceeded his brother's fons§, as we find in Malmf- 
bury, Aldulf (a good king, well acquainted with Bede) 
and Elwold who left the kingdom to Beorn, he to Ethel- 
red the father of Ethelbnte, whom Offa perfidioufly put 
to death. Simeon and Hoveden, in the year leven hundred 
and forty nine, write that Elfwald king of Eaft-Angles 
dying, Humbeanna and Albert (hared the kingdom be- 
tween them; but where to infert this among the former 
fucceflions is not eafy, nor much material : after Ethel- 
brite,* none is named of that kingdom till their fubmit- 
ting now to Ecbert : he from this viftory aeainft Ber- 
nulf fent part of his army under Ethclwulf his fon, with 
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Alftan bifliop of Shirburn, and Wulferd a chief com- 
mander, into Kent. Who, finding Baldred there reign- 
ing in his eighteenth year, overcame and drove him 
over the Thames; whereupon all Kent, Surrey, Suflex, 
and laftly Eflex, with her king Swithred, became fubjedt 
to the dominion of Ecbert. Neither were thefe all his 
exploits of this year ; the firft in order fet down in Saxoil 
annals being his fight againft the Devonfliire Welfh, at 
a place called Gafulford, now Camelford in Cornwall. 
• Ludiken the Mercian, after two years preparing to 
avenge Bernulf his kinfman on the Eaft-Angles, was by 
them with his five confuls, as the annals call them, fur- 
prifed and put to the fword: and Withlaf his fucceflbr 
firit vanquilhed, then upon fubmiflion, with all Mercia^ 
made tributary to Ecbert. Mean-while the Northum- 
brian kingdom of itfelf was fallen to (hivers ; their kings 
one after another fo often flain by the people, no man 
daring, though never fo ambitious, to take up the fceptre^ 
which many had found fo hot (the only effeftual cure of 
ambition that I have read) for the fpace of thirty-three 
years after the death of Ethelred fon of Mollo, as Malmf- 
bury writes, there was no king: many noblemen and 
prelates were fled the country. Which mifrule among 
them the Danes having underflood, ofttimes from their 
fliips entering far into the land, infcfted thofe parts with 
wide depopulation, wafting towns, churches, and mo- 
nafterie55, for they were yet heathen: the Lent before 
whofe coming, on the north fide of St. Peter's church 
in York was fecn from the roof to rain blood. The 
caufes of thefe calamities, and the ruin of that kingdom, 
Alcuin, a learned monk living in thofe days, attributes 
in fevcral epiftles, and well may, to the general ignorance 
and decay of learning, which crept in among them after 
the death of Beda, and of Ecbert the archbifliop ; their 
ncgleft of breeding up youth in the fcripturcs, the fprucc 
and gay apparel of their priefts and nuns, difcovering 
their vain and wanton minds. Examples are alfo read, 
even in Beda's days, of their wanton deeds : thence altars 
defiled with perjuries, cloifters violated with adulteries, 
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the land polluted with th^ blood of their princes, civil 
dijQTenjfions among \he people ; and finally, all the fame 
vices which Gildas alleged of old to have ruined the Bri- 
tons. In this eftate Ecbert, who had now conquered all 
the fbuth, finding them in the ye^ eight hundred and 
twenty feven *, (for he was marched thither with an 
army to complete his conqued of the whole iflaad) no 
wonder if tliey fubmitted themfelves to the yoke with- 
out refiftance, Eandred their king becoming tributary, 
t Thence turning his forces the year following he Subdued 
more thoroughly what remained of Nprth- Wales. 
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THE 

HISTORY OF BRITAIN- 

THE FIFTH BOOK, 

THE fum of things in this ifland, or the beft part 
thereof, reduced now under the power of one 
man, and him one of the worthiefl, which, as far as can 
be found in good authors, was by none attained at any 
time here before, unlefs in fables; men might with fome 
reafon have expefted from fuch union, peace and plenty, 
greatneft, and the flourilhing of all eftates and degrees : 
but far the contrary fell out foon after, invafion, fpoil, 
defolation, (laughter of many, flavery of the reft, by 
the forcible landing of a fierce nation ; Danes commonly 
called, and fometimes Dacians by others, the fame with 
Normans; as barbarous as the Saxons themfelves were 
at firft reputed, and much more : for the Saxons firft 
invited came hither to dwell ; thefe unfent for, unpro- 
voked, came only to deftroy *. But if the Saxons, as 
is above related, came moft of them from Jutland and 
Anglen, a part of Denmark, as Danifli writers affirm, 
and that Danes and Normans are the fame; then in 
this invafion, Danes drove out Danes, their own pof- 
tcrity. And Normans afterwards none but ancientcr 
Normans -f-. ^ Which invafion perhaps, bad the heptarchy 
ftood divided as it was, had either not been attempted, 
or not uneafily refifled ; while each prince and people, 
excited by their ncareft concernments, had more induf- 
trioufly defended their own bounds, than depending on 
the ncglcft of a deputed governour, fent ofttimes 'from 
the remote refidcnce of a fecure monarch. Though a3 
it fell out in thofe troubles, the lefler kingdoms revolting 
from the Weft-Saxon yoke, and not aiding each other, 
too much concerned for their own fafety, it came to 
no better pafs ; whUe feverally they fought to repel the 
danger nigh at hand, rather than jointly to prevent it 
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far off. But when God hath decreed fervitude on a fin- 
ful nation, fitted by their own vices for no condition 
but fervile, all eftates of government are alike unable ta 
avoid it. God hath purpofed to punilh our inftrumental 
punifhers, though now chriftians, by other heathen, ac- 
cording to his divine retaliation; invafion for invafion, 
fpoil for fpoil, deftrudion for deftruQ:ion. The Saxons 
were now full as wicked as the Britons were at their 
rival, broken with luxury and floth, either fecular or 
fuperftitious; for laying afide the exercife of arms, and 
the ftudy of all virtuous knowledge, fome betook them 
to overworldly or vicious prafticc, others to religious 
idlencfs and folitvide, which brought forth nothing htut 
vain and delufive vifions; eafily perceived fuch by iheir 
commanding of things, either not belonging to die gof- 
pel, or utterly forbidden, ceremonies, relics, monafteries, 
niaflcs, idols; add to thefe oilentation of alms, got oft- 
times by rapine and oppreffion, or intermixed with vio- 
lent and luftful deeds, fometimcs prodigally beftowed as 
the expiation of cruelty and bloodfhed. What longer fuf- 
fering could there be, when religion itfelf grew fo void of 
fincerity, and the greateft (hows of purity were impured? 

EGBERT. 

Egbert in full height of glor\% having now en- 
joyed his conqucft feven peaceful years, his vifto- 
rious army long fincc difbanded, and the exercife of 
arms perhaps laid afide; the more was found unprovided 
againfl a fudden ftorm of Danes from the fea, who land- 
ing in the ^ thirty fecond of his reign, wafted Shepey in 
Kent. Ecbert the next year f , gathering an army, for 
he had heard of their arrival in thirty five (hips, gave 
them battle by the river Carr in Dorfetfli ire; the event 
whereof was, that the Danes kept their ground, and 
encamped where the field was fought; two Saxon leaders, 
Dudda and Ofmund, and two biiliops, as fome fay, 
were there flain. This was the only check of fortune 
we read of, that Ecbert in all his time received. For 
the Danes returning two years §- after with a great navy, 
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and joining forces with the Cornilh, who had entered 
league with them, were overthrown and put to flight. 
Of thefe invafions againft Ecbert the Danifti hiftory is 
Dot filcnt ; whether out of their own records or ours 
may be juftly doubted : for of thefe times at home I find 
them in much uncertainty, and beholden rather to out- 
landifh chronicles, than any records of their own. The 
vidor Ecbert, as one who had done enough, fcafonably 
now, after profpcrous fuccefs, the next * year with 
glor}' ended his days, and was buried at Winchefter. 

ETHELWOLF. 

Ethelwolf t!-.e fon of Ecbert fucceeded, by 
Malmlbury defcribed a man of mild nature, not 
inclined to war, or delighted with much dominion ; 
that therefore contented with the ancient Wefl-Saxon 
bounds, he gave to Ethelftan his brother, or fon, as fome 
write, the kingdom of Kent and Elfex. f But the Saxon 
annalift, whole authority is elder, faith plainly, that both 
thefe countries and Sullex were bequeathed to Ethelftan 
by Ecbert his father. The unwarlike difpofition of 
Ethelwolf gave encouragement no doubt, and eafier 
entrance to the Danes, who came again the next year 
with thirty three (hips § ; but Wulfherd, one of the 
king's chief captains, drove them back at Southampton 
with great flaughter ; himfeU dying the lame year, of 
age, as I fuppofe, for he feems to have been one of Ec- 
bert's old commanders, who was fent with Ethelwolf to 
fubdue Kent. Ethclhelm, another of the king's cap- 
tains, with the Dorfetlhire men, had at firfl: like fuccefs 
againft the Danes at Portfmouth ; but they reinforcing' 
ftood their ground, and put the Englilh to rout. Worfe 
was the fuccefs of earl Herebert at a place called Meref-' 
war, (lain with the moft part of his army. || The year 
following in Lindfey alfo, Eaft-Angles, and Kent, much' ' 
mifchicf was done by their landing ; \ where the next 
year, emboldened by fuccefs, they came on as far 
as Canterbury, Rochefter, and London itfelf, with 
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no lefs cruel hoilility: and giving no refpite to the 
peaceable mind of Ethelwolf, they yet returned with 
the next year * in thirty five fliips, fought with 
him, as before with his father at the river Carr, and 
made good their ground. In Northurnberland, Eandred 
t4ie tributary king deceafing left the fame tenure to his 
ion Ethelredy driven out in his fourth yeart, and flic- 
ceeded by Readwulf, who foon after his corQnation haft* 
ing forth to battle againfl the Danes at Alvetheli, fell 
with the mod part of his army ; and Ethelred, like in 
fortune to the former Ethelred, was reexalted to his feat. 
And, to be yet further like him in fate, was flain the 
fourth year ^er. Ofbert fucceeded in his room. But 
more foutherly, the Danes next year J after met with 
fomc ftop in the full courfe of their outrageous info* 
lencies. For EarnulfVith the men of- So'meriet, Alftan 
the bi(hop, and Ofric with thofe of Dorfetfhire> fctting 
upon them at the river's mouth of Pedridan, flaueh- 
tered them in great numbers, and obtained a juft vie** 
tory. This repulfe quelled them, for aqght we hear, the 
ipace of fix years §; then alfo renewing their invaiioa 
with little better fuccefs. For Keorle an earl, aided with 
the forces of Devonlhire, aflaulted and overthrew them 
at Wigganbeorch with great dcflruftion ; as profper- 
oufly were they fought with the fame year at Sandwich^ 
by king Ethelftan, and Ealker his general, their great 
army defeated, and nine of their fhips, taken, the reft 
driven off; however to ride out the winter on th^ 
(bore, Affer faith,. they then firft wintered in Shepey ifl^, 
H^rd it is, through the bac^ c^preflion of thefc writers^ 
to define this fight, whethq; by fea or land j Hovedca 
terms it a fea-fignt. Neverthelefs with fifty fhips (Aflcr 
;ind others add three hundred) they entered the mouth 
of the Thames | , and made excurfions as far as Czjittx^ 
bury and London, and as Ethelwcrd writes, deftroycd 
both ; of London^ AfTer fignifies only that they pillaged 
it. Bertulf alfo the Mercian, fucceflor of Withlaf, with 
all his army they forced to fly, and him beyond the fbu 
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Then pafling over Thames with their powers into Sur- 
rey, and the Weft-Saxons, and meeting there with king 
Ethelwolf and Ethdbald his Ton, at a place called Ak-Lea, 
or Oke-Lea, they received a total defeat with memorable 
flaughter. This was counted a lucky year* to Eng- 
Iand» and brought to Ethelwolf great reputation. Bur- 
hed therefore, who after Bertulf held of him the Mer- 
cian kingdom, two years after thisj imploring his aid 
againft the North Wellh, as then troublefome to his 
confines, obtained it of him in perfon, and thereby re- 
duced them to obedience. This done, Ethelwolf fent 
hi^ fon Alfred, a child of five years, well accompanied to 
Rome, whom Leo the pope both confecrated to be king 
afterwards, and adopted to be his fon ; at home Ealker 
with the forces of Kent, and Huda with thofe of Surrey, 
fell on the Danes at their landing in Tanet, and at firft 
put them back; but the ilain and drowned were at 
length fo many on either fide, as left the lofs equal on 
both:, which yet hindered not the folemnity of a mar- 
rii^ at the feaftof Eafter, between Burhed the Mercian^ 
aad Etheliwida king Ethelwolfs daughter. Howbeit 
the Danes next yearf wintered again in Shepcy. Whom 
Ethelwolf, not finding human health fufficient to refift, 
growing daily upon him, in hope of divine aid, regif- 
tercd in a book and dedicated to God the tenth part of 
his own lands, and of his whole kingdom, eafed of all 
impofitions, but converted to the maintenance of maffes 
and pfalms weekly to be fung for the profpering of 
Ethelwolf and his captains, as appears at large by the 
patent itfelf, in William of Malmfoury.^ AflTcr faith, he 
did it for the redemption of his foul, and the fouls of 
bis anceftors. After which, as having done fome great 
matter to (how himfelf at Rome, and be applauded of 
the pope; he takes a long and cumberfome journey thi- 
ther with young Alfred again J, and there ftays a year, 
when his place required him rather here in the field 
^nft Pagan enemies left wintering in his ' land. Yet 
ib much manhood he had, ab to return thence no monk ; 
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^nd in his way home took to wife Judith daughter to 
Charles the Bald, king of France *. But ere his return, 
Ethelbald his eldeft fon, Alftan his trufty bilhop, and 
Knulf earl of Somerfet confpired againft him: their com-i 
plaints were, that he had taken with him Alfred hi^ 
youngeft (on to be there inaugurated king, and brought 
home with him an outlandilh wife; for which they en- 
deavoured to deprive him of his kingdom. The dif-. 
turbance was expeded to biing forth nothing le& than 
war: but the king abhorring civil difcord, after many 
conferences tending to peace, condef^ended to divide the 
kingdom with his Ion : divifion was made, but the mat- 
ter fo carried, that the caftern and word part was ma-; 
Ignly afforded to the father 5 the weftern and bed given- 
to tl^e fon : at which many of the nobles had great in-r 
dignation, otkring to the king their utmoft afEftai^ce fur 
the recovery of all; whom he peacefully difluading, fat 
down contented with his portion afligned. In tlie Eaft- 
Angles, Edmund lineal from the ancient ftock of thofe 
kings, a youth of fourteen years only,. but of great hopes, 
was with content of all but his own crowned at Bury. 
About this time, as Buchanan relates -f, the Picts, who 
not long before had by the Scots been driven out of 
their country, part of them coming to Ofbert and Ella, 
then kings of Northumberland, obtained aid againft Do- 
naldus the Scottifli king, to recover their ancjent poflef- 
fion. Ofbert, who in perfon undertook the expedition, 
marching into Scotland, was at firft put to a retreat 5 
but returning fov>n after on the Scots, overfecure of 
their fuppofed vjftory, put them to flight with great 
flaughtcr, toqk prifuner thcjr king, and purfued his vic- 
tory beyond Stirling bridge. The Scots unable to refill 
longer, and by embalVadors entreating peace, had it 
granted them on ihefe conditions: The Scots were to 
quit all they had poffefled within the wall of Severus: 
the limits of Scotland were beneath Stirling bridge tQ 
be the river Forth, and on the other fide, Dunbritton 
Frith ; from that time fo called of the Britifli thea 
featcd in Cumberland, who had joined w^ith 0(bert in 
this adion, and fo far extended on that fide .the Britifli 
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limits. If this be true, as the Scots writers themfelves 
witnefs (and who woul^ think them fabulous to the dif- 
paragement of their own country ?) how much wanting 
have been our hiftorians to their country's honour, in 
letting pafs unmcntioncd an exploit {o memorable, by 
them remembered and attcited, who are wont oftener to 
extenuate than to amplify aught done in Scotland by the 
Englifli ? Donaldus, on thefe conditions releafed, foon 
after dies, according to Buchanan, in 858. Ethelwolf, 
chief king in England, had the year before ended his 
life, and was buried as his father at Wincheftcr *. He 
was from his youth much addifted to devotion ; fo that 
in his father's time he was ordained bifliop of Winchef- 
ter J and unwillingly, for want of other legitimate iflue, 
fucceedcd him in the throne : managing therefore his 
greatcft affairs by the aftivity of two biftiops, Alftan of 
Sherburne, and Swiihine of Winchefter. But Alftan is 
noted of covetoufnefs and oppreflion, by William of 
Malm{bury f ; the more vehemently no doubt for doing 
fome notable damage to that monaftery. The fame au- 
thor writes J, that Ethelwolf at Rome paid a tribute to 
the pope, continued to his days. However he were fa- 
cile to his fon, and fcditious nobles, in yielding up part 
of his kingdom, yet his queen he treated not the lefs ho- 
fiourably, for whomfoever it difpleafed. §The Weft- 
Saxons had decreed ever fmce the time of Eadburga, the 
infamous wife of Birthric, diat no queen ftiould fit in 
ftate with the king, or be dignified with the title of 
queen. But Ethelwolf permitted not that Judith his 
quan (hould lofe any point of regal ftate by that law. 
At his death, he divided the kingdom between his two 
fons,. Ethelbald and Ethclbert; to the younger Kent, 
Eflex, Surrey, Sulfex, to the cider all the reft; to Peter 
and Paul certain revenues yearly, for what ufes let others 
itUtc, who write alfo his pedigree, from fon to father, up 
to Adam. . 
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ETHELBALD, and ETHELBERT. 

t 

Ethelbald, unnatural and difloyal to hFs father*, 
fell juftly into another, though contrary fin, of too much* 
love for his father's wife ; and whom at firft he oppofcd 
coming into the land, her now unlawfully marrying, he 
takes into his bed ; but not long enjoying, died at three 
years end f , without doing aught more worthy to be 
remembered ; having reigned two years with his father, 
impiouHy ufurping, and three after him, as unworthily 
inheriting. And .his hap was all that while to be un- 
molefted.vvith the Danes; not of divine favour doubt- 
lefs, but to his greater condemnation, living the more 
fecurely his inceftuous life. Huntingdon on the other 
fide much praifes Ethelbald, and writes him buried at 
Sherburn, with great forrow of the people, who miffed 
him long after. Mat. Weflm. faith, that he repented of 
his inceft with Judith, and difmiffed her : but Affer, aa 
eyewitnefs of thofe times, mentions no fuch thing. 

ETHELBERT alone. 

Ethelbald by death removed, the whole kingdom 
came rightfully to Ethelbert his next brother. Who> 
though a prince of great virtue and no blame, had as 
fhort a reign allotted him as his faulty brother, nor that 
fo peaceful j once or twice invaded by^ the Danes. But 
they having landed in the wefl with a great army, and 
facked Winchefter, were met by Ofric earl of South- 
ampton, and Ethel wolf of Berklhire, beaten to their 
fhips, and forced to leave their booty. Five years after §, 
about the time of his death, they fet foot again in Ta- 
net ; the Kentifhmen, wearied out with fo frequent 
alarms, came to agreement with them for a certain fum 
of money ; but ere the peace could be ratified, and the 
money gathered, the Danes, impatient of delay, by a- 
fudden eruption in the night foon wafled all the Eafl of 
Kent. Mean-while, or fometbing before, EtHelbert-de* 
ceafing was buried as his brother at Sherburn. 
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ETHELRED. 

Ethelred, the third fon of Ethelwolf, at his firft 
coming to the crown was entertained with a frefli inva- 
fion of Danes *, led by Hinguar and Hubba, two bro- 
thers, who now liad got footing among the Eaft-Angles ; 
there they wintered, and coming to terms of peace with 
the inhabitants, furniflied thcmlelves of horfes, forming 
by that means many troops with riders of their own: 
thefc pagans, Aflcr faith, came from the river Danubius. 
Fitted thus for a long expedition, they ventured the 
next year -j- to make their way over land and over Hum- 
ber as far as York : them they found to their hands 
embroiled in civil diffenfionsj their king Ofbert they 
had thrown out, and Ella leader of another fadtion cho- 
fen in his room; who both, though late, admonilhed 
by their common danger, towards the year's end with 
united powers made head againft the Danes and pre- 
vailed ; but purfuing them ovcreagerly into York, then 
but flcnderly walled §, the Northumbrians were every 
where flaughtered, both within and without ; their 
kings alfo both flain, their city burnt, faith Malmfbury, 
the reft as they could made their peace, overrun and 
vanquiftied as far as the river Tine, and Egbert of Eng- 
lilh race appointed king over them. Bromton, no an- 
cient author (for he wrote fince Mat. Weft.) nor of much 
credit, writes a particular caufe of the Danes coming to 
York ; that Bruern a nobleman, whofe wife king Oft)ert 
had raviftied, called in Hinguar and Hubba to revenge 
him. The example is remarkable, if the truth were as 
evident. Thence victorious, che Danes next year || en- 
tered into Mercia towards Nottingham, where they ipent 
the winter. Burhed then king of that country, unable 
to rcfift, implores the aid of Ethelred and young Alfred 
his brother; they aflcmbling their forces and joining 
with the Mercians about Nottingham, offer battle \ : 
the Danes, not daring to come forth, kept themfelvcs 
within that town and caftle, fo that no great fight was ha« 
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zarded there; at length the Mercians, weary of long 
fufpenfe, entered into conditions of peace with tlieir 
enemies. After which the Danes, returning back to 
York, made their abode there the fpace of one year •; 
committing, feme fay, many cruelties. Thence embark- 
ing to Lindfey, and all the fummerdeftroying that coun- 
try, about September f they came with like fury into 
Keftcven, another part of Lincolnfliire ; where Algar, 
the earl of Hovvland, now Holland, with his forces, and 
two hundred flout foldiers belonging to the abbey of 
Croiland, three hundred from about Bofton, Morcard 
lord of Brunne, with his numerous family, well trained 
and armed, Ofgot governor of Lincoln with five hun- 
dred of that city, all joining together, gave battle to the 
Danes, flew of them a great multitude, with three of 
their kings, and purfued the reft to their tents; but the 
night following, Gothrun, Bafeg, Oikctil, Halfden, and 
Hamond, five kings, and as many earls, Frena, Hinguar, 
Hubba, Sidrog the elder and younger, coming in from 
feveral parts with great forces and fpoils, great part of 
the Englilh began to flink home. Neverthelefs Algar 
with fuch as forfook him not, all next day in order of 
battle facing the Danes, and fuftaining unmoved the 
brunt of their aflaults, could not withhold his men at 
laft from purfuing their counterfeited flight ; whereby 
opened and difordered, they fell into the fnare of their 
enemies, rufliing b^ck uport theni. Algar and -thof^ 
captains forenamed with him, all refolute men, retreat-* 
ing to a hill fide, and flaying of fuch as followed them, 
manifold their own number, died at length upon heaps 
of' dead which they had made round about them. The 
Danes, thence paffingon into the country of Eaft-Angles, 
rifled and burnt the monaftery.of Ely, overthrew earl 
WulketuI with his whole army, iand lodged out the 
winter at Thetfojrd ; where king Edmond aflailing them 
was with his whole army put to flight, himfelf taken, 
bound to a fl:ake, and fliot to death with arrows, his 
whole country fubdued. The n^xt year § with great ibp^ 
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plies, faith Huntingdon, bending their march toward the 
Weft-Saxons, the only people now left in whom might 
fccm yet to remain ftrength or courage likely to oppofc 
them, they came to Reading, fortified there between the 
two rivers of Thames and Keijet, and about three days 
after fent out wings of horfe under two earls to forage 
the countr}^ ; * but Ethelwolf earl of Berkfhire, at En- 
glefield a village nigh, encountered them, flew one of 
their earls, and obtained a great victory. Four days 
after came the king himfelf and his brother Alfred with 
the main battle ; and the Danes ifluing forth, a bloody 
fight began, on either fide great flaughter, in which earl 
Ethelwolf loft his life ; but the Danes, lofing no ground, 
kept their place of ftanding to the end. Neither did the 
Englifli for this make lefs hafte to another conflift at Ef- 
cefdune or Aflidown, four days after, where both armies 
with their whole force on either fide met. The Danes 
were embattled in two great bodies, the one led by 
Bafcai and Halfden, their two kings, the other by fuch 
carls as were appointed ; in like manner the Englifli di- 
vided their powers, Ethelred the king flood againft their 
kings; and though on the lower ground, and coning 
later into the battle from his orifons, gave a fierce onfet, 
wherein Bafcai (the Danilh hiftory names him I varus 
the Ion of llegnerus) was flain. Alfred was placed 
againft the earls, and beginning the battle ere his bro- 
ther came into the field, with fuch refplution charged 
them, that in the fliock moft of them were flain ; they 
arc named Sidroc elder and younger, Oft)ern, Frcan, 
Harold : at length in both divifions the Danes turn their 
backs ; many thoufands of them cut off, the reft purfued 
till night. So much the more it may be wondered to 
hear next in the annals, that the Danes, fourteen days 
after fuch an overthrow fighting again with Ethelred 
and his brother Alfred at Bafing, (under conduft, faith 
the Danifli hiftory, of Agnerus and Hubbo, brothers of 
the flain Ivarus,) fliould obtain the viftory ; efpecially 
fince the new fupply of Danes mentioned by Afler f ar- 
rived after* this aftion. But after two months, the king 
tod his brother fought with them again at Mertun, in 
• Afler. t Pontan. HiiL Dao. 1. 4 
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two (quadrons as before, in which fight hard it is to lid- 
derftand who had the better; fo darkly do the Saxon an- 
nals deliver their meaning with more than wonted infancf. 
Yet thefe I take (for Affer is here filent) to be the chief 
fountain of our (lory, tb^ ground and bafis* upon which 
the monks later in time glofs and comment at their 
pleafure. Neverthelefs it appears, that on the Saxon 
part, not Heamund the bifbop only, but many valiant 
men loft their lives. * This fight was followed by a 
heavy fummer plague ; whereof, as is thought, king 
Etheldred died in the fifth of his reign, and was buried at 
Winburn, where his epitaph infcribes that he had his 
death's wound by the Danes, according to the Danifh 
hiftory 872. Of all thefe terrible landings and devafta* 
tions by the Danes, from the days of Ethelvvolf till their 
two laft battles with Ethelred, or of their leaders, whe- 
ther kings, dukes, or earls, the Danifh hiftory of beft 
credit faith nothing ; fo little wit or confcience it feems 
they had to leave any memory of their brutifli rather 
than manly adtions; unlefs we fhall fuppofe them to 
have come, as above was cited out of AfTer, from Danu- 
bins, rather than from Denmark, more probably fome 
barbarous nation of Pruflia, or Livonia, not long before 
feated more northward on the Baltic fea, 

ALFRED. 

Alfred, the fourth fon of Ethelvvolf, had fcarce per- 
formed his brother's obfcquies, and the folemnity of his 
own crowning, when at the month's end in hafte with a 
fmall power he encountered, the whole army of Danes at 
Wilton, and moft part of the day foiled them ; but un- 
warily following the chafe, gave others of them the ad- 
vantage to rally ; who returning upon him now weary^ 
remained mafters of the field. This year, as is affirmed 
in the annals, nine battles had been fought againft the 
Danes on the fouth fide of Thames, befides innumerable 
excurfions made by Alfred and other leaders ; one king, 
nine earls were fallen in fight, fb that weary on both fides 
at the year's end, league or truce was concluded. Yet 
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next year ^ the Danes took their march to London, now 
espoied to their prey ; there they wintered, and thither 
came the Mercians to renew peace with them. The year 
foUowing they roved back to the parts beyond Humber, 
but wintered at Torkfcy in Lincolnftiire, where the 
Mercians now the third time made peace with them. 
Notwithftanding which, removing their camp to Re- 
pendune in Mercia f, now Repton upon Trent in Derby- 
Ihirc, and there wintering, they conftraincd Burhed the 
king to fly into foreign parts, making feizure of his king- 
dom ; he running the direft way to Rome J (with bet- 
ter reafon than his anceflors,) died there, and was buried 
io a church by the EngliQi fchool. His kingdom the 
Danes &rmed out to Kelwulf, one of his hou(hoId fer- 
vants or officers, with condition to be refigned them when 
they commanded. § From Rependune they diflodged, 
Hafden their king leading part of his army northward, 
wintered by the river Tine, and fubjefting all thofe quar- 
ters, wafted alfo thePifts and Britifti beyond: but Guth- 
run, Ofkitell, and Anwynd, other three of their kings, 
moving from Rependune, came with a great army to 
Grantbrig, and remained there a whole year. But Al- 
fred that fummer propofing to try his fortune with a fleet 
at Tea (for he had found that the want of (hipping and 
negleft of navigation had expolcd the land to thefe pira- 
cies) met with feven DaniQi rovers, took one, the reft 
efcaping; an acceptable fuccefs from fo fmall a begin- 
ning: for the Englifli at that time were but little ex- 
penenced in fea-atiairs. The next || year's firft motion 
of the Danes was towards Warham caftle, where Alfred 
meeting them, either by policy, or their doubt of liis 
power, Ethelwerd laith, by money brought them to fuch 
tcnns of peace, as that they fwore to him upon a hal- 
lo.;" \ '^rr-celet, others fay upon certain ^ relics (a folemn 
oa ems, which they never vouchfafed before to 

a icr nation) forthwith to depart the land : but fal- 
)% that oath, by night with all the horfe they had 
Vffcr faith **, flaying all the horfemen he had) ftole to 
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Exeter,' and there wintered. In Northumberland, Haf* 
den their king began to fettle, to divide the land, to till, 
and to inhabit. Mean-while they in the weft, who wcrd 
marched to Exeter, entered the city, courfing now and 
then to Warham ; but their fleet the next * year, Ruling 
or rowing about the weft, met with fuch a tempeft near 
to Swanfwich or Gnavewic, as wrecked one hundred 
and twenty of their fliips, and left the reft eafy to be 
maftered by thofe galleys, which Alfred had fet there to 
guard the (ea?, and ftraiten Exeter of provifion. He 
the while beleaguering f ihcm in the city, now burhbled. 
with the lofs ot their navy, (two navies, faith AfTer, the 
one at Gnavewic, the other at Svvanwine) diftreffcd them 
fo, as that they gaye him as many hoftages as he requir- 
ed, and as many or.ths, to keep their covenanted peace, 
and kept it. For the fummer coming on, they departed 
into Mcrcia, whereof part they divided among them- 
felves, part left to Kelwulf their fubftituted king. The 
, twelfthtide following J, all oaths forgotten, they came 
to Chippenham in Wiltdiire, difpeopling the countries 
round, difpoflcffing feme, driving others beyond the feaj 
Alfred himfelf with a fmall company was forced to keep 
within woods and fenny places, and for fome time all 
alone, as Florent-faith, fojourned with Dunwulf a fwine- 
herd, made afterwards for his devotion and aptnefs to 
Jearning bifhop of Winchcller. Hafden and the brothef 
of Hinguar § coming with twenty three (hips from North 
Wales, where they had made great fpoil, landed in De- 
vonfliire, nigh to a ftrong caftie named Kinwrth ; where, 
by the garnlbn illuing forth unexpectedly, they were 
flain with twelve hundred of their men. || Mean-while 
the king about Eafter, not defpairing of his affairs, built 
a fortrcfs at a place called Athelney in Somerfetfhire, 
therein valiantly defending himfelf and his followers, fre- 
quently fallying forth. The feventh week after he rode 
out to a place called Ecbryt-ftone in the eaft part of Sel- 
wood : thither retorted to him with much gratulation 
the Somerfet and Wiltihire men, with many out of 
.Hampfliire, fome of whom a little before had fled their 
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country; with th«fe marching to Ethandune, now Edin- 
don in Wiltfhire, he gave battle to the whole Danifli 
power, and put them to flight *. 1 hen beficging their 
cadlc, within fourteen days took it. Malmfbur)' writes, 
that in this time of his recefs, to go a fpy into the Danlfti 
camp, he took upoa him with one fervant the habit of a 
fidlcr ; by this means gaining accefs to the king's table, 
and fometimcs to his bed chamber, got knowledge of their 
fecrets, their carclefs encamping, and thereby this op- 
portunity of aflailing them on a iuddcn. The Danes, by 
this misfortune broken, gave bim more hoftages, and 
renewed their oaths to depart out of his kingdom. Their 
king Gytro or GothFun offered willingly to receive bap- 
tifm f, and accordingly came with thirty of his friends 
to a place called Aldra or Aulre, near to Athelney, and . 
were baptized at Wedmore ; where Alfred received him 
out of the font, and named him Athelflan. After which 
they abode with him twelve days, and were difmilTed 
with rich prcfcnts. Whereupon the Danes removed next J 
year to Cirencefler, thence peaceably to the Eaft-Anglcsj 
which Alfred^ as fome write, had beftowed on Gothrun 
to hold of him ; the bounds whereof may be read among 
the laws of Alfred. Others of them went to Fulham 
on the Tliames, and joining there with a great fleet newly 
come into the river, thence pafTed over into France and 
Flanders, both which they entered fo far conquering or 
wafting, as witnefTed fufficiently, that the French and 
Flemifh were no more able than the Englifh, by policy 
or prowels, to keep off that Danifh inundation from 
their land. § Alfred thus rid of them, and intending for 
the future to prevent their landing; three years after 
(quiet the mean-while) with more (hips and better pro- 
vided puts to fea, and at firft met with four of theirs, 
whereof two he took, throwing the men overboard, then 
with two others, wherein two were of their princes, and 
took them alfo, but not without fome lofs of his own. 
li After three years another lleet of them appeared on 
thefc leas, fo huge that one part of them thought them- 
Iclves fufHcient to enter upon Eaft-France, the other came 
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to ftochefter, and beleagured it ; they within ftoutly de- 
fending themfelves, till Alfred with great forces, coming 
down upon the Danes, drove them to their (hips, leav- 
ing for hade all their horfcs behind them. •The fame 
year Alfred fent a fleet toward the Eaft-Angles, then in- 
habited by the Danes, which, at the mouth of Stour, 
meeting with fixteen Danilh fliips, after fome fight took 
them all, and flew all the foldicrs on board ; but in their 
way home lying carelcfs, were overtaken by another 
part of that fleet, and came off with lofs : whereupon 
perhaps thofe Danes, who were fettled among the E^ft- 
Angles, erefted with new hopes, violated the peace which 
they had fworn to Alfred f, who fpent the next year in 
repairing London (befieging, faith Huntingdon) much 
ruined and unpeopled by the Danes; the Londoners, all 
but thofe who had been led away captive J, foon return- 
ed to their dwellings, and Ethred, duke of Mcr<:ia, was 
by the king appointed their governour. § But after 
thirteen years refpite of peace, another Danifli fleet of 
two hundred and fifty fail, from the caft part of France, 
arrived at the mouth of a river in Eaft-KLent, called 
Limen, nigh to the great wood Andred, famous for 
length and breadth ; into that v^ood they drew up their 
Ihip four miles from the river's mouth, and built a for- 
treis. After whom Haeften, with another Danifli fleet of 
eighty fliips, entering the mouth of Thames, built a fort 
at Middleton, the former army remaining at a place called 
Apeltre, Alfred, perceiving this, took of thofe Danes 
who dwelt in Northumberland a new oath of fidelity, and 
of thofe in Eflex hoftages, left: they ftiould join, as they 
were wont, with their countrymen newly arrived. 
II And by the next year having got together his forces, 
between either army of the Danes encamped fo as to be 
ready for either of them, who firft fliould happen to ftir 
forth ; troops of horfe alfo he fent continually abroad, 
aflifted by fuch as could be fpared from ftrong places, 
wherever the countries wanted them, to encounter 
foraging parties of the enemy. The king alfo divided. 
fometimes his whole army, marching out with one part 
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by turns, the other keeping intrenched. In conclufion 
rolling up and down, both fules met at Farnham in Sur- 
rey ; where the Danes by Alfred's horfe troops were put 
to flight, and croffing the Thames to a certain ifland 
near Coin in Eflex, or as Camden thinks by Colcbrook, 
were befieged there by Alfred till j)rovifion failed the 
befiegen, another part ftaid behind with their king 
wounded. Mean-while Alfred preparing to reinforce 
the liege of Colney, the Danes of Northumberland, break- 
ing feith, came by fea to the Eaft-Angles, and with a 
hundred (hips coafting fouthward, landed in Devon- 
(hirc, and befieged Exeter ; thither Alfred hafted with 
his powers, except a fquadron of Welfh that came to 
London : with whom the citizens marching forth to 
Beamflet, where Haeften the Dane had built a ftrong 
fort, and left a garrifon, while he himfelf with the main 
of his army was entered far into the country, luckily 
furprife the fort, mafter the garrifon, make prey of ail 
they find there ; their (hips alfo they burnt or brought 
away with good booty, and many prifoners, among whom 
the wife and two fons of Haeften wqre fent to the king, 
who forthwith fet them at liberty. Whereupon Haeften 
gave oath ot amity and hoftages to the king; he in re- 
quital, whether freely or by agreement, a fum of money. 
Ncverthelefs, without regard of faith given, while Alfred 
was bufied about Exeter, joining with the other Danilh 
army, he built another caftle in Eflex at Shoberie, thence 
marching wcftward by the Thames, aided with the 
Nortiiumbrian and Eaft-Anglilh Danes, they came at 
length to Severn, pillaging all in their way. But Ethred, 
Ethelm, and Ethelnoth, the king's captains, with united 
forces pitched nigh to them at Buttingtun, on the Severn 
bank in Montgomery thire *, the river running between, 
and there many weeks attended ; the king mean-while 
blocking up the Danes who befieged Exeter, having eaten 
part of their horfes, the reft urged with hunger broke 
forth to their fellows, who lay encamped on the eaft 
fide of the river, and were all there difcomfited with 
fomc lofs of valiant men on the king's party ; the reft 
fled back to Eflex^ and their fortrcis there. Then Laf, 
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one of their leaders, gathered before winter a great army 
of Northumbrian and Eaft-Anglifli Danes, who leaving 
their money, (hips, and wives with the Eaft-Angles, and 
marching day and night, fat down before a city in the 
weft called Wirheal near to Cheftcr, and took it ere they 
could be overtaken. The Englifli after two days (iegc, 
. hopelcfs to diflodge them, wafted the country round to 
cut off from them all provifion, and departed. * Sooa 
after which, next year, the Danes no longer able to hold 
Wirheal, deftitute of victuals, entered North Wales; 
thence laden with fpoils, part returned into Northum- 
berland, others to the Eaft- Angles as far as Eflex, where 
they feized on a fmall illand called Mercfig. And here 
again the annals record them to befiege Exeter, but 
without coherence of fcnfc or ftory. f Others relate to 
this purpofe, that returning by fca from the fiege of 
Exeter, and in their way landing on the coaft of Suflex, 
they of Chichefter fallicd out and flew of them many 
hundreds, taking alfo fome of their ftiips. The fame 
J'ear they who polTeflcd Merefig, intending to winter 
thereabout, drew'up their Ihips, (bme into the Thames, 
others into the river Lcc, and on the bank thereof built 
a caftlc twenty miles from London ; to aflault which, 
the Londoners aided with other forces marched out the 
fummer following, but were foon put to flight, lofing 
four of the king's captains. J Huntingdon writes quite 
the contrary, that thefe four were Danifli captains, and 
the overthrow theirs : but little credit is to be placed in 
Huntingdon fmgle. For the king thereupon with his 
forces lay encamped nearer the city, that tlic Danes might • 
not infeft them in time of harveft; in the mean time, 
fubtilely devifing to turn Lee ftream feveral ways, where- 
by the Danilh ' bottoms were left on dry ground : which 
they foon perceiving, marched over land to Quatbrig on 
the Severn, built a fortrefs, and wintered there ; while 
their ftiips left in Lee were either broken or brought 
away by the Londoners ; but their wives and children 
they had left in fafety with the Eaft- Angles. § The ne.xt 
year was" peftilcnt, and befides the common fort, took 
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away many great earls, Kelmond in Kent, Brithulf in 
Eilex, Wulfred in HampQiire, with many others ; and 
to this evil the Danes in Northumberland and Eaft- 
Angles ccafed not to endamage the Weft Saxons, efpe- 
cialty by ftealth, robbifig on the fouth fhore in certain 
long galleys. But the king caufing to be built others 
twice as long as ufually were built, and fome of fixty or 
fcventy oars higher, fwifter and fteadier than fuch as 
were m ufe before either with Danes or Frifons, his own 
^ inventions fome of thefe he fent out againft fix Danifti 
pirates, who had done much harm in the Me of Wight, 
and parts adjoining. The bickering was doubtful and 
intricate, part on the water, part on the fands ; not with- 
out lofs of fome eminent men on the Englilh fide. The 
pirates at length were either llain or taken, two of them 
ilranded; the men brought to Winchefter, where the 
king then was, were executed, by his command ; one 
of them efcaped to the Eaft-Angles, her men much 
wounded : the fame year not fewer than twenty of their 
(hips perifhed on the fouth coaft with all their men. 
And KoUo the Dane or Norman landing here, as Mat* 
Weft, writes, though not in what part of the ifland» 
after an unfuccefsfu I fight againft thole forces which firft 
oppofed him, failed into France and conquered the coun- 
try, fincc that time called Normandy. This is the fum 
ot what pafled in three years againft the Danes, return* 
ing out of France, fet down (o pcrplexly by the Saxon 
annalift, ill-gifted with utterance, as with much ado can 
be underftood fometimes what is fpoken, whether meant 
of the Danes, or of the Saxons. After which trouble- 
fomc time, Alfred enjoying three years of peace, by him 
fpent, as his manner was, not idly or voluptuoufly, but 
in all virtuous employments both of mind and body> 
becoming a prince of his renown, ended his days in the 
year nine hundred *, the fifty firft of his age, the thirtieth 
of his reign, and was buried regally at Winchefter t he 
was born at a place called Wanading in Berkftiire, his 
mother Ofburga, the daughter of Ollac the king's cup* 
bearer, a Goth by nation, and of noble defcent. He was 
of pcrfon comelier than all his brethren^ of pleafing 
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tongue and graceful behaviour, ready wit and memory » 
yet through the fondnefs of his parents towards him> 
had not been taught to read till the twelfth year of his 
age ; but the great defire of learning, which was in him, 
foon appeared by his conning of Saxon poems day and 
night, which with great attention he heard by others 
repeated. He was befidcs excellent at hunting, and the 
new art then of hawking, but more exemplary in devo- 
tion, having collefted into a book certam prayers and 
pfalms, which he carried ever with him in his bofom to 
ufe on. all occafions. He thirfted after all liberal know- 
ledge, and oft complained, that in his youth he had no 
teachers, in his middle age fo little vacancy from wars 
. and the cares of his kingdom ; yet leifure he found fome- 
times, not only to learn much himfelf, but to communi- 
cate thereof what he could to his people, by tranflating 
books out of Latin into Engiifli, Orofius, Boethius, Beda's 
hiftory and others; permitted none unlearned to bear 
office, either in court or commonwealth. At twenty 
years of age, not yet reigning, he took to wife Egelfwitha 
the daughter of Ethelred a Mercian earl. The extremi- 
ties which befel him in the fixth of his reign, Neothan 
abbot told him, were juftly come upon him for negleft- 
ing in his younger days the complaint of fucb as injured 
and opprefled repaired to him, as then fecond perfon in 
the kingdom, for redrefs ; which ncgled, were it fuch 
indeed, were yet excufable in a youth, through jollity 
of mind unwilling perhaps to be detained long with fad 
and forrowful narrations; but from the time of his un- 
dertaking regal charge, no man more patient in hearing 
caufes, more inquifitive in examining, more exadt in 
doing juflice, and providing good laws, which are yet 
extant; more fcvere in punilhing unjuft judges or ob- 
ftinate offenders. Thieves efpccially ar.d robbers, to the 
terrour of whom in crofs ways were hung upon a high 
pofl certain chains of gold, as it were daring any one to 
take them thence ; fo that juflice lecmcd in his days not 
to fjoqrifli only, but to triumph : no man than he more 
frugal of two precious things in man's life, his time and 
his revenue ; no man wifer in the diq.'ofal of both. Hi§ 
time, the'day and night, he diftributcd by thg burning 
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of certain tapers into three equal portions; tne one was 
for devotion, the other for public or private affairs, the 
third for bodily refrefhnvent ; how each hour pafled, he 
was put in mind by one ivho had that office. His whole 
annual revenue, which his firfl, care was (hould be judly 
his own, he dtvide4 into two equal parts \ the firft he 
employed to fecular ufes, and fubdivided thofc into 
three, the firft to pay his foldiers, houlehold fervant^ 
and guard, of which divided into three bands, one at* 
tended monthly by turn ; the iecond was to pay his 
architects and workmen, whom he had got together of 
feveral nations ; for he was alfo an elegant builder, above 
the cuftom and conceit of Engliihmen in thofe days : the 
third he had in readinefs to relieve or honour ftrangera 
according to their worth, who came from all parts to fee 
him, and to live under him. The other equal part qf 
his yearly wealth he dedicated to religious ufes, thofe of 
four forts ; the Brft to relieve the poor, the fecond to the 
building and maintenance of two monafteries, the third 
of a ichool, where he had periuaded the fons of many 
noblemen to ftudy facred knowledge and liberal arts, 
fomc lay at Oxford *; the fourth was for tfie relief, of 
foreign churches, as far as India to ttie Qirine of St. 
Thomas, fending thither Sigelm bi(hop of Sheiburp, 
who both returned fafe, and brought wit^ him nicny 
rich gems and fpices ; gifts alfo and a letter he received 
from the patriarch at Jerufalem ; fcnt many to Romf , 
and from them received relics. Thus farj and much 
more might be faid of his noble mind, which rendered 
him the mirror of princes i his body was difeafed in hjs 
]routh with a great forenefs in the fiege, and that ceafing 
of itfelf, with another inward pain of unknown caufe, 
which held him by frequent fits to his dying day : yet 
not difenabled to fuflain thofc many glorious labours of 
his life both in peace and war^ 

EDWARD the Elder. 

« 

Edward the fon of Alfred fuccceded -f , in learning not 
e<|ual, in power and extent of dominion furpafiing his 
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father. The beginning of his reign bad much difturb- 
ance by Ethelwald an ambitious young man *, foh of 
the king's uncle, or coufin german, or brother, for his 
genealogy is varioully delivered. He vainly avouching 
to liavc equal right with Edward of fqcceffion to the 
crown poifefled himfelf of Winburn in Dorfet f, and 
another town diverily named, giving out that there he 
would live or die ; but encompafled with the king's 
forces at Badbury a place nigh, his heart failing him, he 
ftole out by night, and fled to the Danilh army beyond 
Humber. The king fent after him, but not overtaking, 
found his wife in the town, whom he had married out 
of a nunnery, and commanded her to be lent back thi- 
ther. \ About this time the Kentifh men againft a multi- 
tude of Danilh pirates fought profperoufly at a place 
. called Holme, as Hoveden records, Ethelwald, aided by 
the Northumbrians with (hipping, three years after §, 
failing to the Eaft-Angles, perfuaded the Danes there to 
fall into the king's territory, who marching with him as 
far as Crecklad, and pafling the Thames there, wafted as 
far beyond as they durft venture, and laden with fpoils 
returned homew The king with his powers making 
fpeed after them, between the Dike and Oufe, fuppofed 
to be Suffolk and Cambridgefbire, as far as the fens 
northward, laid wafte all before him. Thence intending 
to return, he commanded that all his army Qiould fol- 
low him clofe without delay ; but the Kentifli mtn, 
though often called upon, lagging behind, the Danilh 
army prevented them, and joined battle with the king:, 
where duke Sigulf and earl Sigelm, with many other of 
the nobles were flain ; on the Danes part, Eoric their 
king, and Ethelwald the author of this war, with others 
of high note, and of them greater number, but with 
great ruin on both fides j yet the Danes kept in their 
power the burying of their flain. Whatever followed 
upon this conflift, which we read' not, *the king two 
years after with the Danes |t, both of Eaft-Angles and 
Northumberland, concluded peace, which continued three 
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years, by whomfocvcr broken: for at the end thereof* 
king Edward, raifing great forces out of Weft-Sex and 
Mercja, fent them againft the Danes beyond Humber ; 
where fta3rin| five webks, they made great fpoil and 
ilaughter. Ihc king offered them terms of peace, but 
they rcjefting all entered with the next year into Merciaf , 
rendering no lefs hoftility than they had fuffered ; but at 
Tetnal in Staffordfliire, faith Florent, were by the Eng- 
WStk in a fet battle overthrown. King Edward, then in 
Kent, had got together of fljips about a hundred (ail, 
oAcrs gone ibuthward came back and met him. The 
Danes, now fuppofing that his main forces were upon 
the fea, took liberty to rove and plunder up and down, 
as hope of prey led them, beyond Severn. J The king 
gueffing what might embolden them, fent before him 
the lighteft of his army to entertain them; then follow- 
ing with the reft, fet upon them in their return over 
Cantbrig in Glouccfterftiire, and flew many thouiandB, 
among whom Ecwiis, Hafden, and Uinguar their kings, 
and many other harfh names in Huntingdon ; the place 
alfo of this fight isvarioufly written, by Ethelwerd and 
Florent called Wodensfield. § The year following, Ethred 
the duke of Mercia, to whom Alfred had given London, 
with his daughter in marriage, now dying, king Edward 
refumed that city, and Oxtbrd, with the countries ad- 
joining, into his own hands; and the year after | 
built, or much repaired by his foldiers, the town of 
Hertford on either fide Lee; and having a fufficient 
number at the work, marched about middle fummer 
with the other part of his forces into Effcx, and en- 
camped at Maldon, while his foldiers built Witham; 
where a good part of the countrj^ fubjeft formerly to 
the Danes, yielded themfelves to his protedion. ♦* Four 
years after (Florent allows but one year) the Danes " 
firom Leicefl^r and Northampton, falling into Oxford- 
(bire, committed much rapine, and in fome towns there- 
of great (laughter; while another party wafting Hert^ 
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fordftiire, met with other fortune: for the country 
people, inured now to fucb kind of incuriions, joining 
ftoutly together, fell upon the fpoilers, and recovered 
their own goods, with fome booty frpm their enemies. 
About the fame time Elfled the king's fifter fent her 
army of Mercians into Wales, who routed the Welfti *, 
took the caftle of Bricnan-mere by Brecknock, and 
brought away the king's wife of that country, with 
other prifoners. Not long after (he took Derby fix)m 
the Danes, and the caille by a (harp aflault f But the 
year enfuing brought a new fleet of Danes to Lidwic in 
Devon(hire, under two leaders, Otter and Roald; who 
failing thence weftward about the land's end, came up to 
the mouth of Severn; there landing wafted the Wel(h 
co'aft, and Irchenfield part of Hcreford(hire ; where they 
took Kuneleac a Britifh biftiop, for whofe ranfom king 
Edward gave forty pound : but the men of Hereford 
and Gloticefter(hire a(rembling put them to flight ; flay- 
ing Roald and the brother of Otter, with many more, 
purfued them to a wood, and there be(et compelled them 
to give ho(tages of prefcnt departure. The king with 
his army fat not far off, fecuring from the fouth of Se* 
vcm to Avon ; fo that openly they durft not, by night 
they twice ventured to land ; but found fuch welcome 
that few of them came back ; the reft anchored by a 
fmall ifland, where many of them famL(hed; then (ail- 
ing to a place called Deomed, they crofled into Ireland. 
The king with his army went to Buckingham, ftaid 
there a month, and built two caftles or forts on either 
bank of Oufe ere his departing; and Turkitel a Danilh 
leader, with thofe of Bedford and Northampton, yielded 
him fubjedtion. % Whereupon the ' next year he came 
with his army to the town of Bedford, took pofle(fion 
thereof, ftaid there a month, and gave, order to build 
another part of the town, on the fouth fide of Oufe^ 
^ Thence the year following went again to Maldon, re- 
paired and fortified the town. Turkitel the Dane hav« 
ing fmall hope to thrive here, where things with fuch 
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prudence were managed againfl his intereft, got leave of 
the king, with as many voluntaries as would follow him, 
to pafs into France. * Early the next year king Edward 
reedified Tovechefter, now Torchefter; and another city 
in the annals called Wigingmere. Mean-while the Danes 
in Lcicefter and Northamptonfliire, not liking perhaps to 
be neighboured with ftrong towns, laid ficge to Torchef- 
ter; but they within repelling the aflault one whole 
day. till fupplies came, quitted the fiege by night; and 
purfued clofe by the befieged, between Birnwud and 
AUfbury were furpriled, many of them made prifoners, 
and much of their baggage loft. Other of the Danes at 
Huntingdon, aided from the Eaft-Angles, finding that 
caftle not commodious, left it, and built another at 
Temsford, judging that place more opportune from 
whence to make their excurfions ; and (oon after went 
forth with defign to aflfail Bedford : but the garrifon if- 
fuing out flew a great part of them, the reft fled. After 
this a greater army of them, gathered out of Mcrcia and 
the Elaft- Angles, came and befieged the city called Wig- 
ingmere a whole day; but finding it defended ftoutly 
by them within, tlience alfo departed, driving away 
much of their cattle: whereupon the Englifli, from 
towns and ciiics round about joining forces, laid ficge 
to the town and caftle of Temsford, and by afTault tool; 
both i flew their king with Toglea a duke, and Mannaa 
his ion an earl, with all the reft there found; who chofe 
to die rather than yield. Encouraged by this, the men 
of Kent, Surrey, and part of Eflex, enterprife the fiegc 
of Colchefter, nor gave over till they won it, facking the 
town and putting to fword all the Danes therein, except 
fome who efcaped over the wall. To the fuccour of 
thefe a great number of Danes inhabiting ports and 
other towns in the Eaft-Angies united their force ; but 
coming too late, as in revenge beleagured Maldon : but 
that town alfo timely relieved, they departed, not only 
fruftrate of their defign, but fo hotly purfued, that many 
thoufands of them loft their lives in the flight. Forth- 
with king Edward with his Weft-Saxons went to Pafs- 
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ham upon Oufc, there to guard the paflagc, while others 
were building a (lone wall about Torchefter; to hrm 
there earl Thurfert, and other lord Danes, with their 
army thereabout, as far as Weolud, came and fubmitted. 
Whereat the king's foldiers joyfully cried out to be dif- 
mifled home : therefore with another part of them he 
entered Huntingdon, and repaired it, where breaches 
had been made ; all the people thereabout returning to 
obedience. The like was done at Colchefter by the next 
remove of his army; after which both Eaft and Weft- 
Angles, and the Danifh forces among them, yielded to 
the king, fwearing allegiance to him both by fea and 
land: the army alfo of Danes at Grantbrig, furrender- 
ing themfelves, took the fame oath. The fummer fol- 
lowing * he came with his army to Stamford, built a 
cattle there on the fouth fide of the river, where all the 
people of thefe quarters acknowledged him fupreme. 
During his abode there, Elfled his fifter, a martial wo- 
man, who after her hufband's death would no more 
marry, but gave herfelf to public affairs, repairing and 
fortifying many towns, warring (bmetimes, died at 
Tamworth the chief feat of Mercia, whereof ^>y gift of 
Alfred her father (he was lady or queen ; whereby that 
whole nation beqame obedient to king Edward, as did 
alfo North Wales, with Howel, Cledaucus, and Jeoth- 
well, their kings. Thence pafling to Nottingham,^ he 
entered and repaired the town, placed there part Erig- 
lifh, part Danes, and received fealty from all in Mercia 
of either nation, f The next autumn, coming with his 
army into Chefhire, he built and fortified Thelwel; and 
while he ftaid there, called another army out of Mercia, 
which he fent to repair and fortify Mancheftcr. J About 
midfummer following he marched again to Notting- 
ham, built a town over againft it on the fouth fide of 
that river, and with a bridge joined them both ; thence 
. journied to a place called Bedecanwillan in Piftland ; 
there alfo built and fenced a city on the borders, where 
the king of Scots did him honour as to his fovereign| 
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together with the whole Scottilh nation; the like did 
Reginald and the fon of Eadulf, Danifli princes, with all 
the Northumbrians, both Englilh .and Danes. The king 
alfo of a people thereabout called Streatgledwalli (the 
North- Wclfli, as Camden thinks, of Strat-Cluid in Dcn- 
bighlhire, perhaps rather the Britifti of Cumberland) did 
him homage, and not undeferved. * For Buchanan 
himfelf confeffes, that this king Edward, 'with a fmall 
number of men compared to his enemies, overthrew in 
a great battle the whole united power both of Scots and 
Danes, flew mod of the Scottilh nobility, and forced 
Malcolm, whom Conflantine the Scotch king had made 
general, and defigned heir of his crown, to lave himfelf 
by flight fore wounded. Of the EngliQi he makes Athel- 
ftan the fon of Edward chief leader ; and fo far feems to 
confound times and aftions, as to make this battle the . 
fame with that fought by Athelftan about twenty four 
years after at Bruneford, againft Anlaf and Conflantine, 
whereof hereafter. But here Buchanan f takes occafion 
to inveigh againft the EngliQi writers, upbraiding them 
with ignorance, who affirm Athelftan to have been fu- 
preme king of Britain, Conftantine the ScottiQi king 
with others to have held of him : and denies that in the 
annals of Marianus Scotus any mention is to be found 
thereof; which 1 (hall not ftand much to contradi6t, for 
in Marianus, whether by furname or by nation Scotus, 
will be found as little mention of any other Scottifli af- 
fairs, till the time of king Dunchad flain by Machetad, or 
Macbeth, in the year 1040: which gives caufe of fufpi- 
cion, that the affairs of Scotland before that time were 
fo obfcure, as to be unknown to their own countr}^men, 
who lived and wrote his chronicle not long after. But 
king Edward thus nobly doing, and thus honoured, the 
year J following died at Farendon; a builder and re- 
ftorcr even in war, not a deftroyer of his land. He had 
by feveral wives many children; his eldeft daughter Ed- 
gith he gave in marriage to Charles king of France, 
grandchild of Charles the Bald above-mefitioned ; of the 
reft in place convenient. His laws are yet to be feen. 

• Bach. 1. 6. t B«ch. I.^ J Pofl Chriil. 925. Sax. an. 
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He was buried at Winchefter, in the monaftery, by Al- 
fred his father. And a few days after him died Ethel- 
werd his eldeft fon, the heir of his crown. He had the 
whole ifland in fubjeftion, yet fo as petty kings reigned 
under him *. In Northumberland, after Ecbcrt whom 
the Danes had fet up, and the Northumbrians, yet un- 
ruly under their yoke, at the end of fix years had expel- 
led, one Ricfig was kt up king, and bore the name 
three years; then another Ecbert, and Guthred; the 
latter, if we believe legends, of a fervant made king 
by command of St. Cudbcrt, in a vifion ; and enjoined 
by another vifion of the fame faint, to pay well for his 
royalty many lands and privileges to his church and mo- 
naftery. But now to the ftory. 

ATHELSTAN. 

Athelstan, next in age to Ethelward his brother, 
who deceafed untimely few days before, though born 
of a concubine, yet for the great appearance of many 
virtues in him,- and his brethren being yet linder 
age, was exalted to the throne at Kingfton upon 
Thames, f and by his father's Lift will, faith Malmf- 
bury, yet not without feme oppofition of one Al- 
fred and his accomplices ; who not liking he fhould 
reign, had confpired to feize on him after his father*s 
death, and to put out his eyes. But the confpirators 
difcovered, and Alfred, denymg the plot, § was fent to 
Ropie, to aflert his innocence before the pope ; wher^ 
taking his oath on the altar, he fell down immediately, 
and carried out by his fcr\'ants, three days after died. 
Mean-while beyond Humber the Danes, though much 
awed, were not idle. Inguald, one of their kings, took 
pofleflion of York; Sitric, who fome years || before had 
flain Niel his brother, by force took Davenport in Che- 
Ihire ; and however he defended thefe doings, grew fo 
inconfiderable, J that Athelftan with great folemnity 
gave him his fifter Edgith to wife: but he enjoyed her 
not long, dying ere the year's end ; nor his fens Anlaf 
and Guthfert the kingdom, driven out the next ** year 

• Sim. Dun. f Poft ChrifL 926. § Malmf. || Sim. Dun. 
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by Athelftan : not unjuftly faith Huntingdon, as being 
firft raifers of the war. Simeon calls him Gudfrid a 
Britifh king, whom Athelftan this year drove out of his 
kingdom; and perhaps they were both one, the name 
and time hot much differing, the place only miftaken. 
Malmfbury differs in the name alfo, calling him Adulf a 
certain rebel. Them alfo I wilh as much miftaken, who 
write that Athelftan, jealous of his younger brother Ed- 
win's towardly virtues, left added to the right of birth 
they might fome time or other call in queftion his ille- 
gitimate precedence, caufcd him to be drowned in the 
fea^; expofed, fome Giy, with one fer\ant in a rotten 
bark, without fail or oar > where the youth far off land, 
and in rough weather defpairing, threw himfelf over- 
board ; the fervant, more patient, got to land, and re- 
ported the fuccefs. But this Malmft)ury confeffes to be 
lung in old fongs, not read in warrantable authors: and 
Huntingdon fpeaks as of a fad accident to Athelftan, that 
he loft his brother Edwin by fea; far the more credible, 
in that Athelftan, as it is written by all, tenderly loved 
and bred up the reft of his brethren, of whom be had 
no Icfs caule to be jealous. And the year f following he 
profpered better than from fo foul a faft, paffing into 
Scotland with great puilTance, both by fea and land, and 
chafing his enemies before him, by land as far as Dunfe- 
odcr and Wertermore, by fea as far as Cathnefs. The 
caufe of this expedition, faith Malmft)ury, was to de* 
mand Guthfert the fon of Sitric, thither fled, though 
not denied at length by Conftantinc, who with Eu- 
gcnius king of Cumberland, at a place called Dacor or 
Dacre in that fhire, furrendered himfelf and each his 
kingdom to Athelfbxn, who brought back with hint 
for hollage the fon of Conftantine§. But Guthfert 
cfcaping m the mean while out of Scotland, and Con- 
ibotine, cxafperatcd by this invafion, perfuaded Anlaf, 
the other fon of Sitric, then fled into Ireland, ([others 
write Anlaf king of Ireland and the Ifles, his fon- 
io-law, with fix hundred and fifteen fhips, and the king 
of Cumberland -.vith other forces, to his aid. This within 

* PoR Chrift. 933. Sim. Dua. f Po(l Chrid. 934. S^x. an. Sim. 
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four years * effefted, they entered England by Humber, 
and fought with Atlielftan at a place called Wendunc, 
others term it Brunanburg, others Bruneford, which 
Ingulf places beyond Huniber, Camden in Glcndale of 
Northumberland on the Scotch borders ; the bloodied 
fight, fay authors, that ever this ifland (aw : to defcrib^ 
which the Saxon annalift, wont to be fober and fuccin/St, 
whether the fame or another writer, now labouring 
under the weight of his argument, and overcharged, 
runs on a fuddcn into fuch extravagant fancies and me- 
taphors, as bear him quite bcfide the fcope of being 
underftood. Huntingdon, though himfelf peccant 
enough in this, kind, tranfcribes him word for word as 
a paftime to his readers. I (hall only fum up what of 
him I can attain, in ufual language. The battle was 
fought eagerly from morning to night; fome fell of 
king Edward's old army, tried in many a battle before ; 
but on the other fide great multitudes, the reft fled to 
their fliips. Five kings, and feven of Anlafs chief cap- 
tains were llain on the place, with Froda a Norman 
leader ; Conftantine efcaped home, but loft his fon in the 
fight, if I undcrftand my author ; Anlaf by fea to Dub- 
lin, with a fmall remainder of his great hoft. Malmf- 
bury relates this w^ar, adding many circumftanccs after 
this manner : that Anlaf, joining with Conftantine and 
the whole power of Scotland, befides thofe which he 
brought with him out of Ireland, came en for fouth- 
wards, till Athelftan, who had retired on fet purpofe to 
be the furer of his enemies, enclofed from all fuccour 
and retreat, met him at Bruneford. Anlaf perceiving 
the valour and refolution of Athelftan, and miftrufting 
his own forces, though numerous, refolved firft to fpy 
in what pofture his enemies lay: and imitating perhaps 
what he heard attempted by king Alfred the age before, 
in the habit of a mufician, got acccfs by his lu^e and 
voice to the king's tent, there playing both the minftrel 
and the fpy: then towards evening difmifled, he was ob- 
ferved by one who had been his foldier, and well knew 
him, viewing earneftly the king's tent, and what ap- 
proaches lay about it, then in the twilight to depart. 

* Pofi Chrift. 038. Sax. an. Malmf. 

The 



BookV. 7he Hifiory of England. 1 93 ^ 

Tbe ibldier forthwith acquaints the king, and by hina 
blamed for letting go bis enenay, anfwcred, that he had 
given firfl; his mihtary oath to Aniaf, whom if he had be- 
trajred, the king might fufpetSt him of like treafonous 
mind towards himfelf; which to difprove, he advifed 
him to remove his tent a good di (lance off: and 
ib done, it happened that a bilhop, with his retinue 
€X>ming that night to the army, pitched his tent in 
the fame place from whence the king had removed. 
Aplaf, coming by night as he had deiigned, to 
afliult the camp, and efpecially the king's tent, finding 
there the bifhop inflead, flew him with all his followers. 
Athelftan took the alarm, and as it feems, was not found 
fo unprovided, but that the day now appearing, he put 
his men in order, and maintained the fight till evening; 
wherein Conftantine himfelf was flain with five other 
kings, and twelve earls ; the annals were content with 
(even, in the reft not difagrceing. Ingulf abbot of Croy- 
land, from the authority of Turketul a principal leader 
in this battle, relates it more at large to this efFeft : That 
Athelftan, above a mile diftant from the place where exe- 
cution was done upon the biOiop and his fupplies, alarm* 
cd at the noife, came down by break of day upon Anlaf' 
and his army, overwatched and wearied now with the 
flauKhter they had made, and fomething out of order» 
yet m two main battles. The king, therefore in like man- 
ner dividing, led the one part, confifting moft of Weft 
Saxons, againft Anlaf with his Danes and Irifti, commit- 
ting the other to his chancellor Turketul, with the Mer- 
cians and Londoners, againft Conftantine and his Scots. 
Tbe (bower of arrows and darts overpafTed, both battles 
attacked each other with aclofe and terrible engagement, 
for a long fpace neither fide giving ground. Till the 
chancellor Turketul, a man of great ftature and ftrength, 
taking with him a few Londoners of feleft valour, and 
Singin who led the Worcefterfhire men, a captain of 
undaunted courage, broke into the thickeft, making his 
way firft through the Pids and Orkeners, then through 
the Cumbrians and Scots, and came at length where 
Conftantine himfelf fought, unhorfed him, and ufed all 
means to take him alive \ but the Scots valiantly defend- 
Vol. IV. O ing 
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ing their king, and laying load upon Turketul, which 
the goodnefs of his armour well endured, he had yet 
been beaten down, had not Singin his faithful fecond at 
the fame time (lain Conftantine; which once known, 
Anlaf and the whole army betook them to flighty 
whereof a huge multitude fell by the fword. This Tur- 
ketui, not long after leaving worldly affairs, became ab- 
bot of Croyland, which at his own coft he had repaired 
from Danifh ruins, and left there this memorial of his 
former aftions. Athelftan with his brother Edmund 
victorious thence turning into Wales, with much more 
cafe vanquiflied Ludwal the king, and poffcffed his land# 
But Malmfbury writes, that commiferating human 
chance, as he displaced, fohe reftored both him and Con- 
ftantine to their regal ftate : for the furrender of king 
Conftantine hath been above fpoken of. However the 
Wellh did him homage at the city of Hereford, and 
covenanted yearly payment of gold twenty pound, of 
filver three hundred, of oxen twenty five thoufand, be- 
fides hunting dogs and hawks. He alfo took Exeter 
from the Comifti Britons, who till that time had equal 
right there with the Englilh, and bounded them with 
the river Tamar, as the other Britilh with Wey. Thus 
dreaded of his enemies, and renowned far and near, 
three years * after he died at Glouccfter, and was buried 
with many trophies at Malmfbury, wliere he had caufed 
to be laid- his two coufin germans, El win and Ethelftan, 
both (lain in the battle againft Anlaf. He was thirty years 
old at his coming to the crown, mature in wifdom from 
his childhood, comely of perfon and behaviour; (b that 
Alfred his grandfatlier in blefling him was wont to pray 
he might live to have the kingdom, and put him yet a 
child into foldier's habit. He had his breeding in the 
court of Lifted his aunt, of whofe virtues more than fe- 
male we have related, fulficient \o evince that his mother, 
though faid to be no wedded wife, was yet fuch of 
parentage and worthy as the royal line difdaincd not, 
thought the fong went in Malm(bury*s days (for it feems 
he refufed not the authority of ballads for want of bet- 
ter) that his mother was a farmer's daughter, but of cx- 
• Poll Chrill. 941. Sax. an. MalroC Ingulf. 
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ceUent feature; who dreamed one night (he brought 
forth a moon that fhould enlighten the whole land: 
which the king's nurfe hearing of took her home and 
bred up courtly ; that the king, coming one day to vifit 
his nurfe faw there this damfel, liked her, and by carn- 
cft fuit prevailing, had by her this famous Athelftan, a 
bounteous, juft and affable king, as Mahnibury fets him 
forth, nor Icfs honoured abroad by foreign kings, who 
fought his friendfhip by great gifts or affinity ; that 
Harold king of Noricum fent him a (hip whofe prow 
was of gold, fails purple, and other golden things, the 
more to be wondered at, fent from Noricum, whether 
meant Norway or Bavaria, the one place fo far from 
flich fuperfluity of wealth, the other from all fea: the 
embafTadors were Helgrim and Offrid, who found the 
king at York. His (ifters iie gave in marriage to great- 
eft princes; Elgif to Otho Ion of Henry the emperor; 
Egdich to a certain duke about the Alps ; Edgiv to Lud- 
wic king of Aquitain, fprung of Charles the Great; 
Ethilda to Hugo king of France, who fent Aldulf ion of 
Baldwin earl ot Flanders ro obtain her. From all theie 

freat fuitors, ef|>ccially from the emperor and king of 
ranee, came rich prefcnts, horfcs of excellent breed, 
goigeous. trappings and armour, relics, jewels, odours, 
vefleis of onyx, and other precious things, which 1 leave 
poetically dcfcribod in Malm(bury, taken, as he confelFcs, 
out of an old vcriitier, fome of whofe verles he recites. 
The only blemifli left upon him was the expo(ing his 
brother Edwin, who di fa vowed, by oath the treafon 
whereof he was accufed, and implored an equal hearing. 
But thefe were fongs, as before hath been faid, which 
add alfo that Athelftan, his anger over, foon repented of 
the fa&, and put to death his cupbearer, who had in- 
duced him to fufped and expo(e his brother ; put in 
mind by a word falling from the cupbearer's own mouth, 
who flipping one day as he bore the king's cup, and re- 
covering himfelf on the other leg, fald aioud fitally, as 
to him it proved, one brother helps the other. Which 
*'ords the king laying to heart, and pondering how ill 
^^ had done to make away his brother, avenged hinilclf 
firilon the adviler of that faft, took on him Icven years 
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penance, and as Mat. We(L faith, built two monafteries 
tor the foul of his brother. His laws are ^extant among 
the laws of other Saxon kings to this day. 

EDMUND. 

Edmund not above eighteen years* old fucceeded his 
brother Athelftan, in courage not inferior. For in the 
iecond of his reign he freed Mcrcia of the Danes 
that remained there, and took from them the cities of 
Lincoln, Nottingham, Stamford, Derby, and Leicefter, 
where they were placed by king Edward, but it feems 
gave not good proof of their fidelity. Simeon writes, 
that Anlaf letting forth from York, and having wafted 
fouthward as far as Northampton, was met by Edmund 
at Ijeicefter ; but that ere the battles joined, peace was 
made between them by Odo and Wulftan the two arch- 
bifhops, with converfion of Anlaf; for the fame year 
Edmund received at the fontftone this or another Anlaf, 
as faith Huntingdon, not him fpoken of before, who 
died this year (lb uncertain they are in the flory of thefe 
times alfo) and held Reginald another king of the Nor- 
thumbcrs, while the bifliop confirmed him : their limits 
were divided north and fouth by Watlingflrect* But 
fpiritual kindred little availed to keep peace between 
them, whoever gave the caufe ; for we read him two 
years f after driving Anlaf (whom the annals now firft 
cafl the fon of Sitric) and Suthfrid fon of Reginald out 
of Northumberland, taking the whole country into fub- 
jeftion. Edmund the next § year harafTed Cumberland, 
then gave it to Malcolm king of Scots, thereby bound to 
affifl him in his wars, both by fea and land. Mat. Weft. 
adds, that in this aftion Edmund had the aid of Leolin 
prince of North Wales, againft Dummail;the Cumbrian 
king, him depriving of his kingdom, and his two fons of 
their fight. But the year || after, he himfelf by ftrange 
accident came to an untimely death :.feafling with his 
nobles on St. Auftin's day at Puclekerke in Glouceftef, 
to celebrate the memory of his firft converting the Sax- 
ons; he fpied Leof a noted thief, whom he had banifhed, 
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fitting among his guefts : whereat traofported with too 
much vehemence of fpirit, though in a juft caule, rifing 
firom the table he run upon tho thief^ and catching 
bis hair, piilled him to the ground. The thief, who 
doubted from fuch liandhog no lefs than his death in- 
tended, thought to die not unrevcnged ; and with a Ihoit 
dagger flruck the king, who ftill laid at him, and little 
expefted fuch affaffinalion, mortally into the brcaft. The 
matter was done in a moment, ere men fat at table could 
turn them, or imagine at firft what the ftir meant, till 
perceiving the king deadly wounded, they flew upon 
the murderer and hewed him to pieces ; who like a wild 
bead at a bay, feeing himfelf furrounded, dcfperately 
laid about him, wounding fome in his fall. The king 
was buried at Glafton, whereof Dunftan was then abbot; 
his laws yet remain to be feen among the laws of other 
Saxon kings. 

EDRED. 

EoRED, the third brother of Athelftan, the fons of 
Edmund being yet but children, next reigned, not de- 
generating from his worthy prcdeceiTors, and crowned 
at Kingfton. Northumberland he thoroughly fubdued> 
the Scots without refufal Iwore him allegiance ; yet the 
Northumbrians, ever of doubtful faith, loon after choie 
to themfelves one Eric a Dane. Huntingdon dill haunts 
us with this Anlaf (of whom we ^adly would hare been 
rid) and will have him before Eric recalled once mora 
and reign four years *, then again put to his (hift& But 
Edred entering into Northumberland, and with fpoils 
returning, Eric the king fell upon his rear. Edred turn* 
ing about, both (hook off the enemy, and prepared to 
make a (econd inroad : which the Northumbrians dread** 
ing reje(fted Eric, flew Amancus the Ion of Anlaf* and 
with many prefents appeafing Edred, fubmitted again to 
his government f ; nor from that time had kings» but 
were governed by earls, of whom Ofulf was the firlL. 
§ About this time Wulilan archbiihop of York, accufed 
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to have flain certain men of Thctford in revenge of their 
abbot, whom the townfmen had flaln, was committed 
by the king to clofe'cuftody; but foon after enlarged, 
was reftored to his place. Malmlbury writes, that his 
crime was to have connived at the revolt of his country- 
men : but king Edred two years after, ^ fickening in the 
flower of his youth, died much lamented, and was buried 
at WincSefter# 

EDWI. 

Edwi, the fon of Edmund, now come to agefi after 
his uncle Edred's death took on him the government, 
and was crowned at Kingfton. His lovely perlbn fur- 
named him the fair, his aftions are diverfely reported, 
by Huntingdon not thought illaudable. But Malmlbury 
and fuch as follow him write far otherwife, that he mar- 
ried, or kept as concubine, his near kinfwoman §, fome 
fay both her and her daughter ; fo inordinately given to 
his pleafure, that on the veiy day of his coronation he ab- 
ruptly withdrew himfelf fro;n the company of his peers, 
whether in banquet or confultation, to fit wantoning in 
the chamber with his Algiva, fo was her name, who had 
fuch power over him. Whereat his barons offended fent 
biOiop Dunftan, the boldeft among them, to requeft his 
return : he, going to the chamber, not only interrupted 
his dalliance, and rebuked the lady, but taking him by the 
hand, between force and perfuafion brought him back 
to his nobles. The king highly difplealed ||, and infti" 
gated perhaps by her who was fo prevalent with him,, 
not long after fent Dunfbm into banifhment, caufed his 
monaftery to be rifled, and became an enemy to all 
monks and friars. Whereupon Odo archbilhop of Can- 
terbury pronounced a leparation or divorce of the king 
from Algiva. But that which moil incited William w 
Malmlbury againfl: him, he gave that monaftery to be 
dwelt in by fecular priefts, or, to ufc his own phrafc, 
made it a ftable of clerks ; at length thefe affronts done 
to the church were fo refented by the people, that the 
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Mercians and Northumbrians revolted from Kim, and 
fet up Edgar his brother *, leaving to Edwi the Weft- 
Saxons only, bounded by the river Thames ; with grief 
whereof, as is thought, he foon after ended his days f , 
and was buried at Winchefter. Meanwhile § El(in» 
biOiop of that place, after the death of Odo afcending by 
fimony to the chair of Canterbury, and going to Home 
the fame year for his pall, was frozen to death in the Alps. 

EDGAR. 

Edgar by his brother*s death now U king of all Eng- 
land at fixteen years of age, called home Dunftan out of 
Flanders, where he lived in exile. This king had no 
war all his reign; yet always well prepared for war, 
governed the kmgdom in great peace, honour and prof- 
pcrity, gaining thence the furname of peaceable, much 
extolled for juftice, clemency,, and all kingly virtues J, 
the more, ye may be fure, by monks, for his building 
fo many monafteries ; as fome write, every year one : 
for he much favoured the monks againft fecular priefts, 
who in the time of Edwi had got pofleflion in moft of 
their convents. His care and wifdom was great in 
guarding the coaft round with ftout (hips to the number 
of three thoufand fix hundred. Mat. Weft, reckons 
them four thoufand eight hundred, divided into four 
fquadrons, to fail to and fro, about the four quarters of 
the land^ meeting each other; the firft of twelve hun- 
dred lail ixpm eaft to weft, the fecond of as many 
from weft to eaft, the third and fourth between north 
and fouth ; himfelf in the fummer time with his fleet. 
Thus he kept out wifely the force of ftrangers, and pre- 
vented foreign war, but by their too frequent refort hi- 
ther in time of peace, and his too much favouring them, 
he let in their vices unaware. Thence the people, faith 
Malmfbury, learned of the outlandrlh Saxons rudencls, 
of the FlemiQi daintinefs and foftnefs, of the Danes 
drunkennefs; though I cfoubt thefe vices are as natu- 
rally homebred here as in any of thofc countries. Yet 
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in the winter and fpring time he ufually rode the circuit 
as a judge itinerant through all his provinces, to fecjnf- 
tice well adminiftered, and the poor not opprcfled. 
Thieves and robbers he rooted almoft out of the land, 
and 'Wild beads of prey altogether ; enjoining Ludwal, 
king of Wales, to pay the yearly tribute of three hun- 
dred wolves, which he did for two years together, till 
the third year no more were to be found, nor ever after % 
but his laws may be read yet extant. Whatever was 
the caufe, he was not crowned till the thirtieth of 
his age, but then with great fplendour and magnifi- 
cence at the city of Bath, in the feaft of Pentecoft. 
This year ^ died Swarling a monk of Croyland, in the 
hundred and forty-fccond year of his a^e, and another 
foon after Iwm in the hundred and fifteenth; in that 
fenny and waterifli air the more remarkable. King 
Edgar the nextf year went to Chefter, and fummoning 
to his court there all the kings that held of hiin, took 
homage of them: their names are Kened king of 
Scots, Malcolm of Cumberland, Maccufe of the Mes, five 
of Wales, Dufwal, Huwal, Grifith, Jacob, Judethil; 
thefe he had in fuch awe, that going one day into a gal- 
ley, he caufed them to take each man his oar, and row 
him down the river Dee, while he himfelf fat at the 
ftern; which might be done in merriment, and eafily 
obeyed j if with a ferious brow, difcovered rather vain- 
glory, and infulting haughtinefs, than moderation of 
mind. And that he did it feriouily' triumphing, ap- 
pears by his words then uttered, that his fucteflbrs might 
then glory to be kings of England, when they had fuch 
honour done them. And perhaps the divine power 
was difpleafed with him for taking too much honour 
to himfelf; fince we read, that J the year following he 
v^% taken out of this life by ficknefs in the height of 
his giory and the prime of his age, buried at Glafton, 
abbey. The fame year, as Mat. Weft relates, he gave 
to Kened, the Scottifh king, many rich prefents, and the 
whole country of Laudian, or Lothien, to hold of him 
on condition, that he and hi- fucceflbrs Ihould repair to 
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the Englilli court at high feflivals when the king fat 
crowned; gave him alfo many lodging places by the 
way, which till the days of Henry the fecond were f^ill 
held by the kings of Scotland. He was of ftature not 
tall, of body flender, yet fo well made, that in ftrength 
he cbofe to contend with fuch as were thought flrongeft, 
and dilliked nothing more, than that they (hould fpare 
him for refped, or fear to hurt him. Kened king of 
Scots, then in the court of Edgar, fitting one day at 
tablej was heard to fay jeftingly among his fervants, he 
wondered how fo many provinces could be held in fub* 
jedlion by fuch a little dapper man: his words were 
brought to the king's ear ; he fends for Kened as about 
fome private bufineis, and in talk drawing him forth to 
a (ecret place, takes from under his garment two fwords, 
which he had brought with him, gave one of them to 
Kened; and now, faith he, it (hall be tried which ought 
to be the fubjcft; for it is fliameful for a king to boafl 
mt table, and (brink in fight. Kened much abaihed fell 
piefently at his feet, and beibught him to pardon what 
he hadfimpiy fpoken, no way intended to his dilhonour 
or difparaeement ; wherewith the king was fatisfied. 
Camden, mhis defcription of Ireland, cites a charter of 
king Edgar, wherein it appears he had in fubje<^ion all 
the kingdoms of the ifles as far as Norway, and had fub- 
ducd the greateft part of Ireland with the city of Dub* 
lin : but of this other writers make no mention. In 
his youth having heard of Elfrida, daughter to Ordgar 
duke of Dcvonlhire, much commended for her beauty, 
he fent carl Athelwold, whofe loyalty he trufted mod, to 
ice her; intending, if (lie were found fuch as anfwered re- 
port, to demand her in marriage. He, at the firft view 
taken with her prefence, difloyally, as it oft happens in 
fuch employments, began to fue for himfelf ; and with 
con(cnt of her parents obtained her. Ileturning there- 
fore with fcarce an ordinary commendation of her fea- 
ture, he eafily took off the king's mind, foon diverted 
another way. But the matter coming to light how 
Athelwold bad foreftalled the king, and Elfrida*s beauty 
more and more fpoken of, che king now heated not 
only with a rclapfe of love» but with a deep feni'e of the 
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abufe, yet diflembling his difturbance, pleafantly told 
the earl, what day he meant to come and vifit him and 
his fair wife. The earl fecmingly allured his welcome, 
but in the mean while acquainting his wife, earneftly 
advifed her to deform herfelf what (lie might, either in 
drefs or otherwife, left the king, whofe amorous incli- 
nation was not unknown, (hould chance to be attrafted. 
JShe, who by this time was not ignorant, how Athel- 
wold had ftepped between her and the king, againft his 
coming arrays herfelf richly, ufing whatever art (he 
could devife might render her the more amiable ; and 
it took effeft. For the king, inflamed with her love 
the more for that he had been fo long defrauded and rob- 
bed of her, refoJved not only to recover his intercepted 
right, but to puiliih theinterloper of hisdeftined fpoufej 
and appointing with him as was ufual a day of hunting, 
drawn afide in a foreft, now called Harewood, fmote 
him through with a dart. Some cenfure this a6t as 
cruel and tyrannical, but confidered well, it may be 
judged more favourably, and that no man of fenfiblc 
fpirit but in his place, without extraordinary perfe&ion, 
would have done the like : for next to life what worfe 
treafon could have been committed againft him? It 
chanced that the earl's bafe fon coming by upon the faft, 
the king fternly alked him how he liked this game ; he 
fubmifsly anfwering, that whatfoever pleafed the king, 
muft not difpleafe him; the king returned to his wonted 
temper, took an affection to the youth, and ever after 
highly favoured him, making amends in the fon for 
what he had done to the father. Elfrida forthwith he 
took to wife, who to expiate her former hu(band*s 
death, though therein (he had no hand, covered the 
place of his bloodftied with a monaftery of nuns to (ing 
over him. Another fault is laid to his charge, no way 
cpccufable, that he took a virgin Wilfrida by force out 
of the nunnery, where (he was placed by her friends to 
avoid his purfuit, and kept her as his concubine ; but 
lived not obftinately in the offence ; for (harply reproved 
by Dunftan, he fubmitted to feven years penance, and 
for that time to want his coronation : but why he had 
it not before, is left unwritten. Another ftory there 
6 goe^ 
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goes of Edgar, fitter for a novel than a hiftory; but as i 
find it in Malmlbury, fo I relate it. While he was yet 
unmarried, in his youth he abftained not from women, 
and coming on a day to Andover, caufed a duke's 
daughter there dwelling, reported rare of beauty, to be 
brought to him. The mother not daring flatly to deny, 
yet abhorring that her daughter (hould be fo deflowered, 
at fit time of night fent in her attire one of her waiting 
maids: a maid it l?ems not unhandfome nor unwitty; 
who fupplied the place of her young lady. Night 
pafl!ed, the maid going to rife but daylight fcarce yet 
appearing, was by the king afked why (he made fuch 
bade; (he anfwered, to do the work which her lady 
had let her ; at which the king wondering, and with 
much ado (laying her to unfold the riddle, for he took 
her to be the duke's daughter, flie falling at his feet bc- 
fougbt him^ that fince at the command of her Lidy flic 
came to his bed, and was enjoyed by him, he would be 
pleafed in rccompence to fet her free from the hard ier- 
vice of her miftrefs. The king a while (landing in a 
Audj whether he had bed be angry or not, at length 
turnmg all to a jeft, took the maid away with him, ad- 
vanced her above her lady, loved her, and accompanied 
with her only, till he marred Elfrida. Thefe only are 
his &ults upon record, rather to be wondered how they 
were fo few, and fo foon left, he coming at fixteen to 
the licence of a fceptrc ; and that his virtues wdrc fo 
many and mature, he dying before the age wherein wif- 
dom can in others attain to any ripenefs: however, 
with him died all the Saxon glory. From henceforth 
nothing is to be heard of but their decline and ruin 
under a double conquefl:, and the caufes foregoing; 
which, not to blur or taint the prailes of their former 
adions and liberty well de(ended, (hall (land feverally 
related, and will be more than long enough for another 
book. 



THE END OF THE FIFTH EOOK. 



THE 



HISTORY OF BRITAIN 



THE SIXTH BOOK. 



Edward the Younger. 

EDWARD, the eldeft fon of Edgar by Egelfleda his 
firft wife, the daughter of duke Ordmer, was ac- 
cording to right and his father's will placed in the 
throne; Elfrida, his fecond wife, and her fadion only 
repining, who laboured to have had her fon Ethelred, a 
child of feven years, preferred before him; that (he 
under that pretence might have ruled all. Meanwhile 
comets were fcen in Heaven, portending not famine only^ 
which followed the next year, but the troubled (late of 
the whole realm not long after to enfuc. The troubles 
begun in Edwin's days, between monks and fecular 
priefts, now revived and drew on either fide many of 
the nobles into parties. For Elfere duke of the Mer- 
cians, with many other peers, corrupted as is laid with 
gifts ♦, drove the monks out of thofe monafteries where 
Edgar had placed them, and in their (lead put fecular 
priefts with their wives. But Ethelwin duke of Eaft- 
Angels, with his brother Elfwold, and earl Britnorth, 
oppofed them, and gathering an army defended the ab- 
beys of Eaft-Angles from fuch intruders. To appeafe 
thefe tumults, a fynod was called at Winchefter ; and, 
nothing there concluded, a general council both of no- 
bles and prelates was held at Cain in Wiltfhire, where 
while the difpute was hot, but chiefly againft Dunftan, 
the room wherein they fat fell upon their heads, killing: 
fome, maiming others, Dunftan only efcaping upon a 
beam that fell not, and the king abfent by realon of his 
tender age. This accident quieted the controverfy, and 
brought both parts to hold with Dunftan and the 
monks. Meanwhile the king addided to a religious 
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life, and of a mild fpirit, (imply permitted all things to 
the ambitious will of his ftepmother and her fon Ethel- 
red: to whom Ihe, difplealcd that the name only of 
king was wanting, pradtifed thenceforth to remove king 
•Edward out of the way j which in this manner (he 
brought about. Edward on a day wearied with hunt- 
ing, thirfty and alone, while his attendants followed the 
dog^, hearing that Ethelred and his mother lodged at 
Corve(gate, (Corfe caflle, faith Camden, in the ifle of 
Purbeck) innocently went thither. She with all (how 
of kindnefs welcoming him, commanded drink to be 
brought forth, for it feems he lighted not from his 
horfe; and while he was drinking, caufed one of her 
fervants, privately before inftrufted, to ftab him with a 
poniard. The poor youth, who little expedted fuch un- 
kindnefs there, turning fpeedily the reins, fled bleeding ; 
till through lofs of blood falling from his horfe, and ex« 
piling, yet held with one foot in the (lirrup, he was 
dragged along the way, traced by his blood, and buried * 
without honour at Werham, having reigned about three 
years : but the place of his burial not long after grew 
famous for miracles. After which by duke Elfere, 
(who, as 'Malm(bury faith ^, had a hand in his death) he 
was royally interred at Skepton or Shaftibury. The 
murderefs Elfrida, at length repenting, fpent the refi* 
due of her days in forrow and great penance. 

ETHELRED. 

ErHfiLREDy fecond fon of Edgar by Elfrida (for Ed- 
mund died a child) his brother Edward wickedly re* 
movedf was now next in right to fucceedf* and ac- 
cordingly crowned at Kingfton : reported by (bme, fair 
of vifi^, comely of perfon, elegant of behaviour§ ; but 
the event will (how, that with many lluggi(h and igno- 
ble vices he quickly (liamed his outfide ; born and pro- 
longed a fatal mifchief of the people, and the ruin of his 
ix)uxitry ; whereof he gave early figns from his firft in- 

• Foil Chrift. 978. Malmf. t Poft Cbrift. 979. MalmC 

% Florcnt. Sim. Dun. 

fancy. 



io6 Tthe Hiftory of England. Book VL 

fancy, bewraying the font and water while the bifhop 
was baptizing him. Whereat Dunftan much troubled, 
for he ftood by and faw it, to them next him broke 
into thefe words, " By God and God*s mother, this 
boy will prove a lluggard.'* Another thing is written of 
him in his childhooii ; which argued no bad nature, 
that hearing of his brother Edward's cruel death, he 
made loud lamentation ; but his furious -mother, of- 
fended therewith, and having no rod at hand, beat him 
fo with great wax-candles, that he hated the fight of 
them ever after. Dunftan though unwilling fet .the 
crown upon his head ; but at the fame time foretold 
openly, as is reported, the great evils that were to come 
upon him and the land, in avengement of his brother's 
innocent blood •. And about the lame time, one mid- 
night, a cloud fometimes bloody, fometimes fiery, was 
feen over all England; and within three years f the 
Danifli tempeft, which had long furceafed, revolved 
again upon this ifland. To the more ample relating 
whereof, the Danifli hiftory, at leaft their lareft and di- 
ligenteft hiftorian, as neither from the firft landing of 
Danes, in the reign of Weft-Saxon Brithric, fo now 
again from firft to laft, contributes nothing; bufied 
more than enough to make out the bare names and fuc- 
ceffions of their uncertain kings, and their fmall adtions 
at home : unlefs out of him I (hould tranfcribe what he 
takes, and I better may, from our own annals; the 
furer and the fadder witnefles of their doings here, not 
glorious, as tliey vainly boaft, but moft inhumanly bar- 
barous. X For the Danes well underftanding, that Eng- 
land had now a llothfiil king to their wifli, firft landing 
at Southampton from feven great ihips, took the town, 
fpoiled the country, and cairied away with them great 
pillage \ nor was Devonfliire and Cornwall uninfefted 
on the lhore§, pirates of Norway alfo harried the coaft 
of Weft-chefter : || and to add a worl'e calamity, the 
city of London was bun^r, cafually or not, is not writ- 
ten, f It chanced four years after, that Ethelred be- 

• Sim. Dun. f ^o^ thrift. 982. Malmf. J Eadmer. Florcnt. 
§ Hoved. II Sim. Dun. H^ved, ^ Pull Chrift. 986. 



Malmf. Ingulf. 



fieged 



Book VI. The Hiftory of England. 207 

fiegcd Rocheftcr; fome way or other offended by the 
bifhop thereof. Dunflan, not approving the caufe, fent 
to warn him that he provoke not St. Andrew the pa* 
tron of that city, nor wafte his lands ; an old craft of the 
dcfgy to fecure their church-lands, by entailing them 
on fome Saint : the king not hearkening, Dunflan, on 
this condition that the fiegc might be railed, fcnt him a 
hundred pounds, the mo ley was accepted and the fiege 
diflblved. Dunftan, reprehending his avarice, fent him 
again this word, '* Becaufe thou hall refpeftcd money 
more than religion, the evils which I foretold (hall the 
fooner come upon thee ; but not in my days, for lb God 
hath fpoken." The next year was calamitous *, bring- 
ing ftrange fluxes upon men, and murrain upon cattle. 
t Dunftan the year following died, a ftrenuous bifliop, 
zealous without dread of perlon, and for aught appears, 
the beft of many ages, if he bufied not him(elf too much 
in fecular affairs. He was chaplin at firft to king AtheU 
ftan, and Edmund who fucceeded, much employed in 
court-af{airs, till envied by fome who laid many things 
to his charge, he was by Edmund forbidden the court ; 
but by the earneft mediation, laith Ingulf, ofTurketul 
the chancellor, received at length to favour, and made 
abbot of Glafton; laftly by Fxlgar and the general vote, 
archbilhop of Canterbury. Not long after his death, 
the Danes arriving in Devonfhire wc^re met by Coda 
lieutenant of that country, and Strcnwold a valiant 
leader, who put back the Danes, but with lofs of their 
own lives. % The third year following, under the con- 
duft of Juftin and Guthmund the fon of Steytan, they 
landed and fpoilcd Ipfwich, fought with Britnoth duke 
of the Eaft -Antics about Maldon, where they flew him ; 
the flaughter elfe had been equal on botli fides. Thefe 
and the like depredations on every fide the Englifli not 
able to refift, by council of Siric then archbifliop of Can^ 
terbury, and two dukes Ethehvard and Alfric, it was 
though beft for the prcfent to buy that with filver, 
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which they could not gain with their iron ; and ten 
thoufand pounds was paid to the Danes for peace. 
Which for a while contented; but taught them the 
ready way how eaficft to come by more. ^ The next 
year but one, they took by ftorm and rifled Bebbanburg, 
an ancient city near Durham : failing thence to the 
mouth of Humber, they walled 'both fides thereof, York- 
ihire and Lindfey, burning and deftroying aU before 
them. Againft thefe went out three noblemen, Frana, 
Frithegifl, and Godwin ; but being all Danes by the 
father's fide, willingly began flight, and forfook their 
own forces betrayed to tlie enemy, f No Icfs treachery 
was at fea; for Alfric, the fon of Elfer duke of Mercia, 
whom the king for fome offence had baniflied, but now 
recalled, fent from London with a fleet to furprife the 
Danes, in fome place of difadyantage, gave them over 
night intelligence thereof, then fled to them himfelf ; 
which his fleet, faith Fiorent, perceiving, purfued, took 
the (hip, but miffed of his perfon ; the Londoners by 
chance grapling with the Eaft- Angles made them fewer, 
laith my author, by many thoufands. Others fay J, that 
by this notice of Alfric the Danes not only efcaped, but 
with a greater fleet fet upon the Englifh, took many of 
their (hips, and in triumph brought tliem up the 
Thames, intending to beficgc London : for Anlat king 
of Norway, and Swane of Denmark, at the head of 
thefe, came with ninety-four galleys. The king, for 
this treafon of Alfric, put out his fon's eyes ; but the 
Londoners both by land and water fo valiantly refitted 
their befiegers, that they were forced in one day, with 
great lofs to give over. But what they could not on 
the city, they wrecked themfelves on the countries 
round about, wafting with fword and fire all EflTex, 
Kent, and Suffex. Thence horfing their foot, diffufed 
far wider their outrageous incurfions, without mercy 
cither to fex or age. Theflothful king, inftead of war- 
like oppofition in the field, fends ambaffadors to treat 
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about another payment * ; the fum protliifed was now 
fizteen thoufand pounds ; till which paid, the Danes 
wintered at Southampton ; Ethelrcd inviting Anlaf to 
come and vifit him at Andoverf , where he was royally 
entertained, fome fay baptized^ or confirmed, adopted 
fon by the king, and difmiffed with great prefcnts, pro- 
minng by oath to depart and moleft the kingdom no 
more if; which he performed, but the calamity ended 
not fo, for after fome intermiflion of their r^e for three 
years §, the other navy of Danes failing about to the 
weft, entered Severn, and wafted one while South 
Wales, then Cornwall and Devonftiire, till at length 
they wintered about Taviftock. For it were an endlefs 
work to relate how . they wallowed up and down to 
every particular place, and to repeat as oft what devaf- 
tations they wrought, what defolations left behind 
them, eafy to be imagined. || In fum, the next year 
they affli^ed Dorfet(hire, Hamp(hire, and the Ifle of 
Wight; by the Englifli many refolutions were taken, 
many armies raifed, but either betrayed by the falfc- 
hood, or difcouraged by the weaknefs of their leaders, 
they were put to the rout or dift)anded themfelves. For 
(bidiers moft commonly are as their commanders, with- 
out much odds of valour in one nation or other, only as 
they are more or lets wifely difciplined and condudied. 
% The following year brought them back upon Kent, 
where they entered Medway, and befieged Rochefter ; 
but the Kentifh men aflen.bling gave them a (harp en- 
counter, yet that fufficed not to hinder them from do- 
ing as they liad done in other places. Againft thefe de- 
populations the king levied an army; but the unfkilful 
leaders not knowing what to do with it when they had 
it, did but drive out time, burdening and impove- 
rifhing the people, confuming the public treafure, and 
more emboldening the enemy, than if they had £it 
quiet at home. What caufe moved the Danes next ** 
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year to pafs into Normandy, is not recorded j but "that 
they returned thence more outrageous than before. 
Mean-while the king, to make fome diverfion, under- 
takes an expedition both by land and fea into Cumber- 
land| where the Danes were moft planted ; there and in 
the Ifle of Man, or, as Camden {aith, Anglefey, imitat- 
ing his enemies in fpoiling and unpeopling. The Danes . 
from Normandy, arriving in the river Ex, laid ficge to 
Exeter * ; but the citizens, as tbofe of London, valor- 
oufly defending themfelves, they wrecked their anger, 
as before, on the villages round about. The country 
people of Somcrfet and Devonfhire aflembling them- 
felves at Penho, fliowed their readinefs, but wanted a 
head ; and befides being then but few in number, were 
eafily put to flight; the enemy plundering all at will, 
with loaded fpoils pafled into the Ifle of Wight ; from 
whence all Dorfetflhire and Hampfliire felt again their 
fury* The Saxon annals write, that before their com- 
ing to Exeter, the Hampfliire men had a bickering with 
them fj wherein Ethelward the king's- general was flain, 
adding other things hardly to be underftood, and in one 
ancient copy ; fo end. Ethelred, whom no adverfity 
could awake from his foft and fluggifli life, ftill coming 
by the worfe at fighting, by the advice of his peers not 
unlike himfelf, fends one of his gay courtiers, though look- 
ing loftily, to ftoop bafely, and propofe a third tribute 
to the Danes: they willingly hearken, but the fum is 
enhanced now to twenty-four thoufand pounds, and paid ; 
the Danes thereupon abftaining from hoftility. But the 
king, to fl:rengthen his houfe by fome potent affinity, 
marries Emma J, whom the Saxons call Elgiva, daughter 
of Richard duke of Normandy. With him Ethelred 
formerly had war, or no good correfpondence, as ap- 
pears by a letter of pope John the fifteenth §, who 
made peace between them about eleven years before; 
puffed up now with his fuppofed accefs of (Irength by 
this affinity, he caufed the Danes all over England, 
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though now living peaceably *, in one day perfidioufly 
to be maflacred, both men, women, and children; fend- 
ing private letters to every town and city, whereby they 
might be ready all at the fame hour; which till the ap- 
pointed time (being the ninth of July) was concealed 
with great filence f i and performed with miich unani- 
mity; fo generally hated were the Danes. Mat. Weft, 
writesj that this execution upon the Danes was ten 
years after; that Huna, one of Ethelred's chief 
captains, complaining of the Danifh infolences in time 
of peace, their pride, their ravifhing of matrons and 
virgins, incited the king to this maifacre, which in 
the madnefs of rage made no difference of innocent 
or nocent. Among thefc, Gunhildis the fifter of Swane 
was not fpared, though much deferving not pity only, 
but all prote&ion : (he, with her hufband earl Palingus 
coming to live in England, and receiving chriftianity, 
had her hufband and young fon ilain before her face» 
herfelf then beheaded, foretelling and denouncing that 
h^r blood would coft England dear. | Some fay this 
was done by the traitor Edric, to whofe cuftody fhe was 
committed ; but the maffacre was fome years before 
Edric*s advancement ; and if it were done by him after- 
wards, it feems to contradift the private correfpondencc 
which he was thought to hold with the Danes. For 
Swane, breathing revenge, hafted the next year into 
England §, and by the treafon or negligence of count 
Hughy whom Emma had recommended to the govern* 
meat of Devonfhire, facked the city of Exeter, her wall 
from eaft to weft-gate broken down: after this wafting 
Wiltfhire, the f)eople of that county, and of Hampfhire, 
came together in great numbers with refolution ftoutly 
to oppofe him; but Alfric their general, \^hofe fon's 
eyes the king had lately put out, madly thinking to re- 
venge himfelf on the king, by ruining his own country, 
when he fhould have ordered his battle, the enemy being 
at hand, feigned himfelf taken with a vomiting; whereby 
his army in great difcontent, deftitute of a commander^ 

« Florent. Hantingd. t CalvUl % Mat. Weft. § Pod 
Chrift. 1003. Sim. Dan. 
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turned from the enemy: who ftraight took Wilton and 
Salifbury, carrying the pillage thereof to the flii|>s. 
• Thence the next year landing on the coaft of Norfolk, 
he wafted the country, and fet Norwich on fire; Ulf- 
ketel duke of the Eaft- Angles, a man of great valour,, 
not ' having fpace to gather his forces, after confultation 
had, thought it bcft to make peace with the Dane, which 
he breaking within three weeks, iflued filently out of his 
(hips, came to Thetford, ftaid there a night, and in the 
' morning left it flaming. Ulfketel, hearing this, com- 
manded fome to go and break or burn his (hips ; but 
they not daring or neglefting, he in the meanwhile with 
what fecrefy and fpeed was poflible, drawing together 
his forces, went out againft the enemy, and gave them a 
fierce onfet retreating to their (hips : but much inferiour 
in number, many of the chief Eaft- Angles there loft their 
lives. Nor did the Danes come off without great 
llaughter of their own ; confeffing that they never met 
in' England with fo rough a charge. The next year f, 
whom war could not, a great famine drove Swane out 
of the land. But the fummer following J, another great 
fleet of Danes entered the port of Sandwich, thence 
poured out over all Kent and Suflex, made prey of what 
they found. The king levying an army out of Mercia, 
and the Weft-Saxons, took on hiui for once the man- 
hood to go out and face them ; but they, who held it 
lafer to live by rapine,. than to hazard a battle, (hifting 
lightly from place to place, fruftrated the flow motions 
of a heavy camp, following their wonted courfe of rob- 
bery, then running to their (hips. Thus all autumn 
they wearied out the king's army, which gone home to 
winter, they carried all their pillage to the Ifle of Wight, 
and there ftaid till Chriftmas; at which time the king 
being in Shroplhire, and but ill employed (for by the 
procurement of Edric, he caufed, as is thought, Alfhelm, 
a noble duke, treacheroufly to be flain§, and the eyes 
of his two fons to be put out) they came forth again, 
overrunning Hamp(hire and Berk(hire, as far as Reading 

• Poft Chrift. 1004. Sim. Dun. f Po^ Chriil. 1005. Sim. Dan. 
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and WaHingford : thence to Alhdune, and other places 
thereabout, neither known nor of tolerable pronuncia- 
tion ; and returning by another way, found many of the 
people in arms by the river Kenet ; but making their 
way through, they got fafe with vaft booty to their 
(hips. * The king and his courtiers wearied out with 
their laft fummer's jaunt after the nimble Danes to no 
purpofe, which by proof they found too toilfome for 
their foft bones, more ufed to beds and couches, had re- 
courfe to their laft and only remedy, their coffers ; and 
(end now the fourth time to buy a diflionourable peace, 
every time ftill dearer, not to be had now under thirty 
fix thoufand pound (for the Danes knew how to milk 
fuch eafy kine) in name of tribute and expenfes : which 
out of the people over all England, already half beggared, 
was extorted and paid. About the fame time Ethelred 
advanced Edric, furnamed Streon, from obfcure con- 
dition to be duke of Mercia, and marry . Edgitha the 
king's daughter. The caufe of his advancement, Florent 
of Worceiter, and Mat. Weft, attribute to his great 
wealth, gotten by fine policies and a plaufible tongue : he 
proved a main acceffory to the ruin of England, as his 
aflions will foon declare. Ethelred the next year -f-, 
fomewhat roufing himfelf, ordained that every three hun- 
dred and ten hides (a hide is fo much land as one plow 
can fufBciently till) (hould fet out a (hip or galley, and 
every nine hides find a corflet and headpiece : new (hips 
in every port were built, viftualled, fraught with ftout 
mariners and foldiers, and appointed to meet all at 
Sandwich. A man might now think that all would go 
well ; when fuddenly a new mifchief fprung up, diffen- 
fion among the great ones ; which brought all this dili- 
gence to as little fuccefsas at other times before. Birth- 
ric, the brother of Edric, falfely accufed Wulnoth, a 
great officer fet over the South- Saxons, who, fearing the 
potency of his enemies, with twenty Ihips got to fea, and 
praftifed piracy on the coaft. Againft whom, reported 
to be in a place where he miglu be eafily furprifed^ 
Birthric fets forth with eighty Ihips; all which, driven 
• Poil Clirift. 1007. Sim. Don. t Po^ Q^^rA* 1008. Sim.Duo-^ 
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back bvatempcft and wrecked upon the fli ore, were 
burnt foon after by Wulnoth. Diflieartened with this 
misfortune, the king returns to London, the reft of his 
navy after him ; and all this^ great preparation to no- 
thing. Whereupon Turkill, a Danifh earl, came with a 
navy to the ifle of Tanet*, and in Auguft a far greater, 
led by Heming and Ilaf, joined with him. Thence coaft- 
ing to Sandwich, and landed, they went onward and 
began to aflault Canterbury ; but the citizens and Eaft« 
KentiQi men, coming to compofition with them for three 
thoufand pounds, they departed thence to the Ifle of 
Wight, robbing and burning by the way. Againft thefe 
the king levies ian army through all the land, and iii 
feveral quarters places them nigh the fea, but fo unfkil- 
fiilly or unfuccefsfully, that the Danes were not thereby 
hindered from exercifing their wonted robberies. It 
happened that the Danes were one day gone up into the 
country far from their fliips ; the king having notice 
thereof, thought to intercept them in their return ; his 
men were refolute to overcome or die, time and place 
advantageous ; but where courage and fortune was not 
wanting, there wanted loyalty among them. Edric with 
fubtile arguments, that had a Ibow of deep policy, dif- 
puted and perfuaded the fimplicity of his fellow coun- 
fellors, that it would be beft confultcd at that time to let 
the Danes pafs without ambulh or interception. The 
Danes, where they expefted danger finding none, pafled 
on with great joy and booty to their (hips. After this, 
failing about Kent, they lay that winter in the Thames, 
forcing Kent and Eflex to contribution, oft times attempt- 
ing the city of London, but repulfed as oft to their great 
lo(s. Spring begun, leaving their (hips, they pafTed 
through Chiltern wood into Oxford(hire|, burnt the 
city, and thence returning with divided forces, wafted on 
both fides the Thames ; but hearing that an army firom 
London was marched out againft them, they on the 
north fide pa(fing the river at Stanes, joined with them 
on the fouth into one body, and enriched with great 

* Pod Chrift. 1009. Sim, Dun, t Poft Chrifl. loio. Sim. Dan, 
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fpoils, came back through Surrey to their (hips ^ which 
ail the Lent-time they repaired. After Eafter failing to 
the Eaft-Angles they arrived at Ipfwich, and came to a 
place called Ringmere, where they heard that Ulfkctel 
with his forces lay, who with a Iharp encounter foon en- 
tertained them ; but his men at length giving back, 
through "the fubtlety of a Dani(h fcrvant among them 
who began the flight, lofl the field ; though the men of 
Cambridgefliire flood to it valiantly. In this battle 
Ethelftan, the king's fon-in-law, with many other noble- 
men, were flain ; whereby the Danes, without more re- 
(iftance, three months together had the fpoiling of thofc 
countries and all the fens, burnt Thetford and Grantbrig, 
or Cambridge ; thence to a hilly place not far off, called 
by Huntingdon, Balelham, by Camden, Gogmagog hills, . 
and the villages thereabout they turned ilieir fury, flaying 
all they met lave one man, who getting up into a fl:ev^ple, 
is (aid to have defended himfelf againfl: the whole Danilh 
army. They therefore fo leaving him, their foot by fea, 
their horfe by land through ElFex, returned back laden 
to their (hips left in the Thames- But many days 
pafled not between, when tallying again out of their fliips 
as out of favage dens, they plundered over again all 
Oifordfhire, and added to their prey Buckingham, Bed- 
ford, and Hertfordfliire*; then like wild beafts glutted 
returning to their caves, A third excur(ion they made 
into Northampton(hire, burnt Northampton, ran- 
facking the country round ; then as to frclh pafturc 
betook them to the Wed-Saxons, and in like fort ha- 
raffing all Wiltlhire, returned, as I faid before, like wild 
beafts or rather feamonfters to their water-ftablcs, ac- 
complilhing by Chrillmas the circuit of their whole year's 
good deeds ; an unjud and inhuman nation, who, re* 
cciving or not receiving tribute where none was owing * 
them, made fuch deftruftion of mankind, and rapine of 
their livelihood, as is a mifcry to read. Yet here they 
ccafed not ; for the next year f repeating the lame cruel- 
tics on both (ides the Thames, one way as far as Hunt- 
ingdon, the other as far as Wiltlhire and Southampton, 
•Huntingd. •)■ Pod Chriit, 101 1. Sim. Dun. 
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fblicited again by the king for peace, and receiving their 
demands both of tribute and contribution, they flighted 
their feith; and in the beginning of September laid fiegc 
to Canterburj\ On the twentieth day, by the treachery 
of Almere the archdeacon, they took part of it and burnt 
it, committing all forts of maflacre as a fport ; fome they 
threw over the wall, others into the fire^ hung fome 
by the privy members ; infants, pulled from their 
mothers breads, were either toffed on fpears, or carts 
drawn over them; matrons and virgins by the hair 
dragged and ravifhed. *Alfage the grave archbilhop 
above others hated of the Danes, as in all counfels and 
aftions to his might their known oppofer, taken, wound- 
ed, imprifoned in a noifome (hip ; the multitude are 
tithed, and every tenth only fpared. f Early the next 
year before Eafter, while Ethelred and his peers were 
aflembled at London, to raife now the fifth tribute 
amounting to forty eight thoufand pound, the Danes at 
Canterbury propofe to the archbifhop J, who had been 
now feven months their prifoner, life and liberty, if he 
paid them three thoufand pound ; which he refufing as 
not able of himfelf, and not willing to extort it Irom 
his tenants, is permitted till the next Sunday to confi- 
der j then hauled before the counfel, of whom Turkill 
was chief, and iVil! refufing, they rife, moft of them being 
drunk, and beat him with the blunt fide of their axes, 
then thruft forth deliver him to be pelted with ftones ; 
till one Thrun a converted Dane, pitying him half dead, 
to put him out of pain, with a pious impiety, at one 
ftroke of his axe on the head difpatched him. His body 
was carried to London, and there buried, thence after- 
%vard removed to Canterbury. By this time the tribute 
paid, and peace fo often violated fworn again by tho 
Danes, they difperfed their fleet ; forty^five of them, and 
Turkill their chief ftaid at London with the king, fworc 
him allegiance to defend his land againft all ftrangers, on 
condition only to be fed and clothed by him. But thi$ 
voluntary friendOiip of Turkill was thought to be de- 
ceitful, that (laying under this pretence he gave intelli-» 

^ Eadmcr. Malraf,- t Poft Cbrift. loia, Sim. Dun, % Eadmcr, 
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gcnce to Swane, when moft it would be feafonable to 
come. * In July therefore of the next year, king Swane 
arriving at Sandwich, made no ftay there, but failing 
firft to Humber, thence into Trent, landed and encamp- 
ed at Gainfburrow ; whither without delay repaired to 
him the Northumbrians, with Uthred their earl ; thofe 
of Lindfey alfo, then thofe of Filburg, and laftly all on 
the north of Watlingl^reet (which is a highway from 
eaft to weft-lea) gave oath and hoftages to obey him. 
From whom he commanded horfes and provifion for 
bis army, taking with him befides bands and companies 
of their choiceft men ; and committing to his fon Canute 
the care of his fleet and hoftages, he marches towards 
the South -Mercians, commanding hisfoldicrs to exercife 
allafts of hoftility; with the terrour whereof fully exe- 
cuted, he took in few days the city of Oxford, then 
Winchefter ; thence tending to London, in his hafty 
paflage over the Thames, without feeking bridge or ford, 
loft many of his men. Nor was l)is expedition againft 
London profperous ; for aflaying all means by force or 
wile to take the city, wherein the king then was, and 
Turkill with his Danes, he was ftoutly beaten off as at 
other times. Thence back to Wallingford and Bath, 
dircfting his courfe, after ufual havoc made, he fat a 
while and refrelhed his army. There Ethelm, an earl 
of Devonlhirc, and other great officers in the weft, 
yielded him fubjeftion. Thcle things flowing to his 
wilh, he betook him to his navy, from that time ftyled 
and accounted king of England ; if a ty'rant, faith Simeon, 
may be called a king. The Londoners alfo fent hirii 
hoftages, and made their peace, for they feared his fury. 
Ethelred, thus reduced to narrow compafs, fent Emma 
his queen, with his twofons had by her, and all his trea- 
furc, to Richard II, her brother, duke of Normandy ; 
himfelf with his Danifh fleet abode fome while at Green- 
wich, then failing to the Ifle of Wight, pafled after 
Chriftmas into Normandy ; where he was honourably 
rcccivjed at Roan by the duke, though known to have 
l)orn himfelf churliflily and proudly towards Emma his 

• Foil Cluiil, 1013. Sim. Dun. 
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fifter, beiides his diflblute company with other women.. 
Mean-while Swane * ceafed not to exad almoft infup- 
portable tribute of the people, fpoiling them when he 
lifted i befides, the like did Turkill at Greenwich, The 
next year beginning f, Swane iickens and dies -y (bme 
iay terrified and fmitten by an appearing (hape of St. 
Edmund armed, whofe church at Bury he had threaten- 
ed to demolifli ; but the authority hereof relies only 
upon the legend of St. Edmund. After* his death the 
Danifh army and fleet made his fon Canute their king ; 
but the nobility and ilates of England fent meilengers to 
Ethelred, declaring that they preferred none before their 
native fovereign, if he would promife to govern them bet- 
ter than he had done, and with more clemency. Whereat 
the king rejoicing fends over his fon Edward with em- 
bafladors, to court both high and low, and win their 
love, promifing largely to be their mild and devoted 
lord, to confent in all things to their will, follow their 
counfel, and whatever had been done or fpoken by any 
man againft him, freely to pardon, if they would loyally 
reftore him to be their king. To this the people cheer- 
fully anfwered, and amity was both promifed and con- 
firmed on both fides. An embafTy of lords is fent to 
bring back the king honourably ; he returns in Lent> 
and is joyfully received of the people, marches with a 
flrong army againfl Canute ; who having got horfes and 
joined with the men of Lindfey, was preparing to make 
fpoil in the countries adjoining ; but by Ethelred unei- 
peftedly coming upon him, was foon driven to his fhips^ 
and his confederates of Lindfey, left to the anger of their 
countrymen, executed without mercy both by fire and 
fword. Canute in all hafle failing back to Sandwich, 
took the ho(lage3 given to his father from all parts of 
England, and with flit nofes, ears cropped, and handa 
chopped off, fetting them afhore, departed into Den- 
mark. Yet the people were not difburdened, for the 
king raifed out of them thirty thoufand pound to pay 
his fleet of Danes at Greenwich. To thefe evils the k^ 
in Oftober pafled his bounds, overwhelming many town* 
• Malmf. t Pofl Chriiji,. I oi 4. Sim. Dun. Mat. Weft. 
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in England, and of their inhabitants many thoufands. 
•The year following, an aflembly being at Oxford, 
Edric of Strcon having invited two noblemen, Sigefcrth 
and Morcar, the fons of Earngrun of Seavenburg, to his 
lodging, fecretly murdered them; the king, for what 
caufe is unknown, feized tlieir eftates, and caufed Algith 
the wife of Sigeferth, to be kept at Maidulffburg, now 
Malmftury ; whom Edmund the prince there married 
againft his father's mind, then went and poflefled their 
lands, making the people there fubjeft to him. Mat. 
Weftm. faith, that thefe two were of the Danes who had 
fcated themfelves in Northumberland, flain by Edric 
under colour of treafon laid to their charge. They who 
attended them without, tumulting at the death of their 
mailers f , were beaten back ; and driven into a church, 
defending themfelves were burnt there in the fteeple. 
Mean-while Canute returning from Denmark with a 
great navy §, two hundred (hips richly gilded and 
adorned, well fraught with arms and all- provifion ; and, 
which Encomiimi Emmae mentions not, two other kings, 
Lachman of Sweden, Olav of Norway, arrived at Sand- 
wich : and, as the fame author then living writes, fent 
out fpies to difcover what refiftance on land was to be 
cxpefted ; who returned with certain report, that a great 
army of Englifh was in readinefs to oppofe them. Tur- 
kill, who upon the arrival of thefe Danifh powers kept 
faith no longer with the Engli(h, but joining now with 
Canute B, as it were now to reingratiate himfelf after 
his revolt, whether real or complotted, counfelled him 
(being yet young) not to land, but to leave to him the 
management of this fird battle : the king afTented, and 
he with the forces which he had brought, and part of 
thofc which arrived with Canute, landing to their wifli, 
encountered the Englifh, though double in number, at a 
place called Scoraflan, and was at firfl beaten back with 
muchlofs. But at length animating his men with rage 
only and defpair, obtained a clear viftory, which won 
him great reward and pofTcflions from Canute. But of 

• Poft Chrift. I o 1 5. Sim. Dan. f Malmf. § Leges Edw. Conf. 
Tvu dcdttd. Norm. | Bii€Oin« Em. 

this 



2 20 Tie Hiftory of England. Book VI. 

this aftion no other writer makes mention. From Sand- 
wich therefore failing about to the river Frome, and there 
landing, over all Dorfct, Somerfet, and Wiltftiire he 
fpread wafteflil hoftility •. The king lay then fick at 
Cofliam in this county ; though it may feem flrange 
how he could lie fick there in the midft of his enemies. 
Howbeit Edmund in one part, and Edric of Streon 
in another, raifed forces by themfelves ; but fo foon as 
both armies were united, the traitor Edric being found 
to praftife againft the life of Edmund, he removed with 
his army from him ; whereof the enemy took great 
advantage. Edric eafily enticing the forty fhips of 
Danes to fide with him, revolted to Canute : the Weft- 
Saxons alfo gave pledges, and furniOied him with horfes. 
By which means the f year enfuing, he with Edric the 
traitor paffing the Thames at Creclad, about twelfthtide, 
entered into Mercia, and efpecially Wanyicklhire, depo- 
pulating all places in their way. Againft thefe prince 
Edmund, for his hardinefs called Ironfide, gathered an 
army ; but the Mercians refufed to fight unlefs Ethelred 
with the Londoners came to aid them j and fo every 
man returned home. After the feftival, Edmund, ^- 
thering another army, befought his father to come with 
the Londoners, and what force befides he was able ; they 
came with great ftrength gotten together, but being 
come, and in a hopeful way of good fuccefs, it was told 
the king, that unlefs he took the better heed, fome of his 
own forces would fall off and betray him. The king 
daunted with this perhaps cunning whifper of the enemy, 
difbanding his army, returns to London. Edmund be- 
took him into Northumberland, as fome thought to 
raife frefh forces ; but he with earl Uthred on the one 
fide, and Canute with Edric on the other, did little elfc 
but waftc the provinces ; Canute to conquer them, Ed- 
mund to punifh them who ftood neuter ; for which caufe 
Stafford, Shropfhire, and Leicefterfhire, felt heavily his 
hand ; while Canute, who was ruining the more fouthera 
(hires, at length marched intq Northumberland ; which 
Edmund hearing difmilTed his forces, and came to Lon- 

•Camd. t Foil Chrift. 1016. Sim. Dun. 
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don. Uthrcd the carl hafted back to Northumberland, 
and finding no other remedy, fubmitted himfelf with all 
the Northumbrians, giving hoftages to Canute. Ne- 
vertbelels by his command or connivance, and the hand 
of oneTurebrand a Danifli lord, Uthred was (lain, and 
Iric another Dane made earl in his dead. This Uthred, 
fon of Walteof, as Simeon writes, in his treatife of the 
ficge of Durham, in his youth obtained a great viftory 
j^nft Malcolm, fon of Kencd king of Scots, who with 
the whole power of his kingdom was fallen into Nor- 
thumberland, and laid fiege to Durham. Walteof the 
old carl, unable to refift, had fecured himfelf in Beb- 
banburg, a ftrong town ; but Uthred gathering an army 
raifed the Cege, flew mod of the Scots, their king nar- 
rowly efcaping, and with the heads of their flain fixed 
upon poles belet round the walls of Durham. The year 
of this exploit Simeon clears not, for in 969, and in the 
reign of Ethclred, as he affirms, it could not be. Canute 
by another way returning fouthward, joyful of his fuc- 
cefs, before Eafler came back with all the army to his 
fleet. About the end of April enfuing, Ethclred, after a 
long, troublefome, and ill-governed reign, ended his 
days at London, and was buried in the church of St. 
Paul. 

EDMUND IRONSIDE. 

After the deceafe of Ethclred, they of the nobility 
who were then at London, together with the citizens, 
chofe * Edmund his fon (not by Emma, but a former 
wife the daughter of earl Thored) in his father's room ; 
but the archbifhops, abbots, and many of the nobles af- 
fembling together, elcftcd Canute; and coming to 
Southampton where he then remained, renounced be- 
fore him all the race of Ethclred, and fwore him fidelity : 
he alfo fwore to them, in matters both religious and 
fecular, to be their faithful lord, t But Edmund, with 
all fpeed going to the Weft-Saxons, was joyfully received 
of them as their king, and of many other provinces by 

• Florcpt. Aclrcd in the life of Edw. Conf. t Florent. Sim. Dun. 
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their example. Mean-while Canute about mid May 
came with his whole fleet up the river to London j then 
caufing a great dike to be made on Surrey fide, turned 
the dream, and drew his (hips thither weft of the bridge ; 
then begirting the city with a broad and deep trench, 
aflailed it on every fide ; but repulfed as before by the 
valorous defendants, and in de(bair of fuccels af that 
time, leaving part of his army for the defence of his 
(hips, with the reft fped him to the Weft-Saxons, ere Ed- 
mund could have time to afTemble all his powers ^ who 
yet with fuch as were at hand, invoking divine aid, en- 
countered the Danes at Pen by Gillingham in Dorfet- 
fhire, and put him to flight. After midfummer, in- 
creaied with new forces, he met with him again at a 
place called Sheraftan, now Sharftan ; but Edric, Almar, 
and Algar> with the Hampfhire and Wiltfhire men, then 
iiding with the Danes, he only maintained the fight, ob- 
ftinately fought on both fides, till night and wearineis 
parted them. Daylight returning renewed the conflid, 
wherein the Danes appearing inferiour, Edric to dif- 
heartenthe Englilh cuts off the head of one Ofmer, in 
countenance and hair fomewhat refembling the king, 
and holding it up, cries aloud to the Englifh, that Ed- 
mund being flain, and this his head> it was time for them 
to fly; which fallacy Edmund perceiving, and openly 
(howing himfelf to his foldiers, by a fpcar thrown at 
Edric, that mifling him yet flew one next him *, and 
through him another behind, they recovered heart, and 
lay fore upon the Danes till night parted them as before : 
for ere the third morn, Canute, fenfible of his lofs, 
marched away by ftealth to his fhips at London, renew- 
ing there his leaguer. Some would have this battle at 
Sheraftan the fame with that at Scoraftan before men- 
tioned, but the circumftance of time permits not, that 
having been before the landing of Canute, this a good 
while after, as by the procefs of things appears. From 
Sheraftan or Sharftan Edmund returned to the Weft- 
Saxons, whofe valour Edric fearing, left it might pre- 
vail againft the Danes, fought pardon of his revolt, and 
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obtaining it fwore loyalty to the king, who now the 

third time coming with an army from the Weft-Saxons 

to London, raifed the fiege, chafing Canute and his 

Danes to their (hips. Then after two days paffing the 

Thames at Brentford, and fo coming on their backs, 

kept them fo turned, and obtained the vidtory; then 

returns again to his Weft-Saxons, and Canute to his 

fiege, but ftill in vain ; riiing therefore thence, he entered 

with his (hips a river then called Arenne ; and from the 

banks thereof wafted Mercia ; thence their horfe by 

land, their foot by (hip came to Medway. Edmund in 

the mean while with multiplied forces out of many 

(hires croffing s^ain at Brentford, came into Kent, feek- 

ing Canute ; encountered him at Otford, and fo defeated, 

,that of his horfe they who efcaped fled to the ifle of 

Sheppoy; and a full vi6tory he had gained, had not 

Ednc (till the traitor by fome wile or other detained his 

purfuit : and Edmund who never wanted courage, here 

wanted prudence to be fo mifled, ever after forlaken of 

hb wonted fortune. Canute cro(fing with his army into 

Eflex, thence wafted Mercia worfe than before, and with 

heavy prey returned to his (hips : th^m Edmund with a 

coUeded army purfuing overtook at a place called 

Afiandune or A(re(hill, ^ now Afhdown in E(rex ; the 

battle on either fide was fought with great vehemence ; 

but perfidious Edric perceiving the viftory.to incline 

towards Edmund, with that part of the army which 

was under him fled, as he had promifed Canute, and 

left the king overmatched with numbers : by which 

defertion the Englifh were overthrown, duke Alfric, 

duke Godwin, and Ulfketel the valiant duke of Eaft- 

Angles, with a great part of the nobility flain, fo as the 

Englifh of a long time had not received a greater blow. 

Yet after a while Edmund, not abfurdly called Ironfide, 

preparing i^in totry his fortune in another field, was 

hindered by Edric and others of his faftion, advifing him 

to make peace and divide the kingdom with Canute. 

To which Edmund overruled, a treaty appointed, and 

pledges mutually, given, both kings met together at a 
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place called Deorhirft in Gloucefterfhire ; * Edmund on 
the weft fide of Severn, Canute on the eaft, with their 
armies, then both in perfon wafted into an ifland> at 
that time called Olanege f, now Alney, in the midft of 
the river ; fwearing amity and brotherhood, they parted 
the kingdom between them. Then interchanging arms 
and the habit they wore, aflefling alfo what pay (hould 
be allotted to the navy, they departed each his way. 
Concerning this interview and the caufe thereof others 
write otherwife ; Malmfbury, that Edmund grieving 
at the lofs of fo much blood fpilt for the ambition 
only of two men ftriving who (hould reign, of his own 
accord fent to Canute, offering him fingle combaty 
to prevent in their own caufe the effufion of more 
blood than their own; that Canute, though of courage 
enough, yet not unwifely doubting to adventure his body 
of fmall timber, againft a man of iron fides, refufed the 
combat, offering to divide the kingdom* This offer 
pleafingboth armies, Edmund was not difficult to con- 
fent ; and the dccihon was, that he as his hereditary 
kingdom (hould rule the Weft-Saxons and all the South, 
Canute the Mercians and the North. Huntingdon fol- 
lowed by Mat. Weftm. relates, that the peers on every fide 
wearied out with continual warfare, and not refraining 
to affirm openly that they two who expedted to reign 
fingly, had moft rea(bn to fight fingly, the kings were 
content ; the illand was their lifts, the combat knightly j 
till Knute, finding himfelf too weak, began to parley, 
which ended as is faid before. After which the Lon- 
doners bought their peace of the Danes, and permitted 
them to winter in the city. But king Edmund about 
the feaft of St. Andrew unexpectedly deceafed at Lon- 
don, and was buried near to Edgar his grandfather at 
Glafton. The caufe of his fo fudden death is uncertain ; 
common fame, faith Malmfbury, lays the guilt thereof 
upon Edric, who to pleafe Canute, allured with promife 
of reward two of the king's privy chamber; though at 
firft abhorring the faft, to aflTaffinate him at the ftool, 
by thrufting a (harp iron into his hinder parts. Hun- 
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tiagdon, and Mat. Weftm. relate it done at Oxford by 
the fon of Edric, and fomething vary in the manner, 
|iot worth recital. Edmund dead, Canute meaning to 
itign fole kin|; of England^ calls to him all the dukes, 
barons, and biQiops of the land, cunningly demanding 
of them who were witnefles what agreement was made 
between him and Edmund dividing the kingdom, whe- 
ther the fons and brothers of Edmund were to govern 
the Weft-Saxons after him, Canute living ? They who 
underftood his meaning, and feared to undergo his anger, 
timoroufly anfwercd, that Edmund they knew had left 
no part thereof to his fons or brethren, living or dying; 
but that he intended Canute (hould be their guardian, 
till. they came to age of reigning. Simeon affirms, that 
for fear or hope of reward they attefted what was not 
true : notwithftanding which, be put many of them to 
death not long after. ' 

CANUTE, or KNUTE. 

Canute having thus founded the nobility*, and by 
them underftood, received their oath of fealty, they the 
pledge of his bare hand, and oath from the Danim no- 
bles ; whereupon the houfe of Edmund was renounced, 
and Canute crowned. Then they enaded, that Edwi 
brother of Edmund, a prince of great hope, (hould be 
banilbed the realm. But Canute, not thinking himfelf 
fccure while Edwi lived, confulted with Edric how to 
make him away \ who told him of one Ethelward a de- 
cayed nobleman, likelieft to do the work. Ethelward 
feat for, and tempted by the king in private with largeft 
rewards, but abhorring in his mind the deed, promifed 
to do it when he faw his opportunity ; and fo ftill de- 
ferred it. But Edwi afterwards received into favour, as 
a fnare, was by him, or fome other of his &lfe friends, 
Canute contriving it, the fame year ilain. Edric alfo 
counfelled him to difpatch Edward and Edmund, the 
Tons of Ironiide ; but the king doubting that the fa£l 
would (eem too foul done in England, fent them to the 
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king of Sweden, with like intent \ but he, difBaining 
the office, fent them for better fafety to Solomon king 
of Hungary; where Edmund at length died, but Ed- 
ward married Agatha daughter to. Henry the GermaoL 
emperor. A digreffion in the laws of Edward Con- 
feffor under the title of Lex Noricorum faith, that this " 
Edward, for fear of Canute, fled of his own accord to 
Malefclot king of the Rugians, who received him ho- 
nourably, and of that country gave him a wife. Canute, 
fettled in his throne, divided the government of his 
kingdom into four parts; the Weft-Saxons to himfclf, 
the Eaft- Angles to earl Turkill, the Mercians to Edric, 
the Northumbrians to Iric ; then made peace with all 
princes round about him, and, his former wife being 
dead, in July married Emma, the widow of king EtlieU 
red. The Chriftmas following was an ill feaft to Edric, 
of whofe treafon the king havmg now made ufe as much 
as fervcd his turn, and fearing himfelf to be the next 
betrayed, caufed him to be llainat London in the palace, 
thrown over the city wall, and there to lie unburied ; 
the head of Edric fixed on a pole, he commanded to be 
fet on t le higheft tower of London, as in a double 
Icnfc he had promifcd him for the murder of king Ed- 
mund to exalt him above all the peers of England. 
Huntingdon, Malmfbury, andMat. Weftm. write, that 
fufpeding the king's intention to degrade him from his 
•jMtircian dukedom, and upbraiding him with his merits, 
the king enraged caufed him to be ftrangled in the 
room, and out at a window thrown into the Thames. 
Another writes *, that Eric at the king's command 
ftruck off his head. Other great men, though without 
fault, as duke Norman the Ion of Leofwin, Ethelward 
ion of duke Agelmar, he put to death at the fame time, 
jealous of their power or familiarity with Edric: and 
notwithftanding peace, kept ftill his army ; to maintain 
which, the next year f he fqueezed out of the Engliih, 
though now his lubjeftsj not his enemies, feventy-lwo> 
fome fay, eighty two tlioufand pound, befides fifteen 
thoufand out of London. Mean-while great war arofe 
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at Carr, between Uthred Ton of Waldcf, earl of Nor- 
thumberland, and Malcolm fon of Kened king of Scots, 
with whom held Eugenius king of Lothian. But here 
Simeon the relater feems to have committed fonie mif- 
take, having flain Uthred by Canute two years before, 
and fet Iric in his place : Iric therefore it mud needs be, 
not Uthred, who managed this war againft the Scots. 
About which time at a convention of Danes at Oxford, 
it was agreed on both parties to keep the laws of Edgar ; 
Mat, Weftm. faith of Edward the elder. The next* 
year Canute failed into Denmark, and there abode all 
winter. . Huntingdon and Mat. Weftm. fay, he went 
thither to reprefs the Swedes 5 and that the night before 
a battle was fought with them, Godwin, ftealing out of 
the camp with his Englifh, afTaulted the Swedes, and had 
got the viiStory ere Canute in the morning knew of any 
fight. For which bold enterprife, though againft dif- 
cipline, he had the Englifh in more efteem ever after. 
In the fpring, at his return into England f, he held in 
the time of Eafter a great aflembly at Chichcfter, and 
the fiune year was with Turkill the Dane at the dedi- 
cation of a church by them built at Aifendune, in the 
place of that great vidtory which won him the crown. 
But fufpedting his greatnefs, the year following banilhed 
him the realm, and found occafion to do the like by Iric 
the Northumbrian earl upon the fame jealoufy. § Nor 
yet content with his conqueft of England, though now 
above ten years enjoyed, he paffed with fifty (hips into 
Norway, difpoffeffed Olave their king, and fubducd the 
land I, firft with great fums of money lent the year be- 
fore to gain him a party, then coming with an army to 
compel the reft. Thence returning king of England, 
Denmark, and Norway, yet not lecure in his mind, 
^ under colour of an cmbafly fent into banilhment Ha- 
cun a powerful Dane, who had married the daughter of 
his fitter Gunildis, having conceived fome fufpicion of 
his practices againft him : but fuch courfe was taken, 
that he never came back ; either periihing at fea, or 
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fl^in by contrivance the next ^ year in Orkney. Canute 
therefore having thus e(labli(hed himfelf by blood(hed 
and oppreflion, to wa(h away, as he thought, the guilt 
thereoff failing •f again into Denmark, went thence to 
Rome, and offered there to St. Peter great gifts of gold 
and filver, and other precious things ; befides the ufual 
tribute of Romfcot, giving great alms by the way§, 
both thither and back again, freeing many places -of cuf- 
tora and toll with great expenfe, where ftrangers were 
wont to pay, having vowed great amendment of life at 
the fepulchre of Peter and Paul, and to his whole people 
in a large letter written from Rome yet extant. At 
his return therefore he built and dedicated a church to 
St. Edmund at Bury, whom his ancefldrs had flain|, 
threw out the fecular priefts, who had intruded there, 
and placed monks in their dead ; then going into Scot- 
land, \ fubdued and received homage of Malcolm, and 
two other kings there, Melbeath and Jermare. Three 
years ** after; having made Swane, his fuppoled fon by 
Algiva of Northampton, duke Alfhelm*s daughter (for 
others fay the fon of a prieft, whom Algiva barren 
"f -|* had got ready at the time of her feigned labour) 
king of Norway, and Hardecnute, his fonT by Emma, 
king of Denmark; and defigned Harold, his fon by 
Algiva of Northampton, king of England ; died §§ at 
Shaftfburj', and was buried at Winchefter in the old 
monaftery. This king, as appears, ended better than he 
began ; for though he fecms to have bad no hand ia the 
death of Ironiide, but detefled the fad, and bringing 
the murderers, who came to him in hope of great re- 
ward, forth among his courtiers, as it were to receive 
thanks, after they had openly related the manner of their 
killing him, delivered them to deferved punifhment, yet 
he fpared Edric, whom he knew to be the prime author 
of that deteftable fad; till willing to be rid of him, 
grown importune upon the confidence of his merits, and 
upbraided by him that he had firft relinquifhed, th.en 
extinguiihed Edmund for his (ak^ ; angry to be fo up* 
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braided, therefore faid he with a changed countenance, 
** traitor to God and me, thou (halt die ; thine own 
mouth accufes thee, to have (lain tliy mailer my confe* 
derate brother, and the Lord's anointed/* • Whereupon 
although prefent and private execution was in rage 
done upon Edric, yet he himfelf in cool blood fcrupl^ 
not to make away the brother and children of Edmund, 
who had better right to be the Lord*s anointed here than 
himfelf. When he had obtained in England what he 
defired, no wonder if he fought the love of his con- 
quered fubjedts for the love of his own quiet, the main- 
taioers of his wealth and ftate for his own profit. For 
the like reafon he is thought to have married Emma, and 
that Richard duke of Normandy her brother might 
the leis care what became of Alfred and Edward, her 
fons by king Ethelred. He commanded to be obferved 
the ancient Saxon laws, called afterwards the laws of 
Edward the Confeflbr, not that he made them, but 
ftridly obferved them. His letter from Rome profeiTes, 
if he had done aught amiis in his youth, through negli- 
gence or want of due temper, full refolution with the 
help of God to make amends, by governing juftly and 
pioufly for the future \ charges and adjures all his officers 
and vifcounts, that neither tor fear of him, or favour of 
anyperfon, or to enrich the king, they fufTer injuftice 
to be done in the land ; commands his trealurers to pay 
all his debts ere his return home, which was by Den- 
mark, to compofe matters there; and what his letter 
prufefled, he performed all his life after. But it is a 
fond conceit in many great ones, and pernicious in the 
end, to ceafe from no violence till they have attained the 
Utmoft of their ambitions and defires; then to think 
God appeafcd by their feeking to bribe him with a (hare 
however large ox their ill-gotten ^oils ^ and then laftly 
to grow zealous of doing rights when they have no longer 
need to do wrong. Howbeit Canute was famous 
through Europe, and tnuch honoured of Conrade the 
emperor, then at Rome, with rich gifts and many grants 
of what he there demanded for the freeing of paifages 
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from toll and cuftom. I muft not omit one remarkable 
aAion done by him, as Huntingdon reports it^ with great 
fcene of circumftance, and emphatical expreffion, to 
(how the fmall power of kings in refpeft of God ; 
which, unlefs to court-parafites, needed no fuch labo- 
rious demonflration. He caufed his royal feat to be fet 
on the Ihore, while the tide was coming in ; and with 
all the ilate that royalty could put into his countenance, 
faid thus to the fea ; " Thou fea belonged to me, and 
the land whereon I fit is mine; nor hath any one unpu- 
nilhed refitted my commands : I charge thee come no 
farther upon my land, neither prefume to wet the feet 
of thy fovcreign lord." But the fea, as before, came 
rolling on, and without reverence both wet and daflied 
him. Whereat the king quickly rifing wiflied all about 
him to behold and confider the weak and frivolous 
power of a king, and that none indeed deferved the 
name of a king, but he whofe eternal laws both Heaven, 
^arth, and fea obey. A truth fo evident of itfelf, as I 
faid before, that unlefs to (hame his court-flatterers, who 
. would not elfe be convinced, Canute needed not to have 
gone wetfhod home : the befl is, from that time forth 
he never would wear a crown, efteeming earthly royalty 
c:ontemptible and vain. 

HAROLD. 

Harold for his fwiftnefs furnamed Harefoot *, the fon 
of Canute, by Algiva of Northampton, (though fome 
Ipeak doubtfully as if (he bpre him not, but had him of 
a (hoemaker's wife, as Swane before of a pried ; others 
of a maidfervant, to conceal her barrennels) in a great 
aflembly at Oxford was by duke Legfric and the Mer- 
cians, with the Londoners, according* to his fether's 
teftament, elefted king -f j but without the regal habili* 
ments^, which iElnot, the archbifliop, having in his cullody, 
refufed to deliver up, but to the fons 'of Emma, for 
which Hdlrold ever after hated the clergy ; and (as the 
clergy are wont thence to i^ifer) all religion. Godwin 
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carl of Kent, and the Weft-Saxons with him, ftood for 
Hardecnute. Malmibury faith, that the contcft was be- 
tween Dane and Englifli; that the Danes, and London- 
ers grown now in a manner Danifh, were all for Har- 
decnute : but he being then in Denmark, Harold pre- 
vailed, yet (b as that the kingdom (hould be divided be- 
tween them ; the weft and fouth part referred by Emma 
for Hardecnute, till his return. But Harold, once ad- 
vanced into the throne, banilhed Emma his mother-in- 
law, feized on his father's treafure at Winchefter, and 
there remained. * Emma, not holding it (afe to abide 
in Normandy while duke William the baftard was yet 
under age, retired to Baldwin carl of Flanders. In the 
mean while Elfred and Edward fons of Ethelred, accom- 
panied with a fmall number of Norman foldicrs in a few 
Ihips, coming to vifit their mother Emma not yet de- 
parted the land, and perhaps to fee how the people were 
inclined to reftore them their right, Elfred was fcnt for 
by the king then at London; but in his way met at 
Goilford by earl Godwin, who with all feeming friend- 
Ihip entertained him, was in the night furprifcd and 
made prifoner, moft of his company put to various forts 
of cruel death, decimated twice over; then brought to 
London, was by the king fent bound to Ely, had his eyes 
put out by the way, and delivtrcd to the monks there, 
died foon after in their cuftody. Malmfbury gives little 
credit to this ftory of Elfred, as not chronicled in his 
time, but rumoured only. Which Emma however hear- 
ing fent away her fon Edward, who by good hap ac- 
companied not his brother, with all fj)eed into Nor^- 
mandy. But the author of " Encomium Emma?,'* who 
feems plainly (though namelefs) to have been fome monk, 
yet lived, and perhaps wrote within the fame year when 
thcic things were done ; by his relation, differing froiri 
all others, much aggravates the cruelty of Harold, that 
he, not content to have praftikd in fecret (for oj)enly he 
durft not) againft the life of Emma, fought many trea- 
cherous ways to get her fon within his power; and rcfolvcd 
a€ length to foi^e a letter in the name of their mother, 
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inviting them into England^ the copy of which letter he 
produces written to this purpole. 

'^ EMMA in name only queen, to her fons Edward and 
Elfred imparts motherly falutation. While we feverally 
bewail the death of our lord the king, mod dear fons ! 
and while daily you are deprived more and more of the 
kingdom your inheritance ; I admire what counfel ye 
take, knowing that your intermitted delay is a daily 
ftrengthening to the reign of your ufuq)cr, who incel- 
lantly goes about from town to :ity, gaining the chief 
ngbles to his party, either by gifts, prayers, or .threats. 
Bat they had much rather one of you fliould reign over 
them, than to be held under the power of him who now 
overrules them. I entreat therefore, that one of you 
come to me fpeedily, and privately, to receive from me 
wholefome counfel, and to know hpw the bufinefs which 
I intend (hall be accomplilhed. By this mefienger pre- 
fent, fend back what you determine. Farewel, as dear 
both as my own heart.*' 

Thefe letters were fent to the princes then in Nor- 
mandy, by exprefs meffengcrs, with prefents alfo as from 
• their mother ; which they joyfully receiving, return 
word by the fame meflengers, that one of them will be 
with her (hortly ; nammg both the time and place. 
Elfred therefore the younger (for fo it was thought bcft) 
at the appointed time, with a few (hips and fmall numbers 
about him appearing on the coaft, no fooner came a(hore 
but fell into the fnare of earl Godwin, fent on purpofe to 
betray him ; as above was related. Emma greatly for- 
rowing for the lofs of her fon, thus cruelly made away, 
fled immediately with fome of the nobles her faithfullelt 
adherents into Flanders, had her dwelling a(figned at 
Bruges by the earl } where laving remained about two 
years *, (he was vi(ited out of Denmark by Hardecnute 
her fon; and he not long had remained with her there, 
when Harold in England, having done nothing the 
while worth memory, fave the taxing of every port a( 
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ci^t marks of filvcr to fixtccn (hips, died at London^- 
fome fiiy at Oxford, and was buried at Winchcfter. 
♦ After which, moft of the nobility, both Danes and 
Englith now agreeing, ftnd cmbaffadors to Hardecnute 
flill at Bruges with his mother, entreating him to come 
and receive as his right the fceptre ; who before mid- 
fummer came with fixty (hips, and many foldiers out of 
Denmark. 

HARDECNUTE. 

Hardecnvtb received with acclamation, and featcd 
in the throne, firft called to mind the injuries done to 
him or his mother Emma in the time of Harold ; fent 
Alfric archbifhop of York, Godwin, and others, with ' 
Troud his executioner, to London, commanding them to 
dig up the body of king Harold, and throw it into a 
ditch i but by a fecond order, into the Thames. Whence 
taken up by a fifherman, and conveyed to a churchyard 
in London belonging to the Danes, it was interred again 
with honour. This done, he levied a fore tax, that 
eight marks to every rower, and twelve to every officer 
in his fleet, ftiould be paid throughout England : by 
which time they who were fo forward to call him over 
bad enough of him ; for he, as they thought, had too 
much of theirs. After this he called to account Godwin 
carl of Kent, and Leving biihop of Worccftcr, about the 
death of Elfred his half brother, which Alfric the arch- 
biihop bid to their charge ; the king deprived Leving of 
his bi(hopric, and gave it to his acculcr : but the year 
following, pacified with a round fum, reftorcd it to 
Leving. t Godwin made his peace by a funiptuous 
prefent, a galley with a gilded ftcm bravely "rigged, and 
eighty foldiers in her, every one with bracelets of gold 
on each arm, weighing iixteen ounces, helmet, corflet, 
and hilts of his fword gilded ; a Daniih curtaxe, lifted 
with gold or filver, hung on his left Ihoulder, a (hield 
with bofs and nails gilded in his left hand, in his right a 
Jance; befides this, he took his oath before the king, 
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that neither of his own counfel or will, but by the com* 
mand.of Harold, he had done what he did, to the putting 
out Elfred's eyes. The like oath took moft of the nobi- 
lity for thcmlelves, or in his behalf, * The next year 
Hardecnute fending his houfe-carles, fo they called his 
officers, to gather the tribute impofed ; two of them, 
rigorous in their office, were flain at Worcefter by the 
people y whereat the king enraged fent Leofric duke of 
Mercia, and Seward of Northumberland, with great 
forces and commiffion to flay the citizens, rifle and burn 
the city, and wafte the whole province. Affrighted with 
fuch news, all the people fled : the countrymen whither 
they could, the citizens to a fmall ifland in Severn^ called 
Beverege, which they fortified and defended ftoutly till 
peace was granted them, and freely to return home. But . 
their city they found facked and burnt : wherewith the 
king was appeafed. This was commendable in him, 
however cruel to others, that towards his half^brethren, 
though rivals of his crown, he (howed himfelf always 
tenderly affedlioned ; as now towards Edward, who 
without fear came to him put of Normandy, and with 
unfeigned kindnefs received, remained fafely and ho- 
nourably in his court, f But Hardecnute the year fol-» 
lowing, at a feaft wherein Ofgod a great Danifli lord gave 
his daughter in marriage at Lambeth to Prudon another 
potent Dane, in the.midft of his mirth, found and health* 
ful to fight, while he was drinking fell down fpeechlefs, 
and fo dying, was buried at Winchefter befide his father^r 
He was it feems a great lover of good cheer j fitting at 
table four times a day, with great variety of dilhes and 
fuperfluity to all comers. Whereas, faith Huntingdon, 
in our time princes in their houfes made but one meal a 
day. He gave his filler Gunildis, a virgin of rare 
beauty,. in marriage to Henry the Alman emperor; and 
to fend her forth pompoufly, all the nobility contributed 
theirjewels and richeft ornaments. But it ixiiy feem a 
wonder, that our hiftorians, if they deferve that name, 
(hould in a matter fo remarkable, and fo near their own 
time, fo much differ. Huntingdon relates, againft the 
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credit of all otlicr records, that Hardccnute thus dead, 
the Englifh rejoicing at this unexpefted riddance of the 
Danilh yoke,fcnt over to Elfred, the elder fon of Emma 
bykingEthelred, of whom we heard but now that he 
died a prifoner at Ely, fent thither by Harold fix years 
before; that he came ,now out of Normandy, with a 
great number of men, to receive the crown ; that earl 
Godwin, aiming to have his daughter queen of England, 
by marrying her to Edward a fimplc youth, for he 
thought Elfred of a higher fpirit than to accept her, per- 
fuaded the nobles, that Elfred had brought over too 
many Normans, had promifed them land here, that it 
was notfafe to fuffera warlike and fubtlc nation to take 
root in the land, that thefe were to be fo handled as none 
of them might dare for the future to flock hither, upon 
pretence of relation to the king : thereupon by common 
content of the nobles, both Elfred and his company werd 
dealt with as was above related j that they then fent 
for Edward out of Normandy, with hoflages to be left 
there of their faithful intentions to make him king, and 
their defircs not to bring over with him many Normans ; 
that Edward at their call came then firft out of Nor- 
mandy ; whereas ali others agree, that he came volun- 
tarily over to vifit Hardecnute, as is before faid, and was 
remaining then in court at the time of his death. For 
Hardecnute dead, faith Malmfbury, Edward, doubting 
greatly his own fafety, determined to rely wholly on the 
advice and fiivour of earl Godwin j defiring therefore 
by meflengers to have private fpeech with him, the earl 
a while deliberated : at lafl aflenting, prince luiward 
came» and would have fallen at his feet ; but that not 
permitted, told him the danger wherein he thought him- 
felf at prefent, and in great perplexity befought his help, 
to convey him fomc whither out of the land. Godwin 
foon apprehending the fair occafion that now as it were 
prompted him how to advance .himfclf and his family, 
cheertully exhorted him to remember himfelf the fon of 
Ethelred^ the grandchild of Edgar, right heir to the 
crown, at full age ; not to think of flying, but of reign- 
ing, which might cafily be brought about, if he would 
follow his counfelj then letting forth the po.vcr riid 
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authority whidh he had in England, promifed it (hould 
be all his to fet him on the throne, ]f he on his part 
would promife and fwear to be for ever his friend, to pre* 
ferve the honour of his houfe, and to marry his daughter. 
Edward, as his necefiity then was, confented eafily, and 
fwore to whatever Godwin required. An aflembly of 
dates thereupon met at Gillingham, where Edward 
pleaded his right j and by the powerful influence of 
Godwin was accepted. Others, as Brompton, with ao 
probability write, that Godwin at this time was fled into 
Denmark, for what he had done toElfred, returned and 
fubmitted himfelf to Edward then king, was by him 
charged openly with the death of Elfred, ^nd not without 
much ado, by the intercejQion of Leofric ^d other peers, 
received at length into favour. 

EDWARD the ConfefTor. 

Glad were the Englifli delivered fo unexpeftedly 
from their Danilh mailers, and little thought how near 
another conquefl was hanging over them. Edward, the 
Eafter following*, crowned at Winchefter, the fame 
year accompanied with earl Godwin, Leofric, and Siwafd^ 
came ^ain thither on a fudden, and by their couniel 
feized on the treafure of his mother Emma« The caufe 
alleged is, that (he was hard to him in the time of hit 
banifliment ; and indeed Qie is faid not much to have 
loved Ethelred her former hulband, and thereafter the 
children by him ; (he was moreover noted to be very 
covetous, bard to the poor, and profufe to monaftertes. 
t About this time alfo king Edward, according to pro-^ 
mife, took to wife Edith orEgithearl Godwin's daughter, 
commended much for beauty, modefty, and beyond 
what is requifite in a woman, learning. Ingulf, then 
a youth lodging in the court with his father, faw her oft, 
and coming from the fchool, was fometimes met by her 
aifld poied, not in grammar only, but in logic. luiward 
the next year but one % made ready a ftrong navy 
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at Sandwich againft Magnus king of Norway, who 
threatened an invaiion, had not Swane king of Denmark 
diverted him by a war at home to defend his own land * ; 
not out oi good will to Edward, as may be fuppofed, 
who at the fame time exprefled none to the Danes, 
banifliing Gunildis the niece of Canute with her two (bnSt 
and Ofgod by fumame Clapa, out of the realm, f Swane, 
overpowered by Magnus, fent the next year to entreat 
aid of king Edward ; Godwin gave counfel to fend 
him fifty ftips fraught with foldiers ; but Leofric and 
the general voice gainfaying, none were fent, J The 
next year Harold Harvager, king of Norway, fending 
embafladors, made peace with king Edward ; but an 
earthc^uake at Worcefter and Derby, peftilcnce and fa- 
mine m many places, much leflened the enjoyment there« 
of. § The next year Henry the emperor, difpleafed with 
Baldwin earl of Flanders, had (Iraitened him with a great 
army by land ; and fending to king Edward, defired 
him with his (hips to hinder what he might his efcape 
by fea. The king therefore, with a great navy coming 
to Sandwich, there ftaid ,till the emperor came to an 
agreement with earl Baldwin. Mean-while Swane fon 
of earl Godwin, who, not permitted to marry Edgiva 
the abbefs of Chefter by him deflowered, had left the 
land, came out of Denmark with eight (hips, feigning a 
defire to return into the king's favour ; and Bconi hjs 
coufin german, who commanded part of the king*s 
navy, promifed to intercede, that his earldom might be 
reftored him. Godwin therefore and Beorn with a few 
Ihips, the reft of the fleet gone home, coming to Peven- 
iey (but Godwin foon departed thence in purfuit of 
twenty nine Dani(h (hips, who had got much booty on 
the coaft of EflTex, and peri(hed by tempeft in their re-^ 
turn) Swane with his (hips come$ to Beorn at Peven(ey, 
guilefully requefts him to fail with him to Sandwich, 
and reconcile him to the king, as he had promifed. 
Beorn miftrufting no evil where he intended good, went 
with him in his (hip attended by three only of his fer« 
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vants: but Swanc, fet upon barbarous cruelty, not re- 
conciliation with the king, took Beorn nqw in his power^ 
and bound him ; then coming to Dartmouth, flew and 
buried him in a deep ditch. ^ After which the men of 
Haftings took fix of his (hips, and brought them to the 
king at Sandwich; with the other two he efcaped into 
Flanders, there remaining till Aldred bifliop of Worcef- 
ter by earned mediation wrought his peace with the 
king. * About this time king Edward fent to pope Leo, 
defiring abfolution from a vow which he had made in his 
younger years, to take a journey to Rome, if God. 
vOuchfaTed him to reign in England j the pope difpenfed 
with his vow, but not without the expenfc of his journey 
given to the poor, and a monaftery built or reedified 
to St. Peter; who in a vifion to a monk, as is (aid, chofe 
Weftminfter, which king Edward thereupon rebuilding 
endowed with large privileges and revenues. The 
lame year, faith Florent of Worcefter, certain Irilh 
pirates with thirty fix fliips entered the mouth of Severn, 
and with the aid of Griffin prince of South Wales, did 
(bme hurt in thofe parts : then pafliing the river Wye, 
burnt Dunedham, and flew all the inhabitants they 
f >und. Againft whom Aldred bifliop of Worcefter, with 
a few out of Gloucefter and Hereford (hire, went out in 
hafte : but Griffin, to whom the Welfli and Irifli had 
privily fent meflengers, came down upon the Englifli 
with his whole power by night, and early in the morning 
fuddenly alTaulting them, flew many, and put the reft to 
flight, t The next year but one, king Edward remitted 
the Danifli tax which had continued thirty eight 
years heavy upon the land fince Ethelred firft paid it to 
the Danes, and what remained thereof in his treafury he 
fent back to the owners: but through imprudence laid 
the foundation of a far worfe mifchief to the Englifli; 
while ftudying gratitude to thofe Normans, who to 
him in exile had been helpful, he called them over to 
public offices here, whom better he might have, repaid 
out of his private purfe ; by this means cxafperating 
either .nation one againft the other, and making way 
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by degrees to the Norman conqueft. Robert a 
monk of that count r}', who had been ferviceable to him 
there in time of need, he made bi(hop, firft of London, 
then of Canterbury ; William his chaplain, bifhop of 
Dorchefter. Then began the Englifti to lay afide their 
own ancient cuftoms, and in many things to imitate 
French manners, the great peers to fpeak French in their 
houfes, in French to write their bills and letters, as a 
great piece of gentility, alhamed of their own : a pre- 
lagc of their (ubjedion (hortly to that people, whofe 
mhions and language they afTedcd lb flavifhly. But 
that which gave beginning to many troubles enfuing 
happened this year, and upon this occafion. ^ Euftace 
carl of Bolbign, father of the famous Godfrey who won 
Jeru{alem from the Saracens, and hufband to Goda the 
king's fifter, having been to viiit king Edward, and return- 
ing by Canterbury to take Ihip at Dover, one of his har- 
bingers, infolently feeking to lodge by force in ahoufe 
there, provoked fo the matter thereof, as by chance or 
heat of anger to kill him. The count, with his whole 
train going to the houfe where his fcrvant had been 
killed, flew both the flayer and eighteen more who de- 
fended him. But the townfmen running to arms requited 
him with the flaughter of twenty more of his fervants, 
wounded moft of the rett ; he bimiclf with one or two 
hardly efcaping, ran back with clamour to the king ; 
whom, feconded by other Norman courtiers, he ftirred 
up to great anger againtt the citizens of Canterbury. 
Earl Godwin in hatte is fent for, the caufe related and 
much aggravated by the king againtt that city, the 
earl commanded to raife forces, and ufe the citizens 
thereof as enemies. Godwin, Ibrry to fee ftrangers 
more favoured of the king than his native people, an- 
fwered, that " it were better to fummon firft the chief 
men of the town into the king's court, to charge them 
with fedition, where both parties might be heard, that 
not found in fault they might be acquitted : if other- 
wife, by fine or lofs of life might fatisfy the king, 
whofe peace they had broken, and the count whom they 
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had injured ; till this Were done refufing to profecute 
with hoftile punifhment them of his own country un- 
heard, whom his office was rather to defend.*' The 
king difpleafed with his refufal, and not knowing hpw 
to compel him, appointed an affembly of ail the pecfs to 
be held at Gloucefter, where the matter might be fully 
tried ; the affembly was full and frequent according to 
fummons : but Godwin miftrufting his own caufe, or 
the violence of his adverfaries, with his two fons, Swane 
and Harold, and a great power gathered out of his own 
and his fons earldoms, which contained moft of the 
fouth-eaft and weft parts of England, came no farther 
than Bevcrftan, giving out that their forces were to go 
againftthe Wel(h,-who intended an irruption into Here- 
ford (hire i and Swane under that pretence lay with part 
of his army thereabout. The Wellh undcrftanding this 
device, and with all diligence clearing themfelves before 
the king, left Godwin detcftcd of falfc accufation in 
great hatred to all the affembly. Leofric therefore and 
Si ward, dukes of great power, the former in Mercia, the 
other in all parts beyond Humber^ both ever feithful to 
tht king, fend privily with fpeed to raife the forces of 
their provinces. Which Godwin not knowing fent 
bold to king Kdward, demanding count Euftace and his 
followers, together with thofe Boloignians, who, as 
Simeon writes, held a caftle in the jurifdidtion of Can- 
terbury. The kin^, as then having but little force at 
hand, entertamed him a while with treaties and delays, 
till his fummoned army drew nigh, then rejefted his de- 
mands. Godwin, thus matched, commanded his (bns 
not to begin fight againft the king ; begun with, not to 
give ground. The king's forces were the flower of 
thole counties whence they came, ai^d eager to fall on : 
but Leofric and the wifer fort, detefting civil war*, 
brought the matter to this accord ; that hoftages given 
on cither fide, the caufe (hould be again debated at Xx>n- 
don. Thither the king and lords coming with their 
army, fent to Godwin and his fons (who with their 
powers were come as far as Southwark) commanding 
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their appearance unarmed with only twelve attendants, 
4nd that the reft of their foldiers they fhould deliver 
over to the king. They to appear without pledges be- 
fore an adverl'e faftion denied ; but to difmifs their fol- 
diers refufed not, nor in aught clfe to o'^ey the king as 
far as might ftand with honour and the juft regard of 
their fafety. This anfwer not pleafing the king, an 
edift was prefently iffued forth, that Godwin and his 
fons within five days depart the land. He, who per- 
ceived now his numbers to diminiih, readily obeyed, 
and with his wife and three fons, Tofti, Swane, and 
Gyrtha, with as much treafure as their (hip could carry, 
embarked at Thorney, failed into Flanders to earl Bald- 
win, whofe daughter Judith Tofti had married : forWul- 
nod his fourth fon was then a hoftage to the king in Nor- 
mandy ; his other two, Harold and Leofwin, taking (hip 
at Briftow, in a veffel that lay ready there belonging to 
Swane, pa(red into Ireland. King Edward, purfuing 
his dilpleafure, divorced his wife Edith earl Godwin's 
daughter, fending her defpoiled of all her ornaments to 
Warewel with one waiting-maid; to be kept in cuftody 
by his (ifter the abbefs there. * His reafon of fo doing was 
as har(h as his aft, that (he only, while her ncareft rela- 
tions were in banilhment, might not, though innocent, 
enjoy eafe at home. After this, William duke of Nor- 
mandy, with a great number of followers coming into 
England, was by king Edward honourably entertained, 
and led about the cities and caftles, as it were to Ihow 
him what ere long was to be his own, (though at that 
time, faith Ingulf, no mention thereof paffed between 
them) then, after fome time of his abode here, pre- 
fented richly and difmi(red, he returned home, f The 
next year queen E.mma died, and was buried at Win- 
chefter. The chronicle attributed to John Brompton a 
York(hire abbot, but rather of fome namelefs author 
living under Edward III, or later, reports that the year 
before, by Robert the archbilhop (he was accufcd both 
of con(enting to the death of her Ion Alfred, and of 
preparing poifon for Edward alio ; laftly of too much 
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familiarity with Alwin bifliop of Winchefter : . that to ap- 
prove her iniiocence, praying overnight to St. Swithune, 
(he offered to pafs blindfold between certain plough- 
Ihares redhot, according to the ordalian law, which 
without harm (he performed ; that the king thereupon 
received her to honour, and from her and the biChop^ 
penance for his credulity ; that the archbifhop, afhamed 
of his accufation, fled out of England : which, be(id€S 
the filence of ancicnter authors (for the bifhop fled not 
till a year after) brings the whole ttory into fufpicion, 
in this more probable, if it can be proved, that in me- 
mory of this deliverance from the nine burning plough- 
(hares, queen Emma gave to the abbey of St. Swithunc 
nine manors, and bifliop Alwin other nine. About this 
time Griffin prince of South Wales wafted Hereford- 
fliire ; to oppofe whom the people of that country, 
with many Normans, garrifoned in the caftle of Here- 
ford, went out in arms, but were put to the worfe, 
many flain, and much booty driven away by the WeUh. 
Soon after which Harold and Leofwin, fons of Godwin, 
coming into Severn with many (hips, in the confines of 
Somerfet and Dorfet(hire, fpoiled many villages, and refi(t- 
ed by thofe of Somerfet and Devonfhire, flew in a fight 
jnore than thirty of their principal men, many of the com- 
mon fort, and returned with much booty to their fleet. 
* King Edward oh the other fide made ready above 
fixty fliips at Sandwich well ftorcd with men and pro- 
vifion, under the conduft of Odo and Radulf two of his 
Norman kindred, enjoining them to find out Godwin, 
.whom he heard to be at lea. To quicken them,, he 
himfelf lay on (hipboard, oft times watched and failed 
up and down in fearch of thofe pirates. But Godwin, 
whether in a mift, or by other accident, pafling by 
them, arrived in another part of Kent, and difperfing 
feveral meffengers abroad, by fair words allured the 
chief men of Kent, Surrey, and E(rex, to his party ; 
which news coming to the king's fleet at Sandwich, 
they hafted to find him out ; but miflTing of him again, 
came tip without effed to London, Godwin, adver- 
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tifed of this, forthwith (ailed to the Ifle of Wight ; 
where at length his two fons Harold and Leofwin find- 
ing him, with their united navy lay on the coaft, for- 
bearing other hoftility than to furnifli themfelves with 
frelh vi&uals from land as they needed. Thence as one 
fleet they fet forward to Sandwich, ufing all fair means 
by the way to increafe their numbers both of mariners 
and foldiers. The king then at London, ftartled at thefe 
tidings, gave fpeedy order to raife forces in all parts that 
had not revolted from him ; but now too late, for God- 
win within a few days after with his (hips or galleys 
came up the river Thames to Southwark, and till the 
tide returned had conference with the Londoners; 
whom by fair fpeeches (for he was held a good I'peaker 
in tho(e times) he brought to his bent. The tide re- 
turned, and none upon the bridge hindering, he rowed 
up in his galleys along the fouth bank; where his land- 
army, now come to him, in array of battle now (lood on 
the (hore; then turning toward the north (ide of the 
river, where the king's galleys lay in fome readinefs, 
and land forces alio not far off, he made (how as offer- 
ing to fight; but they underflood one another, and the 
(bidiers on either (ide foon declared their refolution not 
to fight Engliih againft Englilh. Thence co.i ing to 
treaty, the king and the earl reconciled, both armies 
were diffolved, Godwin and his fons reftored to their 
former dignities, except Svvane, who, touched in con- 
fcience for the (laughter of Beorn his kinfman, was gone 
barefoot tcf Jerufalcm, and, returning home, died by 
fickncfs or Saracens in Lycia ; his wife Edith, Godwin's 
(laughter, kinc; Edward took to him again, dignified 
as before. Then were the Normans, who had dcMie 
many unjuft things under the king's authority, and 
given him ill counfcl againft his people, banifhed the 
realm ; fome of them, not blamable, perniitted to ftay. 
Robert archbifliop of Canterbury, William of London, 
Ulf of Lincoln, all Normans, hardly efcapingwiih their 
followers, got to fea. The archbifliop went with his 
complaint to Rome ; but returning, died in Normandy 
at the fame monaftery from whence became. Olbern 
aad Hugh furrendcred their caftlcs, and by permiffion 
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of Lcofric pafled through his countries with their Nor- 
mans to Macbeth king of Scotland. * The year follow- 
ing, Rhefe, brother to Griffin, prince of South Wales, 
who by inroads had done much damage to the Engli(h, 
taken at Bulendun, was put to death by the king's ap- 
pointment, and his head brought to him at Gloucefter. 
The fame year at Wincheder, on the fecond holyday 
of Eafter, earl Godwin, fitting with the king at table, 
funk down fuddenly in his feat as dead : his thiee fons, 
Harold, Tofti, and Girtha, forthwith earned him into 
the king's chamber, hoping he might revive : but the 
malady had fo feized him, that the fifth day after he 
expired. The Normans who hated Godwin give out, 
faith Malmfbury, that mention happening to be made 
of Elfred, and the king thereat looking fourly upon 
Godwin, he, to vindicate himfelf, uttered. thefe words: 
" Thou, O king, at -every mention made of thy bro- 
ther Elfred, looked frowningly upon me ; but let God 
not fuffer me to fwallow this morfel, if I be guilty of 
aught done againft his life or thy advantage;*' that 
after thefe words, choaked with the morfel taken, he 
funk down and recovered not. His firft wife was the 
filler of Canute, a woman of much infamy for the trade 
fhe drove of buying up Englifli youths and maids to fell 
in Denmark, whereof fhe made great gain ; but ere long 
was ftruck with thunder, and died. «f The year enfu- 
ing, Siward earl of Northumberland, with a great num- 
ber of horfe and foot, attended alfo by aftrong fleet at 
the king's appointment, made an expedition into Scot- 
land, vanquilhed the tyrant Macbeth, flaying many 
thoufands of Scots withthofe Normans that went thi- 
ther, and placed Malcolm fon of the Cumbrian king in 
his ftead ; yet not without lofs of his own fon, and 
many other both Englifli and Danes. Told of his fon's 
death}, he afked whether he received his death's wound 
before or behind. When it w\is anfwered, before; ** I 
am glad," faith he, " and fliould not elfe have thought 
him, hotugh my fon, worthy of burial." In the mean- 
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while king Edward, being without iflue to fucceed him, 
fent Aldred bilhop of Wincheller with great prefcnts to 
tne emperor, entreating him to prevail with the king of 
Hungary, that Edward, the remaining fon of his bro- 
ther Edmund Ironfide, might be fent into Esgland. 
Siward, but one year furviving his great victory, died 
at York* ; reported by Huntingdon a man of giantlike 
ftature ; and by his own demeanour at point of death 
manifcfted, of a rougli and mere foldierly mind. For 
much difdaining to die in bed by a difeafe, not in the 
field fighting with his enemies, he caufed himfclf com- 
pletely armed, and weaponed with battleaxe and (hield, 
to be fet in a chair, whether to fight with death, if he 
could be fo vain, or to meet him (when far other wer . 
pons and preparations were needful) in a martial bra- 
very ; but true fortitude glories not in the feats of war, 
as they are fuch, but as they ferve to end war fooneft by 
a vi^orious peace. His earldom the king beftowed on 
Tofti the fon of earl Godwin: and foon after, in a con- 
vention held at London, banilhed without vifible caufc, 
Huntingdon faith for treafon, Algar the fon of Leofric ; 
who, paffing into Ireland, foon returned with eighteen 
(hips to Griffin prince of South Wales, requefting his 
aid againft king Edward. He, aflcmbling his powers, 
entered with him into Hercfordlhire ; whom liadulf a 
timorous captain, {on to the king's fifter, not by Euf- 
tace, but a former hufb-ind, met two miles diftant from 
Hereford ; and having horfed the Englilh, who knew bet- 
ter to fight on foot, without llroke he with his French and 
Normans l')eginning to fly, taught the Engiilh by his ex- 
ample. Griffin and Algar, following the chafe, flew many, 
wounded more, entered Hereford, flew feven canons de- 
fending the minder, burnt the monallery and reliques, 
then the city; killing ibme, leading captive others of the 
citizens, returned with great fpoils ; whereof King Edward 
having notice gathered a great army at Glouceftcr un- 
der the condud: of Harold, now earl of Kent, who 
ftrcnuoufly purfuing Griffin entered Wales, and en- 
camped beyond Straddalc. But the enemy flying bc« 
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fore him farther into the country, leaving there the 
greater part of his army with fuch as had charge to 
fight, if occafion were offered, with the reft he returned, 
and fortified Hereford with a wall and gates. Mean«* 
while GrifSn and Algar, dreading the diligence of 
Harold, after many meiTages to and fro, concluded a 
peace with him. Algar, difcharging his fleet with 
pay at. Weft-Chefter, came to the king, and was reftored 
to his earldom. But Griffin with breach of faith, 
the next year ^ fet upon Leofgar the bilhop of Here- 
ford and his clerks then at a place caLllcd Glaftbrig, 
with Agelnoth vifcount of the (hire, and flev^ them ; 
but Leofric, Harold, and king Edward, by force, as is 
likelieft, though it be not faid how, reduced him tQ 
peace. ^ The next, year Edward fon of Edmund Iron- 
fide, for whom his uncle king Edward had fcnt to the 
emperor, came outof Hungarjs deligned fucceflbr to the 
crown ; but within a few days after his coming died at 
London, leaving behind him Edgar Atheling his fon, 
Margaret and Chriftiana his daughters. About the 
fame time alfo died earl Leofric in a good old age, a man 
of no lefs virtue than power in his time, religious, pru- 
dent, and faithful to his country, happily wedded to 
Godiva, a woman of great praife. His fon Algar found 
lefs favour with king Edward, again baniflied the year 
after his father's death J, but he again by the aid of 
Griffin and a fleet from Norway, maugre the king, foon 
recovered his earldom. § The next year Malcolm king 
of Scots, cOniing to vifil king Edward, was brought oa 
his way by Tofti the Northumbrian, to whom he fwore 
brotherhood: yet the next year but one ||, while Tofti 
was gone to Rome with Aldred archbifhop of York for. 
his pall, this fworn brother, taking advantage of his ab- 
fence, roughly harafled Northumberland. The year 
paffing to an end without other matter of moment, fave 
the frequent inroads and robberies of Griffin, whom no 
bonds of faith cou!d reftrain, king Edward fent againft 
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him after Chriftmas Harold now duke of Weft-Saxons *, 
with no great body of horfe, from Glouccfter, where 
he then kept his court; whofe coming heard of Griffin 
not daring to abide, nor in any part of his land holding 
himfelf fecure, efcaped hardly by lea, ere Harold, com- 
ing to Rudeland, burnt his palace and (hips there, re- 
turning to Gloucefter the lame day. '^f But by the mid- 
dle of May fetting out with a licet from Briftow, he 
failed about the moft part of Wales, and met by his 
brother Tofti with many troops of horfe, as the king 
had appointed, began to wafte the country s but the 
VVelfli giving pledges, yielded themfelves, promifed to 
become tributary, and banilh Griffin their prince; who 
lurking fomewhcre was the next year J taken and flain 
by Griffin prince of North Wales; his head with the 
bead and tackle erf" his Ihip fent to Harold, by him to the 
king, who of his gentlcnefs made Blechgent and Rith- 
wallon, or Rivallon, his two brothers, princes in bis 
(lead; ihey to Harold in behalf of the king fwore fealty 
and tribute. § Yet the next year Harold having built a 
(kir houfe at a place called Portafcith in Monmouthfhire, 
and ftored it with provifion, that the king might lodge 
there in time of hunting, Caradoc, the Ion of Griffin 
flain the year before ||, came with* a number of men, 
flew all he found there, and took away the provifion. 
Soon after which the Northumbrians in a tumult at 
York befet the palace of Tofti their earl, flew more than 
two hundred of his foldiers and fcrvants, pillaged his 
treafure, and put him to fly for his life. The caule of 
this infurreftion they alleged to be, for that the queen 
Edith had commanded, in her brother Tofti's behalf, 
Gofpatric a nobleman of that country to be trcacheroufly 
flain in the king's court; and that Tofti himfelf the year 
before with like treachery had caufcd to be flain in his 
chamber Gamel and Ulf, two other of thqir noblemen, 
befides his intolerable exaftions and oppreffions. Then 
in a manner the whole country, coming up to complain 
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of their grievances, met with Harold at Northampton,- 
whom the king at Tofti's requeft had fent to pacify the 
Northumbrians ; but they laying open the crueltyof his 
government, and their own birthright of freedom not to 
endure the tyranny of any governor whatfoever, with 
abfolute refufal to admit him again, and Harold hearing 
reaion, all the accomplices of Tofti were expelled the 
earldom. He himfelf, banifhed the realm, went into 
Flanders; MorcaF the fon of Algar made earl in his 
fiead. Huntingdon tells another caufe of Tofti's ba- 
nifhment, that one day at Windfor, while Harold reach- 
ed the cup to king Edward, Tofti, envying to fee his 
younger brother in greater favour than himfelf, could 
not forbear to run furioufly upon him, catching hold of 
his hair; the fcuffle was loon parted by other attend* 
ants ruftiing between, and Tofti forbidden the court. 
He with continued fury riding to Hereford, where Ha- 
rold had many fervants, preparing an entertainment for 
the king, came to the houfe and fet upon them with his 
followers ; then lopping off hands, arms, legs of fome, 
heads of others, threw them into buts of wine, meath, 
or ale, which were laid in for the king's drinking: and 
at his going away charged them to fend him this word, 
that of other frclh meats he might bring with him to 
his farm what he pleafed, but of foufe he (hould find 
plenty provided ready for him : that for this barbarous 
aft the king pronounced him banifticd ; that the Nor- 
thumbrians, taking advantage at the king's difpleafure 
and fcntence againll him, role alfo to be revenged of his 
cruelties done to themfclves. But this no Way agrees; 
for wliy then flioukl Harold or the king fo much labour 
with the Norihunibrians to readmit him, if he were a 
baniftied man for his crimes done before? About this 
tihie it happened, that Harold putting to fea one day 
for his plcafurc*, in a fi(heiboat, from his manor at 
Bofeham in SuHex, caught with a tempeft too far off 
Ifmds was carried into Normandy; and by the carl of 
Pontiew, on whofe coaft he was driven, at his own re- 
queft brought to duke William ; who, entertaining him 
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with great courtefey, (o far won him, as to promife the 
duke by oath of his own accord, not only the caftlc of 
Dover then in his tenure, but the kingdom alfo after 
king Edward's death to his utmoft endeavour, there- 
upon betrothing the duke's daughter then too young 
for marriage, and departing richly prefented. Others 
fay, that king Edward himfelf, after the death of Edward 
his nephew, fent Harold thither on purpofe to acquaint 
duke William with his intention to bequeath him his 
kingdom * : but Maimfbury accounts the former ftory 
to be the truer. Ingulf writes, that king Edward now 
grown old, and perceiving Edgar his nephew both in 
body and mind unfit to govern, efpecially againft the 
pride and infolence of Godwin's fons, who would never 
obey him; duke William on the other fide of high 
merit, and his kinfman by the mother, had fent Robert 
archbifhop of Canterburj', to acquaint the duke with . 
his purpofe, not long before Harold came thither. The 
former part may be true, that king Edward upon fuch 
confiderations had fent one or other; but archbifliop 
Robert was fled the land, and dead many years before. 
Eadmer and Simeon write, that Harold went of his own 
accord into Normandy, by the king's permiflion or con- 
nivance, to get free his brother Wulnod and nephew 
Hacun the fon of Swane, whom the king had taken hof- 
t^es of Godwin, and fent into Normandy ; that king 
Edward foretold Harold, his journey thither would be 
to the detriment of all England, and his own reproach; 
that duke William then acquainted Harold, how Ed- 
ward ere his coming to the crown had promifed, if 
ever he attained it, to leave duke William fuccefllbr after 
bim. Laft of thefe Matthew Paris writes, that Harold, 
to get free of duke William, affirmed his coming thither 
not to have been by accident or force of tempeft, but 
on fet purpofe, in that private manner to enter with 
him into fecret confederacy : fo varioufly arc thcfc 
things reported. After this king Edward grew fickly f, 
yet as he was able kept his Chriilmas at London, and 
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was at the dedication of St. Peter's church in Weftmin- 
fter, which he had rebuilt; but on theeveof Epiphany, 
or Twelfthtide, deceafed much lamented, and in the 
church was entombed. That he was harniicfs and fini- 
ple, is conjectured by his words in anger to a pealant, 
who had croffed his game (for with hunting and hawk-* 
ing he was much delighted) " by God and God's mo- 
ther," faid he, " I fhall do you as (hrewd a turn if I 
can;" obferving that Jaw maxim, the beft of all his fuc* 
ceflbrs, '* That the king of England can do no wrong;" 
The foftnefsof his nature gave growth to fadtions of 
thofe about him, Norqjans efpecially and Englifh ; thefe 
complaining, that Robert the archbilhop was a fower of 
diflenfion between the king and his. people, a traducer 
of the Englifli ; the other fide, that Godwin and his 
Ions bore themfelves arrogantly and proudly towardt 

•the king, ufiirping to themfelves equal Ihare in the go^ 
vernment, ofttimes making fport with his fimplicity •; 
that through their power in the land, they made no 
fcruple to kill men of whofe inheritance they took ^ 
liking, and fo to take poffeffion. The truth is, that 
Godwin and his fons did many things boifteroufly and 
violently, much againft the king's mind; which noc 

' able to refill, he had, as fome fay, his wife Edith God- 
win's daughter in fuch averfation, as in bed, never to 
have touched her; whether for this caufe, or miftaken 
chaftity, not commendable; to inquire further, is not 
material. His laws held good and juft, and long after 
defired by the Englifh of their Norman kings, are yet 
extant. He is faid to be at table not exceffive, at fefti* 
vals nothing puffed up with the coflly robes he worc^ 

. which his queen with ciirious art had woven for him in 
gold. He was full of almfdeeds, and exhorted thei 
monks to like charity. He is faid to be the firfl Englifh 
king, that cured the difeafe thence called the king's evil ; 
yet Malmfbury blames them who attribute that cure to 
his royalty, not to his fandity ; faid alfo to have cured 
certain blind men with the water wherein he hath 
Wafhed his bands. A little before his death, lying 
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fpecchtefs two days, the third day, after a deep fleep^ 
he was heard to pray, that if it were a true vifion, not 
an illufion which he had feen, God would give him 
ftrength to utter it, otherwife not. Then he related 
how he had feen two devout monks, whom he knew 
in Normandy to have lived and died well, who appear- 
ing told him they were fent mcflengers from God to 
foretcl, that becaufe the great ones of England, dukes, 
lords, bifhops, and abbots, were not minifters of'God, 
but of the devil, God had delivered the land to their 
enemies; and when he dcfired, that he might reveal this 
vifion, to the end they might repent, it was anfwered, 
they neither will repent, neither will- God pardon them : 
at this relation others trembling, Stigand the fimonious 
archbilhop, whom Edward much to blame had fufTercd 
many years to fit primate in the church, is faid to have 
laughed, as at the feverill) dream of a doting old man; 
but the event proved it true. 

HAROLD, fon of Earl Godwin. 

Harold, whether by king Edward a little before his 
death ordained fucceflbr to the crown, as Simeon of 
Durham, and * others affirm ; or by the prevalence ojF 
liis faftion, excluding Edgar the right heir, grandchild 
to Edmund Ironfidc, as Malmfbury and Huntingdon 
agree ; no fooner was the funeral of king Edward ended^ 
but oq the fame day was elefted and crowned king : and 
no fooner placed in the throne, but began to frame him- 
fclf by all manner of compliances to gain affeftion, en- 
deavpured to make good laws, repealed bad, became a 
great patron to church and churchmen, courteous and 
affable to all reputed good, a hater of evildoers, charged 
all bis officers' to punifh thieves, robbers, and all dis- 
turbers of the peace, while he himfelf by fea and land la- 
boured in the defence of his country : fo good an aftor 
is ambition. In the mean while a blazing flar, feven 
mornings together, about the end of April was firen to 
^am terribly, not only over England, but other parts 
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of the world; foretelling here, as was thought, the great 
changes approaching: plaihlieft prognofticated by Elmer, 
a monk . of Malmfbury, who could not forefee, when 
time was, the breaking of his own legs for foaring too 
high. He in his youth ftrangely afpiring, had made and 
fitted wings to his hands'and feet; with thefe on the top 
of a tower, fpread out to gather air, he flew more than 
a furlong; but the wind being too high, came fluttering 
down, to tiie maiming of all his limbs ; yet fo conceited 
of his art, that he attributed the caufe of his fall to the 
want of a tail, as birds have, which he forgot to make 
to his hinder parts. This flory, though feeming other- 
wife too light in the midft of a fad narration, yet for the 
ftrangenefs thereof, I thought worthy enough the pla^ 
ting, as I found it placed in my author. But to digress 
no farther: Tofti the king's brother coming froip Flan- 
ders, full of envy at his younger brother's advancement 
to the crown, refolved what he might to trouble his 
reign ; forcing therefore them of Wight Ifle to contri* 
bution, he failed thence to Sandwich, committing pira- 
cies on the coaft between. Harold, then refiding at Ix)n- 
don, with a great number of fhips drawn together, and 
of horfe troops by land, prepares in perfon for Sandwich: 
, whereof Tofti having notice direfts his courfe with fixty 
fliips towards Lindfey *, taking with him all the feamen 
he found, willing or unwilling: where he burnt many 
villages, and flew many of the inhabitants ; but Edwin 
the Mercian duke, and Morcar his brother, the Nor- 
thumbrian .earl, with their forces on either fide, fooa 
drove "him out of the country. Who thence betook 
him to Malcolm the Scottifli king, and with him abode 
the whole fummer. About the fame time duke William 
fending embafl!adors to admonifli Harold of his promife 
and oath, to aflift him in his plea to the kingdom, he 
made anfwer, that by the death of his daughter betrothed 
to him on that condition, he was abfolved of his oath f ; 
or not dead, he could not take her now an outlandifh 
woman, without confent of the realm; that it waspre- 
fumptuoufly done, and not to be perfifted in, if without 
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confent or knowledge of the ftates, he had fworn away 
the right of the kingdom ; that what he fwore was to 
gain his liberty, being in a manner then hisprifoner; 
that it was unrcafonable in the duke, to require or ex- 
pert of him the foregoing of a kingdom, conferred upon 
him with univerfal favour and acclamation of the people. 
To this flat denial he added contempt, fending the mef- 
fengcrs back, faith Matthew Paris, on maimed horfes. 
The duke, thus contemptuoufly put off*, addreflfes him- 
felf to the pope, fetting forth the juftice of his caufe; 
which Harold, whether through haughtinefs of mind, 
or diftruft, or that the ways to Rome were flopped, 
fought not to do. Duke William, befides the promife 
and oath of Harold, alleged that king Edward, by the 
advice of Seward,' Godwin himfelf, and Stigand the 
archbifhop, had given him the right of fucceffion, and 
had fent him the fon and nephew of Godwin, pledges of 
the gift : the pope fent to duke William, after this de- 
monftration of his right, a confecrated banner. Where- 
upon he having with great care and choice got an army 
of tall and ftout foldiers, under captains of great /kill 
and mature age, came in Auguft to the port of St. Valerie. 
Mean-while Harold from London comes to Sandwich, 
there expefting his navy ; which alfo coming, he fails 
to the Ifle of Wight; and having heard ot duke Wil- 
liam's preparations and readinefs to invade him, kept 
good watch on the coaft, and foot forces every where in 
tit places to guard the (horc. But ere the middle of 
September, provifion failing when it was moft needed, 
both fleet and army return home. When on a fudden, 
Harold Harvager king of Norway, with a navy of more 
than five hundred great fliips *, (others Icflen them by 
two hundred, others augment them to a thoufand)- ap- 
pears at the mouth of Tine; to whom earl Tofli with 
his fliips came as was agreed between them ; whence 
both uniting fet fail with all fpeed, and entered the river 
Humbcr. Thence turning into Oufe, as far as Rical, 
landed, and won York by aflTault. At thefe tidings Ha- 
rold with all his power haftes thitherward ; but ere his 
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comii^, Edwin and Morcar at Fulford by York, on the 
north fide of Oufe, about the feaft of St. Matthew hvA 
given them battle ; fuccefsfuUy at firft, but overborn at 
length with numbers ; and forced to turn their backs, 
more of them periQied in the river, than in the figbtr 
The Norwegians taking with them five hundred hofliagcs 
out of York, and leaving there one hundred and fifty 
of their own, retired to their (hips. But the fifth day 
after, king Harold with a great and >yell-appointed 
army coming to York, and at Stamford bridge, or Battle 
bridge on Darwent, aflailing the Norwegians, after much 
bloodflied on botli fides, cut off the greateft part of them 
with Harvager their, king, and 1 bfti his own brother *. 
But Olave the king's fon, and Paul earl of Orkney, left 
with many foldiers to guard the (hips, furrendering 
them(elves with hoftages, and oath given never to re- 
turn as enemies, he fufFered freely to depart with twenty 
ihips, and the fmall remnant of their army, f One 
man of the Norwegians is not to be forgotten, who with 
incredible valour keeping the bridge a long hour againft 
the whole Engli(h army, with his fingle refiftance delayed 
their viftory ; and fcorning offered life, till in the end 
no man daring to grapple with him, either dreaded as 
too (Irong, or contemned as one defperate, he was at 
length (hot dead with an arrow ; and by Kis fall opened 
the paffage of purfuit to a complete victory. Where- 
with Harold lifted up in mind, and forgetting now his 
former (hows of popularity, defrauded his (oldiers their 
due and well deferved lliare of the fpoils. While the(e 
things p^flTed in Northumberland, duke William lay ftill 
at St. Valerie; his (hips were ready, but the wind fcrved 
not for many day's ; which put the Ibldiery into much 
difcouragement and murmur, taking this for an unlucky 
fign of their fuccefs ; at laft the wind came favourable, 
the duke firft under fail awaited the reft at anchor, till 
all coming forth, the whole fleet of nine hundred (hips 
with a profperous gale arrived at Haftings. At his going 
out of the boat by a flip falling on his hands, to correct 
the omen §, a foldier ftanding by faid aloud, 'that their 
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duke had taken pofleflion of England* Landed, he re-* 
ftraioed bis army from wade and fpoil, faying that they 
ought to fpare what was their own. But thefe things 
are related of Alexander and Csfar, and I doubt thence 
borrowed by the monks to inlay their (lory. The duke 
for fifteen days after landing kept his men quiet within 
the camp, having ' taken the caflle of Haflings, or built 
a fortrefs there. Harold fecure the while, and proud of 
his new vi&ory, thought all his enemies now under foot : 
but fitting joUily at dinner, news is brought him that 
duke William of Normandy with a great multitude of 
horfe and foot, flingers and archers, befides other choice 
auxiliaries which he had hired in France, was arrived at 
Pevenfey. Harold, who had expefted him all the fum- 
mcr, but not fo late in the year as now it was, for it 
was Oftober, with his forces much diminilhed after two 
fore conflicts, and the departing of many others from 
him difcontented, in great hade marches to London. 
Thence not tarrying for fupplies, which were on their 
way towards him, hurries into Suflex (for he was always 
in hade iince the day of his coronation) and ere the third 
part of his army could be well put in order, finds the 
duke about nine miles from Hadings, and now drawing 
nigh, fent fpies before him to furvey the drength and 
number of his enemies : them difcovered fuch the duke 
caufing to be led about, and after well filled with meat 
and drink, fent back. They not otherwife brought word, 
that the duke*s army were mod of them prieds; for 
they (a\y their faces all over fliaven; the EngliQi then 
ufing to let grow on their upper lip large mudachios, as 
did anciently the Britons. The king laughing anfwered, 
that they were not prieds, but valiant and hardy foldiers* 
Therefore faid Girtha his brother, a youth of noble cou- 
rage and underdanding above his age, " Forbear thou 
thyfclf to fight, who art obnoxious to duke William by 
oath, let us unfworn undergo the hazard of battle, who 
may judly fight in the defence of our country; thou, re- 
ferved to fitter time, mayd either reunite us flying, or 
rc\'cnge us dead." The king not hearkening to this, 
led it might (eem to argue fear in him or a bad caufe, 
with like refolution rcjefted the offers of duke William 
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' fent to him by a monk before the battle, with this only 
anfwer haftily delivered, ** Let God judge between us." 
The offers were thefe, that Harold would cither lay 
down the fceptre, or hold it of him, or try his title with 
him by fingle combat in fight of both armies, or refer 
it to the pope. Thefe rejedted, both fides prepared to 
fight the next morning, the Englifh firom finging and 
drinking all night, the Normans tirom confeflSon of their 
fins, and communion of the hoft. The EngliQi were in 
a ftrait difadvantageous place, fo that many, difcouraged 
with their ill ordering, fcarce having room where to 
ftand, flipped away before the onfet, the reft in clofe 
order, with their battleaxes and (hields, made an impe- 
netrable fquadron: the king himfelf with his brothei^ 
on foot ftood by the royal ftandard, wherein the figure 
of a man fighting was inwoven with gold and precious 
ftoncs. The Norman foot, moft bowmen, made the 
foremoft front, on either fide wings of horfe fomewhat 

. behind. The duke arming, and his corflet given him 
on the wrong fide, faid pleafantly, " The ftrength of my 
dukedom will be turned now into a kingdom/' Then 
the whole army finging the fong of Rowland, the re- 
membrance of whole exploits might hearten them, im- 
ploring laftly divine help, the battle began; and was 
fought forely on either fide : but the main body of Eng- 
lith foot by no means would be broken, till the duke, 
caufing-his men to feign flight, drew them out with de- 
fire of purfuit into open dilbrder, then turned fuddenly 
upon them fo routed by themfelves, which wrought 
their overthrow; yet fo ihey died not unmanfully, but 
turning oft upon their enemies, by the advantage of an 
upper ground, beat them down by heaps, and filled up 
a great ditch with their carcafies. Thus hung the vic- 
tory wavering on either fide from the third hour of day 
to evening; when Harold having maintained the fight 
with unfpeakable courage and perfonal valour, ftiot into 
the head with an arrow, fell at length, and left his fol- 
diers without heart longer to withi'tand the unwearied 
enemy. With Harold tell ^fo his two brothers, Leof- 
win and Girtha, with them grcateft part of the Englilh 
nobility. His body lying dead a knight or foldier 
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before the Normans came, the clergy, though in Edward 
the confeflbr's days, had loft all good literature and reli- 
gion, fcai^ce able to read and underftand their Latin fer- 
vice s he was a miracle to others who knew his gram- 
mar. The monks went clad in fine ftufis, and made no 
difference tvhat they eat j which though in itfelf no fault, 
yet to their confciences was irreligious. The great men, 
given to gluttony and diflblute life, made a prey of the 
common people, abufing their daughters whom they had 
in fervice, then turning them off to the (lews ; the meaner 
fort tippling together night and day, fpent all they had 
in drunkennefs, attended with other vices which effemi- 
nate men*s minds. Whence it came to pafs, that carried 
on with fury and rafhnefs more than any true fortitude 
or (kill of war, they gave to William their conqueror 
(o eafy a conqueft. Not but that fome few of all forts 
were much better among them ; but fuch was the gene- 
rality. And as the long fuffering of God permits bad 
men to enjoy profperous days with the good, fo his fe- 
verity ofttimes exempts not good men from their fhare 
in evil times with the bad. 

If thcfe were the c^ufcs of fuch mifery and thraldom 
to thofe our anceftors, with what better clofe can be 
concluded, than here in fit feafon to remember this age 
ia the midft of her fecurity, to fear from like vices, 
without amendment, the revolution of like calamities? 
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jAnd what beft Means may be ufcd againft the 

GROWTH OF POPERY* 

IT is unknown to no man, who knows aught of con- 
cernment among us, that the increafe of popery is at 
this day no fmall trouble and offence to greateft part of 
the nation ; and the rejoicing of all good men that it is 
fo : the more their rejoicing, that God hath given a 
heart to the people, to remember ftill their great and 
happy deliverance from popifti thraldom, and to efteem 
io highly the precious benefit of his gofpel, fo freely and 
fb peaceably enjoyed among them. Since therefore 
ibmc have already in public with many conliderable ar- 
guments exhorted the people, to beware the growth of 
this Romifti weed ; I thought it no leis than a common 
duty, to lend my hand, how unable foever, to fo good a 
purpofe. I will not now enter into the labyrinth of 
councils and fathers, an entangled wood, which the 
papifts love to fight in, not with hope of vidory, but to* 
obfcure the (hame of an open overthrow : which yet in 
that kind of combat, many heretofore, and one of late» 
hath eminently given them. And fuch manner of dif* 
pute with them to learned men is ufeful and very com- 
mendable. But I (hall infift now on what is plainer to 
common apprehenfion, and what I have to fay, without 
longer introdudtion. 

True religion is the true worlhip and fervice of God» 
learnt and believed from the word of God only. No 
man or angel can know how God would be worfliippcd 
and ferved, unlefs God reveal it : he hath revealed and 
taught it us in the holy fcriptures by infpired minifters, 
and in the gofpel by his own fon and his apoftles, with 
ftxiftcft command, to rejeft all other traditions or ad * 

* Printed in the year 1673. 
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ditions whatfocvcr. Acconling to that of St. Paul, 
" Though we or an angel from Heaven preach any other 
gofpcl unto you, than that which we hiivc ppcachcd urfto 
you, let him be anathema, or accurfcd.' And Deut. 
IV, 2 : "Ye (hall not add to the word which 1 command 
you, neither (hall you dimini(h aught from it." Rev. 
xxii, i8, 19 t " If any man (liall add, &c. If any man 
fli all take away from the words," &c. With good and 
religious rcafon therefore all proteftant churches with 
one confcnt, and particularly the church of England in 
her thirty-nine articles, artic. 6th, 19th, aoth, 21ft, and 
clfewhere, maintain thefe two points, as the main prin- 
ciples of true religion ; that the rule of true religion is 
the word of God only : and that their faith ought not 
to be an implicit faith, that is to believe, though as the 
church believes, agaiiift or without exprefs authority of 
fcripture. And if all proteftants, as univerfally as they 
hold thefe two principles, fo attentively and rcligi- 
oully would obfervc them, ihcy would avoid and cut 
off many debates and contentions, fchifms and perfecu- 
tion^, which too oft have been among them, and more 
firmly unite againft the common adverfary. For hence 
it diredt.ly follows, that no true proteftant can perlccute, 
or not tolerate his fellow-proteftant, though diflenting 
from him in fome opinions, but he mufl flady deny and 
renounce thefe two his own main principles, whereon 
true religion is founded ; while he compels his brother 
f^rom that which he believes as the manifeft word of God, 
to an implicit faith (which he himfelf condemns) to 
the endangering of his brother's foul, whether by rafli 
belief, or outward conformity : for " whatfoever b not 
of faith, is fin." 

1 will now as briefly (liow what is falfe religion or 
herefy, which will be done as eafily : for of contraries 
the definitions muft needs be contrary. Herefy there* 
fore is a religion taken up and believed from the tradi- 
tions of men, and additions to the word of God. Whence 
alfo it follows clearl)^, that of all known fcfts, or pre- 
tended religions, at this day in Cliriftendom, popery i» 
the only or the greateft hereljr': and he who is fo forward 
to brand all others for heretics, the obflinatc papift, the 
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only heretic. Hence one of their own famous writers 
found juft fcaufe to (lyle the Romifh church "Mother 
of errour, fchool of lierefy/' And whereas the papift 
boafts himfclf to be a Roman Catholic, it is a mere con- 
tradiction, one of the pope's bull?, as if he fhould fay, 
univerfal particular, a catholic fchiiinatic. For catholic 
in Greek fignifies univerfal : and the chriflian church was 
fo called, as confifting of all nations to whom the gofpel 
was to be preached, in contradiftinction to the jewilh 
church, which confided for the mod part of Jews only. 

Sedts may be in a true church as well as in a falfe, when 
men follow the dodrine too much for the teacher's fake, 
whom they think almoll infallible ; and this becomes, 
through infirmity, implicit faith ; and the name feftary 
pertains to fuch a difciple. 

Schifm is a rent or divifion in the church, when it 
comes to the feparating of congregations ; and may alfo 
happen to a true church,* as well as to a falfe ; yet in the 
true needs not tend to the breaking of communion, if 
they can agree in the right adminiitration of that wherein 
they communicate, keeping their other opinions to them- 
felvcs, not being deftrudive to faith. - The pharifees and 
faducees were two fefts, yet both met together in their 
common worlhip of God at Jerufalem. But here the. 
papift will angrily demand, what ! are lutherans, cal- 
vinifts, anabaptifts, focinians, arminians, no [heretics ? I 
anfwer, all thefe may have fome errours, but are no 
heretics. Hcrefy is in the will and choice profcfledly 
againft fcripture ; errour is againft the will, in mifun- 
derftanding the fcripture after all finccre endeavours to 
underfland it rightly : hence it was faid well by one of 
the ancients, " Err I may, but a heretic I will not be." 
It is a human frailty to err, And no man is infallible here 
on earth. But fo long as all thcfc profels to fet the 
word of God only before them as the rule of faith and 
obedience; and ufc all diligence and fincerity of heart, 
by reading, by learning, by ftudy, by prayer for illumi- 
nation of the holy Ipirit, to undcrftand the rule and 
obey it, they have done what man can do : God will 
afluredly pardon them, as be did the friends of Job: 
gpod and pious n)en> though much miftaken, a$ there it 
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appears, in fome points of dodlrine. But fomc will fajv 
with chriftians it is otherwife, whom God hath promifed 
by his fpirit to leach all things. True, all things abfo- 
lutely neceflary to falvation : but the hotteft difputes 
, among proteftants, calmly and charitably inquired into, 
' 'will be found lefs than fuch. The lutheran holds con- 
fubftantiation ; an errour indeed, but not mortaU The 
calvinifl is taxed with predeftinatidn, and to make God 
the author of fin ; not with any dilhonourable thought 
of God, but it may be overzcaloufly afl'erting. his abfo- 
lute power, npt without plea of fcripture^ The anabap- 
tift is accufed of denying infants their right to baptifm ; 
again they fay, they deny nothing but what the fcripturc 
denies them. The arian and focinian are charged to 
difpute againft the trinity : they affirm to believe the 
Father, Son, and Holy Ghoft, according to fcripture 
and the apoftolic creed ; as for terms of trinity, triniu* 
nity, coeffentiality, triperfonality, and the like, they 
rejeft them as fcholaftic notions, not to be found in 
fcripture, which by a general proteftant maxim is plain 
and perfpicuous abundantly to explain its own meaning 
in the propereft words, belonging to fo high a matter, 
and fo neceffary to be known ; a myftery indeed in their 
fophidic fubtilties, but in fcripture a plain doftrine. 
Their other opinions are of lefs moment. They difpute 
the fatisfaftion of Chrift, or rather the word "Satis- 
" faftion," as not fcriptural : but they acknowledge him 
both God and their faviour. The arminian laftly is 
/ condemned for fetting up free will againft free grace ; 
but that imputation he difclaims in all his writings, and 
grounds himfelf largely upon fcripture only. It cannot 
bo denied, that the authors or late revivers of all thefe 
fefts or opinions were learned, worthy, 2xaIous, and re- 
ligious men, as appears by their lives written, and the 
fame of their many eminent and learned followers, pcr- 
fe<ft and powerful in the fcriptures, holy and unblamable- 
in their lives: and it cannot be imagined, that God 
would defert fuch painful and zealous labourers in his 
church, and ofttimes great fufferers for their confcience,* 
to damnable errours and a reprobate fenfe, who had fa 
often implored theaffiftance of his fpirit « but rather, 
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having made no man infallible, that he hath pardoned 
their errours, and accepts their pious endeavours, fin- 
cerely fearching all things according to the rule of fcrip- 
ture, with fuch guidance and diredlion as they can ob* 
tain of God by prayer. What proteftant then, who 
himfelf maintains the fame principles, and difavows all 
implicit faith, would perfecute, and not rather charitably 
tolerate fuch men as thcfe, unlels he mean to abjure the 
principles of his own religion ? If it be afked, how far 
they (hould be tolerated : I anfwer, doubtlefs equally, as 
being all protcftants ; that is, on all occafions to give ac- 
count of their faith, either by arguing, preaching in their 
feveral alTemblies, public writing, and the freedonfi of 
printing. For if the French and Folonian proteftants 
enjoy all this liberty among papifts, much more may a 
proteftant juftly expcft it among proteftants ; and yet 
fometimes here among us, the one pcrfecutes the other 
upon every flight pretence. 

But he is wont to fay, he enjoins only things indiffe- 
rent. Let them be fo ftill ; who gave him authority to 
change their nature by enjoining them ? if by his own 
principles, as is proved, he ought to tolerate controverted 
points of doftrine not flightly grounded on fcripture, 
much more ought he not impofe things indifferent with- 
out fcripture. In religion nothing is indifferent, but, if it 
come once to be impoled, is either a command or a pro- 
hibition, and fo conlequently an addition to the word of 
God, which he profeffes to djfallow. Bcfides, how un- 
equal, how uncharitable muft it needs be, to impofe that 
which his confcience cannot urge him to impofe, upon 
him whofe confcience forbids him to obey ? What can 
it be but love of contention for things not neceffary to 
be done, to moleft the confcience of his brpther, who 
holds them neceffary to be not done I Tq conclude, let 
fuch a one but call to mind his own principles above- 
mentioned, and he muft neceflarily grant, that neither 
he can impofe, nor the other believe oir obey, aught in 
religion, but from the word of God only. More amply 
to underftand this, may be read the 14th and 15th cha^)- 
ters to the Romans, and the contents of the 14th, let 
forth no doubt but with full authority of the church of 
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England ; the glofs is this : *' Men may not contemn or 
condemn one the other for thmgs ihditFerent." And 
in the 6th article above-mentioned, "whatfoever is not 
read in holy fcripture, ngr may be proved thereby, is 
not to be required of any man as an article ot faith, or 
fteceffary to falvation.'" And certainly what is not fo, 
is not to be required at all ; as being an addition to the 
word of God exprcfsly forbidden. 

Thus this long and hot conteft, whether protcftants 
ought to tolerate one another, if men will be but rational 
and not partial, may be ended without need of more 
words to compofe it. 

Let us now inquire, whether popery be tolerable or 
no. Popery is a double thing to deal with, and claims a 
twofold power, ecclefiaftical and political, both ufurped, 
and the one fupporting the other. 

But ecclefiaftical is ever pretended to political. The 
pope by this mixed faculty pretends right to kingdonvs 
and ftates, and efpecially to this of England, thrones and 
unthrones kings, and abfolves the people from their 
obedience to them; fometimes interdifts to whole 
nations the public worlhip of God, (hutting up their 
churches : and was wont to drain away greateft part of 
the wealth of this then miferable land, as part of his pa- 
trimony, to maintain the pride and luxury of his court 
and prelates: and now, fince, through the infinite mercy 
and favour of God, we have fliaken otF his Babyloni(h 
yoke, hath not ccafed by his fpies and agents, bulls and 
cmiflaries, once to deftroy both king and parliament ; 
perpetually to feduce, corrupt, and pervert as many as 
they can of die people. Whether therefore it be fit or 
reafonablc, to tolerate men thus principled in religion 
towards the ftate, i fubmit it to the confideration ot all 
'magiftrates, who are beft able to provide for their own 
and the public fafety. As for tolerating the exercife of 
their religion, fuppofing their ftate-adivities not to be 
dangerous, I anfwer, that toleration is either public or 
puvate ; and the exercife of tbeir religion, as fer as it is 
idolatrous, can be tolerated neither way: not publicly 
without grievous and unfufferable fcandal given to all 
confcientious beholders i not privately, without great 
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offence to God, declared againft all kind of idolatry, 
though fecret. Ezek. viii, 7, 8 : " And he brought me 
to the door of the court, and when I looked, behold a 
hole in the wall. Then faid he unto me, fon of man, 
dig now in the wall : and when I had digged, behold a 
door; and he faid unto me, go in, and behold the 
wicked abominations that they do here." And ver. 12 ; 
" Then faid he unto me, fon of man, haft thou feen 
what the ancients of the houfe of Ifracl do in the dark?" 
&c. And it appears by the whole chapter, that God 
was no lefs offended with thefe fecret idolatries,* than 
with thofe in public; and no lefs provoked, than to 
bring on and haften his judgments on the whole land 
for thefe alfo. 

Having (hown thus, that poper)s as being idolatrous, 
is not to be tolerated either in public or in private ; it 
muft be now thought how to remove it, and hinder the 
growth thereof, 1 piean in our natives, and not foreign- ' 
ers, privileged by the law of nations. Are we to puni(h 
them by corporal punifhment, or fines in their eftates, 
upon account of their religion ? I fuppofe it ftands 
not with the ^clemency of the gofpcl, more than 
what appertains to the fecurity of the ftate: but firft 
we muft remove their idolatry, and all the furniture 
thereof, whether idols, or the mafs wherein they adore 
their God under bread and wine: for the command- 
ment forbids to adore, not only " any graven image, 
but the likenefs of any thing in heaven above or in 
the earth beneath, or in the water under the earth; 
thou (halt not bow down to them, nor worftiip them, 
for I the Lord thy God am a jealous God." If they 
fay, that by removing their idols we violate their 
confciences, we have no warrant to regard confciencc 
which is not grounded on fcripture: and they them- 
felvcs confefs m their late defences, that they hold not 
their images neceffary to falvation, but only as they arc 
enjoined them by tradition. 

Shall we condefcend to difpute with them ? The fcrip- 
ture is our only principle in religion; and by that only 
they will not be judged, but will add other principles of 
their own, which, forbidden by the word of God, we 
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cannot ailent to. And [in feveral placc$ 6f the go(pel] 
the common maxim alfo in logic is, " againft them who 
deny principles, we are not to difpute/* Let them bound 
their difputations on the fcripture only, and an ordinary 
proteftaot, well read in the Bible, may turn and wind 
their dodtors. They will not go about to prove their 
idolatries by the word of God, but turn to ihifts and 
cvafions, and frivolous diftinftions : idols they fay are 
kyxnen^s book$> and a great means to ftir up pious 
thoughts and devotion in the learnedeft. I fay, they are 
no mciUis of God^s appointing, but plainly the contrary : 
let them hear the prophets 5 Jer. x, 8 ; " The (lock is 
a doftrine of vanities/* Hab. ii, 18: " What profiteth 
the graven im^e, that the maker thereof hath graven it: 
the molten image and a teacher of lies ?'* But they allege 
in their late anwers, that the laws of Mofcs, given only 
to the Jews, concern not us under the gofpel ; and re- 
member not that idolatry is forbidden asexprefsly : but 
with thefe wiles and fallacies " compaffing fea and land, 
like the Pharifees of old, to make one profelyte,*' they 
lead away privily many fimple and ignorant fouls, men 
and women, " and make them twofold more the chil- 
dren of Hell than themfelves," Mat. xxiii, 15. But the 
apoftle hath well warned us, 1 may fay, from fuch de- 
ceivers as thefe, for their myftery was then working. 
^ I befeech you, brethren," faith he, " mark them which 
caufe divifions and offences, contrary to the do<Etrine 
which ye have learned, and avoid them ; for they that 
arc fuch, ferve not our Lord Jefus Chrift, but their own 
belly, and by good words and fair fpeeches deceive the 
heart of the fimple,'* Rom. xvi, 17, i4. 

The next means to hinder the growth of popery will 
be, to read duly and diligently the holy fcriptures, which, 
as St. Paul faith to Timothy, who had known them 
from a child, *' are able to make wife unto falvation." 
And to the whole church of Colofli ; " Let the word of 
Chrifl dwell in you plentifully, with all wifdom," Col. 
iii, 16. The papal antichriflian church permits not her 
laity to read the Bible in their own tongue: our church 
on the contrary hath propofed it to all men, and to this 
end tranflated it into Engliih, with profitable notes on 
4 what 
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what is met with obfcure, though what is moft necefTaiy 
to be known be ftill piaineft ; that all forts and degrees 
of men, not underftanding the original, may read it ia 
their mother tongue. Neither let the countryman, the 
tradefman, the lawyer, the phyfician, the flatefman, ex- 
cufc himfelf by his much bufinefs from the ftudious 
reading thereof. Our Saviour faith, Luke x, 41,42: 
'^ Thou art careful and troubled about many things, but 
one thing is needful.*' If they were alked, they would 
be loth to fet earthly things, wealth, or honour before 
the wifdom of falvation. Yet moft men in the courfe 
and pradice of their lives are found to do (o; and 
through unwillingneis to take the pains of underftanding 
their religion by their own diligent ftudy, would fain be 
iaved by a deputy. Hence comes implicit &ith, ever 
learning and never taught, much hearing and fmall profi- 
cience, till want of .fundamental knowledge eafijy turns 
to fuperftition or popery : therefore the apoftle admo- 
nifties, Ephef. iv, 14: " That we henceforth be no more 
children, tofled to and fro and carried about with every 
wind of dodtrine, by the (leight of men, and cunning 
craftinefs whereby they lie in wait to deceive." Every 
member of the church, at leaft of any breeding or capa- 
city, fo well ought to be grounded in Ipiritual knowledge, 
as, if need be, to examine their teachers themfelves, 
Afts xvii, 11: ** They fearched the fcriptures daily, 
whether thofe things were fo.'* Rev. ii, 2 : " Thou haft 
tried them which fay they are apoftles, and are not,** 
How ftiould any private chriftian try his teachers, unlefi 
he be well grounded himfelf in the rule of fcrtpture, by 
which be is taught. As therefore among papifts, their 
ignorance in fcripture chiefly upholds popery; fo among 
protcftant people, the firequent and ferious reading thereof 
will fooneft pull popery down. 

Another means to abate popery, arifes from the con- 
ftant reading of fcripture, wherein believers, who agree 
in the main, are every where exhorted to mutual for* 
bearance and charity one towards the other, though dif^ 
(enting in fbme opinions. It is written, that the coat 
of our Saviour was without feam ^ whence fome would 
infer, that there fhoukl be no divifion in the church of 
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Chrift. It fliould be fo indeed ; yet feams in the fame 
cloth neither hurt the garment^ nor mKbecome it ; and 
not only feams, but fchilms will be while men are 
fallible: but if they who diflent in matters not eliential 
to belief, while the common adverfary is in the field,^ 
fhall ftand jarring and pelting at one another, they* 
will be foon routed and fubdued. The papifl; with 
open mouth makes much advantage of our feverai 
opinions; not that he is able to confute the worft 
of them, but that we by our continual jangle among 
ourfelves make them worie than they are indeed. To 
iave ourfelves therefore, and refill the common enemy, 
it concerns us mainly to agree within ourfelves, that 
with joint forces we may not only hold our own, but 
get ground ; and why (hould we not ? The gofpel com- 
mands us to tolerate one another, though of various 
opinions, and hath promifed a good and happy event 
thereof i Phil, iii, 15: " Let us therefore, as many as 
be perfedl, be thus minded; and if in any thing ye be 
otherwife minded, God Ihall reveal even this unta you.*- 
And we are bid, i Theff. v, 21 : " ^^rove all things, hold 
faft that which is good.*' St. Paul judged, that not only 
to tolerate, but to examine and prove all things, was ho 
danger to our holding faft that which is good. How 
(hall we prove all things, which includes all opinions at 
leaft founded on fcripture, unlefs we not only tolerate 
them, but patiently hear them, and ferioufly read them? 
If he who thinks himfelf in the truth profefles to have 
learnt it, not by implicit faith, but by attentive ftudy of 
the fcriptures, and full periuafion of heart; with what 
equity can he refufe to hear or read him, who deruon- 
ftrates to have gained his knowledge by the fame way ? 
Is it a fair courfe to affert truth, by arrogating to him- 
felf the only freedom of fpeech, and flopping the mouths 
of others equally gifted? This is thedireft way to bring 
in that papiflical implicit faith, which we all difclaim. 
They pretend it would unfettle the weaker fort ; the 
lame groundlefs fear is pretended by the KomiQi clergy. 
At leaft then let them have leave to write in Latin, which 
the common people underftand not; that what they, 
hold may be difcufled among the learned only. Wq 
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fuffct the idolatrous books of papifts, without this fear, 
to be fold and read as common as our own : why not 
much rather of anabaptifts, arians, arminitos, and foci« 
nians ? There is no learned man but will confefs he hath 
much profited by reading controverfies, his fcnfes 
awakened, his judgment (harpened, and the truth which 
he holds m©re firmly eftablilhed. If then it be profitable 
for him to read, why fliould it not at leaft be tolerable 
and free for his advcriary to write ? In logic they teach, 
that contraries laid together more evidently appear : it 
follows then, that all controverfy being permitted, falfe- 
hood will appear more falfe, and truth the mone true ; 
which muft needs conduce much, not only to the con- 
founding of popery, but to the general confirmation of 
unimplicit truth. 

The laft means to avoid popery is, to amend our livei: 
it is a general complaint, that this nation of late years is 
grown more numcroufly and exceffively vicious than 
heretofore : pride, luxury, drunkennels, whoredom, 
curfing, fwcanng, bold and open atheifm every where 
abounding : where thcfe grow, no wonder if popery alfo 
grow apace. There is no man fo wicked, but at fomc 
times his confcience will wring him with thoughts of 
another world, and the peril of his foul ; the trouble 
and melancholy, which he conceives of true repentance 
and amendment, he endures not, but inclines rather to 
fome carnal fuperftition, which may pacify and lull his 
confcience with fome more pleafing doftrine. None 
more ready and officious to offer herfelf than the Romi(h, 
and opens wide her office, with all her faculties, to re- 
ceive him ; eafy confeffion, eafy abfolution, pardons, in* 
dulgences, mafles for him both quick and dead, Agnus 
Dei's, relics, and the like : and he, inftead of " work- 
ing out his falvation with fear and trembling," ftraight 
thmks in his heart (like another kind of fool than he in 
the pfalms) to bribe God as a corrupt judge ; and by his 
proftor, fome prieft, or friar, to buy out his peace with 
money, which he cannot with his repentance. For God, 
when men fin outrageoufly, and will not be admonilhed, 
gives over chaftizin^ them, perhaps by pcftilencc, fire, 
fword, or fiunine, which may all turn to their good, and 
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takes up his fevered punifhments, hardnefe, beiR)ttediief^ 
of heart) and idolatry, to their final perdition. Idolatry 
brought the Heathen to heinous tranfgreffions, Rom. ii. 
And heinous tranf^ffions ofttimes bring the flight pro- 
feflbrs of true religion to grofs idolatry : i Thefl*. ii, 1 1, 
12: ^' For this caufe God fliall fend them ftrong delu- 
fion, that they fliould believe a lie, that they all might 
be damned who believe not the truth, but had pleafure 
in unrighteoufnefs." And Ifaiah xliv, 1 8, fpeaking of 
Idolaters, " They have not known norundoilood, for 
he hath fliut their eyes that they cannot fee, and their 
hearts that they cannot underfland/' Let us therefore, 
ufii^ this lafl means, lad: here fpoken of, but firft to be 
done, amend our lives with all fpeed ; left through im- 
penitency we run into that ftupidity which we now feek 
all means fo warily to avoid, the worft of fuperftitions, 
and the heavieft of all God's judgments, popeiy. 



A BRlBr 

HISTORY 

OF 

M S C O V I A, 

AND 

Of other lc(s known Countries lying Eaftward of 

Russia as far as Cathay. 

Gathered from the Writings of fevend Eycwitnefles* 

THE PREFACE. 

THE ftudy of geography is both profitable and de* 
lightful ; but the writers thereof, though fomc 
of them exaft enough in fetting down longitudes and 
latitudes, yet in thofe other relations of manners, reli- 
gion, government, and fuch like, accounted geographi* 
cal, have for the moft part miffed their proportions. 
Some too brief and deficient fatisfy not ; others too 
voluminous and impertinent cloy and weary out the 
reader, while they tell long ftories of abfurd fuperfti- 
tions, ceremonies, quaint habits, and other petty cir- 
cumftances little to the purpofe. Whereby that which 
is ufeful, and only worth obfervation, in fuch a wood of 
words, is either overflipped, or foon forgotten ; which 
peihaps brought into the mind of fome men more 
learned and judicious, who had not the leifure or pur- 
pofe to write an entire geography, yet at lead to affay 
foraething in the defcnption of one or two countries, 
which might be as a pattern or example to render others 
more cautious hereafter, who intended the whole work. 
And this perhaps induced Paulus Jovius to defcribe only 
Mofcovy and Britain. Some fuch thoughts, many years 
fince, led meat a vacant time to attempt thj like argU'* 
ment, and I began with Mofcovy, as being tlic moft 
northern region of Europe reputed civil s and the more 
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northern parts thereoT firft difcovercd by Englifli voyages. 
Wherein I faw I had by much the advantage of Jovius. 
What was fcattered in many volumes, and obferved at 
feveral times by eyewitnefles, with no curfory p^ns 1 laid 
together, to fave the reader a far longer travail of wander- 
ing through fo many defert authors ; who yet with fomc 
delight drew me after them, from the eaflern bounds of 
Ruffia, to the walls of Cathay, in feveral latejournies 
made thither over land by Ruffians, who defcribe the 
countries in their way far otherwife than our common geo- 
graphers. From proceeding further other occafions di- 
verted me. This Effay, fuch as it is, was thought by 
fome, who knew of it, not amifs to be publifhed ; that io 
many things remarkable, difperfed before, now brought 
under one view, might not hazard to be otherwife loft, 
nor the labour lofl ofcoUeding them* 



M O S C O V I A: 

OR, 

RELATIONS OF MOSCOVIA, 

A% far as kath been difcovered by Englifh Voyages ; 

Kiathtred jrom the fFritings of feveral Eyewitfiejjis : and 
the other lefs known Countries lying Eajhvard ^Russia 
as far as Cathav, lately difcovered at feveral times by 
the Rifjians. 

CHAP. L 

A brief Defcription. 

THE empire of Mofcovia, or as others call it Ruffia, 
is bounded on the north with Lapland and the 
ocean ; fouthward by the Crim Tartar ; on the weft by 
Lithuania, Livonia, and Poland ; on the eaft by the river 
Ob, or Oby, and the Nagayan Tartars on the Volga as 
&r as Aftracao. 

The north parts of this country are fo barren, that 
the inhabitants fetch their corn a thoufand miles*; and 
fo Cold in winter, that the very fap of their woodfuel 
burning on the fire freezes at the brand's end, wheit it 
drops. The mariners, which were left on (hipboard ia 
the firft Englifh voyage thither, in going up only from 
the cabins to the hatches f, had their breath fo congealed 
by the cold, that they fell down as it were flifled. The 
bay of St. Nicholas, where they firfl put in ;(, lieth in 
fixty four degrees ; called fo from the abbey there built 
of wood, wherein are twenty monks, unlearned, as then 
they found them, and great drunkards : their church is 
£iir, full of images and tapers. There are beGdes but 
fix houfes, whereof one built by the Englifh. In the 
bay over againft the abbey is Rofe Illand§, full of 

• Hack. 35 1. f Ibid. vol. 1. 248. I Ibid. 376. ) Ibid. 365. 
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damafk and red rofes, violets, and wild rofemary ; the 
ifle is in circuit feven or eight miles ; about the midft of 
May, the fnow there is cleared, having two aionths been 
melting ; then the ground in fourteen days is dry, and 
grafs kneedeep within a month ; after September froft 
returns, and fnow a yard high : it hath a houfc built by 
the EngliQi near to a frefli fair fpring, North-eaft of 
the abbey, on the other fide of Duina, i$ the caftle of 
Archangel, where the Englifti have another houfe. The 
river Duina, beginning about feven hundred miles within 
the country, having firft received Pinega, falls here into 
the fea, very large and fwift, but (hallow. It runneth 
pleafantly between hills on either fide ; befet like a wil- 
dernefs with high fir and other trees. Their boats of 
timber, without any iron in them, are either to fail, or 
to be drawn up with ropes againft the ftream. 

North-eaft beyond Archangel ftandeth Lampas*, 
where twice a year is kept a great fair of Ruffes, Tartais, 
and Samoeds ; and to the landward Mezen, and Slobotca, 
two towns of traffic between the river Pechora, or Pct- 
zora, and Duinn : to feaward lies the cane of Candinos, 
and the ifland of Colgoieve, about thirty leagues from the 
bar of Pechory in fixty nine degrees f. 

The river Pechora or Petzora, holding his courfc 
through Siberia, how far the Ruflians thereabouts know 
not, runneth uito the fea at feventy two mouths, full of 
ice; abounding with fwans, ducks, geefe, and partridge, 
v/hich they take in July, fell the feathers, and lalt the 
hocJics for winter proyifion. On this river fpreading to 
a lake.ftands the town of Puftozcra in fixty eight de- 
grees \y having Ibme eighty or a hundred houfes, where 
certain merchants of liull wintered in the year fixteeo 
hundred and eleven. The town Pechora, fmall and 
poor, hath three churches. They traded there up the 
river four days journey to Ouftzilma a fmall town of 
fixty houfes. The Ruffians that have travelled fay, that 
this river fprings out of the mountains of Jougoria, and 
runs through Permia. Not far from the mouth thereof 
are the ftraits of Vaigats, of which hereafter : more 

« Hack. 384. t Pure. par. 3. 535. I Ibid. Pure. 
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eaftward is the point of Naramzy, the next to that the 
river Ob*; beyond which the Mofcovites have ex- 
tended lately their dominion. Touching the Riphaan 
mountains, whence Tahais was anciently thought to 
fpring, our men could hear nothing; but rather that 
the whole country is champaign, and in the northermoft 
part huge and defert woods of fir, abounding with black 
wolves, bears, buffs, and another beaft called roflbmakka, 
whofc female bringeth forth by paffing through fohie 
narrow place, as between two flakes, and fo prelleth her 
womb to a difburdcning. Travelling fouthward they 
found the country more pleafant, fair, and better in- 
habitedy com, pafture, meadows,, and huge woods, 
Arkania (if it be not the fame with Archangel) is a place 
of Englifh trade, from whence a day's journey diftant, 
but from iSt. Nicholas a hundred verfts f, Colmogro 
ftands on the Duina; a great town not walled,' but feat- 
tered. The Englifli have here lands of their own, given 
them by the emperor, and fair houfcs : not far beyond, 
Pinega, running between rocks of alabafler and great 
woods, meets with Duina. From Colmogro to Ulliug 
arc five hundred verfts or Jittle miles, an ancient city 
upon the confluence of Juga and Sucana into Duina J, 
which there firft receives his name Thence continuing 
by water to Wologda> a great city fo named of the river 
which pafles through the midft ; it hath a caflle walled 
about with brick and ftone, and many wooden churches, 
two for every parifli, the one in winter to be heated, 
the other ufed in fummer; this is a town of much 
traffic, a thoufand miles from St. Nicholas. All this 
way by water no lodging is to be had but under opeii 
iky by the river fide^ and other provifion only what they 
bring with them. From Wologda by fled they go to 
Yeraflave on the Volga, whofe breadth is there at leafla 
4nile over, and thence runs two thoufand (even hundred 
verfts to the Cafpian fea §, having his head fpring out 
of Bcalozera, which is a lake, amidft whereot is built 
• ftrong tower, wherein the kings of Mofcovy refcrve 

t Pare. 549, 445, S5I. f Hack. 376. { Ibid. 31s. $ IbicL 
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their treafurc in time of war. From this town to 
Roftove, then to PereflaVe, a great town lituate on a fair 
kke ; thence to Mofco. 

Between Yeraflave and Mofco, which is two hundred 
miles, the country is fo fertile, fo popuI©us and full of 
villages, that in a forenoon feveh or eight hundfed fleds 
are ufually feen coming with fait fifti ^ or laden back with 
corn *. 

Mofco the chief city, lying in fifty five degrees, diftanl 
from St. Nicholas fifteen hundred miles, is reputed to 
be greater than London with the fuburbs, but rudely 
built ; t their houfes and churches mod of timber, few 
of (lone, their ftreets unpaved ; it hath a fair caftlc four^ 
fquare, upon a hill, two miles about, with brick walb 
very high, and fome fay eighteen foot thick, fixteefi 
gates, and as many bulwarks ; in the caftlc are kept the 
chief markets, and in winter on the river, being then 
firm ice. This river Mofcua on the fouth-weft fide en- 
clofes the caftle, wherein are * nine fair churches with 
round gilded towers, and the emperor^s palace ; which 
neither within nor without is equal for ftate to the king's 
hjufcs in England, but rather like our buildings of old 
fa(hian,with Imall windows, fome of glafs, fome with lat" 
tices, or iron bars. 

They who travel from Mofco to the Cafpian, go by 
water down the Mofcua to the river Occa X ; then by 
certain caftles to llezan, a famous city now ruinate ; the 
tenth day to Nyfnovogrod, where Occa falls into Volga, 
which the Tartars call Edel. From thence the eleventh 
day to Cazan a Tartan city of great wealth heretofore, 
now under the Ruffian 5 walled at firft with timber and 
earth, but fince by the emperor Vafiliwich with frecftonc. 
From Cazan, to the river Gama, falling into Volga £roa> 
the province of Permia, the people dwelling on the left 
fide are Gentiles, and live m woods without houfes § ! 
beyond them to Aftracan, Tartars of Mangat, and Nagay : 
on the right fide thofc of Crimme. from Mofco to 
Aftracan is about fix hundred leagues. The town is 
fituate in an ifland on a hilUfide walled with earth, but 

* Hack. 2JI, 335. f Ibid. 313. { Ibid. 325. § ibid. 354. 
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the caftlc with earth and timber ; the houfcs, except 
that of the governor, and loi;ne few others, poor and 
fimple; the ground utterly barren, and without wood : 
they live there on filh, and fturgeon efpecially ; which 
hanging up to dry in the ftrcets and houfes brings whola 
fwarms of flics, and infe&ion to the air, and oft great pef- 
tilencc. This illand in length twelve leagues, three 
ia breadth, is the Ruffian limit toward the Cafpian, 
which he keeps with a ftrong garrifon, being twenty 
leagues from that fea, into which Volga falls at feventy 
mouths. From St. Nicholas, or from Mofco to the Cal- 
pian, they pais in forty fix days and nights, mod part by 
water. 

Weftward from St. Nicholas twelve hundred miles is 
the city^ Novogrod fifty eight degrees, the greateft 
mart town of all this dominion, and in bignefs not inferior 
to Mofco. The way thither is through the weftern 
bottom of St. Nicholas bjvy, and fo along the (hore full 
of dangerous rocks to the monaftcry Solofky, wherein are 
at leaft two hundred monks ; the people thereabout ia 
a manner favages, yet tenants to thole monks. Thence 
to the dangerous river Owiga, wherein arc waterfalls as 
fteep as from a mountain, and by the violence of their 
defcent kept from freezing : fo that the boats are to be 
carried there a mile overland ; which the tenants of that 
abbey did by command, and were guides to the mer- 
chants without taking any reward. Thence to the town 
Povenfa, (landing within a mile of the fiimous lake Onega 
three hundred and twenty miles long, and in fome places 
feventy, at narroweft twenty five broad, and of great depth. 
Thence by fome monafteries to the river Swire ; then 
into the lake Lad ifcay much longer than Onega; after 
which into the river Volhufky, which through the midft 
of Novogrod runs into this lake, and this lake into the 
Baltic found by Narva and llevel. Their other cities 
toward the weftern bound are P^efco^ SnxQlcaikq, or 
Vobfco. 

The emperor exercifcth abfolute powep ; if any man 
4ie without male iflue, hi§ land returns to the emperorf . 
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Any rich man, who through age or other impotency \% 
unable to ferve the public, being informed of, is turned 
out of his eftate, and forced with his family to live on a 
fmall penfion, while fome other more deferving is by the 
duke's authority put into poffeffion. The manner of 
informing the duke is thus : Your grace, faith ooe, hath: 
fuch a fubjeft, abounding with riches, but for the fcr- 
vice of the ftate unmeet; and you have others poor 
tind in wank,. but well able to do their country good fer- 
vice. Immediately the duke fends forth to inquire, and 
calling the rich man before him, Friend, faith he, you 
have too much living, and are unfcrviceable to your 
prince ; lefs will ferve you, and the reft: maintain others 
who defervc more. The man thus called to impart his 
wealth repines not, but humbly anfwers, that all he hath 
is God's and the duke's, as if he made reftitution of what 
more juftly was another's, than parted with his own. 
Every gentleman hath rule and juftice over his own te- 
nants : if the tenants of two gentlemen agree not, they 
feek to compofe it ; if they cannot, each brings his tenant 
before the high- judge of that country. They have no 
lawyers, but every man pleads his own caule, or elfe by 
bill or anfwer in writing delivers it with his own hands 
to the duke: yet jumce, by corruption of inferior 
officers, is much perverted. Where other proof is want- 
ing, they may try the matter by perfonal combat, or by 
champion. If a debtor be poor, he becomes bondman 
to the duke, who lets out his labour till it pay the debt ; 
till then he remains in bond^e. Another trial they have 
by lots*. 

The revenues of the emperor are what he lift, and 
what his (ubjefts are able \ and he omits not the coarfeft 
means to raife them: for in every good town there is a 
drunken tavern, called a Curfemay, which the empc;folr 
cither lets out to farm, or beftows on fome duke, or 
gentleman j-, in reward of his fervice, who for that time 
is lord of the whole town, robbing and fpoiling at hi^ 
pleafure» till being well enriched, he is fent at his owq 
^large to the wars, and there fqueezed of h^ ill-got 

•Hh-3cj* f Ibid. 31^ 
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wealth ; by which means the waging of war Is to the em- 
peror little or nothing chargeable. 

The Ruffian anneth not lefs in time of war than three 
hundred thoufand men ^, half of whom he takes with him 
into the field, the reft beftows in garrifons on the 
borders. He prefleth no huflbandman or merchant, but 
the youth of the realm. He ufeth no fopt, but fuch as 
are pioneers, or gunners, of both which fort thirty, 
thoufand. The reft being horfcmen, are all archers, and 
ride with a (hort ftirrup, ;ifter the Turkifli, Their armour 
is a coat of plate, and a fkuU on their heads. Some of 
their coats are covered with velvet, or cloth of gold ; for 
they defire to be gorgeous in arms, but the duke himfelf 
above meafure: his pavilion covered with cloth of gold 
or filver, fet with precious ftones. They ufe little 
drums at the (addle-bow, inftead of fpurs, for at the 
found tBereof the horfes run more fwiftly. 

They fight without order -f; nor willingly give battle, 
but by ftealth orambufli. Of cold and hard diet mar- 
veloufly patient ; for when the ground is covered with 
fnow frozen a yard thick, the common foldier will lie in 
the field two months together without tent, or covering: 
over head ; only hangs up his mantle againft that part 
from whence the weather drives, and kindling a little 
fire, lies him down before it, with his backv under the 
wind : his drink> the cold ftream mingled with oatmeal, 
and the fame all his food : his horfe, fed with green wood 
and bark, ftands all this while in the open field, yet. 
does bis fervice. The emperor gives no pay at all, 
but to ftrangers ; yet repays good deferts in war with 
certain lands during life ; and they who ofceneft are fent 
to the wars, think themfelves moft favoured J;, though* 
ferving without wages. Qn the twelfth of Decemiber 
yearly, the emperor rides into the field, which is with- 
out the city, with all his nobility, on jennets and Turky 
horfes in great ftate^ before him five thoufaqd harque- 
buiiers, who (hoot at a bank of ice, till they beat it 
down ; the ordnance, which they have very fair of all 
(brts, they plant againft two wooden houfes filled with 

• Hac. ^39. 250. t Ibid. } 14. 350^ t Ibid, 3 li. 
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earth at lead thirty foot thick, and beginning with the 
final lefti (hoot them all off thrice over, having beat 
thofe two houfes flat. Above the reft fix great cannon 
they have, whofe bullet is a yard high> fo that a man 
may fee it flying : then out of mortar-pieces they (hoot 
wildfire into the air. Thus the emperor having fecn 
what his gunners can do^ returns home in the famo 
order. 

They follow the Greek church, but with excefs of 
fuperftitions * : their fervice is in the Ruffian tongue. 
They hold the ten commandments not to concern them, 
laying, that God gave them under the law, which Chrift 
by his death on the crofs hath abrogated : the eucharift 
they receive in both kinds. They obferve four Icnts, 
have fervice in their churches daily, from two hours be- 
fore dawn till evening -^ ; yet for whoredom, dFunken«« 
nefs, and extortion noneworfe than the clergy. 

They have many great and rich monafteries J, where 
they keep great hofpitality. That of Trojetes hath in it 
fcven hundred friars, and is walled about with brick 
very ftrongly, having many pieces of brafs ordnance oi> 
the walls; moft of the lands, towns, and villages with-f 
in forty miles belong to thofe monks, who are alfo as 
great merchants as any in the land. During Eafler 
holydays when two friends meet, they take each other 
by the hand ; one of them faying the Lord is rifen ; the 
other anfwering §, it is lb of a truth s and then they kifs,. 
whether men or women. The emperor efteemeth tho 
metropolitan next to God, after our lady, and St. Nicho- 
las, as being his fpiritual officer, himfelf but his tem- 
poral. |] But the Mufcovites that border on Tartaria 
are yet Pagans. 

When there is love between two ^, the man, amoiiff 
other trifling gifts, fends to the woman a whip, to fig- 
nify, if (he oiFend, what (he muft expeft j and it is a rule 
among them, that if the wife be not beaten once a week, 
(he thinks herfelf not beloved, and is the worfe ; ye( 
they are very obedient, and ftir npt forth, but at fome 

• Hac. 253. t ^^^^- H^» 32*' t Ibi^J- 3^0. 5 I^^^- 3>8- 
y Ibid* 320. 254, % Ibid. IZ2,* 
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fcafons. Upon utter diflike, the hufband divorces j 
which liberty no doubt they received firft with their 
religion from the Greek church*, and the imperial laws. 

'Dieir dead they bury with new flioes on their feet -f*, 
as to a long journey; and put letters teftimonial in their 
hands to St. Nicholas, or St. Peter, that this was a Ruflc 
or Rufles, and died in the true faith ; which, as they 
believe, St. Peter having read, forthwith admits him into 
Heaven. 

They have no learning J, nor will fufFer to be among 
them ; their greateft fricndlhip is drinking ; they arc 
great talkers, liars, flatterers, and diiremblci"s. They 
delight in grofs meats and noifome fiih ; their drink is 
better, being fundry forts of mcath ; the beft made with 
juice of a fweet and crimfon berry called Malicna, grow- 
ing alfo in France § ; other forts with blackcherry, or 
divers other berries : another drink they ufe in the fpring 
drawn from the birch-tree root, whofe fap after June 
dries up. But there are no people that live fo miferably 
as the poor of Rufiia ; if they have draw and water they 
make (hift to live ; for draw dried and ftamped in win- 
ter time is their bread ; in fummer grafs and roots ; at 
all times bark of trees is good meat with them; yet 
many of them die in the ftreet for hunger, none re- 
lieving, or regarding them. 

When they are fent into foreign countries ||, or that 
ftrangers come thither, they are very fumptuous in ap- 
parel, elfe the duke himfelf goes but meanly. 

In winter they travel only upon fleds % the ways 
being hard, and Imooth with fnow, the rivers all frozen : 
one horfe with a fled will draw a man four hundred 
miles in three days ; in fummer the way is deep, and 
travelling ill. The Rufle of better fort goes not out in 
winter, but on his fled ; in fummer on his horfe : in his 
fled he fits on a carpet, or a white bear's fltin ; the fled 
drawn with a horfe well decked, with many fox or wolf 
tails about his neck, guided by a boy on his back, other 
fervants riding on the tail of the fled. 

The Ruflian fea breeds a certain beafl: which they call 

• Hac. 314. f Ibid. 24a, 254. 323. { Ibid. 341, 314. 
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a morfe * ; who feeks his food on the rocks, climbing 
up with help of his teeth ; whereof they nvake as gre^ 
account as we of the elephant's tooth. 



CHAP. II. 

Of Samoedia, Siberia, and other Countries nortk-eajt^ fubjeSi 

to the Mufcovites. 

NORTH-EAST of Ruffialieth Samoedia by the river 
Ob. This country was firft difcovered by Onekc a 
Ruffian; who firft trading privately among them in rich 
furs, got great wealth, and the knowledge of their 
cbuntry ; then revealed his difcovcry to Boris protcdlor 
to Phcodor, (howing how beneficial that country gained 
would be to the empire. Who fending enibaffadors 
among them gallantly attired, by fair means won their 
fubjeftion to the empire, every h^ad paying yearly two . 
ikins of richeft fables. Thofe meflengers travelling alfo * 
two hundred leagues beyond Ob eaftward, made report 
of pleafant countries, abounding with woods and foun-i 
tains, and people riding on elks and lolhes ; others 
drawn on fleds by rein deer; others by dogs as fwift as 
deer. The Samoeds that came along with thofe mef- 
fengers, returning to Mofco, admired t\\t ftatelinefsof 
that city, and were as much admired for excellent 
(hooters, hitting every time the breadth of a penny, as 
far diftant as hardly could be difcerned. 

The river Ob is reported f by the Ruffes to be in 
breadth the failing of a fummer's day ; but full of iflands 
and (hoals, having neither woods, nor, till of late, in- 
habitants. Out of Ob they turn into the river Tawze, 
The Ruffians have here, fince the Samoeds yielded them 
fubjection, t\yo governors, with three or four hundred 
gunners ; have built villages and fome fmall caftles ; all 
whick place they call Mongozey or Molgomfay J. Fur- 
ther upland they have alfo built other cities of 
wood, confifting chielBy of Poles, Tartars, and Rufles^ 

♦ Hac* ^S*- + Parch, pvt 3. p. 543, 540. X IWd. 524, 526. 
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fiigitive or condemned men ; as Vei^tcria, Siber» 
whence the whole country is named, Tinna, thence To- 
bolfca on this fide Ob, on the rivers Irtis, and Tobol, 
chief feat of the Ruffian governor; above that, Zergol- 
ta in an ifland of Ob, where they have a cuftomhoufc. 
Beyond that on the other fide Ob, Narim, and Tooina, 
now a great city*. Certain churches alio are crecT:cd 
in thofc parts J bur no man forced to religion; beyond 
Narim eaftward on the river Telta is built the caflle of 
Comgofcoi, and all this plantation began fince the year 
1590, with many other towns like thefc. And thele 
are the countries from whence come all the fables and 
rich furs. 

The Samoeds have no towns or certain place of abode, 
but up and down where they find moi's for their deer | ; 
they hve in companies peaceably, and are governed by 
fome of the ancientcft amongft them, but are idolaters. 
They (hoot wondrous cunningly; their arrow-heads are 
Iharpened ftones, or filh bones, which latter fer\^e them- 
alfo for needles ; their thread being the finews of certain 
Imall beads, wherewith they fow the furs which clothe- 
them; the furry fide in fummer outward, in winter in- 
ward. They have many wives, and their daughters 
they fell to him who bids moft; which, if they be not 
liked, are turned back to their friends, the hufband al- 
lowing only to the father whttt the marriage feaft flood 
him in. VVives are brought to bed there by their huf- 
bands, and the next day go about as Ixjfore. They till 
not the ground ; but live on the fielh of thofe wild 
beafts which they hunt. They arc the only guides to 
fuch as travel Jougoria, Siberia, or any of thofe north- 
eaft parts in winter J ; being drawn on fleds with bucks, 
riding pofl day and night, if it be moonlight, and lodge 
on the fnow under tents of deer-ikins, in whatever 
place they find enough of white mofs to feed their llcd- 
ilags, turning them loofe to dig it up themfelves out of 
the deep fnow : another Samoed, flepping to the next 
wood, brings in flore of firing : round about which they 
lodge within their tents, leaving the top open to veut 

f Pufch. part 3. p. 526, 517. t Ibid. 52a. 555. J Ibid. 548. 
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(hloke ; in which manner they are as warm as the ftov^ 
in Ruffia. They carry provifion of meat with tbcm^ 
and partake befides of what fowl or yenifon the Samoed 
kills with (hooting bjr the way ; their drink is melted 
fnow. Two deer being yoked to a lied, riding poft, 
will draw two hundred miles in twenty-four hours with- 
out reding, and laden with their fluff, wiU dr^w \% 
thirty miles in twclye. 

CHAP. IIL 

Qf ^ingoejiaj and the Countries adjoining eajlward^ as fm 

as Cathay. 

BEYOND Narim and Comgofcoi* the foldiers of thofo 
garrifons, travelling by appointment of the Ruffian go- 
vernor in the year 1605, found many goodly countries, 
jjot inhabited, many vaft deferts and rivers ; till at the encj 
of ten weeks they fpied certain cottages and herds, on 
companies of people, which came to them with reverent 
behaviour, and fignified to the Samo^ds and TartarSj^ 
which were guides to the Ruffian foldiers, that they 
Were called Tingoefi ; that their dwelling was on the 
great river Jeniffey. This river is faid to be far bigger 
than Obfj diftant from the mouth thereof four days 
and nights failing ; and likewife &lls into the fea of 
Naramzie : it hath high mountains on the eaft, fome of 
which caft out fire, to the weft a plain and fertile coun- 
try, which in the fpring-time it overflows about feventy 
leagues; all that time the inhabitants keep them in the 
mountains, and then return with their cattle to the 
plain. The Tingoefi are a very gentle nation, they have 
great fwoln throats J, like thofe in Italy that live under 
the Alps ; at perfuafion of the Samoeds they forthwith 
fubmitted to the Ruffian government ! and at their re- 
qucft travelling the next year to difcover ftill eaftward,^ 
they came at length to a river, which the favages of that 
place called Pifida§, fomewhat lefs than JeniflTey ; be- 

♦ Purch. part 3. p. 527. -J Ibid. 527, 551, 546, 527. J Ibid, 
) Ibid. 528. 
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yond which hearing ofttimes the tolling of brazen bell», 
and fometimes the noife of men and horfcs, they durft 
not pafs over ; they faw there certain (ails afar off, 
fquare, and therefore fuppofed to be like Indian or 
China fails, and the rather for that they report that great 
guns have been heard (hot off from thofe vcflTeis. In 
April and May they were much delighted with the fair 
profpeft of that country, replenilhed with many rare 
trees, plants and flowers, bca(b and fowl. Some think 
here to be the borders of Tangut in the north of Ca- 
thay ♦. Some of thofe Samoeds, about the year 1610, 
travelled fo far till they came in view of a white city, 
and heard a great din o(^ bells, and report there came to 
them men all armed in iron from head to foot. And 
in the year 161 1, divers out of Cathay, and others from 
Alteen Czar, who (lyles himfelf the golden king, came 
and traded at Zergolta, or Surgoot, on the river 
Ob, bringing with them plates of filvcr. Whereupon 
Michael Pheodorowieh the Rulfian emperor, in the 
'j'ear 1619, fent certain of his people from Tooma to 
Alteen, and Cathay, who returned with embalFadors 
from thofe princes. Thefe relate f, that from Tooma 
in ten days and a half, three days whereof over a lake, 
ivherc rubies and fapphires grow, they came to the Al- 
teen king, or king of Alty ; through his land in five 
weeks they pa(red into the country of Sheromugaly, or 
Mugalla, where reigned a queen called Manchica ; 
whence in four days they came to the borders of Ca-* 
thay, fenced with a done wall, fifteen fathom high ; along 
the (ide of which, having on the other hand many pretty 
towns belonglr,g to queen Manchica, they travelled ten 
<]ays without feeing any on the wall, till they came to 
the gate ; where they (aw very great ordnance lying, 
and three thoufand men in watctu They traffic with 
other, nations at the gate, and very few at once are fuf- 
fered to enter. They were travelling from Tooma to 
this gate twelve weeks ; and from thence to the great 
city of Cathay ten dayi. Where being condudtcd to 
the houfe of embafTadors, within a few days tlierc came 

• VvLTch. part 3. p. 543, 546. " f Ibid. 797. 
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a fecretary from kfeg Tambur, with two hundred meit 
well apparelled, and riding on afleis, to feaft them with 
divers forts of wine, and to demand their meflage ; but 
having brought no prefents with them, they could not 
be admitted to his fight ; only with his letter to the em- 
peror they returned, as is aforefaid, to Tobolfca. The)r 
report, that the land of Mugalla reaches from Boghar to 
the north fea*, and hath many caftles built of ftone, 
fourfquare, with towers at the corners covered with 
glazed tiles ; and on the gates alarmbells, or watchbells^ 
twenty pound weight of metal ; their houfes built alfo 
of ftone, the cielings cunningly painted with flowers 
of all colours. The people are idolaters; the country 
exceeding fruitful. They have afles and mules, but no 
• horfes. The people of Cathay fay, that this great wall 
ftretches from Boghar to the north (ea, four. months 
journey, with continual towers a flight fliot diftant 
from each other, and beacons on every tower ; and that 
' this wall is the bound between Mugalla and Cathay. In 
which are but five gates \ thoie narrow^ and fo low, that 
A horfeman fitting upright cannot ride in. Neitt to the 
wall is the city Shirokalga ; it hath a caftle well furniflied 
with fliort ordnance and fmall (hot, which they who 
keep watch on the gates, towers, and walls, duly at fun- 
fet and rifing difcharge thrice over. The city abounds 
with rich merchandize, velvets, damaiks, clodi of gold, 
and tiflTue, with many forts of fugars. Like to this is 
the city Yara, their markets fmell odoriferoufly with 
fpices, and Tayth more rich chaa that, Shirooan yet 
more magnificent, half a day's journey through, and ex- 
ceeding populous. From hence to Cathaia the imperial 
city is two days journey, built of white ftone, fourfquare, 
in circuit four days going, cornered with four white 
towers, very high an^ ^eat, and others very fair along 
the wall, white intermingled with blue, and loopholes 
furnrfhdd with ordnance. In midft of this white city 
ftands a caftle built of magnet, where the king dwells, 
in a fumptuous palace, the top whereof is overlaid with 
gold. The city ftands on even ground encompassed with 

• ?urch, p. 7^. 
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the river Youga, fcven days journey from the feu Tlie 
people are very fair but not warlike, delighting moft in 
fich traffick. Thefe relations are referred hither, bccaufe 
we have them from Ruffians j who re|X)rt aUb, that there 
is a fea beyond * Ob (q warm, that all kind of feafowl 
live thereabout as well in winter as in fummer. Thus 
much briefly of the fea and lands between KuiHa and 
Cathay. 

« 

CHAP. IV- 

7'he fucceffion of Mofcovia dukes and mpercrSy taken out of 
their chronicles by a Polac, with fome later additions f • 

THE great dukes of Mofcovy derive their pedi« 
grec, though without ground, from Auguftus Csefar : 
whom they fable to have fent certain of his kindred to 
be governors over many remote provinces ; and among 
them, PruiTus over Pruffia ; him to have had his icat on 
the eaftern Baltic (hgre by the river Wixel ; of whom 
Rurek, Sinaus, and Truuor defcended by the fourth 
generation, were by the Ruffians'^ living then without 
civil government, fent for in the year 573, to bear rule 
over them, at the perfuafion of Goftomiflius chief citizen 
of Novogrod. They therefore, taking with them Ole- 
chus their kinfman, divided thofe countries among them- 
felves, and each in his province taught them civil go- 
vernment. 

Ivor, fon of Rurek,* the reft dying without iffue, be- 
came fucceflbr to them all ; being left in nonage under 
the protedlion of Olechus. He took to wife Olha 
daughter to a citizen of Plefco, of whom he begat Sto- 
flaus; but after that being (lain by his enemies, Olha 
his wife went to Conftantinople, and was there baptized 
Helena. 

Stoflaus fought many battles with his enemies ; but 
was at length by them flain, who made a cup of his 
ikull, engraven with this ieatence in gold ; *' Seeking 

* Forcb. p. 8o6* f Hac. vol. i. p. 221. 
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after other men*s, he loft his own.'* His fons were TV* 
ropulchusj Olega, and Volodimh". 

Volodimir, having flain the other two, made himfelf 
fole lord of Ruflia ; yet after that faft inclining to chrif- 
tian religion, had to wife Anna (ifter of Baiilius and Con- 
flantine Greek emperors ; and with all his people, in 
the year 988, was baptized, and called Bafilius. How- 
beit Zonaras reporteth, that before that time Bafilius the 
Greek emperor fent a bi/hop to them; at whofe preach- 
ing they not being moved, but requiring a miracle, he 
after devout prayers, takirtg the book of gofpcl into his 
hands, threw it before them all into the fire ; which 
remaining there unconfumcd, they were converted. 

Volodimir had eleven fons, among whom he divided 
his kingdom ; Boriftus and Glebus for their holy life re- 
giftered faints ; and their feaft kept every year in No- 
vember with great folemnity. The reft, through coii- 
tention to have the fole government, ruined each other; 
leaving only Jaroflaus inheritor of alK 

Volodimir, fon of Jaroflaus, kept his tefidence in the 
ancient city Kiow upon the river Borifthenes. And 
after many conflidls with the fons of his uncles and 
having fubdued all, was called Monomachus. He made 
war with Conftantine the Greek emperor, wafted Thra- 
cia, and returning home with great fpoils to prepare new 
war, was appeafed by Conftantine ; who fent Neophytus 
bifliop of Ephefus, and Euftathius abbot of Jerufalem, 
to prefent him with part of our Saviour*s crofs, and 
other rich gifts, and to falute him by the name of Czar, 
or Calar : with whom he thenceforth entered into league 
and amity. 

After him in order of defcent Vufzevolodus, George, 
J)emetrius. 

Then George his fon, wJjo in the year 1237 was flain 
in battle by the Tartar prince Bathy, who fubdued Muf- 
covia, and made it tributary. From that time the Tar- 
tarians made fuch dukes of Rufliia, as they thought 
would be moft pliable to their ends; of whom they re- 
quired, as oft as embafladors came to him out of Tartary, 
to go out and meet them ; and in his own court to ftand 
bareheaded^ while they fate and delivered tbcir meflage. 
6 4t 
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At wbich time the Tartars wafted allb Polonia, ScleRa, 
and Hiingaria, till pope Innocent the Fourth obtained 
peace of them tor five years. Tliis Bathy, fay the Kuf- 
finns. was the father of Tamerlane, whom they call 
Tcmirfcutla. 

Thcn iucceeded Jaroflaus, the brother of George, then 
Alexander his fan. 

Daniel, the fon of Alexander, was he who firft made 
the city of Mofco his royal feat, buitded the callle, and ' 
took on him the title of great duke. 

John, the Ton of Daniel, was furnamed Kaleta, that 
word fignifying a fcrip, out of which, continually car- 
tied about with him, he was wont to deal his alms. 

His Ion Simeon, dying witliout iffue, left the king- 
dotn to John his next brother; and he to hb fon Deme- 
trius, who left two fons, Bafiiius and George. 

Bzlihus reigning, had a ion of his own name, but 
doubling left not of his own body, through the fufpiciba 
he had of his wife's chaftity, him he difinhents, and 
gives the dukedom to his brother Geoi^e. 

George, putting his nephew Bafiiius in prifon, reigns; 
yet at his death, either through rcniorfe, or other caufe, 
furrcndcrshira the dukedom. 

Bafiiius, unexpeftedly thusattaining his fuppofed right, 
rnjoycd it not long in quiet j for Andrew and Dcmetnus, 
the two fons of George, counting it injury not to fuc- 
cecd their father, made war upon him, and furpriling 
bim on a fudden, put out his eyes, Notwithllanding 
which, the boiarcns^ or nobles, kept their allegiance to 
the duke, though blind, whom therefore thev called 
Czicmnox. 

John Vafiliwich, his Ton, was the 6r{l: who brought 
the Rutlian name out of obfcurity into renown. To 
fecure hb own eftate, he put to death as many of his 
kindred, as were likely to pretend; and ftyled himfelf 
great duke of W'olodimiria, Mofcovia, Novogardia, 
Czar oi all Huflia. He won Pl.-fco, the only walled city 
in all Mul'-ovy, and Novogrod, the richeft, from the 
IJthuanians, to whom they had been fubjcft fifty j-ean 
before; and I'rom the latter carried home three hundred 
wagzons laden with tn:afure. He had war with Alex- 

Vot. IV. U andcr 
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ander king of Poland, and with the Livonians} with him, 
on pretence of withdrawing his daughter Helena, whom 
he had to wife, from the G reek church to the Romifh ; 
with the Livonians for no other caufe, but to enlarge 
his bounds: though he were often foiled by Pletteber-' 
gius, great maftcr of the Pruffian knights. His wife was 
daughter to the duke of Tyveriky ; of her he begat John; 
and to him refigned his dukedom; giving him to wife 
the daughter of Steven, palatine of Moldavia ; by whom 
he had iflue Demetrius, and deccafed foon after. Vafi- 
liwith, therefore, rcafluming the dukedom, married a 
fecond wife Sophia, daughter to Thomas Palseologus: 
who is faid to have received her dowry out of the pope's 
treafury, upon promife of the duke to become Romifli. 

This princels, of a haughty mind, often complaining 
that (he was married to the Tartars vaffal, at length by 
continual perfuafions, and by a wile, found means to 
eafe her hufband and his country of that yoke. For 
whereas till then the Tartar had his procurators, who 
dwelt in the very caftle of Mofco, to overfee ftate affairs, 
(he feigned that from Heaven (he had been warned, to 
build a temple to faint Nicholas on the fame place where 
the Tartar agents had their houfe. Being therefore de- 
livered of a fon, (he made it her requeft to the prince of 
Tartary, whom (he had invited to the baptizing, that 
he would give her that houfe, which obtaining, (he razed 
to the ground, and removed thofe orerieers out of the 
caftle; and fo by degrees difpo(refled them of all which 
they held in Ku(ria. She prevailed alfo with her hufband, 
to transfer the dukedom from Demetrius the fon of 
John deceafed, to Gabriel his eldeft by her. 

Gabriel, no fooncr duke, but changed his name to Ba- 
filius, and fet his mind to do nobly; he recovered great 
part of Mofcovy from Vitoldus duke of Lithuania ; and 
on the Borifthenes won Smolen(ko and many other cities 
in the year 15 14. He divorced his firft wife, and of 
Helena daughter to duke Glinfki begat Juan Va(iliwich. 

Juan Vafiliwich, being left a child, was committed to 
George his uncle and proteftor; at twenty-five years of 
age he vanqui(hed the Tartars of Cazan and Aftracan, 
bringing home with, him their princes captive; made 

cruel 



' ftOTK 

drnl 



A hrief Hijlory of Mojcovia. stji 

cruel war in Livonia, pretending right of inheriuncc. 
lie fcemcd exceedingly devout; and whereas the RuJTuns 
in their churches u!e out of zeal and reverence to knock 
their heads agaJnft the ground, his forehtJad ivas fcldom 
free of twellings and bruiles, and verj' olicn feeo to bleed, 
caufe of his rigour in govcrnnieiit he alleged to be 
malice and treachery of iiis lubjedts. Bui Ibme of 
• nobles, incited by his cruelty, called in the Crim 
Tartar, who in the year 15 ji broke into Ruflia, burnt 
Mofco to the ground. He reigned fifiy-four years, had 
three fon?, of which the eldeft, being ftrook on a time 
by his fether, with grief thereof died; his other fons 
were Phcodor and Demetrius. In the time of Juan 
Vaflliwich the Englilh came firil by fea into the north 
parts of Ruflia. 

Phcodor Juanowich, being under age, was left to the 
protedion of Boris, brother to the young emprefs, and 
third fon by adoption in the empeivr's will f . After 
forty days of mourning, the appointed time of coro- 
nation being come, theempcroriduingout of his palace§, 
the whole clergy before him, entered with his nobility 
the church of Blavelhina or blcflcdnefs; whence ai'ier 
(cr\'icc to the cluirch of Michael, then to our lady church, 
being the cathedral. In midft whereof a chair was 
placed, and nioft unvaluablc garments put upon him; 
there alto was the imperial crown fet on his head by the 
metropolitan, who out of a fmall book in his hand read 
exhortations to the emperor of jufticc and peaceable 
government. After this, rifing from his chair he was 
lavcfted with an upper robe, fo thick with orient pearls 
and Hones, as weighed two hundred pounds, the train 
Wri up by fix dukes ; his ftaff imperial was of a uni- 
corn's horn three foot and a half long, bcfct with rich 
ftoncs; his globe and fix crowns carried before him by 

nccs of the blood \ his horie at the church duor ftood 
ly with a covering of embroidered pearl, faddle and 

fuitable, to the value of thuTc hundred thoufand marks. 

lere was a kind of bridge unJe three ways, one hun- 
dred and fifty fathom long, thi-c foot high, two fathom 
brood, whereon the emperor with his train went from 
• HoHcy'i obfeiratiooi. f Hac. vol. 1. 466. { Herley. 
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one church lo another above the infinite throng of pica- 
pie making loud acclamations: at the empcfor's return- 
ing from thofe churches they were fpread underfoot with 
cloth of gold, the porches with red velvet, the bridges 
with fcarlet and flammel cloth, all which, as the emperor 
pafled by, were cut and fnatchcd by them that flood 
next ; befides new minted coins of gold and filver call 
among the people. The emprefs in her palace w^ 
placed before a great open window in rich and (hining 
Tobes, among her ladies. After this the emperor came 
into parliament, where he had a banquet ferved by his 
nobles in princely order; two (landing on either fide 
his chair with battleaXes of gold ; three of the next 
rooms great and large, being fet round with plate of gold 
and filver, from the ground up to the roof. This triumph 
lafted a week, wherein many royal paftimes were feen ; 
after which, eleftion was made of the nobles to new 
ofiices and dignities. The conclufion of all was a peal 
of one hundred and feventy brafs ordnance two miles 
without the city, and twenty thoufand harquebuzcs 
twice over; and fo the emperor with at leaft fifty thou- 
fand horfc returned through the city to his palace, 
where all the nobility, ofiicers, and merchants brought 
him rich prefents. Shortly after the emperor, by di- 
reftion of Boris, conquered the large country of Siberia, 
and took prifoncr tlie king thereof; he removed ialfo 
corrupt officers and former taxes. In fum, a great alte* 
ration in the government followed, yet dl quietly aild 
without tumult. Thefe things reported abroad ftrook 
fuch awe into the neighbour kiilgs, that the Crim 
Tartar, with his wives alfo, and many nobles valiant and 
perfonable men, came to vifit the Ruffian. Tliere came 
alfo twelve hundred Polilh gentlemen, many CircAf- 
fians, and people of other nations, to offer fervice ; etn- 
bafladors from the Turk, the Perfian, Georgian, and 
other Tartar princes ; from Almahy, Poland, Sweden, 
Denmark. But this glory lafled not long, through the 
treachery of Boris, who procured the death firft of De- 
metrius, then of the emperor himfelf, whereby the i<n* 
perial race, after the fucceffion of three hundred yeatrs, 
was quite extbguiflied. 

4 Boris 
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lorU adopted, 25 before was faid, third Ton to Juut 
_. ^ illwich, witli6ut impeachment now afccnded the 
tWonc; but ncitlicr did he enjoy long what he had fa 
wickedly compafHjd, divine revenge raifing up againft 
liim a coiintcrteil of iliat Demetrius, wliom he had 
caull-d to be murdered at Ouglets '. This upftartj 
flrcngthened with many Pales and Coffacks, appears in 
arms to claim his right out of the hands of Boris, who 
fcnt againft him an army of two hundred thoufand men, 
many of whom revolted I o this Demetrius: Peter Baf- 
man, the general, returning to Mofco with the empty 
triumph of a reported vliflory. But the enemy (lil) ad- 
vancing, Boris one day, after a plentiful meat, finding 
himfclt heavy and pained in the Ilomach, laid him down 
on his bed ; but ere his doftors, who made great haflc, 
came to him, was found fpeechlefs, and foon after died 
with grief, as is luppofed, of his ill fuccefs againd Deme- 
trius. Before his death, though it were fpeedy, he 
would be fliorn, and new chriftencd. He had but one 
fon, whom he loved fo fondly, as not to fuffer him out 
of fight; ufing to fay he was lord and titther of his 
fon, and yet his fervant, yea his flave. To gain the 
people's love, which he had loft by his ill getting the 
empire, he ufed two policies ; firft he caufed Moico to 
tx fired in four places, that in tlic quenching thereof he 
might Ihow his great care and tcndernefs of the people ; 
amopg whom he likewife diftributcd fo much of his 
bounty, as both new built their houfes, and repaired 
their lofics. At another time the people murmuring, 
that the great peftilence, which had then fwcpt away a 
third part of tlic nation, was tlte punilhment of their 
tlefting him, a murderer, to reign over them, he built 
galleries round about the utraort wall of Mofco, and 
there appointed for one whole month twenty thoufand 
pound to be given to the poor, which well nigh flopped 
their mouths. After the death of Boris, Peter Batman, 
their only hope and refuge, though a young man, was 
Tent again to the wars, with him many Engiilh, Scots, 
pTCQChi ^d Dutch i who all with ihe other general Go* 
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Icechc fell off to the new Demetrius, whofe meflengers, 
coming now to the fuburbs of Mofco, were brought by 
the multitude to that fpacious field before the caftle gate, 
mithin which the council were then fitting, many of 
whom were by the people's threatening called out, and 
conftrained to hear the letters of Demetrius openly read : 
which, long ere the end, wrought fo with the multitude, 
that furioufly they broke into the caftle, laying violence 
on all they met ; when ftraight appeared coming towards 
them two meflengers of Demetrius formerly fent, piti- 
fully whipped and roafted, which added to their rage. 
Then was the whole city in an uproar, all the great 
councilors botifes ranfacked, efpecially of the Godo- 
novas, the kindred and family of Boris. Such of the 
nobles that. were beft beloved by entreaty prevailed at 
length to put an end to this tumult. The cmprefs, fly- 
ing to a lafer place, had her collar of pearl pulled from 
her neck; and by the next meflage command was given 
to fecure her, with her fon and daughter. Whereupon 
Demetrius by general confent was proclaimed emperor. 
The emprefs, now feeing all loft, counfelled the prince 
her fon to follow his father's example, who, it feems, 
had difpatched himfelf by poifon ; and with a defperate 
courage beginning the deadly health, was pledged effec- 
tually by her Ion; but the daughter, only fipping, 
lefcaped. Others afcribe this deed to the fecret com- 
mand of Demetrius, and felf-murder imputed to them, 
to avoid the envy ©f fuch a command. 

Demetrius Evanowich, for fo he called himfelf, who 
liicceeded *, was credibly reported the fon of Gregory 
Peupoloy a Ruffe gentleman, and in his younger years 
to have been ftiorn ^ friar, but efcaping from the monaf- 
tery, to have travelled Germany and other countries, 
but chiefly Poland : where he attained to good fufficiency 
in arrns and other experipnge ; which raifed in hio) fuch 
high thoughts, a§, grounding on a common belief among 
the Ruffians, that the yopng Demetrius was not ^ead, 
but conveyed away, ^rid theif hatred againft Boris, on 
^his foundation, with fomQ QttiercircumftanceSj^to buil4 
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his hopes no lower than an empire; which on his firft 
difcovery found acceptation fo generally, as planted him 
at length on the royal feat : but not fo firmly as the fair 
beginning promifed; for in a (hort while the Kuflians 
finding themfclves abufcd by an impoflor, on the (ixth 
day after his marriage, obferving when his guard of 
Poles were moft fecure, rufhing into the palace before 
break of day, dragged him out of his bed, and when he 
had confefled the uaud, pulled him to pieces; with him 
Peter Bafman was alfo flain, and both their dead bodies 
laid oj)en in the market-place. He was of no prefence, 
but otherwife of a princely difpofition ; too bountiful, 
which occafioned fome exa&ions; in other matters a 
great lover of juftice, not unworthy the empire which 
he had gotten, and loft only through greatncfs of mind, 
negle<5ting the confpiracy, which he knew the Ruffians 
were plotting. Some fay their hatred grew, for that 
they faw him alienated from the Ruffian manners and 
religion, having made Buchinfkoy a learned proteftant 
his fecretary. Some report from Gilbert*s relation, who 
was a Scot, a captain of his guard, that lying on his bed 
awake, not long before the confpiracy, he faw the ap- 
pearance of an aged man coming toward him, at which 
he rofe, and called to them that watched ; but they denied 
to have feen any fuch pafs by them. He returning to 
his bed, and within an hour after, troubled again with 
the fame apparition, fent for Buchinfkoy, telling him 
he had now twice the fame night feen an aged man, 
who at his fecond coming told him, that though he 
were a good prince of himfelf, yet for the jlnjuftice and 
oppreffion of his inferiour minifters, his empire fhould 
be taken from him. The fecretary counlelled him tp 
embrace true religion, affirming that for lack thereof his 
officers were fo corrupt. The emperor feemed to be 
much moved, and to intend what was perfu^ded hini. 
But a few days after, the other fecretary, ^ Ruffian, came 
to him with a drawn fword, of which the emperor m^e 
flight at firft ; but lie after bold words aflaulted him* 
flraight feconded by other confpirators, cr)Mng liberty, 
Gilbert, with many of the guard overfuddenly lurprifed, 
retreated to Coluga, 4 town which they fortified i moft 
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of the other ftrangers were malTacred, except the Eng^ 
lifh, whofe mediation faved alfo Bucbinfkoy. Shulky, 
who fucceeded him, reports in a letter to king James 
otherwife of him ; that his fight name was Gryflica the 
Ibn of Boughdan ; that to efcape punifliment for viilanies 
done, he turned friar, and fell at Jaft to the black art; 
and fearing that the metropolitan intended therefore to 
imprilbn him, fled into Lettow ; 'where by counfel of 
iSigifmund the Poland king, he began to call himfclf 
Demetry of Ouglitts; and by many libels and Ijpies 

{)rivily fent into Mofco, gave out the fame ; that many 
etters and meflengers thereupon were fent from Bori$ 
into Poland, and n-om the patriarch, to acquaint them 
who the runnagate \yas : but the Polanders giving them 
no credit, furuiflicd him the more with arms and mo- 
ney, notwithftanding the league; and fent the p^datine 
Sandamerfko and other lords to accompany him into 
Ruflia, gaining alio a prince of the Crim Tartars to 
his aid ; that the army of Boris, hearing of his fudden 
jdeath, yielded to this Gryfhca, who, taking to wife the 
daughter of Sandamerfko^ attempted to root out the 
Ruffian clergy, and to bnn^ in the Romifh religion^ 
for which purpofe many j^luits came along with him. 
Whereupon Shuiky with the nobles and metropolitans, 
iponfpiring againd him, in half a year gathered all the 
forces of MoTcovia, and furprifing him, found in writimj 
^nder t^is own hand all thefe his intentions ; letten alto 
firom the pope and cardinals to the fame effed, not only 
to fet up the religion of Rome, but to force it upon 'all, 
with death to them that refufed. 

Vafily Evanowich Shuiky *, after the flaughter of 
Demetry or Gryflica, was eleded emperor, having not 
long before been at the block for reporting to have feei^ 
the true Demetrius dead and buried; but Gryflica n6t 
only recalled him, but advanced him to be the inftru* 
inent of hi$ own ruin. He was then about the age of 
fifty ; nobly defcended, never married, of great wiklom 
'reputed, a favourer of the Englifli: for he faved them 
from rifling in the former ^umults. Some fay f he 
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Uiodeftljr r«fufed the crown, till by lot four times toge- 
ther ii fell to hirh ; yet after tliat, growing jealous of 
his title, removed by poilon and other means all the 
nobles, that were like to (land his rivals ; and is faii 
to bave coniuJted wit'i witclics of the Samocds, Lap- 
pians and Tartarians, about tlie lame fears j and being 
warned of one Michalowich to have put to death three 
of that name, yet a fourth was reter\'ed by faie to Juc- 
ceed him, being 1 hen a youth attendant in the court, one 
of thole that held the golden axes, and leaft fufiiecled. 
But before that time he alio was fupplanted by ano- 
ther reviving Ui-metrius brought in by the Poles; whole 
counterfeifcd hand, and ftrange relating ol privatcft cir- 
Curnftancts, had almoft dcci-ived Gilbert himlelf, had 
Bot their perlons been utterly unlike; but Gryftica's 
wife lo far believed him for her hulband, as to receive 
htm to her bed. Siiulky, befieged in his caftleof Moico, 
vta> idventuroufly fupplied with {i>me powder and ara- 
mttnition by ilic EngliQi ; and with iwo thoutand French, 
£ni^li(h, and Scuts, with other forces from Charles king of 
Swcdtn. The* Enghlh, after many mifcries of cold and 
hunger, and aliaults by the way, dellrted by the Frchch, 
yielded moftof them lo the Pole, nearSmolenfko.and fenr- 
ed himagainft the Kufs. f Meanwhile this fecond Deme- 
trius, being now rejefted by the Pole?, with thole Ruf- 
fian^ that iided with him laid (tege to Mofco: Zolkiewflcy, 
for Sigifmund king of Poland, beleaguers on the other 
fide with forty tlioufand men; whercot fifteen hundretl 
Englilh, Scotch, and French. Shuflcy, defpairing fuc* 
"eels, betakes him to a monaftery ; but with the city is 
jnettlcd to the Pole ; who turns now his force againft 
Ifac counterteit Demetrius; he fccking to fly is by a 
Tartar flain in his camp. SmolenJko held out a fiege of 
two yean, then lurrcndered. Shufty the emperor, 
carried away mto Poland, there ended mtferably in pri- 
fon. But before his departure out of Mpfcovy, the 
Polandcrs in his name fending for the chief nobility, as 
to a lall farewcl, caufe them to be entcrt^ned in a lecrCt 
pface aad there difpatched: by this means ibc caliet to 
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fubdue the people. Yet the Poles were ftarved at length 
out of tbofe places in Mofco, which they had fortified. 
Wherein the Ruflians, who befiegcd them, found, as is 
reported, fixty barrels of man*s fleQi powdered, being 
the bodies of fuch as died among them, or were flaia 
in fight. 

• After which the empire of Ruflia broke to pieces, the 
prey of fuch as could catch, every one naming himfelf, 
and driving to be accounted, that Demetrius of Ouglitts. 
Some cho(e Uladiflaus king Sigifmund's fon, but he not 
accepting, they fell to a popular government ; killing all 
the nobles under pretence of favouring the Poles. Some 
overtures of receiving them were made, as lome fay, to 
king James, and Sir John Mcric, and Sir William RufTell 
imploycd therein. Thus Ruffia remaining in this con- 
fufion, it happened that a mean man, a butcher, dwell- 
ing in the north about Duina, inveighing againfl: the 
bafenefs of their nobility f , and the corruption of officers, 
uttered words, that if they would but choofe a faithful 
treafurer to pay well the fokliers, and a good general 
(naming one Pozarfky, a poor gentleman, who after 
good fervice done, lived not far off retired and neglcdl- 
ed;; that then he doubted not to drive out the Poles. 
The people aflfent, and choofe that general ; the butcher 
they make their treafurer; who both fo well difcharged 
their places, that with an army foon gathered they raifc 
the fiege of Mofco, which the Polanders had renewed ; 
and with Boris Licin, another great foklier of that coun- 
try, fall into confutation about the choice of an em- 
peror, and choofe at laft Michalowich, or Michael Pheo- 
dorowich, the fatal youth, whofe name Shufky fo feared, 

J Michael Pheodorowich thus eledcd by the valour of 
Poiariky and Boris Licin, made them both generals of 
his forces, joining with them another great commander 
of the Coflacks, whofe aid had much befriended him; 
the butcher alfo was made a counfellor of flate. Finally, 
a peace was made up between the Ruffians and the Poles; 
ud that partly by the mediation of king James, 
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the pfi dif<overy of Rujfia by tkinorth-eaji, 1553, iviik 
ike EngHjh tmbajjiei, and enter tamuHts at that coxrtt 
inuil the year 1 604. 

THE difcovcry of Ruffia by the northern ocean •, 
OMtle firft, of any nation that we know, by Engiilhmcn, 
m^t have fecmed an enterprife almoft heroic; if any 
hieher end than the exceffive love of gain and traffic had 
•nimatcd the deligi. Nevertheleis, that in regard that 
many things not unprofitable to the knowledge of na- 
ture, and otiier obfcrvations are hereby come lo light, 
•S good events ofttimes arifc from evil occafions, it will 
not be the worft labour to relate briefly the beginning, 
and profecution of this adventurous voyage i until it 
became at lall a familiar paflage. 

When our merchants perceived the commodities of 
England to be in fmall requefl abroad, and foreign mcr- 
chatKlize to grow higher in efteem and value than be- 
fore, they began to think wah ihemfclvcs, how this 
might be remedied. And feeing how the Spaniards and 
Portugals had increafed their wealth by dilcovery of 
new trades and cnuntrics, they relblvcd upon feme new 
and ftrangc navigation. At the fame time Scbaftian 
Chabola, a man tor the knowledge of (ca afiairs much 
renowned in thofe days, happened to be in London. 
With liim firft they cnnfull; and by his advice conclude 
to furnilh ouc three (hips for the fearch and diftovcry 
ot' the northern parts. And having heard that a cer- 
tain worm is bred in that ocean, which many times 
caicth through the ftronetfl oak, they contrive to cover 
fomc part ot the keel of thole fliips with thin Iheets of 
lead; and vidual them tor eigliteen months; allowing 
equally to their journey, their ftay, and their return. 
Aims alio they provide, and ftorc of munition, with 
fufficicnt captains and governors for fo great an cater- 
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prife^ To which among many, and fomc void ofexpe^ 
riencc that offered themfelves, Sir Hugh Willougbby, a 
Taliant gentleman, earncftly rcqucfted to have the charge. 
Of whom before all others both for his goodly pcrfonagc, 
and fingular ikill in the ferviccs of war, they made choice 
to be admiral ; and of Richard Chancelor> a man greatly 
efleemed for his fkill, to be chief pilots Thi$ ma(i was 
brought up by Mr. Henry Sidney, afterwards deputy of 
Ireland, who coming where the adventurers were 
{gathered togetlier, though then a young man, with a 
l^ave and elegant fpeech commended Chancelor unto 
them. 

After this, they omitted no incjuiry after any peribii, 
ibat might inform them concerning .thofe north-c^ierly 
fKirts, to which the voyage tended ; and two Tartarian^ 
4ben of the king's flable were fent for ; but they were 
^le to anfwer nothing to purpofe. So after much de- 
bate it was concluded, that by the twentieth of ]V4ay 
the (hips (hould depart. Being come near Greenwich, 
•where the court then lay, prefently the courtiers eame 
fi^nning out, the privy council at the windows, the reft 
on 'ttie towers and battlements. The mariners all ^ppa- 
lelled in watchet, or fkycoloured cloth, difcharge their 
4>rdnance; the noife whereof, and of the people (houting, 
is anfwered from the hills and waters with as loud an 
vecho. Only the good king Edward then fick beheld 
|iot this fight, but died foon after. From hence putting 
iioto :Harwich, they (laid long and loft much time. At 
{ongth 'paffing by Shetland, they kenned a far off .£g9- 
lands, being an mnumerable fort of iflands called Roi^ 
'Jflands in fixty-fix degrees. Thence to Lofoot in fizty* 
tight, to Seinam in ieventy degrees; thefe iflands belong 
•all^o the crown . of ^Denmark. Whence departing Sir 
Hugh Willoughby fet out his flag, by which he callc4 
together the chief men of his other fliips to counlUi 
-wher& they conclude, in cafe. they happened to be icat<i 
-tened by tcmpeft, that WardhQufe, a noted haven ia 
Finmark, be the appointed place of their meeting. The 
V=eiy fame day afternoon fo great a temped arofe, that 
the fliips were fome driven one way, fome another, in 
great peril* Thcgenefalsyit^ his loudeft voice callecl 

to 
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to Cliancclor not to be far from Iiim ; but in vain, for 
the admiral failing mucli better than his (hip, and bear- 
ing »ll her fails, was carried with great fwiftnefs foon out 
of fight; but before that, the Ihip-boat, ftriking againft. 
her ftiip, was overwhehned in view of the Bonaventure, 
whereof Chancclor was captain, • The third Ihip alb 
in the fimie rtorm was loft. But Sir Hugh VV'ilioughby 
cfcaping that ftorm, and wandering on thole defolate feas 
till the eighteenth of September, put into a haven where 
tScy had weather as in the depth of winter; and there 
determining to abide till fpring, fent out three men 
fbutb-weft to find inhabitants ; who journiod three da^, 
but found none ; then other three went weftward four 
days journey, and lafliy three fouth-eaft three days; but 
they all returning without news of people, or any fign 
of habitation, Sir Hugh with the company of his two 
(hips abode there till January, as appears by a will (tncc 
found in one of the fhips ; but then perilhed all with 
cold. This river or haven was Arzina in Lapland, near 
toKegor+j where they were found dead the year after 
by certain Huflian fifhermen. Whereof the I^^ngliHi 
agent at Mofco hSving notice, fent and recovered the 
Ihips with the dead bodies and moft of the goods, and 
fcnt tbem for England; but the (hips being unflaunch, 
as is fuppofed, by their two years wintering in Lapland, 
funk by the way with their dead, and them alio that 
brought them. But now Chancclor, with his (hip and 
company thus left, Ihajied his courfe to Wardhuule, Ilic 
place agreed on to cxiieift the reft; where having /laid 
fcvcn days without tidings of them, he refolves at length 
to iiold on his voyage; and failed io far till he found 
00 ni^ht, but continual day and fun clearly ftiining on 
that huge and vaft fca for certain days. At length they 
enter into a great bay, named, as they knew after, from 
S(. Nicholas ; and fpying a filhcfboat, madcafter him to 
know what people they were. The fifhermcn amazed 
witJi the greatnefs of his Ihip, totheni a ftrange and new 
4ght, fought to fly; but overtaken, in great fear they 
pnftrate ^mfelves, and olfcr to kifs his feet; but be 
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railing them up with all figns and geftures of courtefy^ 
fought to win their friendQi ip. ^^^\ ^^ fooner difmifled, 
but fpread abroad the arrival of a urange nation, whofe 
humanity they fpake of with great affeftion; whereupon 
the people running together, with like return of all 
courteous uf^e receive them; offering them viduals 
freely, nor refuting to traffic, but for a loyal cuftom which 
bound them from that, without firfl the confent had of 
their king* After mutual demands of each other's na- 
tion, they found themfelves to be in Kuflia, where Juan 
Vafiliwich at that time reigned emperor. To whom 
privily the governor of that place fending notice of the 
ilrange guelts that were arrived, held in the mean while 
our men in what fufpenfe he could. The emperor well 
pleafed with {o unexpeded a meifage, invites them to 
his court, offering them pofl horfes at his own charget 
or if the journey feemed over long, that they migh- 
freely traffic where they were. But ere this mefienger 
could return, having loft his way, the Mufcovites them, 
felves loath that our men fhould depart, which they 
made fhow to do, fumifhed them with guides and other 
conveniencies, to bring them to their king's prcfence. 
Chancelor had now gone more than half his journey, 
when the iledman fent to court meets him on the way ; 
delivers him the emperor's letters; which when the 
Rufles undcrftood, fo willing they were to obey the 
contents thereof, that they quarrelled and ftrove who 
(hould have the preferment to put his horfes to the fled. 
So after a long and troublefome journey of fifteen hun- 
dred miles he arrived at Mofco. After he had remained 
in the city about twelve days, a mefTenger was fent to 
bring them to the king's houfe. Being entered within 
the court gates, and brought into an outward chamber, 
they beheld there a very honourable company to the 
number of a hundred, fitting all apparelled in cloth of 
gold down to their ancles: next conduded to the cham- 
ber of preience, there fat the emperor on a lofty and very 
royal throne ; on his head a diadem of gold, his robe all 
of gokifmiths work, in his hand a chryftal fceptre gar- 
nilhed and befet with precious ftones; no lefs was his 
countenance full of majefty. Befide him flood his chief 
6 fecrctary \ 
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fccTCtary; on his other fide the great commander of 
lilence, both in cloth of gold ; then fat his council of a 
hundred and fifty round about on high feats, clad all as 
richly. Chancelor, nothing abaflied, made his obeifance 
to the emperor after the EngiiHi manner. The emperor 
having taken, and re*ad his letters, alter fome enquiry of 
king Edward's health, invited them to dinner, and till 
then difmiffcd them. But before difmiffion the fecretary 
prefcnted their prelent bareheaded ; till which time they 
were all covered ; and before admittance our men had 
charge not to (peak, but when the emperor demanded 
aught. Having fat two hours in the lecrctary's cham- 
ber, they were at length called in to dinner ; where the 
emperor was fet at table, now in a robe of fiivcr, and 
another crown on his head. This place was called the 
golden palace, but without caufe, for the Engliftimen 
had feen many fairer; round about the room, but at 
diftance, were other long tables; in the midft a cupboard 
of huge and mafTy goblets, and other veflels of gold and 
filver; among the reft four great flaggons nigh two 
yards high, wrought in the top with devices ot towers 
and dragons heads. The guefts afcended to their tables 
by three fteps ; all apparelled in linen, and that lined 
with rich furs. The mcffes came in without order, but 
all in chargers of gold, both to the emperor, and to the 
reft that dined there, which were two hundred perfons; 
on every board alfo were fet cups. of gold without num- 
ber. The fcrvitors, one hundred and forty, were like- 
wife arrayed in gold, and waited with caps on their heads. 
They that are in high favour fit on the lame bench with 
the emperor, but far off. Before meat came in, accord- 
ing to the cuftom of their kings, he fent to every gueft a 
flice of bread; whom the officer naming, faith thus, 
John Bafiliwich, emperor of Rufs, &c., doth reward thee 
with bread, at which words all men fland up. Tlien 
Were fwans in fevcral pieces ferved in, each piece in a 
feveral difli, which the great duke fends about as the 
bread, and fo likewife the drink. In dinner-time he 
twice changed his crown, bis waiters thrice their appa* 
rcl; to whom the emperor in like manner gives both 
bread and drink with his own hands; which they fay 

is 
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IS done to the intent that he may perfedly know his own 
houfehold; and indeed when dinner was done, he called 
his nobles every one before him by name ; and by thb 
time candles were brought in, for it grew dark $ ami 
the £ngii(h departed to their lodgings from dinner^ an 
hour within night. 

In the year fifteen hundred and fifty-five *, Chancelor 
made another voyage to this place with letters from 
queen Mary ; had a houfe in Mofco, and diet appointed 
him ; and was (bon admitted to the emperor's prefence 
in a large room fpread with carpets ; at his entering and 
iaiutation all flood up, the emperor only fitting, except 
when the queen's name was read, or fpoken ; for then 
he himfelf would rife : at dinner he fat bareheaded ; his 
crown and rich cap (landing on a pinnacle by. f Chan- 
celor returning for England, Oiep Napea, governor of 
Wologda, came in his fhip embaflador from the Rufle ; 
but fleering (hipwreck in rettiilego, a bay in Scotland^ 
Chancelor, who took more care to fave the embafTador 
than himfelf, was drowned, the fhip rifled, and moft of 
her lading made booty by the people thereabout. 

In the year fifteen hundied and fifty fcven J, Ofcp 
Napea returned into his country with Anthony Jenkin* 
fon, who had the command of four tall fhips. He re^ 
ports of a whirlpool between the Rod Ifiands and Lofoot 
jcalled Maleftrand ; which from half ebb to half flood is 
heard to make fo terrible a noife, as fhakes the door* 
rings of houfes in thofe ifiands ten miles off; whales 
that come within the current thereof make a pitiful cry; 
trees carried in and caft out again have the ends and 
boughs of them fo beaten, as they feem like the flalksof 
bruiled hemp. About Zeinam they faw many whales 
very monflrous, hard by their (hips ; whereof fome by 
eflimation fixty foot long; they roared hideouily, it 
being then the time of their engendering. At Waid- 
ihoutey he faith, the cattle are fed with fi(h. Com* 
ing to Mofco, he found the emperor fitting aloft in a 
chair of ftate, richly crowned, a flaffof gold in his hand 
wrought with cofUy flone. Diflant from him fat his 
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biother/4Uid a youth the emperor's ion of Cafan, whom 
the Rufle had conquered ; there dined with him diverfe 
embafladors, chriftian and heathen, diverfely apparelled : 
his brother with lome of the chief nobles taX with him 
at table : the guefts were in all fix hundred. In dinner- 
time came m fix muficians ; and (landing in the midft, 
fung three (everal times, but with little or no delight* to 
our men % there dined at the fame time in other halls 
two thoulknd Tartars, who came to ierve the duke m 
his wars. The Engli(h were let at a fmall table by them« 
lelves, dire6t before the emperor ; who fent them di- 
verfe bowls of wine and mcath, and many dilhes fix>nv 
his own hand : the mcllcs were but mean, but tho 
change of wines and levcral meaths were wonderful. 
As <xt as they dined ^Vith the emperor, he fent for them 
in tlie morning, and invited them with his own mouth. 
*On Chriftmas day being invited, they had for other 
provifion as before , but for (lore of gold and filver plate 
exceffive ; among which were twelve barrels of filver^ 
hooped with fine gold, containing twelve gallons apiece. 

In the year fifteen hundred and fixty was the firft 
Englifh traffic to the Narve in Livonia, till then con- 
cealed by Danfkers and Lubeckers. 

Fifteen hundred and fixty one. The fame Anthony 
Jenkinfon made another voyage to Mofco ; and arrived 
while the emperor was celebrating his marriage with a 
CircaiDan lady ; during which time the city gates for 
three days were kept fhut ; and all men whatfbever 
ftraitly commanded to keep within their houfes ; except 
ibme of his houfehold ; the caufe whereof is not known. 

Fifteen hundred and fixty fix. He made again th6 
fame voy^ f ; which now men ufually macie in a 
month firom London to St. Nicholas with good winds» 
being fcvcn hundred and fifty leagues. 

Fifteen hundred and fixty eight. Thomas Randolf; 
tfq. went embafTador to Mufcovy §, from queen Eliza- 
beth ; and in his pallage by fea met nothing remarkable 
lave great flore of whales, whom they might fee engen- 
dering together, and the fpermaceti fwimming on the 

water. At Colmogro lie was met by a gentleman ixota 
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the emperor, at whofc charge he was condufted Xm 
Mofco : but met there by no man ; not fo much as the 
Englifh; Ixlged in a fair houfe built for embaifadors; 
but there conHned upon fome fufpicion which the em- 
peror had conceived ; fcnt for at length after feventeen 
weeks delay, was fain to ride thither on a borrowed 
horfc, his men on foot. In a chamber before the prc- 
ience were, fitting about three hundred perfons^all in 
rich robes taken out of the emperor's wardrobe for that 
day; ti.ey fat on three ranks of benches, rather for (how 
than that tlie perfons weie of honour ; being merchants^ 
and ether mean inhabitants. The embaffadorfalutcd them^ 
but by them unfaluted paflld on with his head covered. 
At the prcfcnce door being received by two which bad 
been h.is guiiidians, and brought into the midft, he was 
there willed to ftand ftill, and fpeak his meflUge from 
the queen; at whofe name the emperor flood up, and 
demanded her health : then giving the embaflador his 
hand to kifs, fell to many qucftions. The prcfent be- 
ing dciivered, which was a great filver bowl curiouily 
graven, the emperor told him, he dined not that day 
openlv becaufe of great affairs ; but, faith he, I will lend 
thee my dinner, and augment thy allowance. And fo 
difmifling him, fnt a duke richly apparelled foon after 
to his lodging, with titty perfons, each of them carrying 
meat in filver dilhes covered i which himfelf delivered 
into the cxnbaliador's own hands, tailing firft of every 
di(h, and every fort of drink; that done fet him down 
with his company, took part, and went not thence un- 
rewarded. The emperor fent back with this embafladoi^ 
another of his own called Andrew Savin. 

Fifteen hundred and feventy one. Jenkinfon made a 
third voyage ; but was (laid long at Colmogro by reafon 
of the plague in thofe parts; at length had audiencc^ 
where the court then was, near to Pereflave ; to which 
place the emperor was returned from his Swedilh war 
with ill fucccfs: and Mofco the fame year had been 
wholly btirntby theCrim: in ittheEnglilh houfe, and 
diverlc Englifli were fmothcred in the cellars, multitudes 
of people in the city perilhed, all that were youpg led 
captive with exceeding fpoil. 

Fifteen 
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Fifteen hundred and eighty three. * Juan BafiHwich 
having the year before lent his embaflador Pheodor An- 
drewich about matters of commerce, the queen made 
choice of Sir Jerom Bowes, one of her houfehold, to go 
into RufGa ; who being attended with more than forty 
peribns, and accompanied with the Ruffe returning 
home, arrived at St. Nicholas. The Dutch by this 
time had intruded into the Mufcovy trade, which by 
privilege long before had been granted folely to the 
Englifh ; and had corrupted to their fide Shalkan the 
chancellor, with others of the great ones ; who fo 
wrought, that a creature of their own was fent to meet 
Sir Jerom at Colmogro, and to offer him occafions of 
diflike : until at Vologda he was received by another 
from the emperor ; and at Heraflave by a duke well ac- 
companied, who prefented him with a coach and ten 
geldings. Two miles from Mofco met him four gentle- 
men with two hundred horfe, who, after (hort (alutation, 
told him what they had to fay from the emperor, willing 
him to alight, which the embaffador foon refufed, 
unlefs they alfo lighted ; whereon they ftood long de- 
bating; at length agreed, great difpute foUoweil, 
whofe foot fliould firft touch the ground. Their mef- 
(agc delivered, and then embracing, they conduced the 
embaflador to a houfc at Mofco, built ic^v him purpofely. 
At his going to court,, he and his fo: lowers honourably 
mounted and apparelled, the emperor's guard were iet 
on either fide all the way about fix thoufand (hot. At 
the court gate met hini fv)ur noblemen in cloth of gold, 
and rich fur caps, embroidered with pearl and ftoiC; 
then four others of greater degree, in wliich paffage 
there ftood along the walls, and fat on benches, feven or 
eight hundred men in coloured fatins and gold. At the 
preience door met him the chief herald, and with him 
all the great officers of court, who brought him where 
the emperor fat : there were fet by him three crowns of 
Mufcovy, Cazan, and Ailracan; on each fide ftood two 
jouDg noblemen, coftly apparelled in white, each of 
them had a broad axt on his ihoulder » on the benches 
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round fat above an hundred noblemen. Having given 
the embaflador his hand to kiis^ and inquired of the 
queen's health, he willed him to go fit in the place pro« 
vided for him, nigh ten paces diftant; from thence to 
fend him the queen's letters and prefent. Which the* 
cmbafTador thinking not reafonable (lepped forward ; 
but the chancellor meeting him, would have taken hi& 
letters; to whom the embaflador faid, that the queeir 
had direfted no letters to him ; and fo went on and de- 
livered them to the emperor's own hands ; and after a 
fliort withdrawing into the council-chamber, where he 
had conference with fome of the council, he was called 
in to dinner : about the midft whereof, the emperor 
ftanding up, drank a deep caroufe to the queen^s healthy 
and (cnt to the embaitador a great bowl of Rhenilh 
wine to pledge him. But at feveral times being called 
for to treat about affairs, and not yielding aught be- 
yond his commiflion, the emperor, not wont to be gain* 
faid, one day efpecially broke into paffion, *and with a 
ilern countenance told him, he did not reckon the queen 
to be his fellow ; for there are, quoth he, her betters. 
The embaffador not holding it his part, whatever dan- 
ger might enfue, to hear any derogate from the miyefty 
of his prince, with like courage and countenance told 
him, that the queen was equal to any in chriflendom, 
who thought himfelf greatefl ; and wanted not means 
to offend h^r enemies whomfoever. Yea, quoth he, 
what fayefl thou of the French and Spanifli kings ? I 
hold her, quoth the embaffador, equal to either. Then 
what to the German emperor? Her father, quoth ihe, 
had the emperor in his pay. This nnfwer mifliked the 
duke fo far, as that he told him, were he not an embaf- 
fador, he would throw him out of doors. You may, 
faid the embaffador, do your will, for I am now faft m 
your country ; but the queen, I doubt not, will know 
how to be revenged of any injury offered to her embaf- 
^dor. Whereat the emperor in great fudden bid him 
get home ; and he with no more reverence than fuch 
uf^e required, faluted the emperor, and went his way. 
Notwithftanding this, the Mufcovite, foon as his mood 
left him, fpake to them that flood by many praifes of 
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the embaflador, wiQiing he had fucb a iervant, and pre- 
fently after fent his chief fecrctary to tell him, that what- 
ever had paffed in words, yet for his great lefpeft to the 
queen, he would fliortly after difpatch him with honour 
and full contentment, and in the mean whUe he much 
enlarged his entertainment. He al(b defired, that the 
points of our religion might be fet down, and caufed 
them* to be read to his nobility with much approbutiiin* 
And as the year before he had fought in marriage the 
lad*y Mary Haftings, which took not effed, tite lady and 
Jier friends excuiing it, he now again renewed the mo- 
tion to take to wife fome one of the queen's kinfwomen, 
either by fending an embaffage, or going himfelf with 
bis treafure into England. Now happy was that noble-^ 
man, whom Sir Jerom Bowes in public favoured ; un- 
happy they who had oppofed him : for the emperor 
bad beaten Shalkan the chancellor very grievoufly for 
that caufe, and threatened, not to leave one of his race 
alive. But the emperor dying foon after of a furfeit, 
Shalkan, to whom then almoft the whole government 
was committed, caufed the embaflador to remain clofe 
prifoner in his houie nine weeks. Being fcnt for at 
length to have his difpatch, and flightly enough con- 
ducted to the council-chamber, he was told by Shalkan, 
that this emperor would condefcend to no other agree- 
ments than were between his. father and the queen be- 
fore bis coming: and fo difarming both him and his 
company, brought them to the emperor with many 
affronts in their paflage, for which there was no help 
but patience* The emperor, faying but over what the 
chancellor had faid before, offered him a letter for the 
queen: which the embalfador, kpowing it contained 
nothing to the purpofe of his embafly, refufed, till he 
faw his danger grow too great ; nor was he fufiered to 
reply, or have his interpreter. Shalkan fent him word, 
that now the Englifh emperor was dead ; and haftened 
his departure, but with fo many difgraces put upon 
him, as made him fear fame mifchief in his journey to 
the fea ^ having only one mean gentleman fent with 
him to be his convoy ; he commanded the Englifh mer- 
chants in the queen's name to accompany him, but fuch 
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was his danger, that they durft not. So arming Lilll« 
felf and his followers in the heft wife he could, againft 
any outrage, he at length recovered the Ihore of St. 
Nicholas. Where he now refolved to fend them back 
by his conduft fomc of the affronts which he had re- 
ceived. Ready therefi)re to take ftiip, he caufes three 
ox four of his valianteft and difcrecteft men to take the 
emperor's letter, and difgraceful prefent, and to deliver 
it, or leave it at the lodging of his convoy, which tljey 
fafely did ; though followed with a great tumult of fuch 
as would have f)rccd tljcm to take it back. 

Fifteen hundred and eighty four. At the coronation 
of Pheodor the emperor. Jcrom Horley being then agent 
in Ruffia, and called for to court with one John de Wale, 
a merchant of the Netherlands and a fubjeft of Spain, 
fome of the nobles would have preferred the Fleming 
before the Eng;i(h. But to that our agent would in no 
cafe ag<ec, faying he would rather have his legs cut off by 
the knees, than bring his prefent in courfeaftera fubjeft 
of Spain. Tiie emperor and prince Boris perceiving 
the con t rover! y, gave order to admit Horicy firft : 
who was difmiU^d with large promifes, and feventy 
mefles with three carts of feveral meath fent after 
him. 

Fifteen hundred and eighty eight. Dr. Giles Fletcher 
went embaflUdor from the queen to Pheodor then em- 
peror; whole relations being judicious and exa£t are 
bcfl read entirely by themfeives. * This emperor, 
U|X)n report of the great learning of John Dee the ma- 
thematician, invited him to Mofco, with offer of two 
thoufand pounds a year, and from prince Boris one 
thoufand marks ; to have his provilion from the emperor's 
table, to be honourab y received, and accounted as one 
of the chief men in the land. Ail which Dee accepted 
not. 

One thoufand fix hundred and four. Sir Thomais 
Smith was lent embafTador from king James to^Boris 
then cfnjjeror ; and (laid fome days at a place five m.les 
from Mofco, till he was honourably received into the city i 
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aiet on horfeback by many thoufands of gentlemen 
and nobles on both fides the way ; whe.c the embafla- 
dor altg iting from his coach, and m >unted on his horfe, 
rode with his trumpets f >undmg before him ; till a 
gentleman of the emperor's liable brought him. a gen- 
net gorgeoufly trap|)ed with goid, pearl, and (lone« 
cfpecially with a great chain of p!ated gold about his 
neck, and horles riclily adorned for his followers. Then 
came three great noblemen wuh an interpreter offering 
a fpeech ; but the embaffador deennng it to be cere* 
mony, with a brief compliment found means to put it 
by. Thus alighting all, they faluted, and gave hands 
mutually. Thofe three, after a tedious ) rcamble of the 
emperor's title thrice repeated, brought a feveral compli-^ 
ment of three words apiece, as namely, i! e firft. To 
know how the king did ; the next, how the emballador; 
the third, that there was a fair houfe provided him. 
Then on they went on either hand of the tmbaffidor, 
and about fix thoufand galants behind them \ fliil m.t 
within the city by more of greater quality to the very 
gate of his lodging : where fifty gunners were his daily 
guard both at home and abroad. The p-ellives, or gen- 
tlemen aflfigned to have the care of hisentertainmeiu, wore 
earnefl to have had the embaflador^ i|>eech and mella^e 
given them in writing, that the interpreter, as rhey pre- 
tended, might the better tranflate it ; but he admonilhed 
them of their foolilh demand. On the day of his au- 
dience, other gennets weie fcnt him and his aitend..nt$ 
to ride on, and two white palfreys to draw a rich ciia* 
riot, which was parcel of the preient ; the refl whereof 
was carried by his followers through a lane of the tm« 
peror's guard; many mcffengers porting up and down 
the while, till they came through tl.e great caft.e, to 
the uttermoll couit gate. There met by a great ciuke, 
they were brought up llairs throukh a ftonc gdlery, 
where {li>od on each hand many in fair coats ot Fertian 
ftuS', velvet and damafk. Tue cmbjUadcr by two other 
councilors being led into the prelence, aft^^r his obei* 
fance done, was to ftay and hear again the long title re- 
peated ; then the particular prelents i and lb delivered 
fsmuch of his embalikgc as was then requiiite. After 
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vhich the emperor, an ling fix)m his throne, demanded^ 
erf the king's health ; lb diii the young prince. The 
embaflador then delivered his letters into the emperor's 
own handy though the chancellor offered to have taken 
them. He bore the majefty of a mighty emperor ; his 
crown and fceptre of pure gold, a collar of pearls about 
his neck, his garment of crimfon velvet embroidered with 
precious ftone and gold. On his right fide ftood a fair 
globe of beaten gold on a pyramis with a crofs uppn it ; 
to which, before he fpake, turning a little be crofled 
hhnfeif. Not much lefs in fplendour on another throne 
ikte the prince. By the emperor ftood two noblemen in 
cloth of filver, high caps of black fur, and chains of gold 
hanging to their feet ; on their (boulders two poleaxes 
of gold; and two of filver by the prince; the ground 
was all covered with arras or tapeftry. Dtfmifled, and 
brought in again to dinner, they faw the emperor and 
his ion feated in ftate, ready to dine ; each with a flcull 
of pearl on their bare heads, their veftments changed. 
In the midft of this hall feemed to ftand a. pillar heaped 
round to a great height with mafly plate curiouily 
wrought with beafts, fifties, and fowl. The emperor's 
table was ferved with two hundred noblemen in coats 
of gold; the prince's table with young dukes of Ca&n, 
Aftracan, Siberia, Tartaria, and Circaffia. The emperor 
fent from his table to the embaflador thirty difties of 
meat, to each a loaf of extraordinary fine br^. Then 
followed a number more of ftrange and rare diOies piled 
up by half dozens, with boiled, roafty and baked, moft 
part of them befauced with garlic and onions. In midft 
of dinner calling the embafTador up to him he drank the 
king's health, who receiving it from his hand, returned 
to his place, and in the fame cup, being of fetir chryftal^ 
pledged it with all his company. After dinner they 
were called up to drink of excellent and ftrong meath 
from the emperor's hand ; of which when many did but 
. fip, he uiged it not ; fay ing he was beft pleafed with what 
was moft for their health. Yet after that, the fame day 
he fent a great and glorious duke, one of them that 
held the golden poleaxe, with his retinue, and fundry 
forts of mcatb^ to drink merrily with the eaibaffador» 

which 



A brief Hiftory of Mofcovia. 313 

^ehich fbme of the Englifh did, until the duke and his 
followers, lightheaded, but well rewarded with thirty 
yards ot cloth of gold, and fwo (landing cups, departed. 
At fecond audience the embaflador had like reception as 
before : and being dilmifled, had dinner lent after him 
with three hundred feveral diflies of fifli^ it being Lent, 
of fuck ftraugetiefs^ greatnefs, and goodnefs, as icarce 
would be credible to report. ITie embafTador departt 
ing was brought a mile out of the city with like honour 
as he was firft met ; where lighting from the emperor's 
fled, he took him to brs coecii, made faft upon a fled; 
the reft to their lleds, an eaiy and pleafant pafTage. 
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DECLARATION, 

OR, 

LETTERS PATENTS 

For the ElcAioh of this prefeot 

King of Poland JOHN the Third, 

EkSed m the izd of May lafipaft^ Anno Dom. 1674. 

CONTAINING 

The Rcafons of this Eledtion, the great Virtues and 
Merits of the faid Serene Eleft, his eminent ffervices in 
war, efpecially in his laft great viftory againft ihc 
Turks and Tartars, whereof many pariicuUrs arc^hcrc 
related, not.publiOied before. 

Now faithfully tranflated from the Latin Copy. 

In the name of the moll Holy and Individual Trinity, the 

Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. 

WE Andrew Trezebicki, bifliop of Cracovia, duke of 
Severia, John Gembicki of Uladiilau and Pome- 
rania, &c. ; biftiops to the number of ten. 

Stanillaus Warfzycki, Caftcllan of Cracovia; Alex- 
ander Michael Lubomirfki of Cracovia, &c. ; palatines 
to the number of twenty three. 

Chriftopherus Grzymaltoufki of Pofnania, Alexander 
Gratus de Tarnow of Sandimer ; Caftellans to the num- 
ber of twenty four. 

Hiraleus Polubinlki, high marlhal of the great duke- 
dom of Lithuania, Chriftopherus Pac, high chahceHor of 
the great dukedom of Lithuania, lenators and great 
officers, to the aumbcr of feventy fiv^. 
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WE declare by thefe our prcfcnt letters unto all and 
(ingle pcrfons whom it may concern: our common- 
wealth, being again left widowed by the unfeafonabic 
death of that famous Michael late king of Poland, who, 
having fcarcc reigned full five years, on the tenth day of 
November, of the year laft pall, at Leopolis, changed his 
fading crown for one im ■ ortril ; in the fenfc of lb 
mourntul a funeral and tre(h calamity, yet with un- 
daunted courage, mimlful of herfelf in the midft of dan- 
gers, forebore not to feek remedies, that the world may 
und^rdand (he grows in the midft of her loffes ; it 
pleafed her to begin her counfcls of prel'erving her coun- 
try, and delivering it from the utmoft chances of an in- 
tcireign, from the divine deity, (as it were by the only 
motit^n of wh.ofe finger, it is cafy that kingdoms be trans- 
ferred from nation to nation, and kings from the lowed 
ftate to thrones;) and theref)re the bufinefs was begun 
according to our country laws, and anceftors inftitutions. 
After the convocation of all the ftates of the kinj^dom 
ended, in the month of February, at Warfaw, by the 
common confent of all thofe ftates, on the day decreed 
for the eledlion the twentieth of April : at the report of 
this famous ad, as though a trumpet had been founded,' 
and a trophy of virtue erefted, the wi(hes and defires of 
foreign princes came forth of their own accord into the 
field of the Polonian liberty, in a famous ftrife of merits 
and goodwill towards the commonwealth, every one 
bringing their ornaments, advantages, and gifts to the 
commonwealth : but the commonwealth becoming more 
diligent by the prodigal ambition ufed in the laft inter- 
reign, and faftions, and difagreeings of minds, nor care- 
lefs of the future, conlidered with herfelf whether firm 
or doubtful things were promifed, and whether Ihc 
(hould fccm from the prelent ftate to transfer both the 
old and new honours of Poland into the poffcffion of 
ftrangers, or the military glory, and their late unheard 
of viftory over the Turks, and blood fpilt in the war, 
upon the purple of fome unwarlike prince; as ii any 
one could fo foon put on the love of the country, and 
that Poland was not fo much an enemy to her own na- 
tion and £une, as to favour ftrangers more than her 
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own; and valour being found in her, (hould fufier a 
gueft of new power to wax proud in her : therefore (he 
^thenceforth turned her thoughts upon fome one in her 
own nation, and at length abolilhed (as (he began in the 
former eledion) that reproach caft upon her, under pre- 
tence of a fecret maxim, ^' That none can be eleAed king 
of Poland, but fuch as are bom out of Poland;" nei- 
ther did (he feek long among her citis^ns whom (he 
fhould prefer above the reft (for this was no uncertain 
or fufpended eledion, there was no place for delay ;) for 
although in the equality of our nobles many might be 
elected, yet the virtue of a hero appeared above his 
equals : therefore the eyes and minds of all men were 
willingly, and by a certain divine inflind, turned upon 
the high mar(hal of the kingdom, captain of thearmy» 
John Sobietiki. The admirable virtue of the man, the 
high power of marfhal in the court, with his fupreme 
command in arms, fenatorial honour, with his civil mo« 
defly, the extraordinary fplendour of his birth and for- 
tune, with open courtefy, piety towards God, love to 
bis fellow-citizens in words and deeds ; conftancy, faith- 
fiilnefs and clemency towards his very enemies, and 
what noble things Ibever can be (aid of a hero, did lay 
fuch golden chains on the minds and tongues of all, that 
the lenate and people of Poland and of the great 
dukedom of Lithuania, with fuffrages and agreeing 
voices named and chofe him their King ; not with hi& 
feeking, or precipitate counfel, but with mature deli- 
berations continued and extended till the third day. 

Certainly it conduced much for the honour of the 
mofl ferene eleA, the confirmation of a free eIe<5tion» 
and the eternal praife of the people eledting, that the 
great bufinefs of an age was not tranlafted in one day,, 
or in the (hudow of the night, or by one cafual heat : 
for it was not right that a hero of the age fhoyld in a 
moment of 4ime (and as it "were by the caft of a die) 
he made a king, whenas antiquity by an ancient pr(>- 
verb has delivered, *^ that Hercules was not begot in 
one night ;" and it hath taught, that ekAion Ihould 
(hine openly under a clear iky» in the open light. 

The mpft (ei^ene ekd. 109k. it mod^y^. thtt his no* 
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mination (hould be deferred till the third day, plainly 
Ihowing to endeavour, left his fudden facility of aflent 
being fufpcfted, might dctraft from their judgment, 
and the world might be enforced to believe by a more 
certain argument, that he that was fo chofen was elefted 
without his own ambition, or the envy of corrupted 
liberty ; or was it by the appointed counfel of God, 
that this debate continued three whole days, from Sa- 
turday till Monday, as if the Cotimian vidtory (begun 
on the Saturday, and at length on the third day after 
accompliflied, after the taking of the Cotimian caftlc) 
bad been a lucky prefiige of his royal reward ; or, as 
if with an aufpicious omen, the third day of ele&ion 
had alluded to the regal name of JOHN the Third. 

The famous glory of war paved his way to the crowHj 
and confirmed the favour of fuffrages to his moft ferene 
dcd. He the firft of all the Polonians (howed that the 
Scythian fwiftnefs (troublefome heretofore to all the 
monarchies in the world) might be repreficd by a 
ilanding fight, and the terrible main battalion of the 
Turk might be broken and routed at one ftroke. That 
we may pafs by in filence the ancient rudiments of war- 
fere, which he ftoutly and glorioufly managed under 
die conduft and authority of another, againft the 
Swedes, Mofcovites, Boruffians, Tranfyh-anians, and Cof- 
iacks : though about (ixty cities taken by him from 
the CofTacks be lefs noifed in the mouth of fame ; yet 
thcfc often and profperous battles were a prelude to 
greateft viftories in the memory of man. Myriads of 
Tartars had overrun within this fix years with their 
plundering troops the coaft of Podolia, when a fmall 
force and fome ftiattered legions were not fufficient 
againft the holtile afTault, yet our general knowing not 
how to yield, (hut himfelf up (by a new ftratagem of 
war) in Podhajecy, a ftrait caftle, and fortified in hafte, 
whereby he might exclude the cruel deftruftion, which 
was haftening into the bowels of the kingdom ; by 
which means the Barbarian, deluded and routed, took 
conditions of peace ; as if he had made his inroad for 
this only purpofe, that he might bring to the moft fe* 
lene eleft matter of glory, viftory. 

For 
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For thefe four laft years the famous viftorics of Sobi- 
ctlki have fignalized every year of his warlike command 
on the Coffacks and Tartarians both joined together; 
the mod ftrong province ot Braclavia, as tar as it lies 
between Hypanis and Tyral, witli their cities and war- 
like people, were won fion\ the C-oflack enemy. . 

And thole things are beyond belief, which two years 
ago the moft ferene elecl, after the taking of Canienick 
(being undaunted by the fiege of Laopolis) performed 
to a miracle by the hardneLs and fortitude of the Poio- 
nian army, fcarce confiding of three thoufand men, in 
the continual courfe of five days and nights, iiiftaining 
life without any food, except wild herbs ; letting upon 
the Tartarians, he made famous the names of Naru- 
lum, Niemicrovia, Konarnum, Kaluffia, obfcure towns 
before, by a great overthrow of the Barbarians^ He 
flew three fultans of the Crim Tartars, defcended of 
the royal Gietian family, and fo trampled on that great 
force of the Scychians, that in thele later years they 
could not regain their coun:ge, nor recoUeft their forces. 
But the felicity of this laft autumn exceeded all his vic- 
tories ; whenas the fortifications at Chocimum, famous 
of old, were pofTefled and fortified by above forty thou« 
fand Turks, in which three and forty years ago the Po- 
lonians had fuftained and repreffed the forces of the 
Ottoman family, drawn together out of Alia, Africa, 
and Europe, fell to the ground within a few hours, by 
the only (under God) imperatorious valour and pru- 
dence of Sobietlki ; for he counted it his chief part to 
go about the watches, order the ftations, and perfonally 
to infpedl the preparations of warlike ordnance, to en- 
courage the Ibldiers with voice, hands, and countenance, 
wearied with hunger, badnefs of weather, and three days 
ftanding in arms ; and he (which is moft to be ad- 
mired) on foot at the head of the foot forces, made 
through, and forced his way to the battery, hazarding 
his life devoted to God and his country; and there- 
upon made a cruel flaughter within the camp and for- 
tifications of the enemy ; while the defperation of the 
Turks whetted their valour, and he performed the part 
of a moft provident and valiant captain ; at which time 

three 
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three bafhaws were fljin, the tourth fcarce palled with 
difficulty the fwift river of Tyns j eight thoufind jani- 
zaries, twenty thoufand chofcn Ipachies, befidcs the 
more common loldicrs, were cut off; the whole camp 
Willi all their ammunition and great ordnance, bcHdcs 
the AlTyrian and Phrygian wealth of luxurious Afia, 
were taken and pillaged ; the famous cadlc of Cotimia> 
and the bridge otcr Tyras, ftrong forireffes, equal to 
cadles on each fide the river, were additions to the vic- 
tory. Why therefore Oiould not fuch renowned heroic 
valour be crowned with the legal reward of a diadem ? 
All chriftend':)m have gone before us in example, which, 
being arrived to the recoveiy of Jerufalem under the 
conduct of Goi.lfrey of Bulluin, on their own accord 
gave him that kingdom, tor that he firR fcaled the walls 
of that city. Our mod ferenc eleCt is not inferiour, for 
be firft afcended two main fortreflesof the enemy. 

The moment of time adorns this viiflory unheard of , 
in many ages, the mod fercne king Michael dving the 
day before, as it were lignifying thereby that he gave 
way to fo great valour, as if it were by his command 
and favour, that this conqueror might lb much the 
more gloriou/ly fucceed from the helmet to the crown, 
from the commander's ftaff to the fceptre, from his lying 
in the field to the regal throne. 

The commonwealth recalled the grateful and ne\-cr to 
be forgotten memory (»f his renowned father, the moft 
illuftrious and excellent James Sobietfki, cafti;llan of Cra- 
covia, a man to be written of with fedulotis care ; who 
by his golden eloquence in the public councils, and by 
his hand in the I'cene of war, had fo otten amptiQed the 
flalc of the commonwealth, and defended it with tho 
arras of his family. Neither can we believe it happened 
without divine providence, that in the fame place where- 
in forty years ago his renowned father, cnibaflador of 
the Polonian commonwealth, had made peace and co- 
venants with Cimanus the Turkilh glrncnil, his great 
fon Ihould revenge with his fword the peace broke. 
Heaven itfclf upbraiding the perfidious enemy. The 
reft of his grandfires and great grandiires, and jnnu- 
uncs of famous lenators and great officers* 
hav« 



_ ■ I 

320 • "DeclaratisH for the E/eSlm 

have as it were brought forth light to the (ereoe eleft* 
by the emulous great nefe and gli^ry of his mother's dc- 
fcent, efpecially Staniflaus Zeikievius, high chancellor 
of the kingdom, and general of the army, at whofe 
grave in the neighbouring fields, in wiiich by tha 
Turkifli rage in the year fixtecn hundred and twenty 
he died, his viftorious ncpl^vv took full revenge by Co 
remarkable an overthrow of the enefhy : the immortal* 
valouf and fatal fall of his mod noble uncle Staniflaus 
Panilovitius in the year (ixteen hundred and thirty five, 
palatine of Ruflia, doubled the glory of his anceftorsf 
whom defirous of honour, and not enduring the flug- 
gifh peace wherein Poland then ilept fecure, valour and 
youthful heat accited at his own expenfe and private 
forces into the Tauric fields ; that by his footing, and 
tire ancient warlike Polonian difcipline, he might lead 
and point tlie way to thefe merits of Sobietflci^ and 
being flain by Cantimiz the Tartarian Cham, in revenge 
of bis (on by him flain, he might by his noble blood 
give luftre to this regal purple. Neither hath the people 
of Poland forgot the moft illuflrious Marcus Sobietflci^ 
elder brother of our mofl fcrene eled, who, when the 
Polonian army at Batto was routed by- the Barbarians, 
although occafion was offered him of efcape, yet chofe 
rather to die in the overthrow of fuch valiant men, a 
facrifice for his country, than to buy his life with a dif- 
honourable retreat ; perhaps the divine judgment fo 
difpofing, whofe order is, that perfons pafs away and 
fall, and caufes and events happen again the fame ; that . 
by the repeated fete of the Huniades, the elder brother, 
of great hopes, removed by a lamented flaughter, might 
leave to his younger brother furviving the readier pat 
fage to the throne. That therefore which we pray may 
be happy, aufpicious, and fortunate to our othodox 
commonwealth, and to all chriflendom, with free and 
unanimous votes, none oppoflng, all conienting and 
applauding, by the ri^ht of our free election, notwitb- 
ftanding the abfence of thofe which have been called and 
not appeared ; We being led by no private ref|)ed, but 
having only before our eyes the glory of God, the in- 
creafe of the ancient catholic church, the iafety of the 
5 ^ common wealthy 
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commonwealth, and the dignity of the Polifh natioa 
and name, have thought fit to cleft, create, and name, 
JOHN in Zolkiew and Zloczcw Sobietfki, fupreme mar- 
flial general of the kingdom, general of the armies, 
governor of Neva, Bara, Strya, Loporovient, and Ka- 
luflien, nioft eminently adorned with fo high endow- 
ments, merits and fplcndour, to be Kino of Poland, 
grand duke of Lithuania, llufli.i, Pruffia, Mazovia, Sa- 
mogitia, Kyovia, Volhinia, Padlachia, Podolia, Livonia, 
Smolenfko, Severia, and Czernicchovia, as we have 
elefted, created, declared, and named him : I the tfore- 
faid bilhop of Cracovia (the archicpifcopal fee being 
vacant) exercifing the office and authority of primate, 
and by confcnt of all the dates, thrice demanded, op- 
pofed by none, by all aqd every one approved, conclude 
the election; promifing fiithfully, that we will always 
perform to the fame mod ferene and potent eleft prince, 
lord John the Third, our king, the fame faith, lubjec- 
tion, obedience, and loyalty, according to our rights 
and liberties, as we have performed to his blefled an-» 
ceftor, as alfo that we will crown the fame moft ferene 
cleft in the next aflembly at Cracovia, to that end or- 
dained, as our true king and lord, with the regal dia- 
dem, with which the kings of Poland were wont to be 
crowned; and after the manner which the Roman ca-' 
tholic church beforetime hath obferved in anointing and 
inaugurating kings, we will anoint and inaugurate him : 
yet lo as he (hall hold fall and obferve firft of all the 
rights, immunities both ecclefiaflical and fecular, granted 
and given unto us by his anceftor of blefled memory ; 
as alfo thefe laws, which we ourfclves in the time of this 
prefcnt and former intcrreign, according to the right of 
our liberty, and better prefervation ot the common- 
wealth, have eftabliJhed. And if moreover the moft 
fcrcnc eleft will bind himfelfby an oath, to perform the 
conditions concluded with thofe perfons lent by his 
majefty before the exhibition of this prefent decree of 
cleftion, and will provide in beft manner for the per- 
formance of them by his authentic lettters ; which de- 
cree of eleftion we, by divine aid defirous to put in 
execution, do fend by common confcnt, to deliver it 
into the band of the moft ferene eleft, the moft illuf- 
Vol,, IV. Y trious 
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trious and reverend lord bilhop of Cracovia, together 
with fome fenators and chief officers, and the illuftrious 
and magnificent Bcnediftus Sapieha, treafurer of the 
court of the great dukedom of Lithuania, marftial of 
the equeftrian order;, committing to them the fame 
decree of intimating an oath, upon the aforefaid pre- 
mifes, and receiving his fubfcription ; and at length to 
give and deliver the fame decree into the hands of the 
laid eled:, and to adt and perform all other things which 
this affair requires ; in afTurance whereof the feals of 
the lords fenators, and thofe of the equeflrian order de- 
puted to fign, are here affixed. 

Given by the hands of the mofl illuflrious and re- 
verend father in Chrifl, the lord Andrew Olfzonfki, 
bifhop of Culma and Pomifania, high chancellor of the 
kingdom, in the general ordinary allembly of the king- 
dom, and great dukedom of Lithuania, for the elec- 
tion of the new king. Warfaw, the twenty-fecond day 
of May, in the year of our Lord fixteen hundred and 
feventy-four. 

In the prefence of Francifcus Prafkmoufki, provofl of 
Guefna, abbot of Sieciethovia, chief fecrctary of 
the kingdom j Joannes Malachowfki, abbot of Mo- 
gila, referendary of the kingdom, &c.; with other 
great officers of the kingdom and clergy, to the 
number of fourfcore and two. And the refl, very 
many great officers, captains, fecretaries, courtiers, 
and inhabitants of the kingdom, and great duke- 
dom of Lithuania, gathered together at Warfaw to 
the preient aficmbly of the eledtion of the kingdom 
and great dukedom of Lithuania. 
Affiflants at the folemn oath taken of his facred ma- 
jefly on the fifth day of the month of June, in the 
palace at Warfaw, after the letters patents delivered 
upon the covenants, and agreements, or capitula- 
tions, the mofl reverend and excellent lord Fran- 
cifcoBonvifi, archbifhop of ThefTalonica. apoftolic 
nuncio; count Chriflophcrus a ScafFgotfch, Ca?ca- 
reus Tuflfanus de Forbin, de Jafbn, bifhop of Mar- 
feilles in France, Joannes free-baron Hoverbec, from 
the marquis of Brandenburg, embafladorsj and other 
envoys and miniilers of ftate. 
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Sovereign Princes and Republics of Europe, 

During the Adminiftration of the Commonwealth^ and the 
Protedors Oliver add Richard Cromwell. 

LETTERS written in the Name of the Pakliaiient. 

The Senate and People of England, to the mod noble 
Senate of the City of Hamborough. 

FOR how long a feries of pad years, and for what 
important reafons, the friendfhip entered into by 
our anceftors with your mod noble city has continued 
to this day, we both willingly acknowledge, together 
with yourfelves; nor is it a thing difpleafing to us, fre- 
quently alfo to call to our remembrance. But as to 
what we underftand by your letters dated the twenty- 
fifth of June, that fome of our people deal not with 
that fidelity and probity^ as they were wont to do in 
their trading and commerce among ye; we prefcntly 
referred it to the confideration of certain perlons well 
ikilled in thofe matters, to the end they might make a 
moreftrift inquiry into the frauds of the clothiers, and 
other artificers of the woollen manufafture. And we 
farther promife, to take fuch effeftual care, as to make 
you fenfible of our unalterable "intentions, to prefervc 
fincerity and juftice among ourfelves, as alfo never to 
neglect any good offices of our kindnefs, that may re- 
dound to the welfare of your commonwealth. On the 
other hand, there is fomething likewife which we not 
only required, but which equity itfelf, and all the laws 
of God and man demand of yourfelves; that you will 
not only conferve inviolable to the merchants of our 
nation their privileges, but by your authority and power 
defend and proteft their lives and eflates, as it becomes . 
your city to do. Which as we mod earnedly defired in 

T 2 our 
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our former letters ; fo upon the repeated complaints c( 
our merchants, that are daily made before us, we now 
more earneftly folicit andrequeftit: they complaining, 
that their fafety, and all that they have in the world, is 
again in great jeopardy among ye. For although they 
acknowledge themfelves to have reaped fome benefit for 
a (hort time of our former letters fent you, and to have 
bad fome refpite from the injuries of a fort of profligate 
people ; yet Qnce the coming of the fame Coc— m to 
your city (of whom we complained before) who pre- 
tends to be honoured with a fort of embafly from , 

the fon of the lately deceafed king, th^y have been 
aflaulted with all manner of ill language, threats, and 
naked (words of ruffians and homicides, and have 
wanted your accuftomed proteftion and defence ; info- 
much, that when two or three of the merchants, to- 
gether with the prefident of the fociety, were hurried 
away by furprife aboard a certain privateer, and that the 
reft implored your aid, yet they could not obtain any 
afliftance from you, till the merchants themfelves were 
forced to embody their own ftrength, and refcue from 
the hands of pirates the perfons feized on in that rivet, 
of which your city is the miftrefs, not without extreme 
hazard of their lives. Nay, when they had fortunately 
brought them home again, and as it were by force of 
arms recovered them from an ignominious captivity^ 
and carried the pirates themfelves into cuftody ; we arc 
informed, that Coc— m was fo audacious, as to demand 
the releale of the pirates, and that the merchants might 
be delivered prifoners into his hands. We therefore 
again, and again, befoech and adjure you, if it be your 
intention, that contracts and leagues, and the very an- 
cient commerce between both nations fliould be pre- 
fcrved (ihe thing which you defire) that our people 
may be able to aflTure themfelves of fome certain and firm 
fupport and reliance upon your word,, your prudence 
^nd authority ; that you would lend them a favourable 
audience concerning thefe matters, and that you would 
irifi\c\ dcfcrved puniQunent as well upon Coc— m, and the 
irjft of his accomplices in that wicked aft, as upon .thofc 
who lately aflaulted the preacher^ hitherto uqpuniflied, 
, 3' ot 
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or command them to depart your territories ; nor that 
you would believe, that expelled and exiled Tarquins 
are to be preferred before the friendftiip, and the wealth, 
and power of our republic. For if you do not carefully 
provide to the contrary, but that the enemies of our 
republic (hall prefume to think lawful the committing 
of any violences againft us in your city, how unfafe, 
how ignominious the refidence of our people there will 
be, do you confider with yourfelves ! Thcfe things wc 
recommend to your prudence and equity, yourfelves tq 
the proteftion of Heaven. 

Weftminfter, Aug. 10, 1649. 

To the Senate of Hamborough. 

YOUR confpicuous favour in the doubtful condition 
of our affairs is now the reafon, that after vidtory and 
profperous fuccefs, we can no longer queftion your good- 
will and friendly inclination towards us. As for our 
parts, the war being almoft now determined, and our 
enemies every where vanquiflicd, wc have deemed no- 
thing more juft, or more conducing to the firm efta- 
bliOiment of the republic, than that they who by our 
means (the Almighty being always our captain and 
conductor) have either recovered their liberty, or ob- 
tained their lives and fortunes, after the pernicious 
ravages of a civil war, of our free gift and grace, (hould 
tedify and pay in exchange to their magiftratcs alle- 
giance and duty in a folemn manner, if need required ; 
inorc efpecially when fo many turbulent and exafpcratcd 
perfons, more than once received into protection, will 
make no end, either at home or abroad, of afting per- 
fidiouily, and raifing new diilurbances. To that pur- 
pofc we took care, to enjoin a certain form of an oath, 
by which all who held any office in the commonwealth, 
or, being fortified with the protedion of the law, en- 
joyed both fafety, eafc, and ail other conveniencies of 
life, (hould bind themfclves to obedience in words pre- 
fcribed. This we alio thought proper to be fent to all 
colonies abroad, or wherever elfc our people refided for 
the convenience of trade \ to the end that the fidelity 
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of thofc, over whom we are fet, might be proved and 
known to us, as it is but reafonable and neceffary. 
Which makes us wonder fo much the more at what our 
merchants write from your city, that they are not per- 
mitted to execute our commands by fome or other of 
your order and degree. Certainly what the moft po- 
tent United Provinces of the Low Countries, moft 
jealous of their power and their interefts, never thought 
any way belonging to their infpedtion, namely whether 
the Englifli foreigners fwore fidelity and allegiance to 
their magiftrates at home, either in thcfe or thole words, 
how that iTiould come to be fo fufpedted and trouble- 
fome to your city, we muft plainly acknowledge, that 
we do not underftand. But this proceeding from the 
private inclinations or fears of fome, whom certain va- 
gabond Scots, expelled their country, are faid to have 
enforced by menaces, on purpofe to deter our merchants 
from fwearlng fidelity to us, we impute not to your 
city. Moft earneftly therefore we intreat and conjure 
ye (for it is not now the intereft of trade, but the ho- 
nour of the republic itfelf that lies at flake) not to fuf- 
fer any one among ye, who can have no reafon to con- 
cern himfelf in this affair, to interpofe his authority, 
whatever it be, with that fupremacy which we chd- 
lenge over our own fubjefts, not by the judgment and 
opinion of foreigners, but by the laws of our country ; 
for who would not take it amifs, if we (hould forbid 
ydur Hamburghers, refiding here, to fwear fidelity tq 
you, that are their magiftrates at home } Farewel, 

Jan, 4, 1649. 

To the. moft Serene and Potent Prince, Philip the 
Fourth, King of Spain: the Parliament of the Copi- 
monwealth of Enqlamd, Greeting. 

WE fend to your majefty Anthony Afcham, a perfon 
of integrity, learned, and defcended of an ancient fa- 
mily, to treat of matters very advantageous, as wc 
hope, as well to the Spanifti, as to the Englifli nation. 
Wherefore in friendly manner we defire, that you would 
J)c pleafed to grant, and order him a fafc and honour- 
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able pafTage to your royal city, and the fame in his re- 
turn from thence, readily prepared to repay the kind* 
nefs when occafion offers. Or if your majefty be other- 
wife inclined, that it may be fignificd to him with the 
fooneft, what your pleafure is in this particular, and 
that he may be at liberty to depart without moleftation. 

Feb. 4, 1649. 

To the moft Serene and Potent Prince, Philip the 
Fourth, King of Spain: the Parliament of the Com- 
monwealth of England, Greeting. 

WHAT is the condition of our affairs, and by what 
heinous injuries provoked and broken, at length we be- 
gan to think of recovering our liberty by force of arms; 
what conftituted form of government we now make 
ufe of, can neither be concealed from your majefly, nor 
any other perfon, who has but caft an impartial eye 
upon our writings publifhed on thefe occafions. Neither 
ought we to think it a difficult thing, among fit and 
proper judges of things, to render our fidelity, our 
equity, and patience, manifefl to all men, and juftly 
meriting their approbation ; as alfo to defend our 
authority, honour, and grandeur, ^ainft the infamous 
tongues of exiles and fugitives. Now then, as to what 
is more the concern of foreign nations, after having fub- 
ducd and vanquilhcd the enemies of our country, 
through the miraculous afliftance of Heaven, we openly 
and cordially protefs ourfclves readily prepared to have 
peace and friendfhip, more defirable than all enlarge- 
ment of empire, with our neighbour nations. For 
thefe reafons we have fcnt into Spain, to your majefty, 
Anthony Afcham, of approved dexterity and probity, 
to treat with your majefly concerning friendfhip, and 
the accuftomed commerce between both nations ; or 
clfc, if it be your pleafure, to open a way for the rati- 
fying of new articles and alliances. Our requeft there- 
fore is, that you will grant him free liberty of accefs to 
your majefty, and give fuch order, that care may be 
taken of his fafety and honour, while he refides a pubr 
be minifter with your majefly j to the end he may freely 

Y ^ propofc 
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propofc what he has in charge from us, for the benefit, 
as we hope, of both nations ; and certify to us with 
the fooneft, what are your majefty's fentiments concern- 
ing thefe matters. 

Weftminfter, Feb. 4, 1649. 



To the moft Serene Prince, John the Fourth, King of 
PoRTUGAi,: the Parliament of the Commonwealth of 
England, Greeting. 

AFTER we had fuffercd many, and thofe the utmoft; 
mifchiefs of a faithlefs peace, and inteftine war, our 
being reduced to thofe exigencies, that if we had any 
regard to the fafety of the republic, there was a neccflity 
of altering for the chicftfl. part the form of government i 
is a thing which we make no queftion is well known to 
your majefly, by what we have both publicly written 
^nd declared in juftification of our proceedings. To 
which, as it is but reafon, if credit might be rather given 
than to the moft malicious calumnies of loofe and wicked 
men; perhaps we (hould find thofe perlons more amica- 
bly inclined, who now abroad have the worft fentiments 
of our aftions. For as to what we juftity ourfelves to 
have juftly and ftrenuoufly performed after the example 
of our anceftors, in purfuance of our rights, and for re^ 
covcry of the native Uberty of Englilhmen, certainly it is 
not the work of human force or wit to eradicate the per- 
verfc and obftinate opinions of people wickedly inclined 
concerning what we have done. But after all, in refe- 
rence to what is common to us with all foreign nations, 
and more for the general intereft on both fides, we are 
willing to let the world know, that there is nothing 
which we more ardently defire, than that the friendfhip 
and commerce, which our people have been accuftomed 
to maintain with all our neighbours, Ihould be enlarged 
and fettled in the moft ample and folemn manner. And 
whereas our people have always driven a very great 
trade, and gainful to both nations, in your kingdom 5 
we (hall take care, as much as in us lies, that they may not 
meet with any impediment to interrupt their dealings* 
However, we foxefee th^t «m our induftry will be in vain. 
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if, as it is reported, the pirates and revoltcrs of our nation 
Ihall be fuffercd to have refuge in your ports, and after 
they have taken and plundered the laden veflels of the 
Englilh, fhall be permitted to fell their goods by public 
outcries at Lifbon. To the end therefore that a more 
fpeedy remedy may be applied to this growing mifchief, 
and that we may be more clearly fatisfied concerning the 
peace which we defire, we have fent to your Majcfty the 
moft noble Charles Vane, under the charafter ot our 
agent, with inftrudlions and a commiffion, a plenary tef- 
timonial of the truft we have repofed, and the employ- 
ment we have conferred upon him. Him therefore wc 
moft earneftly defire your majefty gracioufly to hear, to 
give him credit, and to take fuch order, that he may be 
Safe in his perfon and his honour^ within the bounds 
of your dominions. Thefc things, as they will be moft 
acceptable to us, fo wc promife, whenever occafion ofiers, 
that the fame offices of kindnefs to your majefty (hall be 
mutually obferved on all our parts. 

Weftminfter, Feb. 4, 1 649. 

To the moft Serene Prince, John the Fourth, King of 
Portugal : the Parliament of the Commonwealth of 
England, Greeting. 

ALMOST daily and moft grievous complaints are 
brought before us, that certain of our feamen and offi* 
cers, who revolted from us the laft year, and treacheroufly 
and wickedly carried away the ftiips with the command 
of which they were entrufted, and who, having made 
their clcape from the port of Ireland, where, being 
blocked up for almoft a whole fummer together, they 
very narrowly avoided the punilbment due to their 
crimes, have now betaken themielves to the coaft of. 
Portugal, and the mouth of the river Tagus ; that there 
they pradlife furious piracy, taking and plundering all 
the Englilh veflels they meet with failing to and fix> upon • 
the account of trade ; and that all the adjoining feas are 
become almoft impaflable, by rcafon of their notorious 
and infamous robberies. To which increafing mifchief 
unlels a fpeedy remedy be applied, who does not fee, 

but 
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but that there will be a final end of that vaft trade fo 
gainful to both nations, which our people were wont to 
drive with the Portuguefe ? Wherefore we again and 
again requeft your majefly, that you would command 
thofe pirates and revolters to depart the territories of 
Portugal : and that, if any pretended embafladors pre- 
fent themfelves fi-om **♦****, that you will not vouch- 
iafe to give them audience ; but that you will rather ac- 
knowledge us, upon whom the fupreme power of Eng- 
land, by the confpicuous favour and afliftance of the 
Almighty, is devolved ; and that the ports and rivers of 
Portugal may not be barred and defended againft your 
friends and confederates fleet, no lefs ferviceable to your 
emolument than the trade of the Englifh. 

To the moft Serene Prince Leopold, Archduke of 
Austria, Governor of the Spanish Low Countries, 
under King Philip. 

SO foon as word was brought us, not without a moft 
grievous complaint, that Jane Puckering, an heirefs of 
an illuftrious and opulent family, while yet by reafon of 
her age (he was under guardians, not far from the 
houfe wherein (he then lived at Greenwich, was violently 
forced firom the hands and embraces of her attendants ; 
and of a fudden in a ve(rel to that purpofe ready pre- 
pared, carried off into Flanders by the treachery of one 
Wal(h, who has endeavoured all the ways imaginable, 
in contempt of law both human and divine, to conftrain 
a wealthy virgin to marriage, even by terrifying her with 
menaces of prefent death : We deeming it proper to 
apply fome fpeedy remedy to fo enormous and unheard 
of piece of villany, gave orders to (bme perfons to 
treat with the governors of Newport and Oftend (for 
the unfortunate captive was (aid to be landed in one of 
thofe two i)laces) about refquing the freeborn lady out 
of the hands of the ravifher. Who, both out of their 
(ingular humanity and love of virtue, lent their aflifting 
aid to the young virgin in fervitude, and by downright 
robbery rifled from her habitation ; fo that to avoid the 
violence of her imperious mafters^ (he was as it were de^ 

po(ited 
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poiited in a nunnery, and committed to the chaise of 
the governefs of the focicty. Wherefore the fame Walfh, 
to get her again into his clutches, has commenced a fuit 
aeainft her in the ecclefiaftical court of the bilhop of 
ipre, pretending a matrimonial contradt between him 
and her. Now m regard that both the ravifhcr and the 
ravifhed perfon are natives of our country, as by the 
witnefles upon their oaths abundantly appears ; as alio 
for that the fplendid inheritance, after which moft cer- 
tainly the criminal chiefly gapes, lies within our terri- 
tories ; fo that we conceive, that the whole cognizance 
and determination of this caufe belongs folely to our- 
fclves : therefore let him repair hither, he who calls him- 
felf the hulband, here let him commence his fuit, and 
demand the delivery of the perfon, whom he claims for 
his wife. In the mean time, this it is that we molt 
earneftly requeft from your highnefs, which is no more 
than what we have already reguefted by our agent refid- 
ing at Bruflcls, that you will permit an afflided and 
many ways mifufed virgin, born of honeft parents, but 
pirated out of her native countr)% to return, as far as 
lies in your power, with freedom and fafcty home again. 
This not only we, upon all opportunities offered, as rea- 
dily prepared to return the fame favour and kindnefs to 
your highnefs, but alfo humanity itfelf, and that lame 
hatred of infamy, which ought to accompany all perfons 
of virtue and courage in defending the honour of the 
female fex, feem altogether jointly to require at your 
hands. 

Weftminfter, March 28, 1650. 

To the moft Serene Prince, John the Fourth, King of 

Portugal. 

UNDERSTANDING that your majefty had both 
honourably received our agent, and immediately given 
him a favourable audience, we thought it became us to 
aiTure your qiajclly without delay, by fpeedy letters from 
us, that nothing could happen more acceptable to us, 
and that there Is nothing which we have decre^ more 
iacredy than not to violate by any word or deed of ours, 

not 
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not firft provoked, the peace, the friendfliip, and com- 
merce, now for fome time fettled between us and the 
greateft number of other foreign nations, and among 
the reft with the Portuguefe. Nor did we fend the 
Englifh fleet to the mouth of the river Tagus with any 
other intention or defign, than in purfuit of enemies fo 
often put to flight, and for recovery of our veflels, 
which being carried away from their owners by force 
and treachery, the fame rabble of fugitives conduced to 
your coafts, and even to Li(bon itfelf, as to the mod cer- 
tain fairs for the ^fale of their plunder. But we are apt 
to believe, that by this time almoft all the Portuguefe are 
abundantly convinced, from the flagitious manners c^ 
thofe people, of their audacioufnefs, their fury, and their 
madnefs. Which is the reafon we are in hopes, that wc 
(hall more eafily obtain from your majefty, firft, that you 
will, as far as in you lies, be afliftant to the mpft illuftri"* 
ous Edward Popham, whom we have made admiral of 
our new fleet, for the fubduing thofe detefted freebooters j 
and that you will no longer fufFer tHem, together with 
their captain, not guefts, but pirates, not merchants, but 
the pefts of commerce, and violaters of the law of nations^ 
to harbour in the ports and under the flielter of the for- 
trefles of your kingdom ; but that wherever the con- 
fines of Portugal extend themfelves, you will command 
them to be expelled as well by land as by fea. Or if you 
are unwilling to proceed to that extremity, at leaft that 
with your leave, it may be lawful for us, with our pro- 
per forces to aflail our own revolters and (ea robbers 5 
and if it be the pleafure of Heaven, to reduce them into 
our power. This, as we have earneftly defired in our 
former letters, fo now again with the greateft ardency 
and importunity we requeft of your majefly. By this, 
whether equity, or aft of kindnefs, you will not only 
enlarge the fame of your juftice over all well-governed 
and civil nations, but alfo in a greater meafure bind both 
us and the people of England, who never yet had other 
than a good opinion of the Portuguefe, to yourfelf aad 
to your fubjedb, Farewel. 

Wcflminftcr, April 27, 165Q. 
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To the Hamburghe&s. 

MORE than once we have written concerning the con- 
troverfies of the merchants, and fome other things which 
more nearly concern the dignity of our republic, yet no 
anfwer has been returned. But underftanding that af^ 
fiiirs of that nature can hardly be determined by letters 
only, and that in the mean time cert^n feditious perfons 
have been fcnt to your city by *•*••»*, authorized 
with no other commiffion than that of malice and au- 
dacioufnefs, who make it their bufinefs utterly to extir« 
pate the ancient trade of our people in your city, efpe- 
cially of thofe whofc fidelity to their country is mod con- 
fpicuous; therefore we have commanded the worthy 
and mod eminent Richard Bradlhaw, to refide as our 
agent among ye ; to the end he may be able more at 
large to treat and negotiate with your lordfhips fuch 
matters and affairs, as are interwoven with the benefit 
and advantages of both republics. Him therefore we 
requeft ye with the fooneft to admit to a favourable 
. audience ; and that in all thin^ that credit may be 
given to him, that honour paid him, as is ufual in all 
countries, and among all nations paid to thofe that bear 
his character. 

Wcftminfter, April 2, 1650. 

To the Hamburchirs. 

Moft Noble, Magnificent, and Illuftrious, 
our deared Friends ; 

THAT your fedulitics in the reception of our agent 
were fo cordial and fb egregious, we both gladly under* 
ftand, and earnedly exhort ye that you would perfevere 
in your goodwill and affedion towards us. And this 
we do with (o much the greater vehemence, as being in- 
formed, that the fame exiles of ours, concerning whom 
we have fo frequently written, now carry themfelves 
more infolently in yout city than they were wont, to do, 
and that they not only openly s^ront, but give out 

threatening 
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threatening language in a moft defpigbtful manner againft 
ourrefident* Therefore once more by thefe our letters 
we would have the fafety of his perfon, and the honour 
due to his quality, recommended to your care. On the 
other fide, if you inflift fevere and timely punifhment 
upon thofe fugitives and ruffians, as well the old ones as 
the new-comers, it will be mod acceptable to US| and be* 
coming your authority and prudence* 

Wcftminfter, May 31, 1650. 

To Philip die Fourth, King of Spain. 

TO our infinite Ibrrow we are given to underffand, 
that Anthony Afcham, by us lately fent our agent to your 
majefty, and under that charafter mod civilly and pub- 
licly received by your governors, upon his firll coming 
to your royal city, naked of all defence and guard, was 
mod bloodily murdered in a certain inn, together with 
John Baptifta de Ripa his interpreter, butchered at the 
fame time. Wherefore we moft earneftly requeft your 
majefty, that deferved puniftiment may be Ipeedily in- 
flifted upon thofe parricides, already apprehended, as it 
is reported, and committed to cuftody ; who have hot 
only prefumed to wound ourfelves through his fides, but 
have alfo dared to ftab, as it were, to the very heart, 
your feith of word and royal honour. So that we make 
no queftion, but what we fo ardently defire would never- 
thelefs be done effedtually, by a prince of his own accord 
fo juft and pious, though nobody required it. As to 
what remains, we make it our farther fuit, that the 
breathlefs carcafs may be delivered to his friends and 
attendants to be brought back and interred in his own 
country, and that fuch care may be taken for the fecu- 
rity of thofe that remain alive, as is but requifite; till 
having obtained an anfwer to thefe letters, if it may be 
done, they (hall return to us the witneffcs of your piety 
and juftice. 

Wcftminfter, June a8, 1650. 
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To Philip the Fourth, King of Spain. 

HOW heinoufly, and with what deteftation your ma- 
jefty refented the villanous murder of our agent, An- 
thony Afcham, and what has hitherto been done in the 
profecution and puniOiment of his affaffinates, we have 
been given to underftand, as well by your majeily's own 
letters, as from your embaflador don Alphonfo de Car- 
denos. Neverthelcfs fo often as we confider the horrid- 
nefs of that bloody faft, which utterly fubverts the very 
foundations of correfpondence and commerce, and of 
the privilege of embafladors, mod facred among all na- 
tions, fo villanoufly violated without feverity of punifti- 
ment ; we cannot but with utmoft importunity repeat 
our moft urgent fuit to your majefty, that thofe parri- 
cides may with all the fpeed imaginable be brought to 
juftice, and that you would not fuffer their merited pains 
to be fufpended any longer by any delay or pretence of 
religion. For though moft certainly we highly value the 
fricndfliip of a potent prince ; yet it behoves us to ufe our 
utmofl endeavours, that the authors of (uch an enormous 
parricide (hould receive the deferved reward of their 
impiety. Indeed, we cannot but with a grateful mind 
acknowledge that civility, of which by your coinmand 
our people were not unfenfible, as alio your furpafling 
afTedtion for us, which lately your embaflador at large 
unfolded to us: nor will it be difpleafing to us, to re- 
turn the fame good offices to your majefty, and the Spa- 
nilh nation, whenever opportunity offers. Neverthelefe, 
if juftice be not fatisfied without delay, which we ftill 
moft earneftly requeft, we fee not upon what founda- 
tions a fmcere and lafting friendftiip can fubfift. For 
the prefervation of which, however, we (hall omit no juft 
and laudable occafion ; to which puroofe we are like- 
wife apt to believe, that the prefence or your embaflador 
does not a little conduce. 

To the Spanish Embaflador. 

Moft Excellent Lord, 
THE council of ftate, fo foon as their weighty affairs 
would permit them, having carried into parliament the 

four 
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four writings, which it pleafed your Excellency to irtl-' 
part to the council upon the nineteenth of December' 
laft, have received in command from the parliament, io 
return this aafwer to the firfl: head of thofe writings^ 
touching the villanous aflaffinates of their late agent, 
Anthony Afcham, 

The parliament have fo long time, fo often, and fo 
juftly demanded their being brought to deferved puni(h- 
ment, that there needs nothing rurther to be faid on a 
thing of fo great importance, wherein (as your excel- 
lency well obferved) his royal majefty's authority itfelf 
is fo deeply concerned, that, unlefs juftice be^ done upon 
fuch notorious offenders, all the foundations of human 
fociety,' all the ways of preferving friendfhip among 
nations, of ncceffity muft be overturned and abolifhed. 
Nor can we apprehend by any argument drawn from re- 
ligion, that the blood of the innocent, (hed by a pro- 
penfely malicious murder, is not to be avenged. The 
parliament therefore once more moft urgently preflesj 
and expedts from his royal majefty, according to their 
firft demands, that fatisfaftion be given them effeftually 
and fincerely in this matter. 

To the moft Excellent Lord Anthony John Lewis db 
LA Cerda, Duke of Medina Celi, Governor of 
Andalusia: the Council of State conftituted by 
Authority of Parliament, Greeting. 

WE have received advice from thofe moft accompliflbed 
perfons, whom we lately fent with our fleet into Portu- 
gal, in purfuit of traitors, and for the recovery of ouf 
▼eflcls, that they were moft civilly received by your Ex- 
cellency, as often as they happened to touch upon the 
coafts of GallsBcia, which is under your government, and 
aflifted with all things nfeceflary to thofe that perform 
long voyages. This civility of yours, as it was always 
moft acceptable to us, fo it is now more efpecially at this 
time, while we are fenfible of the il^ill of others in 
fome places towards us without any juft caufe given on 
our fide : therefore we make it our requeft to your lUuf- 
trious Lordfliip, that you will perfevere in the fame good- 
will 
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will and afTeftton to us, ' and that you would continue 
your favour and afliftance to our people, according to 
your wonted civility, as often as our ihips put in to 
your harbours t and be aflured, that there is nothing 
which we defire of your Lordlhip in the way of kind*-^ 
neft, which we ftiall not be ready to repay both to yoa 
and yours, whenever the like occafion (hall be offered us« 

Sealed with the feal of the council> 

J. BnADSNAW^ Prefident« 

Weftminfter, Nov. 7, 1650. 

To the lUuftrious and Magnificent Senate of the City of 

Dantzick. 

Magnificent and mod Noble Lords^ 
our deareft Friends ; 

MANY letters are brought us from our merchants 
trading upon the coaft of Boruflia, wherein they complain 
of a grievous tribute impoied upon them in the grand 
council of the Polanders, enforcing them to pay the 
tenth part of all' their goods for the relief of the king 
of Scots, our enemy. Which in regard it is plainly con- 
trary to the law of nations, that guefls and (Irangers 
fliould be dealt withal in fuch a manner ^ and mod uu« 
juft, that they (hould be compelled to pay public ftipends 
m a foreign commonwealth to him from whom they are» 
by God's afllflance, delivered at home : we make no 
queftion, but that out of refped to that liberty, which as 
we underftand you yourfelvcs enjoy, you will not fufFer 
fo heavy a burden to be laid on merchants in your city, 
whetein they have maintained a continual amity and 
commerce, to the extraordinary advantage of the place 
for many years together. If therefore you think it con- 
venient, to undertake the proteftion of our merchants 
trading among ye, which wc affuredly expcft as well from 
your prudence and equity, as from the dignity and 
grandeur of your city; we (hall take that care, that 
you (hail be fenfible from time to time of our grate^ 

Vol. IV. ^ acceptunce 
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acceptanco of your kindnefsy as often as tbe Dantzickert 
(hall have any dealings within our territories, or their 
(hips, as frequently it happens, put into our ports. 

Weftminfter, Febr. 6, 16^0. 

To the Portugal Agent* 

Moft lUuflrious Lord, 

WE received youf letters dated from Hampton the 
fifteenth of this month, wherein you fignify, that you 
arc fent by the king of Portugal to the parliament of the 
commonwealth of England ; but fay not under what 
charafter, wijether of cmbaffadoT, or agent, or envoy, 
which we would willingly undcrftand by your credential 
letters from the king, a copy of which you may fend ui 
with all the fpeed you can. We would alio further know, 
whether you come with a plenary commiflion, to give 
ns fatisfaftion for the injuries, and to make reparation 
for the damages which your king has done this republic, 
proteftine our enemy all the laft I'ummer in his harbours, 
and prohibiting the Englifli fleet, then ready to alTail re- 
bels and fugitives, which our admiral had ptirfued {o far; 
but never reftraining the enemy from falling upon ours. 
If you return us word, that you haVe ample and full 
commiflion to give us fatisfaftion concerning all thefe 
matters, and fend us withal a copy of your r^commcn* 
datory letters, we fhall then take care, that you may 
with all fpeed repair to us upon the Public Faith: at 
which time, when we have read the king's letters, you 
Ihall have liberty freely to declare what further com- 
n-ands you have brought along with you. 

The Parliament of the Commonwealth of England, to 
. the mofl Serene Prince, D. Ferdinand, Grand Duke 
of Tuscany, &c. 

WE have received your highnefs*s letters, dated April 
twenty two, fixteen hundred and fifty one, and delivered 
to us by your refident, Signor Almeric Salvetti, whereiq. 
Vft readily perceive how greatly your highncfs £%voms 

the 
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the Englilh name, and the value you have for this na- 
tion ; which not only our merchants, that for many 
years have traded in youf ports, but alfo certain of our 
young nobility, either travelling through your cities, 
or rehding there for the improvement of their ftudies, 
both tuftity and confirm. Which as they are things moft 
grateful and acceptable to us, we alfo on our parts make 
this reqiicft to your highncfe, that your Serenity will 
perfcvere in your accuftomcd goodwill and afFedion to- 
wards our mcrcliants, and other citizens of our republic, 
travelling through tlic Tufcan territories. On the other 
fide, we promilc and undertake, as to what concerns the 
pariiiment, that nothing (hall be wanting, which may 
any way conduce to the confirmation and eftablilhment 
of that commerce and mutual friendship, that now has 
been of long continuance between both nations, and 
which it is our earneft wifli and defirc (hould be prcferved 
to perpetuity, by all offices of humanity, civility, and 
mutual obfervancc. 

Sealed with the foil of the prirlia- 

ment, and fubfcribed by Wil- 

Weftminfter, liam Lenthall, fpeaker of 

Jan. 29, 1651. the parliament of the common- 

wealth of England. 

The Parliament of the Commonwealth of England, to 
the lUuftrious and Magnificeot Senate of the City of 
Hamborougiu 

■ 

Moft Noble, Magnificent, and lUuftrious, 
our dearell Fritnds ; 

THE parliament of the commoti wealth of England, 
out of their earneft defire to continue and prefcrve tho 
i&ncient friendftiip and mutual commerce between the 
Englifli nalbn and your city, not long fince fent thither 
Richard BradQiaw, efq., with the charafter of our rev 
Itdent 'y and among other inIlru6tions tending tb the 
lame pujpofe, gave him aa exprefs charge to demand 
juiljce a^iinft certain perfons within your jurifdidtion, 
' " z% who 
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who endeavoured to murder the preacher bdongmg to 
the Englifh fociety, and who likewife laid impious hands 
upon the deputy pidident, and fome of the principal 
merchants of the fame company, and hurried them 
away aboard a privateen And although the aforef^ud 
refideuty upon his firfl reception and audience, made 
known to your lordlhips in a particular manner the 
commands which he received from us i upon which it 
was expeded, that you would have made thofe crimi* 
nals ere this a fevere example of your juftice : yet when 
we underflood oqr expedations were not anfwered, 
t:6n(idering with ourfelves wh^t danger both our people^ 
and their eftates were in, if fufficient provifion were not 
cnade for their (ecurity and proteftion againll the malice 
of their enemies, we again fent orders to our aibrefaid 
tefident^ to reprefent to your lordftiips our judgment 
^pon the whole matter ; as alfo to exhort and perfuade 
ye, in the name of this republic, to be careful of pre- 
serving the friendQiip and alliance contracted between 
this commonwealth and your city, as alfo the traffic and 
commerce no lefs advantageous for the intereft of both i 
and to that end, that you would not fail to proteft our 
merchants, together with their privileges, from all vio- 
lation, and more particularly againfl the infolences of 
one Garmes, who has carried himfelf contumeltoufly 
toward this republic, and publicly cited to the Chamber 
of Spire certain merchants of the Engliffi company re- 
fiding in your city, to the great contempt of this com- 
monwealth, and trouble of our merchants i for which 
we exped: fuch reparation^ as (hall be confentaneoxu to 
equity and juftice. 

To treat of thefe heads, and whatever elfc more 
largely belongs to the common friendftiip of both re- 
publics, we have ordered our' refident aforefaki to at- 
tend your lordfliips, requefting that ample credit may 
be given to him in fuch matters, as he fhall propofe rcr 
lating to thefe affairs. 

* • 

Weftminfter, Scaled with the parliament fea^ 

iMai;ch I a, 1 6 j t • and fubfcribed. Speaker, tcc^ 
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I Serene Christiaka, Queen of the Swedes, 
GoT»s, and Vahbais, &c.. Greeting. 

Moft Serene Queen; 
WE liave received and read your majefty's letters to 
the parliament of England, dated from Stockholm, ihe 
twenty fixth of September laft, and delivered by Peter 
Spering Silvercroon ; and there is nothing which we 
more vehemently and cordially defire, than that the 
ancient peace, traffic, and commerce of long continu- 
ance between the Englilh and Swedes may prove diutur- 
ml, and every day increafe. Nor did we queftion, but 
that your majefty's embaflador was come amply in- 
ftrufted to make thofe propolals chiefly, which Ihould 
be mod for the intereft and honour of both nations, and 
whicli we were no lefs readily prepared to have beard, 
aod to have done effectually that which Oiould have 
been thought mod lecure and beneficial on both fides. 
But it plealed the Supreme Moderator and Governor of 
all things, that betbre he had defircd to be heard as to 
thofe matters, which he hat! in charge from your ma- 
jcfty to propound to the parliament, he departed this 
life, (whofc lofs we took with that heavinefs and for- 
row, as it became perfons whom it no Itfs behoved tu 
acquiefcc in the will of the Almighty) whence it comes 
to pals, that wc are prevented hitherto from knowing 
your majefty's pleafure, and that there is a ftop at pre- 
fent put to this negotiation. Wherefore we thought 
wc could do no lefs than by thefc our lelten, which we 
have given to our mcliengcr on purpofe fent with theft: 
unhappy tidings, to fignify to your majefty, how ac- 
ceptable your letters, how grateful your public nuniftcr 
were to. the parliament of the commonwealth of Eng- 
land i as alfo how earneftly wc expcft your friendlhip, 
and how highly we fhall value ihc amity of fo great a 
princcfs; afluring your majeny, that wc have ihofc 
Ihouohts of incrcafing the commerce between this rc- 

Eubhc and your majefty's kingdom, as we ought to 
ive of a thing of the highcft importance, which ibr 
that rcafon will be mott acceptable to Uie parliament of 
»5 the 
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the commonwealth of England. And fo wc recom- 
mend your majcfly to the proteftion of the Divine Pro- 
vidence. 

m 

Weftminfter, Sealed with the parliament feal, 

March — , 1651. and fubfcribed, Speaker, &c. 

The Parliament of the Commonwealth of England, to 
the moft Serene and Potent Prince, Philip the Fourth, 
King of Spa IN, Greeting. 

THE merchants of this commonwealth, who trade 
in your majefty*s territories, make loud complaints of 
extraordinary violence and injuries offered them, and 
of new tributes impofed upon them by the governors 
and other officers of your ports and places where they 
traffic, and particularly in the Canary iflands, and this 
againft the articles of the league folemnly ratified by 
both nations on the account of trade; the truth oiF 
which complaints they have confirmed by oath. And* 
they make it out before us, that unlefs they can enjoy 
their privileges, and that their lolTes be repaired ; lallly, 
that except they may have fome certain fafeguard and 
proteftion for themfelves and their eflates againft thofe 
violences and injuries, they can no longer traffic in thofe 

E laces. Which complaints of theirs being duly weighed 
jr us, and believing the unjuft proceedings of thofe mi« 
niflers either net at all to have reached your knowledge, 
or elfe to have been untruly reprefcnted to your majefly^l 
we deemed it convenient to fend the complaints them- 
felves, togiJther with thefe our letters, to your majefly. 
Nor do we qiieftion, but that your majefly, as well out 
of your love of juflice, as for the fake of that commerce 
jio lefs gainful to your fubjefts than our people, will 
command your governors to defifl from thofe unjufl 
opprefKon? of our merchants, and fo order it, that they 
may obtain fpeedy juflice, and due fatisfadion for thofe 
injuries done them by don Pedro de Carillo de Guzman, 
und others ; and that your majefly will take care, that 
the merchants aforefaid may reap the fruit of thof^ ar* 
tides; and be fo far under your proteftion, that both 
their perfons and their cftates may be fecurc and free 

from 
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from all manner of injury and vexation. And this they 
believe they (hall for the greateft part obtain if your 
majefty will be pleafed to reftore them that expedient, 
taken from .them, of a judge-confervator, who may be 
able to defend them from a new confullhip more uneafy 
tathem ; left if no (heltcr from injuftice be allowed them, 
there (hould follow a neceffity of breaking off that com- 
merce, which has hitherto brought great advantages 
to both nations, while the articles of tlie league arc vio« 
lated in fuch a manner. 

Wcftm. Aug. — , 1651. 



To the moft Serene Prince, the Duke of Venice, and 

the moft Uluftrious Senate. 

Moft Serene Prince, moft Uluftrious Senate, 
our deareft Friends ; 

CERTAIN of our merchants, by name John Dickins, 
and Job Throckmorton, with others, have made their 
complaints to us, that upon the twenty-eighth of No- 
vember, fixteen hundred and fifty one, having feized 
upon a hundred butts of caviare in the veflel called th^ 
Swallow, riding in the Downs, Ifaac Taylor maftcr, 
which were their own proper goods, and laden aboard 
the fame (hip in the Mufcovite bay of Archangel, and 
this by the authority of our court of admiralty ; in 
which court, the fuit being there depending, they ob- 
tained a decree for the delivery of the faid butts of ca« 
viare into their pofleffion, they having firft given facu* 
rity to abide by the (entence of that court : and that the 
(aid court, to the end the laid fuit might be brought to 
a concluflon, having written letters, according to cuf- 
tom, to the magift rates and judges of Venice; wherein 
tKey requefted liberty to cite John Piatti to appear by 
his proftor in the Englilh court of admiralty, where the 
fuit depended, and prove his right: ncvcrthelefs, that 
the (aid Piatti and one David Rutts a Hollander, 
while this cau(e depends here in our court, put 
the laid John Dickins, and thofe other merchants, 
to a vaft deal of trouble about the faid caviare, 

z 4 and 
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and folictt the feizure of their goods and eftates as for* 
fclited for debt. All which things, and whatever elfe 
has hitherto been done in our forefaid court is more at 
lar^e fct forth in thofe letters of reouefl aforementioned ; 
which after we had viewed, we thought proper to be 
tranfmitted to the moft ferenc republic of Venice, to the 
end they might be afliflant to our merchants in this 
caufe. Upon the whole therefore, it is our earncft rc- 
quefl to your highnefs, and the moft illuflrious (enate^ 
that not only thofe letters may obtain their due force 
and weight ; but alfo, that the goods and eftates of the 
merchants, which the forefaid Piatti and David Rutts 
have endeavoured to make liable to forfeiture, may be 
(^ifcharged } and that the faid defendants may be referred 
hither to our court, to try what right they have in their 
claim to this caviare. Wherein your highneis and the 
moft ferene republic will do as well what is moft juft in 
itfclf, as what is truly becoming the fpotlefi amity be- 
tween both republics: and lafUy, what will gratefully 
be recompenfed by the goodwill and kind offices of this 
republic, whenever occaHons offer. 

xxruu u 11 T? u Sealed with the feal of the council, 
Whitehall, Feb. -, ^^^ fubfcribcd Presidbnt of 

^ * the council. 

To the Spanish Embaffador. 

Moft Excellent Lord, 

THE council of ftate, according to a command from 
the parliament, dated the fecond of March, having taken 
into fcrious deliberation your excellency's paper of tb# 
:fifteenth of February, delivered to the commiffioners of 
this council, wherein it fcemed good to your excellency 
to propofe, that a reply might be given to two certain 
heads therein fpecified as previous, returns the following 
afifwer to your excellency* 

The parliament, when they gave an an(wer to thofe 
things which were propofed by your excellency at your 
firft audience, as atfo in thofe letters whidh they wrote 
tp the moft ferene king of Spain, gave real and ample 
demonftratioQS^ bow grateful and how acceptable that' 
2% friendlhip 
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fiiendfliip and that mutual alliance, which was offered 
by hb royal majcfty, and by yourfclf in his name^ would 
be to them » and how fully they were rcfolvcd, as far as 
in them lay, to m;^ke the fame returns of friendfhip 
and good offices. 

After thati^ it feemed good to your excellency, at 
your firfl audience in council upon the nineteenth 
of December old ftyle, to propound to this coun- 
cil, as a certain ground or method for an aufpicious 
commencement ot a ftridter ami:y, that fome of their 
body might be nominated, who might hear what your 
excellency had to propofe i and who having well weighed 
the benefit, that might redound from thence, (hould 
4>eedily report the fame to the council. To which 
requefl of yours, that fatisfadtion might be given, the 
council appointed certain of -their number to attend 
your excellency, which was done accordingly. But 
inflead of thoie things, which were expected to have 
been propounded, the conference produced no more 
than the above mentioned paper : to which the anfwer 
of the council is this. 

When the parliament (hall have declared their mindsj 
and your excellency (hall have made the progrefs as 
above expedcd, we (hall be ready to confer with your 
excellency, and to treat of fuch matters as you Ihall 
propofe in the name of the king your mailer, as well in 
reference to the friend(hip already concluded, as the en- 
tering into another more (Iridl and binding; or as to 
any thing elfe, which (hall be offered by ourlelves in the 
name of this republic : and when we dcfcend to parti- 
culars, we (hall return fuch anfwers as are moil proper^ 
and the nature of the thing propofed (hall require. 

Whitehall, March ai, 1652. 

The Parliament of the Commonwealth of England, to 
the mod Serene Prince Frederic the Third, King 
of Denmark, &c.» Greeting. 

Moft Serene and Potent King, 

WE have received your majcfty's letters, dated from 
Copenliagen the twenty firft of December laft, and de* 

livered 
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livered to the parliament of the commonwealth of Eng- 
knd by the noble Henry Willemfem Rofenwyng de 
Lyniiicker, and mod: gladly pcrufed them, with that 
aflfecftion of mind, which the matters therein propounded 
Jbftly merit, and requeft your majefty to be fully per- 
fuadedof this, that the fame inclinations, the famede(ires 
of continuing, and preferving the ancient friendlhip, 
commerce, and alliance for fo many years maintained be- 
tween England and Denmark, which are in your ma* 
jelly, arc alfo in us. Not being ignorant, that though 
it has pleafed Divine Providence, beholding this nation 
with fuch a benign and favourable afpedt, to change for 
the better the received form of the former government 
among us ; neverthelefs, that the fame interefts on 
both fides, the fame common advantages, the fame 
mutual alliance and free trafhc, which produced the 
former leagues and confederacies between both nations^ 
ilill endure and obtain their former force and virtue, 
and oblige both to make it their common fludy by 
rendering thofe leagues the mod beneficial that may 
be to each other, to eflablifh alfo a nearer and founder 
firiendfliip for the time to come. And if your ma- 
jefty (hail, be pleafed to purfue thofe counfels, which are 
maoifQflcd in your royal letters, the parliament will 
be ready to embrace the fame with all alacrity and fide- 
lity, and to contribute all thofe things to the utmoft of 
their power, which they (hall think may conduce to 
that end. And they perfuade themfelves, that your ma- 
jefty for this reafon will take thofe counfels in reference 
to this republic, which may facilitate the good fuccefs 
of thofe things propounded by your majefty to ourfelves 
fc delirous of your amity. In the mean time, the par- 
Hament wifhes all happinefs. and proiperity to your ma* 
jefty and people. 

Under the feal of the parlia-* 
Wcftminfter, April — , ment, and fubfcribed in its 

i6j2. name, and by the authority 

of it, SP£AK£K, &c« 
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The Parliament of the Commoowealth of Englakd» to 
the moft llluftrious and Magnificent, the Proconfuls 
And Senators of the Hansi Town s^ Greeting 

Moft Noble, Magnificent, and llluftrious, 
our deareft Friends j 

THE parliament j)f the commonwealth of England 
has both received and perufed your letters of the fix- 
tcenth of January laft, delivered by your public minif- 
tcr Leo ab Ayfema, and by their authority have given 
him an audience; at what time he declared the cordial 
and friendly inclinations of your cities toward this re* 
public, and defired that the ancient friendlhip might 
ftill remain on both fides. The parliament therefore, 
for their parts, declare and afiure your lordfhips, that' 
they deem nothing mpre grateful to themfelves, than 
that the fame friendlhip and alliance, which has hitherto 
been maintained between this nation and thofe cities, 
fliould be renewed, and firmly ratified; and that they 
will be ready, upon all occafions fitly offered, wJiat they 
promiie in words folemnly to perform in real deeds j and 
cxpeA that their ancient friends and confederates (hould 
deal by them with the fame truth and integrity. But 
as to thoie things, which your rcfident has more particu* 
larly in charge, in regard they were by us referred entire 
to the council of (Tate, and his propoiais were to be 
there confidered, they tranticled with him there, and 
gave him fuch anfwers, as feemed moft con(entana>us 
to equity and reafon, of which your refident is able 
to give you an account ; whofe prudence and confpi- 
cuous probity proclaim him worthy the public character 
by you conferred upon him* .^ 

'• 
Under the ieal of the parlU« 

Wcftminfter, April — , ment, in the name, and by 

1652. the authority of it, fub- 

fcribed. Speaker, &c. 
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The Parliament of the Commonwealth of England, to 
the Illuflrious and Magnificient Senate of the City of 
Hamiorough, Greeting. 

Moll Noble, Magnificent, and Illuflrious, 
our dearefl: Friends ; 

. THE parliament of the commonwealth of England 
has received and perufed your letters, dated from Ham- 
borough the fifteenth of January laft, and delivered by 
the noble Leo ab Ayfema, yours and the reft of the 
Hanfeatic cities refident, and by their own authority 
gave him audience; and as to what other particular com- 
mands he had from your city, they have referred therii 
to the council of flate, and gave them orders to receive 
his propofalS) and to treat with him as foon as might be» 
concerning all fuch things as feemed to be juft and equal: 
which was alfo done accordingly. And as the parlia- 
ment has niade it manifeft, that thev will have a due 
regard to what (hall be propofed by your lordfhips^ 
and have teftified their fingular goodwill toward your 
city, by fending their refident thither, and conimandin] 
his abode there ; fb on the other fide they expeft, an 
defervedly require from your lordfhips, that the lame 
equity be returned to them, in things which are to the 
benefit of this republic, either already propofed, or 
hereafter to be propounded by our faid refident in their 
name to your city, anciently our friend and confederate. 

Under the feal of the parUa- 
Wcftminfter, April — , ment, in the name, and by 

i6j2. the authority of it, ful>- 
fcribed. Speaker, &€• 

Thlfcouncil of flate of the Republic of England, to 
H^e moft Serene Prince Ferdinand the Second, 
' Grand Duke of Tuscany, Greetings 

THE council of ftate being informed by letters from 
(Charles Longland, who takes care of the affairs of the 
Englilh in your highnefs*s court of Leghorn, that lately 
fourteen men of war belonging to the United Prov'mccs, 
came into that harbour, and openly threatened to fink 

or 
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or bum the Englith (hips that were riding in your port ; 
but that your Serenity, whofe protection and fuccour 
the Englifh merchants implored, gave command to the 
governor of Leghorn, that he (hould ailifl and defend 
the £ngli(h veflels : they deemed it their duty to certify 
to your higbne^ how acceptable that kindne^ and 
protection, which you (o £ivourably afforded the Engliih 
nation, was to this republic; and do promife your high- 
nefs, that they will always keep in remembrance the 
merit oi fo deferving a favour, and will be ready upon 
all occafions to make the fame returns of firiendfhip and 
good offices to your people, and to do all thmgs elfe, which 
may conduce to the prdlervation and continuance of the 
ufual amity and commerce between both nations. And 
whereas the Dutch men of war, even in the time of 
treaty offered by themielves, were fo highly perfidious 
as to &11 upon our fleet in our own roads, (in which 
foul attempt, God, as mod juft arbiter, (howed himfelf 
offended and oppofite to their defign) but alfo in the 
ports of foreigners endeavoured to take or iink our 
merchant veffels; we thought it alfo neceffary to fend 
this declaration al(b of the parliament of the common- 
wealth of England to your highnefs, the publifhing of 
which was occafioned by the controverfies at prefent 
arifen between this rcpubUc and the United Provinces* 
By which your highnefs may eaiily perceive how imjuft 
and contnury to all the laws ot God and of nations 
tiiofe people have aded againfl this republic; and how 
cordially the parliament laboured, for the fake of public 
tranquillity, to have retained their priftine friendfhip 
and alliance. 

WhitthaU, July 20, *^ ^? ?^"^^ f ^^^y ^^f 

fTMimuui, J"V ^^^ authority of the Council, 

^ * fubfcribed. President* 

To the Spanish Embaffador. 

Moft Excellent Lord, 

THE council of (late, upon mature deliberation of 
tint paper which they received from your excellency^ 

1]^ 1652, as alfo upon that which your excellency at 

your 
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your audience the ^% of this month delivered to the 
council, return this anfwer to both thofe papers : that 
the parliament, &c. was always very defirous of prefcrv- 
ing the firm friendfhip and good peace fettled at prclcnt 
between this republic and his royal majefty of Spaing 
from the time that firft your excellency fignified the ten- 
dency of his majefty*s inclinations that way, and was 
always ready to ratify and confirm the fame to the be- 
nefit apd advantage of both nations. And this the 
council of ftate in the name, and by command of the 
parliament, in their papers ofttimes made known to 
your excellency; and particularly, according to your 
excellency's dcfire, made choice of commiflioners to 
attend and receive from your excellency fuch propofals 
as might conduce to the fame purpofe. At which 
meeting, inftead of making fuch propolals, it feemed 
good to your excellency only to propound fome general 
matters, as it were previous to a future conference 
concerning which it feemed to the council that the par* 
liamentjiad in former papers fully made known their 
fentimei^ts. Nevcrthelels for more ample and accumu« 
Jative latisfedVion, and to remove all fcruples from your 
excellency concerning thofe matters which they at that 
time propofed, the council in that paper, dated \l j^'u' 
declared tliemfclves ready to come to a conference with 
your excellency, conci^rning thofe things which you had 
in charge from his royal majefty, as well in reference 
to the priftine amity, as to any farther negotiation ; as 
alio touching fuch matters as fliould be exhibited by ti^, 
in the name of this republic ; and when we came to 
fuch particulars as were to the purpofe, and the nature 
of the thing required, then to give conyenient anfwers. 
To which it feemed good to your excellency to maker nb 
reply, nor to proceed any farther in tliat affair for almoft 
two months. About that time the council received 

frem your excellency your firft paper, dated ^juae' 
wherein you only made this propofal, that the' articles 
of peace and league between the late king Charles and 
your mafter, dated the t^ of November 1630, might 
be reviewed, and that the feveral . heads of it might be 
either enlarged or left out, according to the' prefcflt 

conditk)a 
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condition of. times and things, and the late alteration 
of government. Which being no more than what wc 
ourlelves briefly and clearly fignified in our foreiaid 
paper of the \\ Apri?' *he council expefted, that fome 
particular articles would have been propounded out of 
that league, with thofe amplifications and alterations 
of which you madfe mention ; fincc otherwife it is im- 
poffible for us to return any other anfwer concerning 
this matter, than what we have already given. And 
whereas your excellency in your laft paper feems to 
charge us with delay, the council therefore took a fecond . 

review of the forefaid paper of the 7 J5!mI ^^^ ^^ ^^^ 
was therein propounded, and are ftill of opinion, that 
they have fully fatisficd your excellency in that former 
paper: to which they can only farther add, that lb loon 
as your excellency (hall be pleafed, either out of the 
leagues already made, or in any other manner, to frame 
fuch conditions as (hall be accommodated to the prefent 
flate of things and times, upon which you defire to have 
the foundations of friendlhip laid on your lide, they will 
immediately return you fuch anfwers as by them (hall 
be thought juft and reafonable, and which (hall be fuf- 
ficient teftimonials, that the parliament ftill perfeveres . 
in the fame defircs of preferving an untainted and firm 
amity with the king your mafter, and that on their parts 
they will omit no honeft endeavours, and worthy of 
themfelves, to advancr it to the higheft perfeftion. 

Furthermore, the council deems it to be a part of 
their duty, that your excellency (hould be put in mind 
of that paper of ours, dated January 30, 1651, to which 
in regard your excellency has returned no anfwer as yet, 
wc prefs and expeft that fatisfaftion be given to the 
parliament, as to what is therein mentioned. 

The Anfwer of the Council of State to the Reply of the 
Lords EmbafTadors Extraordinary from the King of 
Dekmark and Norway, delivered to the Commif- 
fioners of the G)uncil, to the Anfwer which the 
Council gave to their fourteen Demands. 

TO the end that latisfaftion may be given to the fore- 
faid lords embafladors in reference to the anfwer of the 

council 
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council to the fifth, fixtb; feventh, eighth, and nintri 
article, the council confents, that this following dau& 
(hall be added at the end of their anfwcrs : that is to 
fay, befides fuch colonies, iflands, ports, and i>laces^ 
under the dominion of cither party, to which it is by 
law provided that nobody ftiall refort upon the account; 
of trade or commerce, unlels upon fpecial leave firft ob- 
tained of that party to which that colony, ifland, port^ 
or places belong. 

The receiving of any perfon into any (hip, that (haU 
be driven in by ftrefs of weather into the rivers, portSy 
or b^ys, belonging to either party, (hall not render that 
ve(rel liable to any trouble or (earch, by the anfwer of 
the council to the eleventh article, as the forefaid lords 
embafladors in their reply ieem to have underftood, iin« 
lefs it be where fuch a receiving (liall be againft the laws, 
fiatutes, or cuftom of that place where the veflel put tn^ 
wherein it feems to the council, that there is nothing of 
feverity ordained, but what equally conduces to the 
(ccurity of both republics. 

As to the proving the property of fuch (hips and 

goods as (hall be cad a(hore by fliipwreck, the council 

deems it neceflary that an oath be adminiftered in thofe 

courts which are already, or (hall hereafter be confti- 

tuted, where the claimers may be feveraily heard and 

every body's right be determined and adjudged j which 

cannot be fo clearly and ftriftly done by written certifi* 

cates, whence many fcruples and doubts may arife, and 

many frauds and deceits creep into that fort of proof, 

which it concerns both parties to prevent. Tlie council 

alfo deems it juft, that a certain time be prefixed, before 

which time, whoever docs not prove himfclf the lawfiil 

owner of the faid goods, (hall be excluded, to avoid 

fuits. But as to the manner of putting peri(hable goods 

to fale, that are caft a(hore by (hipwrcck, the councH 

thinks it meet to propofe the way of felling by inch of 

candle, as being tlie moll probable means to procure the 

true value of the goods for the bcft advantage of the 

proprietors. Neverthelefs, if the forefaid lords embif- 

ladors (hall propofe any other method already found out^ 

which may more properly conduce to this cnd» the 

council 
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council will be no hindrance, but that what is juft may 
be put in praftice. Neither is it to be underftood, that 
the confideration of this matter lliall put any flop to 
the treaty. 

As to the punifliment of thofe, who (hall violate the 
propounded treaty, the council has made that addition, 
'which is mentioned in their aniWer to the fourteenth 
article, for the greater force and efficacy of that article, 
ahd thereby to render the league itfelf more firm and 
lafting. 

As to the laft claufe of the fourteenth article, we think 
it not proper to give our aflfent to thofe leagues and aU 
liances, ot which mention is made in the aforefaid an* 
fwers, and which are only generally propounded, be* 
fore it be more clearly apparent to us what they are. 
But when your excellencies Ihall be pleafed to ex- 
plain thoie matters more cleaily to the council, we 
may be able to give a more cxprefs anfwer to thofo 
particulars. 

A Reply of the Council of State to the Anfwer of the 
forefaid Lords Embafladors, which was returned to 
the fix Articles propounded by the Council aforefaid, 
in the Name of the Republic of England. 

THE council, having viewed the commiflions of thf 
(brefaid lords enibafTadors, giving them power to tranfadt 
with the parliament or their commiflioners, concerning 
all things expedient to be tnnlaftcd in order to the re- 
viving the old leagues, or adding new ones, believed in* 
deed the forefaid lords to have been fumifiied with that 
authority, as to be able to ret-yrn anfwers, and nt^gotiate 
all things, as well fuch as fliould be proiX)unded by this 
republic, as on the behalf of the king of Denmark and 
Norway, and fo did not exped the replies, which it has 
pleafed the forefaid lords embaJladors to give to the firft, 
Kcondy third, and fifth demand of the council, whereby 
of ncceffity a ftop will be put to this treaty, in regiard it 
isbut juft in itfelf, and fo rcfolved on in council, to com- 
prehend the whole league, and to treat at the fame time 
as well concerning thole things which regard this repub- 

VoL. IV. A a he. 
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lie, as thofe other matters, which concern the king of 
Denmark and Norway. Wherefore it is the earneft dc- 
fire of the council, that your excellencies woiild be 
pleafed to return an anfwer to our firft, fecond, third, 
and fifth demand. • 

As to the fourth article concerning the cuftoms of 
Gluckftadt, in regard they are now aboliflied, as your 
excellencies have mentioned in your anfwer, the council 
preffes that their abrogation may be ratified by this 
treaty, left they fllould be reimpofed hereafter. 

As to the fixth article concerning piracy, the council 
inferted it, as eiqually appertaining to the benefit of both, 
and to the eftablifbing of trade in common, which is 
niuch difturbed by pirates and fearobbers. And whereas 
the anfwer of the lords embafladors, as to this article, re» 
lates only to enemies, but makes no mention of pirates, 
the council therefore defires a more diftindt reply to it. 

And whereas the forefaid lords embaffadors jn their 
reply to the anfwer of the council have pafled over both 
their tenth article, and the anfwer of the council to it; 
the council have thought it neceflary, to add this fol- 
lowing article, to their following demands. 

That the people and inhabitants of the republic of 
England trading into any kingdoms, regions, or terri- 
tories of the king of Denmark and Norway, (hall not for 
the future pay any more cuftoms, tribute, taxes, duties, 
or ftipends, or in any other manner, than the f)eople of 
the United Provinces, or any other foreign nation, that 
pays the teaft, coming in or going out of harbour; and 
fliall enjoy the fame, and as equally ample freedom, pri- 
vileges, and immunities, both coming and going, and fo 
long as they (hall refide in the country, as alfo in fifhing, 
trading, or in any other manner which any other people; 
of a foreign najiofi etyoys, or may enjoy m the forefaid 
kingdoms, and throughout the whole dominions of the 
laid king of Denmark and Norway: which privileges 
alfo the fubjeds of the king of Denmark and Norway 
Ihall equally enjoy throughout all the territories and 
dominions of the republic of England. 

The 
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The Council of State of the Republic of England, to 
the mod Serene Prince, Ferdinand the Second, 
Grand Duke of Tuscany, Greeting. 

Moft Serene Prince, our deareft Friend, ) 

THE council of State underftanding, as well by your 
highnelVs agent here reliding, as by Charles LongJand, 
cheif faftor for the Englifli at Leghorn, with what affec- 
tion and fidelity your highnefs undertook the protedion 
of the EngliQi veffels putting into the port of Leghorn 
for (heltcr, againft the Dutch men of war threatening 
them with nothing but ranfack and deftrudtion, by their 
letters of the twenty ninth of July (which they hope arci 
by this time come to your highnefs's hands) have«made 
known to your highnefs how grateful and how accept- 
able it was to them ; and at thie fame time fent to your 
Serenity a declaration of the parliament of the common- 
wealth of England, concerning the prefcnt differences be- 
tween this Republic and the United Provinces. And 
whereas the council has again been informed by the fame 
Charles Longland, what further commands your highnefe 
gave for the fecurity and defence of the Englifli veflels, 
notwithftanding the oppofite endeavours of the Dutch, 
they deemed this opportunity not to .be paffed over, to 
let your highnefs underftand once more, how highly they 
efteein your juftice and Angular conftancy in defending 
their veflels, and how acceptable they took fo great a 
piece of fervice. Which being no mean teftimony of 
your folid friendftiip and affeftion to this republic, your 
highnefs may aflure yourfelf, that the fame offices of 
kindnefs and goodwill towards your highnefs fliall nevei 
be wanting in us ; fuch as may be able to demonftrate 
how firmly we are refolved to cultivate both long and 
conftanbly, to the utmoft of our power, that friendfliip 
which is between your Serenity and this republic. In 
the mean time, we have exprefsly commanded 4II our 
Ihips, upon their entrance into your ports, not to fail of. 
paying the accuftomed falutes by firing their guns, and 
to give all other due honours to your highnefs. 
Whitehall, Sealed with the Council-Seal, and fub- 

Sept. — 1652. fcribed, Prcfident. 
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Xo tbe Spahi9h Embaflador, Alp.hohso i>k CaiI9Shai,. 

Mod Excellent Lord, 

YO U R excellency's letters of the tV of November 
1652, delivered by your fecretary, together with two 
pctitionis en^lofed, concerning the (hips, the Satrnplbn 
and San SaWadore, were read in council. To which the' 
council returns this anfwer. That the £ngli(h nuun of 
V^ar meeting with the aforefaid (hips, not in tbie Downs, 
as your ei^celleacy writes^ but in the open' Tea, brought 
them into port as enemies (hips, and therefore lawful 
\ prize ; and the court of admiralty, to which it propedf 

belongs to take cognizance of all caufes of this nature, 

have undertaken to determine the right in difpute; 

where all parties concerned on both fides (hall be fully 

and freely heard, and you may be affured that right 

ihall takj? place. We have alio fent your excellency's 

requeft ta the judges of that courts to the end we voxf 

more certainly under (land what progrefs they have made 

in their proceeding t6 judgment. Of which, fo foon at 

we are rightly informed, we Ihall take care that iiich 

orders (hall be given in this matter, as (hall correfpond 

with juftice, and become the friend(hip that is between 

this republic and your king. Nor are we IqTs confident 

that his royal majefty will by no mc^ans permit the goods 

of the enemies of this commonwealth to be concealed, 

and cfcape due confifcation under tbe (belter of being 

owned by his fubjefts. 

Sealed with the Council-SeaV 
Whitehall, and fubfcribed, 

Nov, II, 1652. 

William Ma(ham> Prefideot% 

To the Spanish E^nbaflador. 

Moft Excellent Lord, 

BUT lately the council has been informed by captaia 
fiadjley, admiral of the fleet of this Republic in the 
Straits, that after he himfelf, together with three other 
men of war, bad for two days together engaged eleven 

of 
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of the Dutch, put into Porto Longone^ a$ Well to repdtr 
the damages he had received in the fight, as alfo to Tupplf 
bimfelf with warlike ammunition ; where the* governor 
of the place performed all the good offices of a mod juft 
and courteous perfon, as well towards his own, as the 
reft of the men of war under his condud. Now in re- 
gard that that fame place is under the dominion of the 
moft ferene king of Spain^ the council cannot but look 
upon the lingular civility of that garrifon to be the copi* 
ous fruit of that ftrider mutual amity fo auipicioully com- 
menced ; and therefore deem it to be a part of their duty, 
to return their thanks to his majefty for a kindnefs {o 
opportunely received, and defire your excellency to fig- 
nify this to your moft ferene king, and tp aflure hhn^ 
that the Parliament of the commonwealth of England 
will be always ready to make the fam; returns of friend* 
Ihip and civility upon all occafions offered. 

Sealed with the Council-Seal, 
Weftminfter, and fubfcribed, 

Nov. II, 1652. 

William Maflinm, Prcfident. 

The Parliament of the Commonwealth of Enciawd, to 
the moft Serene Prince Ferdinand the Second, 
Grand Duke of Tuscany, Greeting. 

Moft Serene Prince, our deareft Friend, 

THE Parliament of the Commonwealth of Enghnd*. 
has received your letters dated from Florence, Auguft 
17, concerning the rcHitution of a certain fhip laden with 
rice, which (hip is claimed by captain Cardi of Leghorn. 
And though the judges of our admiralty have alread}^ 
proncainced fentencc in that caule againft the aforefaid 
Cardi, and that there be an appeal depending before the 
delegates ; yet upon your highnefs's requeft, the parlia-* 
ment, to teftify how much chey value the goodwill and 
alliance of a prince fo much their friend, have given 
order to thofe who are entrufted with this atTair, that 
the faid (hip, together with the rice, or at Icaft the full 
price of it, be reftored to the foreiaiU $aptain Cardi ; the 
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fruit bf which command his proftdr here has efFeftually 
already reaped. And as your highnefs by &vourably 
affording your patronage and proteftion to the fhips of 
the EngliQi in your port of Leghorn, has in a more e^)e- 
cial manner tied the parliament to your ferenity ; fo 
will they, on the other fide, take care, as often as oppor- 
tunity offers, that all their offices of fincere friendfhip 
and goodwill towards your highnefs may be folidly cf- 
fcftual and permanent ; withal recommending your high- 
nefs to the divine benignity, and proteftion of the Al- 
mighty. 

Sealed with the feal of the common- 
Weftminfter, wealth, and fubfcribed, 

Nov. 1652. Speaker, &c. 

The Parliament of the Commonwealth of England, to 
the moll Serene and Potent Prince, King of D£N-i 

%. MARK, &c. 

Moft Serene and Potent King, 

THE Parliament of the Commonwealth of England 
have received information from their admiral of that 
fleet fo lately fent to Copenhagen, your majefty*s port, 
to convoy our merchants homeward bound, that the 
forefaid fliips are not permitted to return along with 
him, as being detained by your majefty*s command; and 
upon his producing your royal letters, declaring your 
juftifications of the matter of faft, the parliament denies, 
that the reafons laid down in thofe letters for the detain- 
ing of thofe fliips are any way fatisfadtory to them. 
Therefore that fome fpeedy remedy may be applied in a 
matter of fo great moment, and fo highly conducing to 
the profperity of both nations, for preventing, a greater 
perhaps enfuing mifchief, the parliament have fent their 
refident at Hambrough, Richard Bradfliaw, efquire, a 
perfon of great worth and known fidelity, with exprefa 
commands to treat with your majefty, as their agent 
alfo in Denmark, concerning this affair: and therefore 
we entreat your majefty, to give him a favourable audi- 
ence and ample credit in whatever he fliall propofe to 

your 



f 

Letters of Staie. 3^9 

your majefty on our behalf, in reference to this matter 5 
in the mean time recommending your majefty to the prO'* 
tedlion of Divine Providence. 

Under the Seal of the Parliament, 
Weftminfter, and in their Name, and by their 

Nov. 6, 1652. Authority, fubfcribcd. 

Speaker, Sec. 

The Parliament of the Commonwealth of England, 
to the moft Serene Prince, the Duke of VenicE| 
Greeting.' 

THE Parliament of the Commonwealth of England 
has received your highnefs's letters, dated June i, 1652^ 
and delivered by Lorenzo Pallutio, wherein they not 
only gladly perceive both yours, and the cordial inclina- 
tion of the fcnate toward this republic, but have willingly 
laid hold of this opportunity to declare their Angular 
affwClion and goodwill towards the mod Serene Republic 
of V^enice ; which they fliall be always read,y to make 
manifcft both really and fincerely, as often as opportu- 
nity offers. To whom alio all the ways and means, that 
(hall be propounded to them for the prefcrving or in- 
creafing mutual friendrtiip and alliance, (hall be ever moft 
acceptable. In the mean time we heartily pray, that all 
things profperous, all things favourable, may befall your 
bighncfs and the moft ferene Republic. 

Scaled with the Parliament-Seal, 
Weftminfter, and fubfcribcd, 

Dec. 165Z. Speaker, &c. 

The Parliament of the Republic of England, to the 
moft Serene Prince, Ferdinand the Second, Grand 
Duke of Tuscany, Greeting. 

ALTHOUGH the parliament of the republic of Eng-« 
land fome time fince redoubled their commands to ail . 
the chief captains and mafters of fliips arriving in the 
ports belonging to your highnefs, to carry themfelves 
peacefully and civilly, and with becoming obfervance 
and duty to a moft Icrene prince^ whofe fricnddiip this 
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republic fo carncftly endeavours to prcferve, as having 
been obliged by fo many great kindneffes ; an accident 
altogether unexpeAcd has fallen out, through the info- 
lence, as they hear, of captain Appleton, in the port of 
Leghorn, who ojfTered violence to the fentinel then doing 
his duty u|X)n the mole, againft the faith and duty which 
he owes this republic, and in contempt of the reverence 
and honour which is juftly owing to your highnefe : the 
relation of which adtion, as it wa^ reaHy committed, the 
parliament has underftood by your letters of the feventh 
and ninth of December, dafed from Florence ; as alfo 
more at large by the mod worthy Almeric Salvetti, your 
fefident here. And they have lb fincerely laid to heart 
your highnefs's honour, which is the main concern of 
this complaint, that they have referred it to the Council 
of State, to take care that letters be lent to capt. Apple- 
ton, to come away without flop or ftay by land, in order 
to his giving an account of this unwonted and extraor* 
dinary ad (a copy of which letters is fcnt herewith en- 
clofed) who fo foon as he (hall arrive, and be accufed of 
the faft, we promife, that fuch a courfe (hall be taken 
with him, as may fufficiently teftify that we no lefs 
heinoufly broOk the violation of your right than the in- 
fringement of our own authority. Moreover, upon 
mature debate concerning the recovered (hip, called the 
phoenix of Leghorn, which a(fair is alfo related and 
prefled by your highnefs and your refident here, to have 
been done by captain Appleton, contrary to promiie 
given, whereby he was obliged not to'fall upon even the 
Hollanders themfelves within fight of the lantern ; and 
that your highnefs, trufting to that faith, promifed fecur» 
rity to the Hollanders upon your word ; and therefore 
that we ought to take care for the fatisfaftion of thoie, 
who fuffer damage under the proteftion of your pro- 
mife; the parliament begis of your excellency to be 
a(rured, that this fadt, as it was committed without their 
advice or command, fo it is moll remote from their will 
and intention, that your highnefs (hould underTO any 
detriment or diminution of your honour by it. Katber 
they will make it their bufinefs, that fome expedient may 
be found out for your fatis%ftion, according to the 
%% nature 
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nature of the faft,\jpon examination of the whole mat- 
ter. Which that ihcy may fo much the more fully un- 
derftand, they deem it ncccflary, that captain Appleton 
himfelf (hould be heard, who was bound by the fame 
fiiith, and is thought by your excellency at lead to have 
confented to the violation of it ; efpecially fince he is fo 
fuddenly to return home. And fo loon as the parliament 
has heard him, and have more at large conferred with 
your relident concerning this matter of no fmall mo- 
ment, they will pronounce that fcntence that (hall be juft, 
and confentaneous to that extreme goodwill, which they 
bear to your highnefs, and no way unworthy the ^votirs 
by you conferred upon them. Of which that your high* 
ncis might not make the lead queflion in the mean time, 
we were willing to certify your highncfi by this exprefi 
on purpofc font, that we (hall omit no opportunity, to 
tefliiy how greatly we value yourfriendlhip. 

Weftminftcr, Sealed with the Parliament Seal, 

Dec. 14, 1652. and fubfcribcd. 

Speaker, &c. 

The Council of State of the Pepublic of England, to 
the moft Serene Prince, Frederick, Hcirct Norway, 
Duke of Sleswick, Holsatia, Stormaria, Dit- 
MARSH, Count in Oldenburgh and Delmenhorst, 
Greeting. 

THOl'GH ithaspleafedthe moftwifeGod, and mofl: 
merciful Moderator of all things, befides the burden 
which he laid upon us in common with our anceflors, to 
wage moft juft wars in defence of our liberty againft 
tyrannical ufurpation, fignally alio to fuccour us with 
thole aufpices and that divine aflfiftance, beyond what he 
afforded to our predcceiTors, that we have been able not 
only toextinguiih a civil war, but to extirpate the caules 
of it for the iuture, as alio to repel the uncxpedted vio^ 
lences of foreign enemies ; neverthelefs, with grateful 
minds, as much as in us lies, acknowledging the fame 
iavour and benignity of the Supreme Deity towards us^ 
we are not fo puffed up with the fuccels of our affairs, 
))uc that rather inftruc^ed in the lingular juftice and pro* 
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Vidcnce of God, and having had long experience of our- 
. felves, we abominate the thoughts of war, if poilible to 
be avoided, and mofl eagerly embrace peace with all men. 
Therefore, asf hitherto we never were the firft that vio? 
lated or defired the violation of that friendfliip, or thofe 
jincient privileges of leagues, that have been ratified be- 
" tween us and any princes or people whatever ; fo your 
h'ighnels, in confideration of your ancient amity with 
the EngliQi, left us by our anceftors, may, with a mod 
certain affurance, proinife both yourfclfand your people 
all things equitable, and all things friendly from us, 
Laftly, as we highly value, which is no more than what 
is juft and reafonable, the teftimonies of yo^ir aflfeftion 
and good offices offered us, fo we (hall make it our bufi- 
nefs, that you may not at any time be fenfible of the 
want of ours, either to yourfelf or yours. And fo we 
mofl heartily recommend your highpefs to the omnipo* 
tent protedlion of the Almighty God. 

Whitehall, Sealed with the Council Seal, 

July — 1653. and fubfcribed, Prefident, 

To the Count of Olpen^urgh. 

Moll lUuftrious Lord, 

THE Parliament of the Commonwealth of England 
have received an extroardinary congratulation from 
your excellency, moft kindly and courteoufly delivered 
to us by word of mouth by Herman Mylius, your coun- 
fellor and doftor of laws: who wifhed all things lucky 
and pro(perous, in your name, to the parliament- and 
Englifh intereft, and defired that the friendftiipof this 
' republic might remain inviolable within your territories. 
He alfo defired letters of fafe conduft, to the end your 
fubjefts may the more fecurely trade and fail from place 
to place \ together with our orders to our public minis- 
ters abroad, to be aiding and affifting to your excellency 
and your interefts with their good offices and counfels. 
To which requefls of his we willingly confented, and 
granted both our friendfliip, the letters defired, and our 
orders to oujr public minifters ynder the feal oj thcpar- 
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liamcnt. And though it be fomc months ago fincc your 
public minifter firft came to us, however that delay 
neither arofe from any unwillingnefs on our part to 
aflcnt to the requeft made in your excellency's name, or 
that your deputy was at any time wanting in his fedulity 
(whofe folicitations were daily and ^arncft with all the 
diligence and importunity that became him, to the end ' 
he might be difpatched) but only it happened fo, that at 
that time the grcateft and mod weighty affairs of the 
republic were under debate and ferious negotiation. Of • 
which we thought meet to certify your illuftrious lord- 
fliip, left any body, through a falfe conftrudion of this 
delay, fhould think thbfe tavours unwillingly or hardly 
obtained, which were moft gladly granted by the parlia-» 
ment of the commonwealth of England. In whofe name 
thefeare commanded to be iigned. 

Henry Scobel, clerk of the parliament. 

To the moft Illuftrious and Noble Senators, Scultets, 
Landam, and Senators of the Evangelic Cantons 
of Switzerland, Zurick, Bern, Claris, Bale, 
ScHAFFHusEN, Appenzel, alfo the Confederates of 
the fame Religion in the Country of the Orisons, 
of Geneva, St. Gall, Malhausen and Bienne, our 
deareft friends ; 

YOUR letters, moft Illuftrious Lords and deareft con- 
federates, dated December twenty four, full of civility, 
goodwill, and (ingular affcclion towards us and' our 
republic, and what owght always to be greater and more 
(acred to us, breathing fraternal and truly chriftian cha- 
rity, we have received. And in the firft place, we re- 
turn thanks to Almighty God, who has raifed and 
eftablifti^ both you and fo many noble cities, not fo 
much intrenched and fortified with thofe enclofures of 
•mountains, as with your innate fortitude, piety, moft 
prudent and juft adminiftration of government, and the 
faith of mutual confederacies, to be a firm and inaccef- 
fible flielter for all the truly orthodox. Now then that 
you who over all Europe were the firft of mortals, who 
9ftwr deluges of b^barous tyrants from the north, I^icavcn 
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profpering your valour, recovered your libfcrtf, and 
fiein^ obtained, for fo many years havic preferved it 
vn tainted, with no le(s prudence and moderation ; that 
you (hould have fu£h noble ientiments of our liberty 
recovered ; that you, fuch finccre worfhippers of the 
gofpel, ihould be fo conftantly perfuaded of our love and 
aSedion for the orthodox faith, is that which is moft 
acceptable and welcome to us. But as to your exhort« 
ii^ us to peace, with a pious and aiiedtionate intent, as 
we arc fully aflured, certainly fuch an admonition ought 
to be of great weight with us, as well in refpedt of the 
thin^ itfelf which you perfuade, and which of all things 
is chiefly to be defired, as alfo for the great authority, 
whi(^ is to be allowed your lordfhips above others in 
this particular, who in the midft of loud tumultuous 
wars on every fide enjoy the fweets of peace both at 
home and abroad, and have approved yourfelves the 
beft example to all others of embracing and improving 
peace ; and laflly, for that you perfuade us to the very 
thing, which we ourfelves of our own accords, and that 
more than once, confulting as well our own, as the in« 
tereft of the whole evangelical communion, have begged 
by embafladors^ and other public minifters, namely, 
fi:iend(hip and a mod ftriA league with the United Pro* 
yinces. But how they treated our emba^adors Tent to 
them to negotiate, not a bare peace, but a brotherly 
amity and moft ftrid: league ; what provocations to war 
they afterwards gave us ; how they fdl upon us in our 
own roads, in the midft of their embaflador's negotia- 
tions for peace and allegiance, little dreaming any fuch 
violence ; vou will abundantly underftand by our decla- 
ration fet forth upon this fubje&, and fent you tc^ther 
withthefe our letters. But as for our parts, we arei 
wholly intent upon this, by God*s aflli(Unce» though 
profperous hitherto, fo to carry ourfelves, that we may 
neither attribute any thing to our own flrength or 
forces, but all things to God alone, nor be intently 
puffed up with our fuccefs; and we ftill retain the fame 
ready inclinations to embrace all occaiions of making ^ 
jufl and honeft peace. In the mean time yourfelves, 
lUuftrious and moft Excellent Lords, in whom this 
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noble and pious fedulity, out of mere evangelical affec- 
tion, exerts itfelf to reconcile and pacify contending 
brethren, as ye arc worthy rf all applaufe among men, 
fo doubtlefs will ye obtain the celeftial reward of peace* 
makers with God ; to wbofe fupreme benignity and fa- 
vour, we iKartily recommend in our prayers both you 
and yours, no lefs ready to make returns of all good 
offices both of friends and brethren^ if in any thing we 
may be ferviceable to your lordftiips. 

Weftminfter, Sealed with the Parliament Seal, and 
O6tob. 1653. fubicribed. Speaker, &c. 

To the Spanish EmbaiTador. 
Mod Illuftrlous Lord, 
UPON grievous complaints brought before us by 
Philip Noel, John GodaU and the fociety of merchants 
ofFoyin England, that a certain (hip of theirs called 
the Ann of Foy, an Englifh Ihip by them fitted out, and 
laden with their own goods, ia her return home to 
the port of Foy about Michaelmas lad, was unjuftly 
and without any caufe fet upon and taken by a certain 
privateer of Oftend, Erafmus Bruer commander, and 
the feamen unworthily and barbaroufly ufed : the council 
of ftate wrote to the marquis of Leda concerning 
it (a copy of which letter we al(b fend enclofed to 
your ejccellency) and expend from him, that with- 
out delay orders would have been given for the doing 
of juftice in this matter. Neverthelels after all this, the 
fbreiaid Noel, together with the faid company, make 
further heavy complaint, that although our letters were 
delivered to the marquis, and that thofe merchants fioni 
that time forward betook themfelves tp Bruges to the 
court there held for maritime caufes, and there aflerted 
ajkl proved their right, and the verity of their cauUbt 
vet that juftice was denied them; and that they were io 
hardly dealt with, that, though the caufe had been ripe 
for trial above three months, nevertheleis chey could ob- 
tain no fentence from that court, but that their (hip and 
goods are ftill detained, notwithftanding the great expen&s 
they have been at in profecuting their claim. Noir 
your excellency well knows it to be contrary to the 
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kw of nations, of traffic, and th_at friendfliip Which is at 
prefent fettled between the Englifh and Flemings, that ^ 
any Oftender (hould take any Englifh veffel, ir bound 
for England with^ Englifli goods; and that whatever 
was inhumanly and barbaroufly done to the EngliQi 
feamcn by that commander, deferves a rigorous punifli- 
ment. The council therefore recommends the whole 
matter to your excellency, and makes it their requeft, 
that you would write into Flanders concerning it, and 
take fuch fpeedy care, that this bufincfs may no longer 
be delayed, but thatjuftice may be done, in fuch a man- 
ner that the forefaid (hip, together with the damages, 
cofts, and intereft, which the Englifli have fuftained and 
been outof purfe, by reafon of that illegal feizure, may 
be reflored and made good to them by the authority of 
the court, or in fome other way ; and that care be taken, 
that hereafter no fuch violence be committed, but that 
the amity between our people and the Flemings may 
be preferved without any infringement. 

Signed in the name, and by the command 
of the council of ftate, appointed by au- 
thority of parliament. 

To the Marquis of Led A. 

GREAT complaints are brought before us by Philip 
Noel, John Godal, and the company of Foy merchants, 
concerning a fliip of theirs, called the Ann of Foy, which 
being aa Englifli veffel by them fitted out, and laden 
with their own goods, in her return home to her own 
port about Michaelmas laft, was taken unawares by a 
freebooter of Oftend, Erafmus Brucr commander. It 
is alfo further related, that the Oftenders, when the (hip 
was in their power, ufed the feamen too inhumanly, by 
fetting lighted match to their fingers, and plunging the 
raafter of the fliip in the fea till they almoft drowned 
him, on purpofe to extort a folfe confeffion from him, 
that the (hip and goods belonged to the French. Which 
. though the matter and the reft of the (hip's crew refo- 
lutely denied, ncverthelefs the Oftenders cartied away 
the (hip and goods to their own port. Thefe things, 
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ujx)n ftrift inquiry and examination of witnefles, have 
been made manifeft in the admiralty court in England, 
as will appear by the copies of the affidavits herewith lent 
your lordlhip. Now in regard that that fame (hip, called 
the Ann of Foy, and all her lading of merchandize and 
goods, belong truly and properly to Englifli, fo that there 
is no apparent rcafon why the Oftender Ihould feize by 
force either the one or the other, much lefs carry away 
the matter of the fhip, and ufe the fcamen fo unmerci- 
fully: and whereas according to the law of nations, and 
in refpedt of the friendfhip between the Flemings and 
the Englifti, that (hip and goods ought to be reftored : 
we make it our earneft requett to your excellency, 
that the Engli(h may have fpeedy juttice done, and that 
(atis&dion may be given for their lo(res, to the end the 
traffic and friend(hip, which is between the Englilh and 
FJemiiigs, may be long and inviolably pre(erved. 

To the Spanish EmbafTador. 

THE parliament of the commonwealth of England, 
underftanding that feveral of the people of this city 
daily rcfort to the houfc of your excellency, and other 
embaffadors and public minifters from foreign nations 
here re(iding, merely to hear mafs, gave order to the 
council of ftate, to let your excellency underftand, that 
whereas fuch refort is prohibited by the law^ of the na- 
tion, and of very evil example in this our republic, and 
extremely fcandalous ; that they deem it their duty, to 
take care that no fuch thing be permitted henceforward, 
and to prohibit all fuch aflemblies for the future. Con- 
cerning which, it is our defire, that your excellency 
fliould have a fair advertifement, to the end that hence- 
forth your excellency may be more careful of admifring 
any ot the people of this republic to hear maliVin your 
hou(e. And as the parliame^nt will diligently provide, 
that your excellency's rights and privileges (hall be pr - 
ferved inviolable, fo they perfuade themlelves, that your 
cxcelJenC)^ during your abode here, would by no means, 
that the laws of this republic (liould be violated by your- 
fclf oryour attendants. 

A Sum- 
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A Summary of the particular real Damages fuftained by 
the English Company, in many Places of the East^ 
Indies, from the Dutch Company in Holland. 

I. THE damages comprehended in the fixteen arti- 
cles, and formerly exhibited, amounting to 298555 
royals |, which is of our money 74638I. 15s. ood. 

a. We demand fatisfadtion to be given for the incomes 
of the ifland of Pularon, from the year fixteen hundred 
and twenty two,^ to this time, of two hundred thoufand 
ropls I, befides the future expenie, till the right of 
jurifilidiqn over that ifland be redored in the fame con- 
dition, as when it was wrefted out of our bands, 
as was by league agreed to, amounting of our money 
to - - - - - 50000I. COS. ood. 

3. We demand fatisfadtion for all the merchandize, 
proviiion, and furniture taken away by the agents of 
the Dutch company in the Indies, or to them delivered, 
or to any of their fliips bound thither, or returning 
home; which fum amounts to 80635 royals, of our 
money - - . - 201 58I. cos. ood, 

4. We demand fatisfadion for the cuftoms of Dutch 
merchandize laden on board their (hips in Pedia, or 
landed there from the year fixteen hundred and twen- 
ty four, as was granted us by the King of Perfia^ 
which we cannot value ;;M;- lefs than fburfcore thouland 
loyals - - - ■^,,« - 20000I. oos. ood. 

5. We demand &tis6£tion for four houfes malicioufly 
and unjufUy burnt at Jocatra, together with the ware- 
houies, magazines, and furniture, occafioned by the 
Dutch governor there, of all which we have information 
from the place itfelj^ after we had exhibited our 
firft complaints : the total of which damage we value 
at - - - * - 50000I. 00s. ood^ 

We demand fatisfadHon for thirty two thoufand 
eigjbt hundred and ninety nine pound of pepper^ 
taken out of the (hijp Endymion in fixteen hun-* 
dred and forty nine, the total of which damage amcmnts 
to ^ • - *• - 6000I. 00s. ood, 

•I2&7961. 15s. cxxl. 

A Sum- 
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A Summary of fome particular Damages fuftained alfo 
from the Dutch East-India Company. 

1. FOR damages fuftained by thofe who befieged 
Bantam, whence it came to pafs, that for (ix years toge- 
Jther .we were excluded from that trade, and confe- 
quently from an opportunity of laying out in pepper fix 
hundred thoufand royals, with which we might have 
laden our homeward bound (hips ; for want of which 
lading they rotted upon the coaft of India. In the mean 
time our dock in India was wafted and confumed in 
mariners wages, provifion, and other furniture; fo that 
they could not value their lofs at lefs than twenty hun- 
dred and four thoufand royals - - 600000L oos. cod. 

2. More for damages by reafon of our due part loft of 
the fruits in the Molucca iflands, Banda and Aniboyna, 
from the time that by the flaughter of our men we were 
thence expelled, till the time that we fliall be fatisfied 
for our lofs and expenfes; which fpace of time, from 
the year fixteen hundred and twenty two, to this pre^ 
fent year fixteen hundred and fifty, for the yearly 
revenue of 250000 lib. amounts in twenty eight years 
to - - -.---.-- ^oooooi. oos. ood. 

3. We demand fatisfaflion for one hundred and two 
thoufand nine hundred and fifty nine royals, taken 
from us by the Mogul's people, whom the Dutch pro- 
te6ted in fuch a manner, that we never could repair our 
lofles out of the money or goods of that people, which 
,lay in their junks, which we endeavoured to do, and 
was in our power, had not the Dutch unjuftly defended 
them. Which loft money we could have trebled ia 
Europe» and value at - - - - - 77200I. oos. cod. 

4« For the cuftoms of Perfia, the halt part of which 
was by the king of Perfia granted to the Engli(h» anno 
fixteen hundred and twenty four. Which to the year 
fixteen hundred and twenty nine, is valued at eight 
thouland royals; to which add the four thoufand lib. 
which- they are bound to pay fince fixteen hundred and 
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twenty nine, which is now one and twenty yetrs> and it 
snakes up the fum of « - • - 84000L oos. ood. 

From the firft account • - 220796!. 15s. ood* 

■ I ^— ^"M* ^— — ^ 

Sum total • - • * • 1681996I. 15s. ood. 
The intereft from that time will far exceed the principaL 
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LETTERS 

WHITTEN IN THE NAME OF 

OLIVER THE PROTECTOR. 
To the Count of Oldenburgm. 

Moll Illuftrious Lord, 

< 

BY your letters dated January twenty, fix teen hun- 
dred and fifty four, I have been given to underftaqd, 
that the noble Frederic Matthias Wolifo^ and Chrif- 
topher Griphiander were fent with certain commands 
from your illuftrious lordfhip into England ; who when 
they came to us, not only in your name congratulated 
our having taken upon us the government of the Eng* / 
liffi republic, but alfo defired, thac ybu and your tern* 
tones might be comprehended in the peace which we 
are about to make with the Low Countries, and that we 
would confirm by our prefent authority the letters of 
(afecondud lately granted your lordfhip by the parlia- 
ment. Therefore in the firft place we return your lord- 
fliip our hearty thanks for your friendly congratulation, 
as it becomes us; and thefe will let you know that we 
have readily granted your two requefts. Nor (hall you 
find us wanting upon any opportunity, which may at 
any time make manifeft our affedion to your lordfliip* 
And this we are apt to believe you will underftand more 
at large from your agents, whofe fidelity and diligence 
in this affair of yours, in our court, has been eminently 
confpicuous* As to what remains, we moft heartily wifh 
the bleffings of profperity and peace, both upon you and 
your affairs. 

Your illuftrious lord (hip's moft affedionate, 
Oliver, protestor of England, Scotland^ 
and Ireland, &c. 

B 1 2 To 
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To the "Count of Oldenburgh* 

Moft Illufbrious Lord, 

WE received your letters, dated May-the fecohd, firom 
Oldenburgh, mofl: welcome upon more than one ac- 
count; as well for that they were full of fingular civility 
and goodwill towards us, as'becaufe they were delivered 
by the hand of the moft illuftrious count Anthony, your 
beloved fon; which we look upon as fo ihuch the 
-greater honour, as not having trufted to report, but 
'with our own eyes, and by our own obfervatiott dif- 
cerned his virtues becoming fuch an* illuftrious extrac- 
tion, his noble manners and inclinations, and laftly, hit 
extraordinary afTeftlon toward ourfelves. Nor is it to 
be queftioned but he difplays to his own .people the 
iame fair hopes at home, that he will approve himfelf 
the Ton of a mod worthy and moft cfxcdlent father, 
whole (ignal virtue and prudence has all aloqg fi) itt« 
naged affairs, that the whole territory of Oldenburgh 
for many years has enjoyed a profound peace, and all the 
bleflings of tranquilhty, in the midft of the ragiog cob- 
ftifions of war thundering on every fide. What rcafon 
therefore why we fliould not value fuch a fnendflitp, 
that can fo wifely and providentially (hun the enmity 
of all men? Laftly, moft illuftrious lord, it is for your 
•magnificent *prefent that we return you thanks; bbt 
it is of righf, and your merits claim, that we are Cor- 
dially, 

Your illuftrious lordftiip^s moft: affeftioiditey 

Weftminfter, OLIVER, &c 

* June 29, 1654* wj-ixT x-x*, ofcw 

Superfcribed, To the moft Illuftrious Lord, Amthovt 
GuNTHiR, count in Oldenburgh and Delmenhorft, 
lord in Jehvern and Kniphaufen. 



** The horfec which threw him out of the costch^box* 
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Oliver, Protcftor of the Commonwealth of England, 
Scotland, and Ireland, &c., To the mod Serene 
Prince Charles Gustavus Kin^ of the Swedes, 
Goths, and Vandals, Great Pnnce of Finland, 
Duke of EsTHONiA, Carelia, Breme, Verden, 
Stettin inFoMERANiA,CASSUBiA, andVANDALiA; 
Prince of Rugia, Lord of Ingkia, Wismaria, as 
alfo Count Palatine of the Rhine, and Duke of 
Bavaria, Cleves, and Monts, &c.. Greeting. 

Mod Serene King, 

THOUGH It be already divulged over all the worlds 
that the kingdom of the Swedes is tranflated to your 
majefty with the extraordinary applaufe and defires of 
the people, and the free fuflFragcs of all the orders of 
tlic realm ; yet that your majefty (hould rather choofe, 
that we (hould underftand the welcome hews by your 
mod friendly letters, than by the common voice of. 
iame» we thought no fmall argument both of your 
goodwill towards us, and of the honour done us among 
the firft. Voluntarily therefore and of right we con- 
gratulate this acceffion of dignity to your egregious 
merits, and the mod worthy guerdon of fo much vir^ 
tue. And that it may be lucky and profperous to your 
majefty I to the nation of the Swedes, and the true 
chriiliaa intereft, which is alfo what you. chiefly with, 
with joint fupplications we implore of God. And 
whereas your majefly aflures us, that the preierving en^ 
tire the league and alliance lately concluded between 
this republic and the kingdom of Sweden flull be fo far 
your care, that the prefent amity may not only continue 
firm and inviolable, but, if po0iblc, every day increafc 
and grow to a higher perfection, to call it into queftion. 
would be a piece of impiety, after the word of fo great 
a prince once interpofed, whofe furpaflSng fortitude has 
not only purchafed your majefty an hereditary king- 
dom in a foreign land, but alio could fo far prevail, that 
the moft auguft queen, the daughter of Guftavus, and 4 
beroels fo matchlefs in all degrees of praife and mafcu* 
Xffifi renowui that many ages backward have not pro-* 
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duccd her equal, furrendered the moft juft poffeflion o 
her empire to your majefty, neither expeding nor will- 
ing to accept it. Now therefore it is our main defire, 
your majefty fliould be every way affured, that your fo 
Angular afFedion toward us,, and fo eminent a fignifica- 
tion of your mind, can be no other than moft dear and 
welcome to us; and that no combat can offer itfelf to 
us more glorious, than fuch a one wherein we niay, if 
poffible, prove viftorious in outdoing your majefty's 
civility by our kind offices, that never (hall be wanting. 

Your majefty*s moft affedionate, 

Oliver, protedor of the common- 
Weftminftcr, wealth of England, Scotland, and 

July 4, 1654. Ireland, &c. 

To the moft lUuftrious Lord, Lewis Memdez de Haio. 

WHAT we have underftood by your letters, moft il- 
luftrious lord, that there is an embaflador already no- 
minated and appointed by the moft ferene kin^ of opain, 
on purpofe to come and congratulate our having under- 
taken the government of the republic, is not only dc- 
fervedly acceptable of itfelf, but rendered much more 
welcome and pleafing to us by your lingular affedion, 
and the fpeed of your civility, as being deiirous wc 
ftiould underftand it firft of all from yourfelf. For, to 
be fo beloved and approved by your lordfbip, who by 
your virtue and prudence have obtained fo great autho- 
rity with your prince, as to prefide, his equal in mind, 
over all the moft important affairs of that kingdom, 
ought to be (b much the more pleafing to us, as well 
underftanding that the judgment of a furpaffing perfon 
cannot but be much to our honour and ornament. 
Now as to our cordial inclinations toward the king of 
Spain, and ready propenfity to hold friendfliip with 
that kingdom, and increafe it to a fttider perfedion, 
we hope we have already fatisfied the prcfent embafla- 
dor, and (hall more amply fatisfy the other, fo foon as 
he arrives. As to what remains, moft illuftrious lord, 
we heartily wiflj the dignity and favour, wherein you 

rioW 
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now flourifti with your prince, perpetual to ypur lord- 
fliip ; and whatever affairs you carry on for the public 
good, may profperoufly and happily fucceed. 

Your illuftrious lordftiip's moft affeftionate, 
Whitehall, Sept. 1654. OLIVER, &c. 

To the mod Serene Prince, Charles Gustavus 
Adolphus, King of the Swbpbs, Goths, and Van« 

DALS, &c. 

BEING fo well aflured of your majefty's goodwill 
towards me by your laft letters, in anfwer to which 
I wrote back with the fame affedion, methinks I fliould 
do no more than what our mutual amity requires, if as 
I communicate my grateful tidings to reciprocal joy, fo 
when contrary accidents fall out, that I (bould lay opea 
the (enfe and grief of my mind to your majefty, as my 
deareft^firiend. For my part, this is my opinion of my 
felf, that I am now advanced to this degree in the com- 
monwealth, to the end I (hould confult in the firfl place 
and as much as in me lies, for the common peace of the 

Eroteftants. Which is th6 reafon, that of neceflity it be« 
oves me more grievoufly to lay to heart what we are 
forry to hear concerning the bloody confliAs and mu- 
tual (laughters of the Bremeners and Swedes. But this 
I chiefly bewail, that being both our friends, they fliould 
(b defpitefully combat one againfl: another, and with fo 
much danger to the intereils of the proteftants ; and that 
the peace of Munfter, which it was thought would have 
proved an afylum and fafeguard to all the proteftants, 
fliould be the occafion of fuch an unfortunate war, that 
now the arms of the Swedes are turned upon thofe. 
whom but a little before, among the reft, they moft 
ftoutly defended for religion's fake ; and that this fliould 
be done more efpecially at this time, when the papifts 
are (aid td perfecute the reformed all over Germany, and 
to return to their intermitted for (bme time oppref- 
fions, and their priftine violences. Hearing therefore, 
that a truce for fome days was made at Breme, I could 
•not forbear fignifying to your majefty, upon this op* 
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portunity 6fltrdij hdw cordiaaiy I dcfiit*, ini hHi^ *tf- 
licftly I irtiploTt tlvc God of peace, tBat this trace thscf 
pix)ve fuccefsfiilly happy for the good of both partWS^ 
and that it may conclude in a mod fitm peace, by a com- 
modious accommodation on both (ides. To which pur«. 
pofe, if youi" rtiajefty judges that my affitl'ance may ihjF 
ways conduce, I moft willingly offer and promifc it, as 
ih a thiAg, without queltion, mbft acceptable to thi 
flioft holy God. In the ihcto time, from the bbftom 
of my heart, I befeech the Almighty to direct aAd go- 
tern all your counfels foir the comnlbn welfare of the 
chriftian intereft, which I tiiaki ho doubt but that your 
Aiajefty chiefly defires. 

Whitehall, Your majfefty's ftioft aflfeaionite, 

Oftob.26, 1654. OLIVER, &c. 

To the Magnificent and moft Noble, the Confuls and 

Senators of the City of Br^mi. 

BY your letters delivered to us by your refident 
Henry Olderiburgh, that there is a diflbrenc^ kindled 
between yott city and a moft potent nei|hboiir» and 
to what flraits yod are thereby reduced, with fo much 
the more trouble and grief we enderftsQid, by hoi» 
inuch the more we love and embrace the city <^ Bremei 
ib eminent above others for their profeffion of tb6 
orthodox &ith. Neither is there ^ny thing which we 
account fiibre facred in our wifhes, thsiii that the whol^ 
^roteflaht name would knit and grow together in bro^ 
therly tinity and coiicord. In the mean time, ifiofl cer^ 
tain it is, that the comitibA etiemy of the refoTniied re<* 
joices at thefe our diflfertfions, ind more ha^ughtily etrerf 
where exerts his ftiry. Biit in regard the coritrovcrff) 
whith at prefect esfercifes ypilr contending afftls, is not 
within the power of our decifion, We implore the Al- 
hiighty G6d, thit the truce begun may obtiin a happy 
ifFuc. Afluredly, as to whit you defired, wft hate writ? 
ten to the king of the Swedes, exhorting hifti to ptact 
and agreement, as feeinjg mofl chiefly gratrful to Hea^ 
ten, and have oBefed our affiftance in fo picMis a woric 
On the other fide, ^e likeWife exhort youtf^es t^ betf 
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#f «qual mind, and by no means f o* ttfufe atoy honcfll 
oonditioris of reconeiliation. And fo we recommend 
your city tO'Divine Protedion and Frovidence* 

Your l'ordftiip*s moft aflfe&ionatCt 

^ Whitehall, Oliver, protcftor of the €omaio»< 

Qft. 26» 1654, wealth of England, &c. 

Oliver, Proteftor of the Republic of EticL amd^ to» the 

moft lUuftrious Prince of Tarentum. 

YOUR love of religion apparently made known inyotrf 
iettert to ui^ ddivcred, and your excelling piety and 
Angular aficftion to the reformed churches, more c?(pe- 
cially confidering the nobility and fplendour of your 
chara&er, and in a kingdom too, wherein there are. ib 
tnanyand fuch abounding hopes propofed to all of emi- 
nent quality that revolt ftom the orthodox faith, fo 
many miferics to be undergone by the relblute and con- 
ftanf , gave us an occaiion of great joy and conlblation of 
mind. Nor wsb it lefs grateful to us, that we had 
gained ]^ur good opinion, upon the (kme account of 
religion, which ought to render your highncfs moft 
chieflv beloved and dear to oorfelves. We call God 
to witnefs, that whatever hopes or expeftations the 
churches, according to your relation, had of us, we maf 
be able one day to give them (atbfaftion, if need require, 
or at leaft to demonftrate to all men, how much it i^ our 
defire never to fail them. Nor fhould we think any 
fruit of our labours, Or of this dignitv or fupreme em- 
ployment which we hold in otir repuolic, greater than 
that W€ might be in a condition to be ferviceable to the 
enlargement, or the welfare, or which is more (acred, 
to the peace of the reformed church. In the mean time, 
we exhort and befeech your lordQiip, to remain ftedfaft 
to the lafk minute in the orthodox religion, with the 
famb refokition and conftancy, as you profefs it received 
fronf your anceflors with piety and zeal. Nor indeed 
ca* there be any thing* more worthy yourfelf, or your 
rel^ous parents, nor in confideration of what you h^vfe 
ifeferved of us, though we wifh all things for your own 
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iake, that we can wifli more noble or advant^eous ti> 
your lordfhip, than that you would take fuch methods^ 
and apply yourfelf to fuch ftudies, that the churches^ 
cfpecially of yqur native country, under the difciplin? 
of which your birth and genius have rendered you il- 
luilriouilj happy, may be fenfible of fo much the more 
aflured fecurity in your proteftion, by how much you 
excel others in luftre and ability, 

Whitehall, April — , 1654, 

Oliver, the Protcftor, &c., To the moft Serene Prince, 
Immanuel Duke of Sayovj Prince of Piemont, 
Greeting. 

Moft Serene Prince, 

LETTERS have been fent ui from Geneva, as alio 
from the Dauphinate, and many other places bordering 
upon your territories, wherein we are given to under-, 
ftand, that fuch of your royal highnefs's fubjedts, as 
profefs the reformed religion, are commanded by your 
cdift, and by your authority, within three days after 
the promulgation of your edift, to depart their native 
feats and habitations, upon pain of capital punifbmem, 
and forfeiture of all their fortunes and eftates, unlefs 
they will give fecurity to relinquilh their religion with- 
in twenty days, and embrace the Roman catholic &ith. 
And that when they applied themfelves to your royal 
highnefs in a molt fuppliant manner, imploring a revo* 
cation of the faid edidk, and that being received into 
priftine favour, they might be rcftored to the liberty 
granted them by your pre^ceflbrs, a part of your army 
fell upon them, moft cruelly flew feveral, put others in 
chains, and compelled the reft to fly into defert places, 
and to the mountains covered with fnow^ where fome 
hundreds of families are reduced to fuch diflxeis, that 
it is greatly to be feared, they will in a (hort time all 
miferiably perifli through cold and hunger. Thefc 
things, when they were related to us» we could is^t 
choofe but be touched with extreme grief and com[^« 
fipn rfor th$ fuflferings and caUmities of this affli&c4 
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people; Now in regard we muft acknowledge ourfelyes 
linked together not only by the feme tie of humanity, 
but by joint communion of the fame religion» we 
thought it impoffibie for us to iatisfy our duty to God^ 
to brotherly charity, or our profeffion of the &me rrli- 
eion, if we (hould only be affeded with a bare forrow 
for the mifery and calamity of our brethren, and. not 
contribute all our endeavours, to relieve ami fuccouf 
them in their unexpefted adveriity, as much as in us 
lies. Therefore in a greater meafure we mod eameftly 
befeech and conjure your rpyal hiehnefs, that yot| 
would call "back to your thoughts the moderation ti 
your moft ferene predcccjQTors, and the liberty by thena 
granted and confirmed from time to time to their fub- 
je£b the Vaudois. In granting and confirming which, 
as they did ' that which without all queftion was moll 
grateful to God, who has been pleafed to referve the 
jurifdidion and power over the confcience to himfelf 
alone, fo there is no doubt, but that they had a due con- 
fideration of their fubjeds alfo, whom they found (lout 
and moft &ithful in war, and always obedient in peacc^ 
And as your royal Serienity in other things moft laud-* 
ably follows the 'foot fteps of^ your immortal anceftors, fb 
we s^n and ag^n beieech your royal highneis, not to 
fwerve firom the path wherein they trod in this particu- 
lar ; but that you would vouchfafe to abrogate both 
this edid, and whatfoever elfe may be decreed to the 
difturbance of your fubjeds upon the account of the 
reformed religion ; that you would ratify to them their 
conc^od privileges and priftine liberty, and command 
theirlofles tobe repaired, and that an end be put to 
their oppreffions. Which if your royal highneis (hall 
be pleafed to fee performed, you will do a thing moft 
acceptable to God, revive and comfort the miferable in 
dire calamity, and moft highly oblige all your neigh- 
bours, that profefs the refonqed religion, but more 
efpecially ourfelves, who (hall be bound to look upon 
your clemency and benignity toward yoiir fubjeds as 
the fruit of our earneft Tolicitation. Which will both 
engage us to a reciprocal return of a)l good offices, and 
by the folid foundations not (^n\y of cfftablifhing, but 
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iacreafing sdKftaee and fricndfliip bct uc m thisr itpohUe 
and jo\xt dominions.^ Nor do we Jefs prottiie lhi& ta 
ourfelvies from )x>\ir juilke imd moderation ; to ^ich 
vit bcreech Almighty God to indiiiie your mind and 
thoughts. And £ we cordially implore juft Heaven to 
befiow upon your highneis and your people the btefllngs. 
of peace and trutb, and proiperous fuccei^ in all your 
a&irs* 

Whitehall, May— 1655, 

Otivu, Protedorof the Republic of England, to the 
moft Serene Prince of TRANftiitVANiA. Creating. 

Moll Serene Prince, 

BY your letters of the fixteenth of November, fix teen 
hundred and fifty four, you have made us fenfible of 
your lingular goodwill and a0e£Hon towards us; and 
]K>ur envoy, who delivered thofe letters to us, more am- 
ply declared your defire of contra&ing alliance and 
friendfhip witli us* Certainly ibr^ our parts we do not 
a litde rejoice at this opportunity offered us, to d&< 
dare and make manifefl our aflfeftion to your highnefs, 
and how great a value we juftly fet upon your perfoB« 
But after &me had reported to us yoiu* egre^ous me- 
rits and labours undertaken in behalf oi the chriftian 
republic, when you were pleafed that all theft things, 
^nd what y<xa have farther in your thoughts to do ia 
the defence and for promoting the chriftian intereft, 
(hould be in friendly manner imparted te us l^ letters 
from vourfelf^ this afibrded us a more plentiful occa^ 
lion or joy and iatisfadion, to bear that God, in thofe 
remoter regions, had raifed up to bimielC fo potent ^xA 
xenowned a minifter of his glory and providence ; and 
that this great minifter of heaven, fb famed fer his cou-» 
rage and (uccefs, (hould be defirous to aflbciatp with ua 
in the common defence of the proteftant religion, at thb 
time wickedly aflailed by words and deeds. Nor is it 
to be queftioned but that God, who has infoled into ua 
both, though feparated by fuch a fpacious interval of 
jpany climatc^^ th^ fame dcfints and thoughts of defirn^^ 



iAUers of State. ^i 

lug the otthodok religion, will be our inftruftor and 
author of tlie ways >and means whereby we may be aflift* 
ant and ufeful to ourfelves and the reft of the reformed 
cities ; provided we watch all opportunities, that God 
^fral) put into our hands, and be not wanting to lay bottl 
of them. In the mean time we cannot without an ex- 
treme and penetrating forrow forbear putting your 
highnefs in mind, how unmercifully the duke ot Savay 
has perfecuted his own fubjeds, profefling the orthodox 
£iith, in certain valleys^ at the feet of the Alps : whom 
he has not only conftrained by a moil fevere edi6t, as 
many as refufe to embrace the catholic religion, to for- 
(ake their xutive habitations, goods, and eftates, but 
has &llen upon them with his army, put feveral moll 
cruelly to the fword, others niore barbaroufly tormented 
CO death, and driven the greateft number to the moun^- 
tains, there to be confumed with cold and hunger^ ex- 
pofing their houfes to the fury, and their goods to the 
plunder of his executioners. Thefe things, as they have 
.jilready been related to your highnefs, fo we readijy 
aflure ourfelves, that fo much cruelty cannot but be 
grievoufly difpleaiing to yoyr ears, and that you will 
not be wanting to anord your aid and fuccour to thofe 
miierable wretches, if there be any that furvive fo n^qy 
#ilaughters and calamities. Tor our parts, we have writ- 
ten to the duke of Savoy, < befeeching him to remove his 
incenfed anger from hisTubjeds; as alfo to-the kingof 
France, that he would voucb(afe to do the iame; aad 
la(Uy, to the princes of the reformed rel^ibn, to the end 
they mi^ht underftand our fentiments concerning fo 
fell and lav^e a piece of cruelty. Which, though ficft 
begun upon thole poor and helplefs . people, however 
•threatens all that profefs the fame religion^ and there 
foreimpofes upon all a greater neceflSty of providing 
for themfelves in general, and confulting the common 
Safety ; which is the courie that we (ball always follow, 
as God (hall be pleafed to dipeA us. Of which your 
hjghnefi may be aflured, as al(b of our fincerity and 
• aifeftion to your (erenity, whereby we are engaged to 
wifliaU pcttiTperous fuccefs to your affairs^ and a happy 
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iflue of all your enterprifes and endeavotirs^ in afiertiog 
the liberty of the gofpel, and the worlhippers of it« 

Whitehall, May — ^ 1655, 

Oliver, ProteAor, to the mod Serene Prince, CHA&Lis 
GusTAVus Adolphus, King of theSwiDis, Greetuig. 

WE make no queftion, but that the fame of that mcft 
rigid edift has reached your dominions, whereby the 
duke of Savoy has totally ruined his proteftant fubjeAs 
inhabiting the Alpine valleys, and commanded them to 
be exterminated from their native feats and habitations, 
tinlefs they will give fecurity to renounce their religion 
deceived from their forefathers, in exchange for the Ro- 
man catholic fuperflition, and that within twenty days 
at fartheft ; fo thatmany being killed, the reft ftripped 
to their ikins, and expofed to moft certain deftrui^ion, 
are now forced to wander over defert mountains, and 
through perpetual winter, together with their wives 
and children, half dead with cold and hunger: and that 
your majefty has laid it to heart, with a pious forrow 
and compaflionate confideration, we as little doubt. 
For that the proteftant name and caufe, although they 
differ among themfelves in fome things of little confc- 
^uence, is neverthelefs the fame in general, and united 
in one common intereft j the hatred of our adverfaries^ 
alike incenfed againft proteftants, very cafily demon*^ 
ftrates. Now there is no body can be ignorant, that the 
kings of the Swedes have always joined with the re- 
formed, carrying their viftorious arms into Germany 
in defence of the proteftants without diftinftion. There- 
fore we make it our chief requeft, and that in a more 
cfpecial manner to your majefty, that you would folicit 
the duke of Savoy by letters ; and, by interpofing your 
intermediating authority, endeavour to avert the horrid 
cruelty of this edift, if poffible, from people no lefi in- 
nocent than religious. For we think it fuperfluous to 
admonifli your majefty whither thefe rigorous begin- 
• nings tend, and what they threaten to all the proteftants 
in general. But if he rather choofe to liften to bis 
anger, than to our joint entreaties and interceffions ; if 

there 
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there be any tic, iany charity or communion of religion 
to be believed and worfhipped, upon confultations duly 
firft communicated to your majefly, and the chief of 
the proteftant princes, fome other courfe is to be fpeedily 
taken, that fuch a numerous multitude of our innocent 
brethren may not miferably perifh for want of fuccour 
and affiftance. Which, in regard we make no cjueftion 
but that it is your majefty's opmion and determination, 
there can be nothing in our opinion more prudently 
refolved, than to join our reputation, authority, coun* 
fels, forces, and whatever elfe is needful, with all the 
fpeed that may be« in purfuance of fo pious a deiign. 
In the mean time^ we befeech Almighty God to bleii 
yourmajefty. 

Olivm, Proteftor, &c., to the High and Mighty Lords, 
the States of the United Provinces. 

WE make no queftion, but that you have already 
been informed of the duke of Savoy's edid, fet forth 
againft his fubjeds inhabiting the valleys at the feet of 
the Alps, ancient profeflbrs of the orthodox faith ; by 
which edid, they are commanded to abandon their na* 
tive habitations, flripped of all their fortunes, unlefs 
ivithin twenty days they embrace the Roman fiiith ^ and 
with what cruelty the authority of this edid has raged 
againfl a needy and harmleis people, many being (lain 
by the foldiers, the reft plundeml and driven from their 
lK>ufes^ together with their wives and children, to com- 
bat cold and hui^er among defert mountains, and per- 
petual fnow. Thefe things with what commotion of 
mind you heard related, what a fellow-feeling of the 
calamities of brethren pierced your breafts, we readily 
conjeftured fix>m the depth of our own forrow, which 
certainly is moft heavy and afflidive. For being en- 
gaged together by the fame tie of religion, no wonder 
we (hould be fo deeply moved with the fame affedions 
upon the dreadful and undeferved fufferings of our 
brethren. Beiides, that your confpicuous piety and 
charity toward the orthodox, wherever overborn and 
opprefiedi has been frequently experienced in the moft 

uiging 



|t4 hmm^J^iMi. 

uigh^Tfltitts aAd cxlamitks 4if the churcliQS. i£or/in^ 
own party unle& iny thoughts deceive me^ there is n(H 
tbing.wheiein I ihould deiire more willingly to .be .over- 
conie^ that in ;gocdwill and x:barity, towatd bte<^reo 
of the fame religion, zS^iQcsA .add wronged in their 
quiet enjoyments; vas being one that would be accounted 
always ready to prefer the p^ace and ikfety .of ithe 
^churches before my particular interefts. .So far thare- 
ibreas Iiitberto lay in our .power, .we have written to 
4he duke of Savoy, .even«almoft«to fupplication, Jxfeedh* 
ing him, that he would admit into his breaft more 
{>lacid thoughts .and kinder efiedts of his favour Ttowacd 
iiis^moft innocent fubjefks.and fuppliants \ that .lie .would 
leftore the miferable to their habitations andeflptes, and 
grant them their priftine freedom in the exercife of 
^heir religion. Moreover, we Wrote lo .the chiefiift 
princes and :magifirates *of <the proteftants, jwhom we 
thought mpft nearly concerned in thele matter-s, -that 
they would lend us their aHiflance to entreat and .pacify 
the duke of Savoy in their beh^f* .And we mjPtke.po 
<Joubt now but you have done the fame, and perh^pji 
muth more* For this fo dangerous a precedent, gjiid 
jfltely renewed feverity of utmpft cruelty toward the le^ 
ibrmed9 if the authors pf it meet with proIperous^Tucce^ 
tto what apparent dangers it redux:es our religioq, we 
need not admonilh your prudence. On the qther fidCt 
if the duke (hall once but .permit himfelf . to.be atoned 
and. won by our united applications, not only our iif- 
fiided brethren, but . we ^ourielves (ball reap the nqbk 
;and abounding harvefl: and reward of this laborious 
^undertaking. ;But if .he dill pedSft in the lame pblli- 
.nate.refolutipns of reducing to utmoft extremity .thqfe 
jeqple, (among whom our religion was either difiemi- 
nated by .the firft do&ors of the go{pel,.and preferred 
.ficom the defilement of fuperftition, or elfe reftored ^t^ 
.its priftine fincerity long before other nations obt^- 
,td that felicity,) and determines tlieir utter extijpa* 
ytipn .and deilruftion ; we are i^eady to tak^ fuchotn^ 
«courfe and councils with yourfelves, in common .wit)i 
4he red of < our reformed friends and cpnfedeEates^ . ;(S 
,inay be moft neceflary for the prefervation of juft and 

good 
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good men, upon the brink of ineritable niin > and to 
make the duke himfelf fcnfible, that we can no longer 
neglefl: the heavy oppreffions and calamities of our or- 
thodox brethren. Farewel. 

To the Evangelic Cities of SwItzbulakd. 

. WE make no mieftion, but the late calamity of the 
Piedmontois, proreffing our religion, reached your ears 
before the unwelcome news of it arrived with us : who 
being a people under the proteftion and jurifdiftion of 
the duke of Savoy, and by a fevere edift of their prince 
commanded to depart their native habitations, unlcls 
within three days they gaVe fecurity to embrace the 
Roman religion, foon after were affailed by armed vio- 
lence, that turned their dwellings into llaughterhoufes, 
while others, without number, were terrified into ba- 
nifhment, where now naked and afflicted, without houle 
or home, or any covering from the weather, and ready 
to perifli through hunger and cold, they miferably wan- 
der thorough defert mountains, and depths of Ihow, to* 
gethcr with their wives and children. And far lefe rea- 
ion have we to doubt, but that fo foon as they came to 
your knowledge, you laid thefe things to heart, with a 
compaflion no iefs fenfible of their multiplied miferies 
than ourielves; the more deeply imprinted perhaps in 
your minds, as being next neighbours to the fufferers. 
Befides, that we have abundant proof of your lingular 
love and affcftion for the orthodox faith, of yoiir con- 
^ancy in retaining it, and your fortitude in defending 
It. Seeing then, by tlie moft ftrift communion of rdi* 
gion, that you, together with ourfelves, are all brethren 
idike, or rather one body with thofe unfortunate people; 
of which no member can be afflifted without the feel- 
ing, without pain, without the detriment and hazard of 
the reft; we thought it convenient to wricc to your 
lordfliips concerning this matter, and let you tmder* 
fiand, how much we believe it to be the general intereft 
of us all, as much as in us lies, with our common aid 
and fuccour to relieve our exterminated and indigent 
brethren i and not only to take care for rtmoying their 
Vol. IVr C c miferies 
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miferies and afflidtons, but alfo to provide, that the mi^ 
chief fprcad no farther, nor encroach upon ourfelves k 
general, encouraged by example and fuccefs. We havi 
written letters to the duke of Savoy, wherein we have 
mod eameftly befought him, out of his wonted de* 
mency, to deal more gently and mildly with his mofl: 
faithful fubjcds, and to reftore them, almoft ruined as 
they are, to their goods and habitations. And we are 
in hopes, that by thefe our entreaties, or rather by the 
united interceffions of us all, the moft ferene prince at 
kngth will be atoned, and grant what we have rcquefted 
with fo much importunity. But if his mind be obfti<% 
*nately bent to other determinations, we are ready t^ 
communicate 0\ir coafultations with yoursi, by what 
moil prevalent means to relieve and reeflablilh mod in* 
nocent men, and our moft dearly beloved brethren in 
Chriil, tormented and overlaid with fo many wrongs 
and oppreffions ; and preferve them from inevitable and 
undeferved ruin. Ot whofe wel&re and fafety, as I am 
affured, that you, according to your wonted piety, are 
moft cordiaUy tender ) fo for our own parts, we cannot 
but in our opinion prefer their prefervation befijre our 
moft important interefts, even the fafeguard of our own 
life. FareweL 

Weftminfter, O.P. 

May 19, 1655. 

Superfcribcd, To the moft Ilhiftrious and Potent 
Lords, the Confuls and Senators of the Proteftant 
Cantons and Confederate Cities of Switzerland, 
Greeting. 

To the moft Serene and Potent Prince, Lewis, King oi 

France. 

Moft Serene and Potent King ; 

BY your majefty*s letters, which you wrote in an* 
fwer to o^rs of the twenty fifth of May, we readily uh- 
derftandj that we failed not in our judgment, that the 
inhuman flaughter, and barbarous maflacres of thofc 
men, who profefs the reformed religion in Savoy, per-- 

petr^ted 
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pctrdted by fothe of your regiments, were ttie effefts nei- 
ther of your orders nor commands. And it afforded us 
a lingular occafion of joy, to hear that your majefty had 
(b timely fignified to your colonels and officers, whofe 
violent precipitancy engaged them in ^thofe inhuman 
butcheries, without the encour^ement of lawful allow- 
ance, how difpleafin^ they were to Voiir majefty; that 
yOiM had ddmonifhed the duke himlelf to forbear fuch 
afti of cruelty ; and that you had interpofed with fo 
much fidelity and humanity all the high veneration 
p^^d you in that court, your near alUance and author 
rity, for reftOring to their ancient abodes thofc unfortu-^ 
nate exiles. And it Was bur hopes, that that prince 
would in fome meafure have condefcended to the good 
pleafure and interceflions of your majefty. Biit finding 
not any thing obtained, either by youf own, nor the 
entfeaties and importunities of other princes in the caufe 
of the dittrefled, we deemed ft not foreign from ouf 
duty, to fend this npble perfon, under the charaftef 
of our extraordinary envoy, to the duke of tJavoy, 
mote amply and fully to lay before him, how deeply 
ienfible we are of fuch exafperated cruelties infliftcd 
upon the profeffors of the feme religion with ourlclves, 
and all this too out of a hatred of the fame worfbip. 
And we have realbn 10 hope a fuccefs of this nego-* 
tiation io much the more profperous, if your majefty 
would vouchfafe to employ your authority and aflift- 
ance once again with fo muth the more urgent impor- 
tunity; and as you have undertaken for thole indigent 
people, that they will be faithful and obedient to their 
prince, fo you would be gracioufly pleafcd to take care 
of their welfare and fafety, that no farther opprcffions 
of this nature, no more fuch dilmal calamities may be 
the portion of the innocent and peaceful. This being 
truly royal and juft in itfelf, and highly agreeable to 
your benignity and clemency, which every where pro- 
tc^ in foft fecurity fo many of your fubjefts profefiing 
the fame religicm, we cannot but expeA, as it behoves 
tis» from your majefty. Which aft of yours, as it will 
more clofely bind to your fubjeAion all the proteftants 
throughout your fpacious dominions, whofe affeAronr 

c c 2 and 
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and fidelity to your predeceffors and youriclf in rtiott 
important diftrefles have been often confpicuouily made 
known : fo will it fully convince all foreign princes, that 
the advice or intention of your majefty were no way 
contributory to this prodigious violence, whatever in* 
flamed your minifters and officers to promote it. More 
efpecially, if your majefty (hall inflidl deferved punifh^ 
ment upon thofe captains and minifters, who of their 
own authority, and to gratify their own wills, adven* 
tured the perpetrating fuch dreadful adls of inhuman 
nity. In the mean while, fince your majefty has af* 
fured us of your juftly merited averfion to thefe moft 
inhuman and cruel proceedings, we doubt not but you 
will afford a fecure fanftuary and (helter within your 
kingdom to all thofe mifcrablc exiles, that rfiall fly to 
your majefty for protedion ; and that you will not give 
permiffion to any of your fubjefts, to aflift the duke of 
Savoy to their prejudice. It remains that we make 
known to your majefty, how highly we cfteem and va- 
lue your friendlhip ; in teftimony of which, wc farther 
affirm, there Ihall never be wanting upon all occalions 
the real alTurances and effcfts of our protcftation. 

Your majefty's moft affcftionatc, 
• Whirch.ill, Oliver, Protedor of the Com- 

Jaly 29, 1655. monwealth of England, &c. 

To the moft Eminent Lord, Cardinal Mazarine. 

Molt Eminent Lord Cardinal, 

HAVING deemed it necelfary to fend this noble pcr-\ 
fon to the king with letters, a copy of which is here en- 
clofed, we gave him alfo farther in charge, to falute your 
excellency in our name, as having entrufted to his fide^ 
lity certain other matters to be communicated to youf 
cminency. In reference to which affairs, I entreat your 
eminency to give him entire credit, as being a perfon io 
whom I have repofed a more than ordinary confidence, . 

Your eminency 's moft afFeftionatc, 
Whitehall, Oliver, Pfoteftor of the Corn- 

July 29, 1655. monwealth of England. 
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Oliver, Proteftor of the Commonwealth of England, 
To the mod Serene Prince, Frederic III., King of 
Denmark, Norway^ &c. . 

WITH what a fevcre and unmerciful edidt Immanuel 
-duke of Savoy has expelled from their native feats his 
fubjeds inhabiting the valleys of Piedmont, men other- 
wife harmlefg, only for many years remarkably famous 
for embracing the p«rity of religion ; and after a dread- 
ful flaughter of fome numbei*s, how he has expofed the 
reft to the hardfljips of thofe defert mountains, dripped 
to their fkins, and barred from all relief, we believe your 
majefty has long fince heard, and doubt not but youjr 
majefty is touched with a real commiferation of their 
Aifferings, as becomes fo puifTant a defender and prince 
of the reformed faith : for indeed the inftitutions of 
chriftian religion require, that whatever mifchiefs anft 
miferies any part of us undergo, it (hould behove us all 
to be deeply (enfible of the fame: nor does any man 
better than your majefty forefee, if we may ht thought 
able to give a right conjcAure of your piety and pru- 
dence, what dangers the fucccfs and example of this 
faft portend to ourfelves in particular^ and to the whole 
proteftant name in general. We have written the more 
willingly to yourfelf, to the end we might aflure your 
majefty, that the fame forrow, which we hope you have 
conceived for the calamity of our moft innocent bre- 
thren, the (ame opinion, the fame judgment you have of 
the whole matter, is plainly and fincerely our own. 
We have therefore fcnt our letters to the duke of Savoy, 
wherein wc have moft importunately bclbught him, to 
Ipore thofe miferable people, that implore his mercy, 
and that he would no longer fuflcr that dreadful edid 
to be in force : which if your majefty and the reft of 
the reformed princes would vouchlafe to do, as we are 
apt to believe they have already done, there is fome 
hope, that the anger of the moft ferene iluke may be 
afluaged, and that his indignation will relent upon the 
interceflion and importunities of his neighbour princes. 
Or if he perfift in his determinations, wcprotcft our- 
felves ready, together with your majefty, and the reft 
- CC3 of 
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of our confederates of the reforified religion, to tal^e 
fuch fpeedy methods, as may enable us, as for as in us 
lies, to relieve the diftreffes of fo many miferablc crca«» 
tures, and provide for their liberty and fafcty. In the 
mean time wc befe^ch Almighty God to blels your ^x^^ 
jefty witli-all profperity, 
Whitehall, May -^^^ 1655. 

Oliver, Protedtor of the Commonwealth of EnqlanDj 
&c., To the mod P^oble the Confuls ^nd Senators of 
the City of Geneva. 

WE had before mad^ knpwn to your lord(hii)s oiv 
exceffive forrow for tlie heavy aqd unheard of calami- 
ties of the protectants, inhabiting the vail^ of Pied« 
mont, whom the duke of Savoy perfecutes with fo much 

Suelty; but that we m^c it our bufiaefs, tik^% yoy 
ould at the f^me time underftand, th^t we are not 
only affefted with the multitude of their fufferipgs, but 
^re ufing the utjnoft gf our endeavours to relieve and 
comfort them in their diftreffes. To that purpofc we 
have taken care for ^ gathering of ^\ms to be mad? 
throughout thjs whole republic ; wlHph ypon goo4 
grounds we exped: will be iiich, as will dcn^onftrate thp 
nffedlion of this nation toward their brethren, labouring 
under the burden of fuch horrid inhumanities; and 
that as the communion of religion is the fa^ne between 
both people, fo the fenfe of their calamities is no lels the 
fame. In the mean time, while the coUeftions of the 
money go forward, which in regard they will require 
ibme time to accoqiplifh, and for th^t the ws^its an^ 
neccflities of thofe deplorable people will admit of no 
delay, we thought it fcquifite tp ren)it before-hj^d two 
thoufand pounds of the v{ilue of England with all poflir 
ble fpeed, to be diftributed among fqch as fliall be judged 
to be moft ip prefent need of conifort and fiiccour. 
Now in regard we are not ignorimt how deeply (he mir 
feries and wrongs of thofe moft innocent people have afr 
fefted yourfelvcs, and that you will not think amils of 
sny labour or pains where you can be affifting to tbeir 
fjlief, we made no fcfuple to cpmtnit the^ paying and 

qi^ributin|[ 
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diftributing this Aim of money to yoor care; and to 
give ye this farther trouble, that according to your 
wonted piety and prudence, you would take care, that 
the faid money may be diftributed equally to the moft 
neceflitous, to the end that though the fum be fmall, 
yet there may be fomcthing to refrefti and revive the 
moft poor and needy, till we can afford them a more 
plentiful fupply. Arid thus, not making any doubt 
but you will take in good part the trouble iropofed 
upon ye, we befeech Almighty God to ftir up the 
hearts of all his people profeffing the orthodox reli^ont 
to refolve upon the common deknce of themfelves, and 
the mutual affiftance of each other agyinft their im* 
bittered and moft implacable enemies : in the profecu- 
tion of which, we (hould rejoice that our helping 
hand might be any way ferviceable to the church. 
Farewet 

Fifteen hundred ]>ounds of the forefaid two thoufand 
will be remitted by Gerard Hench from Paris, and the 
other five hundred pounds, will be taken care of by let* 
ters fit>m the lord Stoup. 

June 8, 1655. 

Olivu» Proteftor of the Commonwealth of Englamd^ 
&c«j To the moft Serene Prince, the Duke of Vsmics. 

Moft Serene Prince, 

AS it has been always a great occaiion of rejoicing to 
us, whenever any profperous fuccefs attended your arms» 
but more efpecially againft the common enemy of the 
chriftian name ; fo neither are we forry for the late ad« 
^ouitag^ gained by your fleet, though, as we undcrftand, 
it happened not a little to the detrin^ent of our people : 
for certain of our merchants, William and Daniel Wil. 
fiams, and Edward Beale, have fet forth in a petition pre- ^ 
lented to us, that a fliip of theirs, called the Great Prince, * 
was lately (ent by them with goods and merchandize to 
Conftantinopli^, where the iaid (hip was detained by the 
minifters of the Port, to carry foldiers and proviiions to 
Cfete I and that the (aid (hip being conltraiiied to 1^1 

c c 4 along 
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along wkh the fame fleet of the Turks, which was lel'« 
upon and vanquifhed by the galleys of the Venetians, 
was taken, carried away to Venice, and there adjudged 
lawful prize by the judges of the admiralty. Now 
therefore in regard the faid (hip was preffed by the 
Turks, and forced into their fervice without the know^ . 
Jedge or confent of the owners direftly or indiredly ob* 
tained, and that it was -impoflible for her, being (hip^ 
ped with foldiers, to withdraw from the engagement, 
we moft earneftly requeft your ferenity, that you will 
remit that fentence of your admiralty, as ^ prefent to 
our friendfliip, and take fuch care, that the (hip may be 
reftored to the owners, no way deferving the difplea- 
fure of your republic by any aft of theirs. In the ob- 
taining of which requeft, more efpecially upon our in-^ 
terceflion,* while we find the merchants themfelves fo 
well aiTured of your clemency, it behoves us not to 
quefti.on it. And fo we befeech the Almighty God to 
continue his profperous ble(Hngs upon your poble dc- ' 
figns, and the Venetian republic. 

Your Serenity's and the Venetian Republic's 
moft afFeftionate, 

Weftminfter, Oliver, Protcftor of the Com- 

Pecemb, — 165^. monwealth of England, &c. 

Oliver, Proteftor of the Commonwealth of England, 
&c.. To the mo(l Serene Prince, Lewis, King of 
Trance. 

Moft Serene King, 

CERTA JN of our merchants, by name Samuel Mice, 
William Cockain, George Poyner, and feveral others, in 
fk petition to i|S have fet forth. That in the year 1650, 
they laded a (hip of theirs, called the Unicorn, with 
goods of a very confiderable value ; and that the (aid 
(hip being thus laden with (ilk, oil, and other merchan-* 
dize, amounting to above thirty four thoufand of our 
pounds, was taken by the admiral and vieeadmiral of 
your majefty's fleet in the Mediterranean fea. Now it 
appears to us, that our people whg ww then in. the 
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Alp, by reafon there was at that time a peace between 
the French arid us, that never had been violated in the 
leaft, were not willing to make any defence ^ainft your 
inaje(ly*s royal (hips, and therefore, overruled beiides 
by the fair promifes of the captains Paul and Terreiy, 
who faithfully engaged to difmifs our people, they paid 
their obedience to the maritime laws, and produced their 
bills of lading. Moreover, we find that the merchants 
afbrefaid fent their agent into France, to demand re(li« 
tution of the faid (hip and goods : and then it was, that 
after above three years ilipped away, when the fuit was 
brought fo far, that fentence of reftitution or condem- 
nation was to have been given, that his eminency car« 
dinal Mazarine acknowledged to their fador Hugh 
Morel, the wrong that had been done the merchants, 
and undertook that fatis&ftion (hould be given, fo foon 
as the league between the two nations, which was then 
under negotiation, (hould be ratified and confirmed. 
Nay, (ince that, his excellency M. de Bourdeaux, your, 
majefty's embafTador, a(rured us in exprels words, by 
the command of your majefty and your coundl, That 
care (hould be taken of that (hip and goods in a particu-» 
lar exception, apart from thofe controverfies, for the 
decifion of which a general provifion was made by the 
league ; of which promife, the embaflador, now oppor* 
tunely arrived hereto folicit fome bu(ine& of his own, is 
a teflimony no way to be queftioned* Which being 
true, and tlie right of the merchants in redemandinj 
their (hip and goods fo undeniably apparent, we moi 
eamellly requeft your majefty, that they may meet with 
no delay in obtaining what is juftly their due, but that 
your majefty will admit the grant of this favour, as the 
firft fruits of our revived amity, ^nd the lately renewed 
league between us. The refiifal of which as we have 
no reaibn to doubt, fo we befeech Almighty God to 
blefs with ^1 profperity both your majefty and your 
kingdom. 

Your majefty's moft aflfedionate, 

Wcftminfter, Oliver, Froteftor of the Common* 

pec, — 1655, wealth of England, Scotland^ 

and Ireland, &c« 
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_ I 

To the Evangelic Cities (^Switzerland. 

IN wliat condition your affairs are, which is not the 
beft, we arc abundantly informed, as well by your pub- 
lic at5ts tranfmitted to us by our agent at Geneva, as 
alfo by your letters from Zuric, bearing date the twenty 
feventh erf" December. Wjiereby, although we are forry 
to find your peace, and fuch a lafting league of confe- 
deracy broken; neverthelefs fince it appears to have 
happened through no fault of yours, we are in hopes 
that the iniquity and perverfenefs of your adveHaries 
are contriving new occafions for ye to make known your 
long ago experienced fortitude and refolution in defence 
of the Evangelic faith. For as for tbofe of the canton of 
Schwitz, who account it a capital crime for any perfon 
to embrace our religion, what they are might and main 
defigning, and whofe inflictions have incenfed them to 
refolutions of hoftility againfl the orthodox religion, no 
body can be ignorant, who has not yet forgot that mofl 
deteftable daughter of our brethren in Piedmont, 
Wherefore, mofl beloved friends, what you were always 
wont to be, with God's affiilance flill continue, magna-* 
nimous and refolute ; fufTer not your privileges, your 
confederacies! the liberty of your confciences, your re- 
ligion itfelf to be trampled under foot by the worlhip- 
pers of idols; and fo prepare yourfelves, that you may 
not feem to be the defenders only of your own freedoni 
and ^dfety^ but be ready likewife to aid and (uccour, as 
far as in you lies, your neighbouring brethren, more 
efpecially thofe mpft deplorable Piedmontois ; as being 
certainly convinced of this, that a paflage was lately in- 
tended to have been opened over their flaughtered 
bodies to your fides. As for our part be aiTured, that 
we are no lefs anxious and* folicitous for your welfiue 
and profperity, than if this conflagration had brok<;il 
forth in our republic ; or as if the axes of the Schwitz 
Canton had been fharpened for our necks, or that their 
fwords had been drawn againft our breafb, as indeed 
they were againft the bofbms of all the reformed. There* 
fore i^ foon as we w^re informed of the ognditign of 

your 
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your afiairs, and the obftinate animofities of your ene- 
mies, advifing with (bme fincere and honefl perfons, to- 
eether with (bme miniflers of the church mod eminent 
for their piety, about fendine to your affiftance fuch fuc« 
cour as the prefent pofture of our afTairs would permit, 
we came to thofe refults which our envoy Pell will im- 
part to your confideration. In the mean time we ceafe 
not to implore the bleflihg of the Aknighty upon all 
your counfels, and the protection of your moft juft caufe, 
as well in war as in peace. 

Your lordlhips and worfliips moft affeftionatc, 

Wcftminfter, Oliver, Protedor of the Com- 

Jan.*— 1655. mon wealth of England, he 

Oliver, Proteftor of th^ Commonwealth of England, 
&c.. To the moft Serene Prince, Charles Gustavus, 
bytheGrace of God King of the Swedes, Gotus and 
Vandals, Great Prince of Fin land, &c, 

Moft $erene King, 

SEEING it is a thing well known to all men, that 
there ouglit to be a communication of concerns among 
friends, whether in profperity or adverfity; it cannot 
but be moft grateful to us, that your majefty (hould 
vouchfafe to impart unto us by your letters the moft 
pleaiing and delightful part of your friendfliip, which is 
your joy. In regard it is a mark of lingular civility, and 
truly royal, as not to live only to a man's felf, (b neither 
to rejoice alone, unlefs he be fenfible that his friends and 
confederates partake of his gladnefs. Certainly then, we 
have reafon to rejoice for the birth of the young prince 
born to fuch an excellent king, and fcnt into the world 
to be the heir of his father's glory and virtue ; and this^ 
at fuch a lucky feafon, that we have no lefs caufe to con-^ 
gratulate the roval parent with the memorable omec 
that befell tlie mmous Philip of Macedon, who at the 
fame time received the tidings of Alexander's birth, and 
theconqueft of the Illyrians. For we make no queftion, 
))Vi( (h^ wreftin^ of the kii^^^lom of Poland from j)apal 
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fubjedion, as it were a horn difmembcred from the head 
of the beaft, and the peace, fo much defired by all good 
men, concluded with the duke of Brandenburgh, will be 
moft highly conducing to the tranquillity and advantage 
of the church. Heaven grant a conclufion correfpondent 
to fuch fignal beginnings ; and may the fon be like the 
father in virtue, piety, and renown, obtained by great 
achievements. Which is that we wifti may luckily come 
to pafs, and which we beg of the Almighty, fo propiti* 
ous hitherto to your affairs. 

Your majefty's moft affeftionate, 
Weftminfter, Oliver, Proteftor of the Com- 

Fcb.— 1655. monwealth of England, Sec. 

To the King of Denmark. 

Moft Serene and Potent Prince, 

JOHN Freeman and Philip Travefs, citizens of this 
republic, by a petition prefented to us, in their own and 
the name of kveral other merchants of London, have 
made a complaint. That whereas about the month of 
M^ch in the year 1653, they freighted a certain (hip of 
Sunderburg, called the Saviour, Nicholas Weinikinks 
mailer, with woollen cloth, and other commodities to 
the value of above three thoufand pound, with orders 
to the mafter, that he (hould fail direi5tly up the Baltic 
for Dantzic, paying the ufual tribute at Elfenore, to 
which purpofe in particular they gave him money: 
xievertheleis that the faid mafter, perfidiouily and con« 
trary to the orders of the faid merchants, flipping by 
Xlfenore without paying the ufual duty, thought to have 
proceeded in bis voyage, but that the (hip for this reafon 
was immediately feized and detained with all her lading. 
After due coniideration of which complaints, we wrote 
^n favour of the merchants to your majefty's embaflador 
Tefiding at London, who promifed, as they fay, that as 
ibon as he returned to your majefty, he would take care 
that the merchants (hould be taken into con(ideratioa. 
But he being fent to negotiate your majefty's affairs in 
X)ther countries, the merchants attended, upon him ip 
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^n, both before and after his departure; fo that they 
were forced to fend their agent to profccute their right 
and claim at Copenhagen, and demand reftitution of the 
fliip and goods ; but all the benefit they reaped by it 
was only to add more expenfes to their former damages, 
and a great deal of labour and pains thrown away ; the 
goods being condemned to confifcation, and dill detained : 
whereas by the law of Denmark, as they fet forth in their 
petition, the mafter is to be puniflied for his offence, and 
the (hip to be condemned but not the goods. And 
they look upon this misfortune to lie the more heavy 
upon them, in regard the duty which is to be paid at 
EUenore, as they tell us, is but very fmall. Wherefore 
ieeing our merchants feem to have given no caufe of 
profcription, and for that the mafter confefled before his 
death, that this damage befel them only through his 
negled ; and the lather of the mafter deceafed, by his 
petition to your majefty, as we are given to underfbtnd, 
by laying all the blame on his fon, has acquitted the 
merchants ; we could not but believe the detaining of 
thefaid (hip and goods to be moft unjuft; and therefore 
we are confident, that fo foon as your majefty ihall be 
rightly informed of the whole matter, you will not only 
difapprove of thefe oppreffions of your minifters, but 
give command that they be called to an account, that 
the goods be reftored to the owners or their factors, and 
reparation made them for the lolfes they have fuftained. 
All which we moft earneftly requeft of your majefty, as 
being no more than what is fo juft and confentaneous 
to reafon, that a more equitable demand, or more legal 
fatis£i6tion cannot well be made, confidering the juftice 
of our merchants caufe, and which your own fubjeds 
would think but fair and honeft upon the like occafions. 

To the moft Serene Prince, John the Fourth, King of 

Portugal, &c. 

Moft Serene King, 

THE peace and friendfhip which your majefty defired, 
by your noble and fplendid embafly fent to us fome time 

£nce, after certain negotiations begun by the parlianoent 
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in whom the iupreihe power was veiled at that tiihtf^ Hi 
it was always mod afTedionately wiChed for by us, with* 
the affiftance of God, and that we might not be wanting; 
in the adminiftration of the government which we have 
now taken upon us, at lengrh we brought to a happy 
conclufion, and as we hope, as a facred aft, have ratified 
it to. perpetuity. And therefore we fend back to youf 
majeftjr your extraordinary embaiTador, the lord John 
Roderigode Sita Menefes, count of Pennaguiada, a per* 
fon both approved by your majefty's judgment, and by 
us experienced to excel in civOity, ingenuity, prudence 
and fidelity, befides the merited applauic which he haf 
juflly gained by accompli(hing the ends of his embafiy, 
which is the peace which he carries along with him to 
his country. But as to what we perceive by your letters 
dated from Lifbon-the fecond of April, that is to (ay^ 
how highly your majefly efleems our amity, how cor* 
dially you &vour our advancement, and rejoice at ouf 
.having taken the government of the republic upon us, 
which you are pleafed to manifeil by fingular tefttmonies 
of kindnefs and afTeftion, we (hall make it our bufinefi^ 
that all the world may underftand, by our readineis at 
all times to ferve your majefty, that there coufd be no- 
thing more acceptable or grateful to us. Nor are we 
lefs earnefl in our prayers to' God for your niajefty'a 
fidety, the welfare of your kingdom, and the profpeious 
fuccefs of your affairs. 

Your majefty's moil affedionate, 

OLIVER, &e* 



Olivbr, ProteAor of the Commonwealth of Ekglano» 
fcc. To the High and Mighty States of the United 
Provinces. 

MoftHigh and Mighty Lords, our dcarefl Friends^ 

CERTAIN merchants, our countrymen, Thomas 
BafTel, Richard Beare, and others their copartners, have 
made their complaints before us, that a certain (hip of 
theirs, the Edmund and John, in her voyage from the 
coaft of Brafil to Lifbon, was fet upon by a privateer of 

Flulhin^) 
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Fluthingk called the Red Lion, commanded by Lambert 
fiirtelibn, but upon this condition, which the writing 
limed by Lambert himfelf tellifies, that the (hip and 
whatroever goods belonged to the Englifh (hould be re* 
ftored at Flulhing: where when the veflel arrived, the 
(hip indeed with what peculiarly belonged to the feamen 
was reftored, but the EngliQi merchants goods were de* 
tained and put forthwith to fale : for the merchants whp 
liad received the dama^, when they had fued for theii^ 
goods in the court of Flufliing, after great ezpenfes for 
five years toeether, loft their luit by the pronouncing of 
M moft unjuft (cntence iagainft them b^ thofe judges, of 
friiich fome, being interefted in the privateer^ were both. 
judges and adverlaries, and no leis criminal altogether* 
So that now they hare no other hopes but only in your 
equity and uncorrupted faiths to which at laft they fly 
for fiiccour : and which they believed they (hould find 
the wort inclinable to do them juftice^ if lifted by our 
lecommendation. And m^n are furely to be pardoned, 
if, afiraid of all things in fa great a ftruggle for their 
cftatesy they rather call to mind what they, have reafon 
to fear from your authority and high power, than what 
they have to hope well o(^ their caufe, eipecially before 
£iicerc and upnght judges: though for our parts we 
make no queftion, but that induced by your religion, 
your juftice, your inte^ty, rather than by our intrea- 
Ocs, you will give that judgment which is juft and equal, 
and truly becoming yourfelves. God preferve both you 
and your republic to his own glory, and the defence and 
fiiccoor of his church. 

Oliver, Protedor of the Common* 
Weftminfter, wealth of England, &c, 

April I, 1656. 
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Oliver, Protedtor of the Commonwealth of £ii(SLAlt<9, 
Scotland, and Ireland, &c., To the moftSerenc, 
Prince, Charles Gustavo s. King of the Sweden, 
Goths, and Vandals, Great Prince of Finland, 

Duke of ESTHONIA, CaRELIA, BrEME, VERDSfef. 

Stettin, Pomerania, Cassubia, and Vandalia, 
Prince of Rugia, LordoflNCRiA and Wismaria, 
Count Palatine of the Rhine, Duke of Bavaria:, 
JuLiERs, Cleves and Monts. 

Moft Serene Prince, 

PETER Julius Coid having accompli (hed the affiun 
of hisembafly with us, andfo acquitted himfelf, that M 
is not by us to be difmiffed without the ornament of bit 
deferved praifes, is now returning to your majefty. For 
he was moft acceptable to us, as well and chiefly for your 
own fake, which ought with us to be of high confident 
tion, as for his own deferts in the diligent acquittal of 
his truft. The recommendation therefore which wfc 
received from you in his behalf, we freely teftify to have 
been made good by him, and defervedly given by your* 
felf ; as he on the other fide is able with the fame fldc*^ 
lity and integrity, to relate and mpft truly to declare 
our Angular affcdipn and obfervahce toward yoiir ma« 
jefty. It remains for us to befeech the moft merciful 
and all powerful God, to blels your majefty with all 
felicity, and a perpetual courfc of viftory over all the 
enemies of his church. 

Your majefty's moft affcdionate,. . 

ji ., , \ Oliver, Proteftor of the Common* 

April 17,1656. . ^^^^^ ^f g^gj^^j^ ^^^ 

■ - • " 

Oliver, Proteftor of the Commonwealth of England, 
&c.. To the moft Serene and Potent Prince, Lewis, 
King of France. 

Moft Serene Prince, 

JOHN DETHIC, mayor of the city of London for 

this year, and William Wakefield merchant, have' made 

their addrcflfes to us by way of petition, complaining, 

that 
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tbit about the middle of 0<flober , fixteeti hundred and 
forty nine, they freighted a certain Ihip called the Jonas 
of London, Jonas Lightfoot mafter, with goods that 
were to be fent to Oftendj which veffel was taken in 
the iftouth of the river Thames, by one White of Bark- 
ing, a pirate, robbing upon the feas by virtue of a com^ 
Iniflion from the Ton of King Charles deceafed, and car- 
ried to Dunkirk, then under the jurifdiftion of, the 
French. Now in regard that by your majefly^s edid in 
the year fixteen hundred and forty feven, renewed in 
fijcteen hundred and forty nine, and by fome other de-^ 
cites in £ivour of the parliament of England, as they 
find it recorded, it was enaAed^ that no veflel or goods 
taken from the Englifh, in the time of that war, fliou^d 
be earned into any of your majefty's ports to be there 
put to fale; they prefcntly fent theu* fador Hugh Morel 
to Dunkirk, to demand reflitution of the faid fhip and 
goods from M. Leflrade then governor of the towq i 
oiore efpccially finding them m the place for the mo(t 
part untouched, and neither exchanged or fold. To 
which the governor made anfwer, that the king had be^ 
llowed that government upon him of his free gift 
or iervice done the king in his wars, and therefore he 
fivould take care to make the bed of the reward of hi 
labour. So that having little to hope from an anfwer fo 
unkind and unjuft, alter a great expenfe of time and 
money, the fadtor returned home* So that all the re-* 
fnaining hopes, which the petitioners have, fcem wholly 
to depend upon yourmajelty'sjuftice and clemency, to 
which they thought they might have the more ealy ac- 
cefs by means of our letters i and therefore that neither 
your clemency nor your juftice may be wanting to peo- 
ple defpoiled againft all law and reafon^ and contrary to 
your repeated prohibitions, we make it out ttqueft* 
wherein, if your majcfty vouchfefe to gratify us, fince 
there it nothing required but what is moii juft and 
equitable, we (hall deem it as obtained rather from your 
innate integrity, than any entreaty of ours. 
Weftminftcr, Your majcfty*s mod afledionate, 
May—, 1636. Olivkr, Proteftorof the Com* 

monwealch of England, &c. 
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Oliver, Protcftor of the Commonwealth of EiiGtANtt,^ 
&c.. To the High and Mighty Lords, the States of the 
United Provinces. 

Moft High and Mighty Lords, our deareft Friends ; 

JOHN BROWiN, Nicholas Williams, and others, 
citizens of London, have fet forth in their petitions tons, 
that when they had every one brought in their propor- 
tions, and freighted a certain (hip cailed the Good Hope 
of London, bound for the Eaft Indies, they gave orders 
to their fador, to take up at Amflerdam two th«u(knd 
four hundred Dutch pounds, to enfure the faid (hip; 
that afterwards this (hip, in her voyage to the coaft of 
India, was taken by a (hip belonging to the Eaft India 
company ; upon which they who had engaged to enfittt 
the faid veiTei refufcd to pay the money, and have for 
this iix years by various delays eluded our mercbaats» 
who with extraordinary diligence, and at vaft expen(ss, 
endeavoured the recovery of their juft right. Which in 
regard it is an unjuft grievance, that lies (b heavy upon 
the petitioners, for that fome of thofe who obliged them* 
felves ar^ dead or become infolvent ; therefore that no 
farther loiTes may accrue to their former dams^itSt we 
make it our earned requeft to your lordihips, that you 
will vouchfafe your integrity to be the harbour and re« 
fuge for people to(red fo many years, and almoft (hip* 
wrecked in your courts of juftice, and that fpeedyjudg<» 
ment may be given according to tiie rules of equity and 
honefty in their caufe, which they believe to be moft 
jull. In the mean time we wi(h you all profperity to the 
glory of God, and the welfare of his churdh. 

Your high and mighty lord Qiips moft affectionate, 

Weftminfter, Oliver, Proteftor of the Comm<Mi- 
May — . 1656. wealth of England, &c. 
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OlivIR, Proteftor of the Commonwealth of England, 
6cQ.y To the High and Mighty Lords^ the States of the 

UnITXD PROYINCIt. 

Mod High and Mighty Lords^ our deareft Friends ; 

THE fame perfons in whofe behalf we wrote to youf 
lordfhips in September the laft year, Thomas and Wil*^ 
liam Lower , the lawful heirs of Nicholas Lower deceafed^ 
make grievious complaints before us, that they are op- 
prefled either by the favour or wealth of their adver- 
iaries, notwithfbmding the juflide of their cauie; and 
when that would not fuffice, although our letters were 
often pleaded in their behalf, they have not been able 
hitherto to obtain pofleffion of the inheritance left them 
by their £ither*s will. From the court of Holland, 
where the fuit was firft commenced, they were fent to 
your court, and from thence hurried away into Zealand, 
(to which three places they carried our letters) and now 
they are remanded^ not unwillingly, back ^ain to your 
fupreme judicature ; for where the fupreme power is, 
there they exped fupreme juftice. If that hope tail themi 
ehided and fruftrated, after being fo l6n^ tofled from 

E>ft to pillar for the recovery of their ngtit, where at 
ngth to find a reding place they know not. For sui 
for our letters, if they find no benefit of thcie the fourth 
time written, they can never promife themfelves any 
■dvantage for the future from flighted papers. How« 
ever, it would be moft acceptable to us, it yet at lengthy 
after fb many contempts, the injured heirs might meet 
with fome relief by a fpeedy and juft judgment, if not 
out of refped to any reputation we have among ye, yet 
out of a regard to your own equity and juftice. Of the 
laft of wliich we make no queftion, and confidently pre* 
fume you will allow the other to our friendfhip. 

Your high and mighty lordlhips moft affeftionatet 

Weftminfler, Oliver, Froteftor of the Common* 
May— ^ i6j6* wealth of England, 8rc. 
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OLim, Proteftor of the Commonwealth ofENGiANOy 
&c.. To the moft Serene Prince, John, King of Pou- 
tugal. 

Moft Serene King, 

WHEREAS there rs a confiderable fum of money 
owing from certain Portugal merchants of the Brafile 
company to feveral EngliiSi merchants, upon the account 
of fi^ighti^ and demorage, in the years fixteen hun- 
dred and forty nine and (ixteen hundred and fifty, which 
money is detained by the laid conrpany by your majefty's 
command, the merchants before mentioned czpeAedi 
that the (aid money fhould have been paid long fince ac- 
cording to the articles of the laft league, but now thcjp 
are afraid of being debarred all hopes and means of le- 
covering their debts; underftanding your m^jefty hat 
ordered, that what money is owing to them by the Bia- 
file company (hall fee carried into your treafury, and that 
no moFe than one half of the duty of freightdi^ (hall be 
expended toward the payment oi their debts; by which 
means the merchants will receive no more than the bare 
inteveft of their money, while at the lame time they mU 
terly lofe their principal Which we confidering to be 
very fevere and heavy upon .them, and being overcome 
by their moft reafonable fuppltcarions, have granted (hem 
theie our letters to your majefty ; chiefly requciHog this 
at your hands, to take care that the afordaid Brafile 
com{Mny may give fpeedy fiitisfadtion to the merchants 
of this republic, and pay them not only the piincipl 
money which is owing to them, hut the five years lo- 
tereft ; as being both juft in itfelf, and conformable i9 
the league fo lately concluded between us ; which oa 
their behalf in moft firiendly manner we requcft fiooo 
your majefty. 

Your majefty*s moft afTeftionate, 

From our |mlace Olivir, Proteftor of the Com- 

at Weftminftcr, monwealtb^ &c. 

July—, 1656. 
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^iiVM, Protedor <^ the Commonweahb of EMOLAMDt 
&c.. To the mc^ Serene Prince, Ch aklis Gustavvs» 
King of the Swedes, Goths, axnl Vandals, &c« 

Mod Serene King, 

AS it is but juft that we (hould highly value the 
friendrbip of your majefly, a prince fo potent and fo re* 
fiowned for great achievements 1 (o is it but equally 
Feafonable that your extraordinary embaflador, the.moA 
lUufbious lord Chrifliern Bond, by whole fechility and 
cart a ftriA alliance is ixK>ft (acredly and (blemnly ratified 
between us, fliould be mod acceptable to us, and no left 
deeply fixed in our efteem. Him therefore, having now 
moft worthily accompli(hed his embafly, we thought it 
became us to fend back to your majefty, though ^ot 
without the high appkufe which the reft of his fingular 
wtuet merit ; to the end, that he, who was before con- 
ipicious in your efteem and refped, may now be fenfible 
wliia having reaped ftill more abundant firuits of his 
fedulity and prudence from our recommendation. As 
(or thofe things which yet remain to be trantaded, we 
have determined in a (hort time to fend an embafly to 
your majefty for the fettling of thofe afiairs. In the 
mean time. Almighty God preferve in fafetv fo great » 
pillar of his church, and of Swedland's welfare. 

Your majefty 's moft afiedionate. 

From our palace Ol i vex, Proteftor of the Com- 

at Weftminfter, monwealth of England^ he. 

July—, 1656. 

Olivxx, Protcftor of the Commonwealth of Enolakd, 
8cCm To the moft Serene Prince, Lewis, King of 

FX ANCB. 

jMoft Serene King, our moft dear Friend 
and Confederate ; 

CERTAIN merchants of London, Richard Baker and 
others, have made their complaint in a petition to us, 
that a certam hired Ibip of theirs, called the Endeavour, 

D d 3 WiUiam 
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William Jop mafter, laden at TencrifFwith three bim* 
dred pipes of rich Canary, and bound from thence for 
London, in her voyage between Palma and that ifland, 
upon the twentv firft of November, in the year fixtccn 
hundred and fifty five, was taken by four French veflels, 
fcteming fhips of burden* but fitted and manned like 
privateers, under the command of Giles de la Rocho 
their admiral ; and carried with all her freight, and the 
greatefl part of the feamen to the Eaft Indies, whither he 
pretended to be bound, (fourteen excepted, who were 
put afhore upon the coafl of Guiney) which the laid 
Giles affirmed he did with that intent, that none of them 
might efcape from fo remote and barbarous a country 
to do him any barm by their teflimony. For he con- 
defied h^ had neither any commiffion to take the Eng|ilh 
vefTek, neither had he taken any, as he might have done 
before, well knowing there was a firm peace at that time 
between the French and our republic \ but in regard ho 
had defigned to revidtual in Portugal, from whence he 
was driven by contrary winds, he was conftrained to. 
fupply his neceffities with what he found in that veflei i 
and believed the owners of his fhips would fatisfy the 
merchants for their lofs. Now (helofs of our merchants 
amounts to fixteen thoufand Englifh pounds^ as will 
eafily be made appear by witnefTes ypQn oath. But if 
it fhall be lawful, upon fqch trivial e^cufes as thefe, for 
pirates to violate. the mofl religious a^s of princes, and 
make a fport of merchants for their particular benefit^) 
certainly the fan^ity of leagues n^ufl &11 to the ground, 
all £iith and authority of prmces will grow out of date, 
and be trampled under foot. Wherefore wc not only 
requefl your majefly, but believe it mainly to coipcerQ 
your honour, that they, who hj^ve ^dventyred upon fo 
ilight a pretence to violate the league and mo(l f^red 
oath of their fovercign, fhould fuffer the pvinilhment due 
to fuch perfidioufnefs and daring infolence ; an4 that in 
the mean time the owners of thofe fhips, thoi^h to their 
lofs, fhoqld be bound to fatisfy our qierchants for the 
vafl detriment, which they have fo W]:ongfully fuftaiocdf 
§0 Riay the Al^^igl^ty long prcferye yoijr wjefly, aix/ 
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fttpport the intereftof France ag^nil the common enemy 
dTus both. 

Your majefty'? moft affcftionatc. 
From our palace 
at Weftminfter, Oliver, Froteftor, &c 
Aug.—, 1656. 

Oliver, Proteftor of the Commonwealth of Enolanb, 
To his Eminency Cardinal Mazarine. 

Moft Eminent Lord, 

HAVING an occafion to fend letters to the king, we 
thought it likewife an offered opportunity to write to 
your eminency. For we could not think it proper to 
conceal the fubjeft of our writing from the fole and only 
perfon, whofe fingular prudence governs the moft im- 
portant interefts of the French nation, and the moft 
weighty, affairs of the kingdom with equal fidelity, 
ooun(el, and vigilance. Not without rcaion we com* 
plain, in ftiort, to find that league by yourielf, as it were 
a crime to doubt, moft facredly concluded, almoft the 
very (ame day contemned and violated by one Giles a 
Frenchman, a petty admiral of four fliips, and his affoci* 
ates, equally concerned, as your eminency will readily 
find by our letters to the king» and the demands them* 
felves of our merchants. Nor is it unknown to your 
excellency, how much it concerns not only inferiour 
maraftrates, but even royal majefty itfelG that thofe firft 
viouitors of Iblemn alliances fliould be feverely punilhed. 
But they, perhaps, by this time being arrived in the Eaft 
Indies, whither they pretended to be bound, enjoy in 
undifturbed poffeffion the goods of our people as lawful 
prize won from an enemy, which they robbed and pil- 
laged from the owners^ contrary to all law, and the 
pledged fiuth of our late (acred league. However, this 
IS that which we requeft from your eminency, that what- 
ever goods were taken from our merchants by the ad- 
miral of thofe (hips, as neceiTary for his voyage, may be 
xeftorcd by thp owners of ihe (ame vefTels, which was 
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no more' than what the rovers thcmfelvcs thought juft 
and equal J which, as we underftand, it lies within your 
power to do, confidering the authority and fway you 
bear in the kingdom. 

Your cminency's mod afFeftionate, 

From our palace Oliver, Proteftor of the Com- 

at Weftminfter^ monwealth, &c. 

Aug.— , i6j6. 

Oliver, Proteftor of the Commonwealth of Engi^nd, 
&c.. To the moft High and Mighty Lords, the States 
of the United Provikces. 

Moft High and Mighty Lords, our deareft 
Friends and Confederates ; 

WE make no doubt but that all men will bear us this 
tefti'mony, that no confiderations, in contracting fbreigQ 
alliances, ever fwayed us beyond thofe of defending the 
truth of religion, or that we accounted any thing more 
Sacred, than to unite the minds of all the firiends and 
proie^ors of the proteftants, and of all others who at 
lead were not their enemies* Whence it comes to pafs» 
that we are touched with fo much the more grief of 
mind, to hear that the proteftant princes and cities, whom 
it fo much behoves to live in friend(hip and concord 
together, fliould begin to be fo jealous of each other^ and 
io ill difpofed to mutual affedions more efpecially, that 
your lordlhips and the king of Sweden, than whom the 
orthodox &ith has not more magnanimous and courage^ 
ous defenders, nor our republic confederates, more ftrialy 
conjoined in intcrefts, fliould feem to remit of your coop 
6dence in each other ; or rather, that there ibould ap» 
pear fome too apparent iigns of tottering friendihip aad 
growing difcord between yet What the caufes are^ and 
what progrefs this alienation. of your affection has made^ 
we protelt ourfelves to be altogether ignorant, How^ 
ever, we cannot but conceive an extraordinary trouble 
of mind for thefe be^nnings of the leiUl diflenfon arife« 
among brethren, whicli infallibly muft greatly eodangor 
the proteftant lAterefts* Which if they ihould gatmr 
i^ . ftrengthi 
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Ifarength, how prejudicial it would prove to proteftant 
churches, what an occafion of triumph it would afford 
our enemies, and more efpecially the Spaniards, cannot 
be unknown to your prudence, and moft induftrious 
experience of affairs. As for the Spaniards, it has al- 
ready fo enUvened their confidence, and raifed their 
courage, that they made no fcruple by their embaffador 
refiding in your territories, boldly to obtrude their 
counfeh upon your lordfliips, and that in reference to 
the higheft concerns of your republic ; prefuming partly 
with threats of renewing the war, to terrify ; and partly 
with a felfe profpeft of advantage to folicit your lord* 
fliips, to foriake your ancient and moft fkithml friends, 
the Englilh, French, and Danes, and enter into a ftrift 
confederacy with your old enemy, and once your domi« 
neering tyrant, now feemingly atoned; but, what is 
moll to be feared, only at preient treacherouity Owning 
to advance his own deiigns. Certainly he who of an 
inveterate enemy lays hold of fo flight an occafion of a 
fudden to become your counfellor, what is it that he 
would not take upon him ? Where would his infolencjT 
ftop» if once he could but iee with his eyes, what now he 
only ruminates and labours in his thoughts ; that is to 
fiiy, divifion and a civil war among the protcftants? 
Wc are not ignorant that your lordfliips, out of your 
deep wiftlom, frequently revolve in your minds what 
the pefture of all Europe is, and what more efpecially 
the condirion of the proteftants: that the cantons c* 
Switzerland adhering to the orthodox faith are in daily 
expectation of new troubles to be raifed by their country- 
meh embracing the popifh ceremonies ; fcarcely recover- 
ed fix)m that war, which for the fake of religion was 
kindled and blown up by the Spaniards, who fupplied 
their enemies both with commanders and money: that 
the councils of the Spaniards are ftill contriving to con- 
tinue the ilaughter and deftrudion of the Piedmontois, 
which was cruelly put in execution the laft year : that 
the proteftants under the jurifdiftion of the emperor are 
moft grievoufly harafled, having much ado to keep pof- 
feffion of their native homes : that the king of Sweden^ 
whom God, as wc hope, has raifed vp to i>e a moft ftout 
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defender of the orthodox £iith, is at prefent wagiqg 
with all the force of his kingdom a doubtful jand bloodj 
war with the mod potent enemies of the reformed reli* 
gion: that your own provinces are threatened with 
faofkile confederacies of the princes your neighbours, 
headed by the Spaniards ; and laftly, that we ouHehres 
are buiied in a war proclaimed againft the king of Spaiiu 
In this pofture of affairs, if any conteft (homd happen 
between your lord (hips and the kii^ of Sweden, how 
xniierable would be the condition of all the reformed 
churches over all Europe, expofed to the cruelty and 
fury of unfanAified enemies? Thefe cares not iU^htly 
ieise us; and we hope your fentiments to be the &me; 
and that out of your continued zeal for the conrnion 
caufe of the proteftants, and to the end the prefent peace 
between brethren profeffing the fame faith, the fame 
hope of eternity, may be preferved inviolable, your 
lordfhips will accommodate your counfels to thofc confi- 
derations, which are to be preferred before all others; 
and that you will leave nothing n^leded, that may con* 
duce to the efUblilhing tranquilhty and union between 
your lordfhips and the king or Sweden. Wherein if we 
can any way be ufeful, as nur as our authority, and the 
favour you bear us will fway with your lordfhips, we 
freely offer our utmoft affiflance, prepared in like man- 
ner to be no lefs ferviceable to the king of Sweden, to 
whom we defign a fpeedy embafTy, to the end we may 
declare our fentiments at laige concerning thefe matters. 
We hope moreover, that God will bend your minds on 
both fnjes to moderate counfeb, and fo refbrain ^ur 
animofities, that no provocation may be given, either 
by the one or the other, to fefler your differences to ex- 
tremity : but that on the other fide both parties will re- 
move whatever may give offence or occafion of jealoufy 
to the other. Which if you (hall vouchlafe to do, you 
will difappoint your enemies, prove the confolation d( 
your friends, and in the befl manner provide for the 
welfare of your republic. And this we befeech you tp 
be fully convinced of, that we fhall ufe Our utmofl care 
to make appear, upon all.occafions, our extraordinary 
affcftlon and goodwill to the flates of the United Pror 
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irinces. And (o we moft earneftly icnplere the Almighty 
God to perpetuate his bleffings ot peace, wealth, and 
liberty, upon your republic ; but above all things to prc- 
ferve it always Aourifhing in the love of the chriftian 
£utb, and the true worlhip of his name. 

Your high and mightinefles nftoft aiTedtionate^ 

From our palace Oliver, Proteftor of the Com- 

at Weftminfler, monwealth of England, &c. 

Aug.— ,1656, 

Olivee, Proteftor of the Commonwealth of England^ 
To the moft Serene Prince, John, King of Portugal* 

Moft Serene Prince, 

UPON the eleventh of July laft, old ftyle, we received 
fay Thpmas Maynard the ratification of the pe^e nego«- 
tiated at London by your extraordinary embaifador; 
as alfo of the private aiid preliminary articles, all novir 
c(Hi(irmed by your majefty: and by our letters &om 
Philip Meadows, our agent at Liibon, dated the Tame 
time, we underftand that our ratification alfo of the 
iame peace and articles was by him, according to our 
orders fent him, delivered to your majefty : and thus 
the inftruments of the forementioned ratification being 
mutually interchanged on both fides in the beginning of 
June laft, there is now a firm and fettled peace betweea 
both nations. And this pacification has given us no 
fmall occafion of joy and fatisfaAion, as befieving it will 
prove to the common benefit of both nations, and to the 
no flight detriment of our common enemies, who as 
they found out a means to difturb the former league, 
fo they left nothing neglefted to have hindered the re- 
newing of this. Nor do we oueftion in the leaft, that 
they will omit any occalion of creating new matter for 
fcandals and jealoufies between us« Which we however 
have conftantly determined, as much as in us lies to re- 
move at a remote ^jiftance from oyr thoughts ; rather 
we fo earneftly defirc, that this our alliance may beget a 
mutual confidence, ereater every day than other, that 
WC (hall take tberp ^r our enemicf 1 who (hall by any 
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artifices endeavour to moleft the friendfliip by this petct 
cftablifhed between ourfelves and both our people. And 
we readily perfuade ourfelves, that your majefty*s 
thoughts and intentions are the iame. And whereas it 
has pleafed your majefly, t^ your letters dated the 
twenty fourth of June, and fome days after the delivery 
by our agent of the interchanged inftrument of con- 
firmed peace, to mention certain claufes of the league, 
of which you defired fome little alteration, being fj[ 
fmall moment to this republic, as your majefty believes, 
but of great importance to the kingdom of Portugal ; 
we Ihall be ready to enter into a particular treatv in 
order to thofe propofals made by your majefty, or wnat- 
ever elfe may conduce, in the judgment of both parties* 
to the ferther eftablifhment and more ftrondy faftcnii^ 
of the league : wherein we (hall have thole due coAt 
fider&tions of your majefty and your fubjeAs^ as alfo 
of our own people, that all may be fatisfied ; and it 
(hall be in your own choice, whether thefe things (hall 
be n^otiated at Lifbon, or at London. However, the 
league being now confirmed, and duly iealed with the 
feals of both nations, to alter any port of it would be the 
ftme thing as to annul the whole ; which we are cer* 
tainly aflured your majefty by ho means defires to do. 
We heartily wi(h all things lucky, all thmgs pro^r- 
ous to your majefty. From our paJace at Wcftmiafter, 
Aug.—, 1656. 

Your majefty's moft alFedionate, 

Olivir, Protedor of the Common* 
wealth of England, &c. 

Oliver, Protedor of the Commonwealth of Englanh, 
&c., To the moft Serene Prince, John, King of Pqe- 

TUOAL. 

Moft Serene King, 

WE iave received the unwelcome news of a wicked 
and inhuman attempt to have murdered our agent 
Philip Meadows, refiding with your majefty, and bv us 
fcnt upon the blelTed errand of peace ; the heinouinefi 
of whu;h was fuch, that his prcfcrvation is only to be 
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attributed to the proteftion of Heaven. And we are 

fiven to underftand, by your letters dated the twenty 
xth of May lad, and delivered to us by Thomas 
Maynard, that your majefty, juftly incenfed at the hor- 
ridne& of the &&, has commanded inquiry to be made 
after the criminals, to the end they may be brought to 
condign punilhment : but we do not hear, that any of 
the ruffians are yet apprehended, or that your com-* 
mands have wrought any effed in this particul^. Where- 
fore we thoi^ht it our duty openly to declare, how 
decsply we refent this barbarous outrage in part at- 
tempted, and in part committed : and therefore we 
make it our requeft to your majefty, that due punilh-* 
ment may be inflicted upon the authors, aflbciates, and 
encouragers of this abominable fad. And to the end 
diat this may be the more fpeedily accompliflied, we 
fitfther demand, that perfons of honefty and (incerity» 
wellwifhers to the peace of both nations, may be en- 
trufted with the examination of this bufinefs, that fo % 
due fcnitiny may be made into the bottom of this mali« 
cious contrivance, to the end both authors and affiftanta 
may be the more feverely punilhed. Unleft this be done, 
neither your majefly's juftice, nor the honour of this 
republic can be vindicated 1 neither can there be any 
ftable aflurance of peace between both nations. W« 
wi(h your majeily .all things fortunate and profperous. 
From our palace at Whitehall, Auguft— , 1656. 

Your majelly's moft alTeftionate, 

OtivKR, Frotedor of the Common* 
wealth of £ngjUmd, &c. 

Olitii, Proteftor of the Commonwealth of England^ 
fcc. To the moft lUuftrious Lord, the Conds 
p'Odeicira. 

Moft Uluftrious Lord, 

YOUR fingular goodwill towards us and this repub* 
iic has laid no mean obligation upon us, nor ili^tly tied 
us to acknowledgment. . We readily perceived it by 
your letters of the twenty fifth of June laft^ as alfo bjr 
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thofe which* we received from out agent t%ili{l 
Meadows, fent into Portugal to conclude the peace in 
agitation, wherein he inforiiied Us of vour extraordinary 
zeal and diligence to promote the pacificdtiod, of which 
we moft joyfully received the laft ratificatioiii and we 
perfuade ourfelveS) that your lordfhip will have no cauib 
to repent either of your pains and diligence in procuring 
this peace, or of your goodwill to the Englifh, or your 
fidelity towards the king, your fovereign; more efpe* 
cialiy confidering the great hopes we have that thb 
peace will be of high advantage to both nations, and 
liot a little inconvenient to our enemies^ The only ac- 
cident that fell out unfortunate and mournful in this 
negotiation, was that unhallowed villany nefarioufly at« 
tempted upon the perfon of our agent, Philip Meadows : 
the concealed authors of which intended piece of inhu^ 
inanity ought no lefs diligently to be fought after, and 
made examples to pollen ty, than the vilefl: of moft 
openly detefted aflaflinates. Nor can we doubt in the 
kaft of your king's feverity and juftice in the punifli-^ 
ment of a crime fo horrid, nor of your care and ledulity 
to fee, that there be no remiflhefs of proiecution, as 
being a perfon bearing due veneration to the Uws of 
God, and fandity among men, and.no lefs zealous to 
maintain the peace between both nations, which never 
can fubfift if fuch inhuman barbarities as thefe efcape 
unpunifhed and unrevenged. But your abhorrence and 
deteftation of the fa6t is fo well known, ,that there is 
no need of infiiling any more at prefent upon this un* 
pleafing fubjefl. Therefore, having thus declared our 

Clwill and afFeftion to your lordlhip, of which we 
be always ready to give aj^arent demonftrationsi 
there nothing renuins, but to implore the bleffings of 
Divine Favour and ProteAion upon you, and all yours. 
From our palace at Weftminfter, Aug.-—, 1656. 

Your Iordftiip*s moft afFedlionate, 

Oliver, Protedlor of the Common* 
wealth of England, &c. 

OblVXR, 
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Oliver, Protcftor of the Commonwealth of England* 
&c.. To the moft Serene Prince, Charles GutTAVust 
Kingof the Swedes, Goths, and Vandals, &c. 

Moft Serene King, our deareft Friend 
and Confederate ; 

BEING affured of your nujefty*s concurrence both ih 
thoughts and counfels for the defence of the proteftant 
faith againft the enemies of it, if ever, now at this tvoM 
inoft dangerouily vexatious ; though we cannot but re* 
joice at your profperous fuccefles, and the daily tidings 
of your viftories, yet on the other fide we cannot but; 
be as deeply afflifted, to m«et with one thing that 
difturbs and interrupts our joy; we mean the bad news 

Ctermixed with fo many welcome tidings, that the 
icient friendOiip between your majefty and the States 
of the United Provinces looks with a dubious afpeftt 
and that the mifchief is exafperated to that height, efpe- 
cially in the Baltic iea, as feems to bode an unhappy rup- 
ture. We confe^ ourfelves ignorant of the caufes ; but 
we too eafily foreiee, that the events* which God avert, 
will be fetal to the interefts of the proteftants. And 
therefore, as well in refpeft to that mod ftrid alliance 
between us and your majefty, as out of that aftedion and 
love to the reformed religion, by which we all of us 
ought chiefly to be (wayed, we thought it our duty, as 
we have moft earneftly exhorted the States of the United 
Provinces to peace and moderation, fo now to perfuade 
your majefty to the fame. The proteftants have enemies 
every where enow and to fpare, mflamed with inexorable 
revenge; they never were known to have confpired 
more pernicioufly to our deftruftion, witnefi the valleys 
of Piedmont, ftill reeking with the blood and (laughter 
of the miierable ; witneft Auftria, Utely turmoiled with 
the emperor's edifts and profcriptions ; witnefs Swit* 
zerland. But to what purpofe is it, in many words to 
call back the bitter lamentations and remembrance of fo 
many calamities? Who fo ignorant, as not to know^ 
that the counfels of the Spaniards, and the Roman pon-^ 
tJITt for thefe two years have filled all thefe places with 
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conflagrations,, ilaughter, and vexation of the orthodox } 
If to thefe miichieh there (hould happen an acCefs of 
diflenfion among proteftant brethren^ more efpecially 
between two potent dates, upon whofe courage^ wealth, 
and fortitude, fo ^ as human flrength may be relied 
upon, the fupport and hopes of all the reformed churches 
depend ; of neceflity the proteftant religion mud be in 
great jeopardy, if not upon the brink of deftruftion. 
On the other fide, if the whole proteftant name would 
but obferve perpetual peace among themfelves with that 
lame brotherly union as becomes their profeflibn, there 
Would be no occafion to fear, what all the artifices or 
puifTance of our enemies could do to hurt u^ which 
our fraternal concord and harmony alone would eafily 
repel and fruftrate. And therefore we moft eameftly 
Tequeft and befeech your majefty, to harbour in your 
mind propitious thoughts of peace, and inclinations 
ready bent to repair the breaches of your priftine firiend- 
fliip with the United Provinces, if in any part it mav 
have accidentally fuffered the decays of miftakes or mif-* 
conftrudion. If there be any thing wherein our labour, 
our fidelity, and diligence may be ufefiil toward this 
compofure, we ofFer and devote all to your fervice. Arid 
may the God of Heaven favour and profpcr your noble 
and pious refolutions, which together with all felicity, 
and a perpetual cburfe of vidory, we cordially wUh to 
your hiajefty. 

Your majcfty's moft affedionate. 

From our palace Oliver, Proteftor of tiie Conn 

at Weftminibeo monwealth of En^and^ tec. 

Alig. — 1656. 

Oliver, Protedor of the C^ommdnwealth of Enolanp, 

&c., To the States dPHoLLAWD. 

Moft High and Mighty Lords, our deareft Friends ^ 

IT has be^n repretented to us, by William C!ooper^ 
a minifter of London, and our countryman, that John 
le Mai re of Amfterdam, his father-in-law, about throe 
And thirty years ago dcTifcd a prqjeilS;, by which ,tl» 

revenues 
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^VcfiUes of your republic might be very much advanced 
vrithout any burden to the people, and made an agrecf 
ment with John Vandenbrook, to (hare between them 
the reward^ which they (hould obtain for their inven- 
tion; which was the fettling of a little feal to be made 
ufe of in all the provinces of your territories, and for 
which your High and Migbtineffes promifed to pay the 
ikid Vandenbrook and his heirs the yearly fum of three 
thoufand gilders, or three hundred Englifh pounds. 
Now although the ufe and method of this little feal h^s 
been found very eafy and expeditious, and that ever 
fince great incomes have thereby accrued to your High 
and Migbtineffes, and fome of your Provinces, never- 
thelefs nothing of the faid reward, though with much 
importunity demanded, has been paid to this day ; fo 
that the faid Vandenbrook and le Maire bein^ tired out 
with bne delays, the right of the faid grant is devolved 
to the torefaid William Cooper our countryman ; who^ 
defirous to reap the fruit of his father-in-law's induftry, 
has petitioned us, that we would recommend his juit 
demands to your High and Migbtineffes, which we 
thought not reafonable to deny him. Wherefore, in 
moft firiendly wife, we requeft your High and Migbti- 
neffes &vourably to hear the petition of the faid William 
Cooper, and to take fuch card, that the reward and 
ftipend, fo well deferved, and bv concrad: agreed and 
granted, may be paid him annually from this time tor« 
ward, together with the arrears of the years already 
paffed. Which not doubting but your High and Mighti- 
nefles will youchfafe to perform, as what is no more 
than juft and becoming your magnificence, we fhall be 
ready to (how the fame favour to the petitions of your 
coimtrymen upon any occafions of the fame nature, 
whenever prefented to us. 

Your High tnd Migbtineffes moft affeiStionate, 

From our paUce at Oliver, Protedor of the Com* 
Whitehall, Sep- monwealth, &c. 

tember — 165 6* 
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Oliver, Proteftor of the Commonwealth of England, 
&c., To the moft Serene Prince, Lewis, ^ King of 
France. ' ' 

Mod Serene King, our deareft Friend 
and Confederate ; 

AGAINST our will it is, that we fo.often trouble your 
majefty with the wrongs done by your fubjefts after a 
peace fo lately renewed. But as we are fully perfltaded, 
that your majefly difapproves their being committed^ 
fo neither can we be wanting (o the complaints of our 
people. That the (hip Anthony of Dieppe was legally 
taken before the league, manifeflly appears by the fen* 
tence of the judges of our admiralty court. Part of the 
lading, that is to fay, four thoufand hides, Robert Brown, 
a merchant of London, &irly bought of thofe who were 
cntrufted with the fale, as they themfelvcs teftify. The 
lame merchant, after the peace was confirmed, carried 
to Dieppe about two hundred of the fame hides, and 
there having fold them to a currier, thought to have 
received his money, but found it flopped and attached 
in the bands of his fador ; and a fuit being commenced 
againfl him, he could obtain no favour in that court : 
wherefore, we thought it proper to requefl your majefty, 
that the whole matter may be referred to your councU, 
that fo the faid money may be difcharged from an un- 
jufl and vexatious adion. For if adts done and ad- 
judged before the peace fhall after peace renewed be 
called into queflion and controverfy, we mufl look upon 
afTurance of treaties to be a thing of little moment. 
Nor will there be any end of thefe complaints, if fbme of 
thefe violators of leagues be not made fevere and timely 
examples to others. Which we hope your majeftv will 
fpeedily take into your care. To whom God Alm^hty 
in the mean time vouchfafe his mofl holy proteftioo. 

• 

Your majefly's mofl afTedionate, 

From our palace Oliver, Protedor of the Com* 

at Whitehall, monwealth of EngUndy Sec. 

Sept.— -1 656* 
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Oliver^ Proteftor of the Commonwealth of Englakd, 
&c.. To the mod Serene Prince, John, King of Por- 
tugal. 

Moft Serene King, 

THE peace being happily concluded between this 
republic and^ the kingdom of Portugal, and what re«> 
fers to trade being duly provided for and ratified, Wc 
deemed it neceflary to fend to your majefty^ Thomas 
Maynard, from whom you will receive thelc Ictten, 
to refide in your dominions, under the chara^er and 
employment of a conful, and to take care of the ellates^ 
and interefls of our merchants. Now in regard it may 
frequently fo fall out, that 'he may be enforced to defirc 
the privilege of free adraiflion to your majefty, as well 
in matters of trade, as upon other occafions for the in-* 
tcrcft of our republic, we make it our requeft to your 
majefty, that you will vouchfafe him favourable accefs 
and audience, which we ftiall acknowledge as a fingular 
demonftration and teftimony of your majefty*s good- 
will ,towards us. In the mean time we befecch Almighty 
God to blefs your majefty with all profpcrity. From 
our court at Weftminftcr, Oftob. — 1656. 

Your majefty*s moft affedlionate, 

* 

Oliver^ Protedor of the Conunon- 
wealth of England, &c« 

To the King of the Swedes. 

Moft Serene and Potent King, 

ALTHOUGH your majefty*s wonted and fpontanc- 
ous fevour and goodwill toward all deferving men be 
fuchy that all recommendations in their behalf may feem 
iuperfluous, yet we were unwilling to difmifs without 
our letters to your majefty this noble perfon, William 
Vavaffour, knight, ferving under your banners, and now 
returning to your majefty : which we have done fo much 
the more willinglv, being informed, that formerly fol- 
lowing your majeuy's fortunate condud, he had loft his 
blood in ieveral combats, to afTert the noble caufe for 
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.which you fight. Ihfomuch, that the fucceeding kings 
of Swedcland, in remuneration of his military &ill, 
and bold achievements in war, rewarded him with lands 
and annual penfions, as the guerdons of his prowcfs. 
Nor do we queftion, but that he may be of great ufe to 
your majefty in your prefent wars, who has been fo long 
confpicuous for his fidelity and experience in military 
aiFairs. It is our defire therefore, that he may l>e re- 
commended to your majefty according to his merits; 
and we alfo farther requeft. That he may be paid the 
arrears due to him* This, as it will be moft acceptable 
to us, fo we (hall be ready upon the like occafion, when- 
ever offered, to gratify your majefty, to whom we wifti 
all happinels and profperity. 

Your majefty*s moft afFedlionate, 

Olivir, ProtedVor of the Common- 
wealth of England, &c. 

Oliver, Proteftor of the Commonwealth of England, 
&c., To the moft Serene Prince, John, King oi Por- 
tugal. 

» 

Moft Serene King, our deareft Friend 
and Confederate ; 

THOMAS EVANS, a mafter of a (hip, and our coun- 
tryman, has prefented a petition to "us, wherein he fets 
forth, that in the years 1649 and 1650 he ferved the 
Brafile company with his ftiipthe Scipio, being a veffel 
of four hundred tons, and of which he was mafter: that 
the faid ftiip vcas taken from him, with all the lading and 
furniture, by your majefty's command ; by which he 
has received great damage, befides the lols of fix years 
gain arifing out of fuch a ftock. The commiflioners by 
the league appointed on both fides for the deciding con- 
trovcrfies valued the whole at feven thoufand of ouf 
pounds, or twice as m^ny milreys of Portugal money, 
as they made their report to us. Which lofs falling fo 
heavy upon the forefaid Thomas, and being conftnuned 
to make a voyage to Lift>on for the recovery of hi9 
eftate, he humbly befought us, that we would grant him 
our letters to your majelty in favour of Jhis demands.-^ 

wi 
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Wc therefore, (although we wrote the laft year in bi>- 
half of our merchants in general to whom the Brafile 
company was indebted, neverthelefs that we may not 
be wanting to any that implore our aid), requefl your 
majefty, in regard to that friendfliip which is between 
^s, that confideration may be had of this man in parti'- 
cular, and that your majefty would give fuch ordets 
to all your minifters and officers, that no obftacle may 
hinder him from demanding and recovering without 
delay what is owing to him firom the Brafile compaoy^^ 
or any other perfons. God Almighty blefs yoor majei^^ 
with perpetual felicity, and grant that our friendfliip 
may long endure. 

From our palace at Weftminfter, Oftob. — 1656. 

Your majefty's moil affe Aionate, 

Olivbr, Proteftor of the Com- 
monwealth of £ngland, &c. 

Olivir, Prote&or of the Commonwealth of England, 
&c., To the Uluftrious and Magnificent Senate of 
Hamborough, 

Moft Noble, Magnificent, and Right Worftiipfal 5 

JAMES and Patrick Hays, fubjeds of this common- 
wealth, have made grievous complaint before us. That 
they, being lawful heirs of their brother Alexander who 
'died inteftate, were fo declared by a ientence of your 
court pronounced in their behalf againft their brother's 
widow ; and the eftatcs of their dcceafed' brother, toge- 
ther with the profits, only the widow's dowry excepted, 
being adjudged to them by virtue of that fentence; 
neverthelefs, to this very day they could never reap any 
benefit of their pains and expenies in obtaining the faid 
judgment, notwithftanding their own declared right, 
and letters formerly written by king Charles in their be- 
half; for that the great power and wealth of Albert van 
*E3rzcn, one of your chief magiftrates, and with whom 
the greateft part of the goods was de[x>fitcd, was an c^- 
pofition too potent for them to furmount, while he 
ftrove all that in him lay that the goods mi^ht nc^t be ^ 
reftored to the heirs. Thus difappointcd and tired out 
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with delays, and at length reduced to utmoft poverty, 
thev are become fuppliants to us, that we would not 
foruike them, wronged and opprefTed as they are in a 
confederated city. We therefore believing it to be a 
chief part of our duty, not to fuffer any countryman of 
ours in vain to defire our patronage and fuccour in di(^ 
trefs, make this requeft to your lordftiips, which we are 
apt to think we may eafily obtain from your city. That 
the fentencc pronounced in behalf of the two brothers 
may be ratified and duly executed, according to the in- 
tents and purpofes for which it was given; and that 
you will not fuffer any longer delay of juftice, by an 
appeal to the chamber of Spire, upon any pretence 
whatever: for we have required the opinions of our 
lawyers, which we have fent to your lordfliips feirly 
written and figned. But if entreaty and fair means will 
nothing avail, of neceflity (and which is no more than 
according to the cuftomary law of nations, though we 
arc unwilling to come to that extremity) the feverity of 
retaliation muft take its courfe \ which we hope your 
prudence will take care to prevent. From our palace at 
Weftminfter, Odob. 16, i656. 

Your lordfhips* moft afFeftionatc, 

Oliver, Proteftor of the Common* 
wealth of England, &c. 

Oliver, Proteftor of the Coniimonwealth of England, 
&c.. To the moft Serene and Potent Lewis> King of 
France. 

Moft Serene and Potent King, our deareft 
Friend and Confederate ; 

WE are apt to believe, that your majefty received our 
letters dated the 14 th of May, of the laft year, wherein 
we wrote that John Dethic, mayor of London that year, 
and William Waterford, merchant, had by their petition 
fet forth. That a certain veffcl called the Jonas, freighted 
with goods upon their account, and bound for Dunkirk, 
then under the jurifdiftion of the French, was taken at- 
the very mouth of the Thames, by a fearover, pretending 
a commiftion from the fon of the late king Charles : 

which 



Letters of State. " 423 

which being diredly contrary to your cdi61:s and the 
decrees of your council, that no Englifh (hip, taken by 
the enemies of the parliament, fliould be admitted into 
any of your ports, and there put to fale, they demanded 
reflitution of th^ laid fhip and goods from M. Leftrade, 
then governor of the town, who returned them an an- 
{Iver no way becoming a peribn of his quality, or who 
pretended obedience to his fovereign j That the govern- 
ment was conferred upon him for his good (ervice in the 
wars, and therefore he would make his bed advantage 
of it, that is to (ay, by right or wrong ; for that he 
feemcd to drive at : as if he had received that govern- 
ment of your majefty's free gift, to authorize him in 
the robbing your confederates, and contemning your 
edifts fct forth in their favour. For what the King of 
France forbids his fubjeds any way to have a hand in^ 
that the king's governor has not only fuifered to be 
committed in your ports, but he himielf becomes the 
pirate, ieizes the prey, and openly avouches the fad* 
with this anfwer therefore the merchants departed, 
altogether baffled and diiappointed ; and this we fignified 
by our letters to your majefty the lad year with little 
better fuccefs; for as yet we have received no reply to 
thofe letten. Of which we are apt to believe the reaibn 
w^, becauft the governor was with the army in Flan« 
derss but now he refides at Paris, or rather flutters 
unpunifhed about the city» and at court, enriched with 
the QK)ils of our merchants. Once more therefore 
we make it our requeft to your majefty, which it is 
your majefty's intereft in the iirft place to take care of» 
that no perfon whatever may dare to juftify the wrongs 
done to your majefty's confederates by the contempt of 
your royal edifts. Nor can this caufe be properly re* 
ferred to the commiflionerft appointed for deciding com- 
mon controverfies on both (ides -, (ince in this cafe not 
only the rights of confederates, but your authority it« 
iel^ and the veneration due to the royal name, are 
chiefly in difpute. And it would be a wonder, that 
merchants (hould be more troubled for their lofles, than 
your majefty provoked at encroachments upon jour 
honour. Which while you difdain to brook» with the 
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ftmc labour yoa will dcmonftratc, that you neither re- 
pent of your friendly edifts in favour of our republic, 
nor connived at the injuries done by your fubjedte, filir 
neglected to give due refped to our demands. From 
cmr court at Weftminfter, Novemb. — 1656. 

Your niajefty^s moft bounden by goodwill 
by friend (hip and ifblemn league, 

OLivfik, Proteftor of the Commonwealth, &c.' 

Otivtt, Protedtor of the Commonwealtli of England, 
&c., To the moft Serene and Potent Prince, Frederic 
III, King of Denmark, Norway, the Vandals, and 
Goths; Duke of Sleswic, HoIsatia, St6rmatia, 
and Dit^marsh; Count in Oldenbcjrgh andiDRL- 
menhorst; &c. 

Moft Serene arxd Potent King, our deareft 
Friend and Confederate ; 

.. WE received your majefty*5 letters dated the lith of 
February, from Copenhagen, by the ntioft worthy Simon 
de Pitfctim, your majiefly*s agent here rcfiding. Which 
when we had perufcd, the dertionftrations of your ma'» 
jefty^s goodwill towards u's, ahd the importance of the 
matter concerning which you write, Sifiected us to that 
degree, that we defigned forthwith to fehd to your ma- 
jefty fome perfon, who being furiiiftied with ample 
intruAions from us, might more at liirge declare to your 
majefty our counfels in that affair. And though we 
have ftill the fame refolutions, yet hitherto we have not 
been at leidire to think of a perfon proper to be en- 
trufted with thofe commands, which the Weight of the 
matter requires; though in a (hort time we hope to be 
more at liberty. In the mean while we thought it not 
convenient any longer to delay the letting your majefty 
underftand, that the prefent condition of afikirs in 
Europe has employed the greateft part df our care and 
thoughts'; white for fome years, to our great grief, we 
have beheld the pfotcftant princes, and wprenie magif- 
trates of the rcforhied rdpfiiblics, (whom it nether be* 
hoves, as being engaged by the common tie of religion 
and Mety, to cxHobine ahd ftudy all the ways imaginable 
14 conducmg 
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eonducing to mutual defence) more and more at weak* 
toing variance among thcmfelves, and jealous of each 
other's adions and defigns; putting their friends in fear, 
their enemies in hope, that the pofture of affairs bodes 
rather enmity and difcord, than a firm agreement of 
mind to defend and aflift each other. And this folicitude 
has fixed itfclf fo much the deeper in our thoughts, in 
tegard there fcems to appear fome fparks of jealoufy 
between your majefty and the king of Sweden j at leaft, 
that there is not that conjunftion of affcftions, which 
bur love and goodwill in general toward the orthodox 
reli^on fo importunately requires: your majefty, per- 
haps, fufpefting that the trade of your dominions will 
be prejudiced by the king of Sweden ; and on the other 
fide, the king of Sweden being jealous, that by your 
means the war which be now wages is made more diffi- 
cult, and that Jrou oppofe him in his contracting thofe 
alliances which he feeks. It is not unknown to your 
majefty, fo eminent for your profound wifdom, how 
great tht danger is that threatens the proteftaht religion, 
IhouM (uch fuipicions long continue between two luch 
potent mbnarchs; more elpecially, which God avert, if 
any fymptom of boftility (hould break forth. However 
it be, for our parts, as we have carneftly exhorted the 
ling of Sweden, and the flates of the United Provinces 
to peace, and moderate coonfels, (and are beyond ex*» 
preffion glad to behold peace and cornrord renewed be* 
twcen them, for that the heads of that league arc trant 
mitted to us by their lordftiips the ftates-general) fo we 
thought it our duty, and chiefly becoming our friend- 
jhip, not to conceal from vour majefty what our fenti- 
tnents are concerning thelc matters, (more eipecially 
being affe(5lionately invited fo to do by your niajefty's 
moft friendly letters, which we look upoi, ami embrace, 
as a moft Angular teflimony of your goodwill towards 
us) but to lay t)efore your eyes how great a neceflity 
Divine Providence has impofod upon us all that profcu 
tht prt)tcftant religion, to ftudy peace among ourfelves, 
and.that chiefly at ihis time, when our moft embittered 
enemies feem to have on every fide confpired our dc- 
ftrudion. There is no neceflity of calling to remem- 
brance 
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brance the valleys of Piedmont dill befmeared with 
the blood and (laughter of the miierable inhabitants; 
nbr Auflria, tormented at the fame time with the em«f 
peror's decrees and profcriptions 3 nor the impetuoiif 
onfets of the popifli upon the proteftant Switzers. Who 
can be ignorant, that the artifices and machinations of 
the Spaniards, for fome years lad pad, have filled all 
thefe places with the conhifed and blended havoc of fire 
and fword ? To which unfortunate pile of mi&ries^ if 
once the reformed brethren (hould come to add their 
own difleniions among themfelves, and more eipccially 
two (iich potent monarchs, the chiefeft part of our (brengthi 
and among whom fo lai^e a provifion of the proteftant 
fecurity and puiflance lies ftored and hoarded up againft 
times of danger, mod certainly the intereds of the pro* 
tedants mud go to 'ruin, and fufTer a total and irre- 
coverable eclipte. On the other fide, if peace continue 
firmly fixed between two fuch powerful neighbours, 
and the red of the orthodox princes; if we would but 
make it pur main dudy, to abide in brotherly concord, 
there would be no ca\^, by God's aflidance, to fear 
neitber the force nor the fubtilty of our enemies ; all whole 
endeavours and laborious toils our union alone would be 
able to diffipate and frudrate^ Nor do we quedion, but 
that your majedy, as you are freely willing, fo your will- 
ingnefs will be conflant in contributing your utmod 
affidance^ to procure this bleded peace. To which pur- 
pofe we (hall be motl ready to communicate and jom 
our counfels with your majedy; profeffing a real and 
cordial friendfliip^ and not only determined inviolably 
to obferve the amity fo aufpicioufly contracted between 
us, but, as God fhall enable us, to bind our prefent al* 
liance with a more drid:* and fraternal bond. la the 
mean time, the fame eternal God grant all things prof* 
perous and fuccefsful to your majedy. 

Your majefljr's mod clofely united by friondfliipi, 
alliance, and goodwill, 
Olivcr^ Proteftor of the Commonwealth 

From our court at Whitehall, . 

Dccemb. — 1656, 
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I 

Oliv£R» Protcftor of the Commonwealth of England, . 
&c. To the moft Serene and Illuftrious Prince and 
Lord, the Lord William, Landgrave of HpssB, 
Prince of HsXEriLDT, Count in Cittzinillcbogin, 
DeciaLiGBNHAiN, Widda, andScHAUNBURc, tec. 

Moft Serene Prince, 

WE had returned an anfvver to your letters fcnt us 
now near a twelvemonth fince, for which we beg your 
hlghnefs's pardon, had not many, and thoie the moft 
important affairs of the republic under our care, con- 
ftrained us to this unwilling filence. For what letters 
could be more grateful to us, than thofe which arc 
written from a moft religious prince, deltended from 
religious anceftors, in order to fettle the peace of reli- 
gion, and the harmony of the church ? which letters 
attribute .to us the fame inclinations, the fame zeal to 
promote the peace of Chriftcndom, not only in your own 
but in the opinion and judgment of almoft all the 
chriftian world, and which we are moft highly glad to 
find fo univerfally afcribed to ourfelves. And how far 
our endeavours have been fignal formerly throughout 
thefe three kingdoms, and what we have cfFeftcd by our 
exhortations, by our fufferings, by our conduft, but 
chiefly by divine affiftance, the greateft part of our peo- 
ple both well know, and are fenfible of, in a deep tran* 
quillity of their confciences. The lame peace we have 
wiflied to the churches of Germany, whofe diflenfions 
have been too (harp, and of too long endurance; and 
by our agent Dury for many years in vain endeavouring 
the fame reconciliation^ we have cordially offeied what- 
ever misht conduce on our part to the fame purpoie. 
We ftill perfevere in tlie (ame determinations, and wifli 
the fame fraternal charity one among another, to thole 
churches. But how difficult a tafk it is to fettle peace 
among thofe fons of peace, as they give out themielves 
to be, to our extreme grief we more than abundantly un* 
derftand. For that the reformed, and thofe of the Au« 
guftan confeflion, Ihould cement together in a commu* 
nion of one church, is hardly •ver to be ezpeded : it is 
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impoffible by force to prohibit either from defending 
their opinons, whether in private diiputes, or by public 
writings; for force can never confift with codefiaftical 
tranquillity. This only were to be wiflied, that they 
who differ, would fuffer themfelves to be entreated, that 
they would difagree more civilly, and with more mo- 
deration; and notwithftanding their difputes, love one 
another ; not embittered agaihft each other as enemies, 
but as brethren diffenting only in trifles, though in *the 
fundamentals of faith moft cordially agreeing. With 
inculcating and perfuading thefe things, we (hall never 
be wearied ; beyond that, there is nothing allowed to 
human force or counfels : God will accomplifti his own 
work in his own time. In the mean while, you, moft 
ferene prince, have ' left behind you a noble teftimony of 
your aifedlion to the churches, an eternal monument 
becoming the virtue of your anceftors, and an exampiar 
worthy to be followed by all princes. It only then re- 
mains for us to implore the merciful and great God 
to crown your highncfs with all the profpcrity in other 
things which you can wifli for ; but not to change your 
mind, than which you cannot have a better fince a 
better cannot be, nor more pioufly devoted to his glory. 

Wcftminfter, March — 1656. 

Oliver, Proteftor of the Commonwealth of England^ 
&c.. To the moft Serene Prince, the Duke of Coua* 

LAND. 

Moft Serene Prince, 

WE have been abundantly fatisfied of your affe^ion 
to us, as well at other times, as when you kindly enter- 
tained our embaffador in his journey to the duke of 
Mufcovy, for fome days together making a ftop in your 
territories: now we are no lefe confident, that your 
highnels will give us no lefs obliging teftimonies of your 
jultice and equity, as well out of your own goodnature, 
as at our requeft. For we are given to underuand, that 
one John Johnfon, a Scotfman, and matter of a certain 
Ihip of yoursy having faithfully difcharged his duty for 
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Ibven years together in the fervice ci your highnefs, 
as to your highnefs is well known, at length delivered 
the faid (hip, called the Whale, in the mouth of the 
river, according as the cuftom is, to one of your pilots, 
by him to be carried fafe into harbour. But it lo fell 
out, that thepilot, being ignorant of his duty, though 
freqiKntly warned and admonifhed by the faid Johnfon, 
as he has proved by feveral witnefles, the faid fliip ran 
igroimd and fplit to pieces, not through any fault of the 
mailer, but through the want of ikill, or obftinacy of 
the pilot. Which being fo, we make it our earned re« 
queft to your highnefs, that neither the faid (hipwreclc 
may be imputed to the fbrementioned Johnfon the 
mailer, nor that he may upon that account be deprived 
of the wages due to him ; by the only enjoyment of 
which, he having lately fufTered another misfortune at 
Tea, he hopes however to fupport and comfort himfelf 
in the extremity of his wants. 

From our court at Wcftminilcr, 
March—, 1657. 

Ouvn, Proteflorof the Commonwealth of Ekg land, 
&c.. To the moil Noble the G)nfuls and Senators of 
the Republic of Dantzxck. 

Mofl Noble and Magnificent, our dearefl Friends ; 

WE have always efteemed your city flourifhing in in- 
duflry, wealth, and fhidious care to promote all ufeful 
arts and fciences, fit to be compared with any the mofl 
noble cities of Europe. Now in regard that in this war, 
that has been long hovering about your confines, you 
have rather chofcn to fide with the Polanders, than witH 
the Swedes ; we arc moil heartily defirous, that for the 
fike of that religion which you embrace, and of your 
ancient commerce with the Englifh, you would ctuefly 
adhere to thofe counfcls, which may prove mod agreeable 
to the glory of God, and the dignity and fplendour of 
your city. Wherefore we entreat ye, for the fake of 
that friendfhip which has been long eflabli(hed betweea 
yourfelves and the EnglUh nation, and if our reputation 

have 
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have obtained any favour or efleem among ye, to fct at 
liberty count Conifmark, confpicuous among the prin* 
cipal of the Swedifti. captains, and a perfon fingularly 
femed for his conduft in war, but by the treachery of 
his own people . furpriied at fea ; wherein you will do 
no more than what the laws of war, not yet exafperated 
to the height, allow ; or if you think this is not (b agree- 
able to your interefts, that you will however deem him 
worthy a more eafy and lefs feverc confinement. Which 
of thefe two favours foever you (hall determine to grant 
us, you will certainly perform an adt becoming the repu- 
tation of your city, and highly oblige befides the moil 
famous warriors and mofl eminent captains of all parties : 
and laftly, lay upon ourfelves an obligation not the 
meaneft ; and perhaps it may be worth your mtereft to 
gratify us. 

From our court at Weft- Your lord (hips* afie£tion- 
minfter, April —,1656. ate, OLIVER, &c. 

OLivER,Proteftor of the Commonwealth of England, 
Scotland, and Ireland, &c., To the moft Serene 
and Potent Prince and Lord, Emperor and Great 
Duke of all Russia; fole Lord of Volodomaria, 
Moscow and Noyograge; KingofCAZ an. Astral- 
can, and Siberia ; Lord of Vobscow, Great Duke 
of Smolensko, Tuerscoy, and other Places; Lord 
and Great Duke of Novgorod, and the Lower Pro- 
vinces of Chernigov, Rezansco, and others; Lord 
of all the Northern Climes ; alfo Lord of Eversco, 
Cartalinsca, and many other Places. 

ALL men know how ancient the friendfhip, and how 
vaft the trade has been for a long train of years 
between the Englilh nation and the people of your 
empire: but that Angular virtue, moft Au^ft Em- 
peror, which in your majcfty far outfbmes the 
glory of your anceftors, and the high opinion which 
all the neighbouring princes have of it, more efpecially 
moves us to pay a more than ordinary veneration and 
afFeftion to your majefty, and to defire the imparting of 
Iqme things to your confideration, which may conduce 
to the good of Chriftcndom and your own interefts. 
' ao Wherefore, 
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Wherefore, we have fent the moft accompli flied Richard 
Bradfhaw, a perfon of whofe fidelity, integrity, prudence 
and experience in affairs, we are well aflurcd, as having 
been employed by us in feveral other negotiations of 
this nature, under the chanifter of our agent to your 
majefty ; to the end he mav more at large make known 
to your majefty -our Angular goodwill and high refpeft 
toward fo puiffant a monarch, and traniad with your 
majefty concerning the matters abovementioned. Him 
therefore we requeft your majefty favourably to receive 
in our name, and as often as (hall be requifite to grant 
him free accefs to your perfon, and no lefs gracious au- 
dience; and laftly, to give the fame credit to him in all 
things which he (hall propofe or negotiate, as to ourfelves, 
if we were perfonally prefent. And fo we befeech Al- 
mighty God to blefs your majefty and the Ru(fian em- 
pire with all profperity. 

Your majefty*s moft affeiftionate. 

From our court Oliver, Proteftor of the Com- 

at We(bninfter, mon wealth of En o l ah d, &c. 

AjMril-r-, 1657. 

■ 

Olivir, Proteftor of the Commonwealth of Ehglano, 
&C.9 To the moft Serene and Potent Prince, Charles 
GuSTAvus, King of the Swedes, Goths, and Van- 
dals, &c. 

Moft Serene and Potent King, our deareft 
Friend and Confederate; 

THE moft honourable William Jepfon, colonel of 
horfe, and a (enator in our parliament, who will have 
the honour to deliver thcfe letters to your majefty, will 
tnake known to your majefty, with what difturbance 
and grief of mind we received the news of the fatal war 
broke out between your majefty and the king of Den- 
mark^ and how much it is our cordial and real endea- 
vour, not to negledt any labour or duty of ours, as far 
as God enables us, that fome fpeedy remedy may be ap-^ 
plied to this growing mifchief, and thofe calamities 
averted, which of neceffity this war will bring upon 
the common caufe of religion s more e(pecially at this 

time. 
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tim?, now that 6ur advcriaries unite their fbfces ixA 
pernicious counfels againft the profeflipn and profefibrs 
of the orthodox &ith. Thefe. and fome other coniidera-^ 
tious of great importance to the benefit and public in« 
tereils of both nations, have induced us to fend this gcn« 
tleman to your majefty, under the charaAer of our ex* 
traordinary envoy. Whom we therefore deiire yout 
HiajeAy kindly to receive, and to give credit to him in 
^I things which he (hall have to impart to your ma« 
jefly in our name; as being a perfon in whofe fidelity 
and prudence we very much confide. We alio farther 
requeft. That your majefty will be pleafed fully to aflure 
yourielf of our goodwill and mod undoubted zeal, as 
well toward your majefty, as for the profperiiy of your 
affairs. Of which we (hall be readily prepared with all 
imaginable willingnefs of mind to give unquefttonahlc 
teftimonies upon all occafions. From our court at 
Weftminftcr, Auguft — 1657. 

Your majefty*s friend, and moft ftridly 
counited confederate, 

Oliver, Protcftbr of the Com* 
monwealth of England, &c. 

Olivbh, Proteftor of the Commonwealth of Engl and, 
&c.. To the moft Serene Prince, the Lord Frederic 
William, Marquis of Brandenburgh, High Cham* 
berlain of the Imperial Empire, and Prince Eleftar, 
Duke of Magdeburg, Prussia, Juliers, Clsves, 
MoNTs, Stettin, Pomerania, of the Cassivbi^ns 
and Vandals, asalfoof Silbsia, Crosna, and Car^ 
kovia, Burgrave of Nqrrinburg, Prince of Hal- 
BERSTADT and Minda, Count of Mark and Ravrw^ 
BERG, Lord in Rave^stein. 

Moft Serene Prince, our deareft Friend 

and Confederate; 

SUCH is the £ime of your highncfs*s virtue and pru- 
dence both in peace and war, and (b loudly fpcead 
through all the world, that all the princes Tound abou( 

are ambitious of your fi:iend(hip } nor dois9 any one de- 
fire 
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fire a more fiutbful or conlUnt friend and aflbciate: 
therefore to the end your bighnefs may know, that we 
are alfo in the number of thofe that have the higheii and 
mod honourable thoughts of your perfon and merits, 
fo well deferving of the commonwealth of Chriftendom ; 
we have lent the mod worthy colonel William Jepfc^n, a 
fenator in our parliament, in our name to kils your 
highnefs's hands; and withal to wilh the continuance 
of all pro^rity to your affairs, and in words at large to 
exprefs our goodwill and affedion to your lerenity ; 
and therefore make it our requeft. That you will vouch- 
fiife to give him credit in thofe matters concerning 
which he has inftrudtions to treat with your highnefs, as 
if all things were attefted and confirmed by our peribnal 
preience. From our court at Whitehall, Auguft — ^ 
1657. 

Olivbr, Proteftor of the Commonwealth of England, 
&c.. To the mod Koble the Confuls and Senators of 
the city of Hamborouoh. 

Moft Noble, mod Magnificent, and Worthy, 

THE moft accompliflied colonel William Jepfon, a 
ienator in our parliament, being fent by us to the moft 
ferene king of Sweden, is to travel through your city) 
and therefore we have given hinx in command, not to 
pafs by your lordihips unfaluted in our name; and 
withal to make it our requeft. That you will be ready 
to affift him upon whatfoever occafion he (hall think it 
lequifite to crave the aid of your authority and counfeh 
Which the more willingly you Ihall do, the more you 
ihall find you have acquired our &vour. 

From our court at Weftminfter, 
Aug.— ,1657. 

To the moft Noble, the Confuls and Senators of the 

City of Brsmb. 

HOW great our affcftion is toward your city, how 

particular our goodwilli as well upon the account of 

Vol. IVt F f your 



^34 Letters of State, 

your religion, as for the celebrated fplendour of your 
city, as formerly you have found; fo when occafion 
offers, you (hall be further fenfible. At prefent, in re- 
gard the mod accomplifhed colonel Wilham Jepfon, a 
ienator in our parliament, is to travel through Bremen 
with the charaftcr of our envoy extraordinary to the 
king of Sweden, it is our pleafure that he falute your 
lordihips lovingly and friendly in our name; and that 
if any accident fall out, wherein your affiftance and 
friendfhip may be ferviceable to him, that he may have 
free admiflfion to defire it, u}X)n the fcore of our alliance. 
Wherein we are confident you will the lefs be waoting« 
by how much the more reafon you will have to be ^* 
fured of our lingular love and kindnefs for your lord- 
ships. From our court at Whitehall, Auguft-r-, 1657. 

■ 

Oliver, Proteftor of the Commonwealth of EkglanDi 
&c«. To the moft Noble ihe Senators and Coafuk of 
the City of Lubeck. 

Mofl Noble, Magnificent, and Right 
Worlhipful, our deareft Friends ; 

COLONEL William Jepfon, a peribn of great ho- 
nour, and a ienator in our parliament, is to pafs with 
the charader of a public minifter firom your aty to the 
king of iSweden, encamping npt far from it Wheoe* 
fore we defire your lordfhips, that if occafion requiiei 
upon the accoimt of the . fnendfhip and commerce be- 
tween us, you will be affiftant to him in his j<Hirn^ 
thix)ugh your city, and the territories under your jurit- 
di<$ion. As to what remains, it is our £uther pleafure, 
that you be faluted in our name, and that you be ^f* 
fured of our goodwill and ready inclinations to fenre 
your lordfhips. From our court at Weflminflcr, Au- 
guft— ,1657. 

OLiviR,Frote6lor of the Conunonwealth of Emglano, 
&c.. To tbe City of Hamborough. 

Moil Noble, Magnificent, tod Right Worlhipful ; 

PHILIP MEADOWS, who brings thefe Iptter^ to 

your 
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your lordfhips, is to travel through your city with the 
charaftcr of our agent to the king of Denmark. There- 
fore we moft earneftJy recommend him to your lordftiips, 
that if any occaiion fliould happen fqr him to defire it, 
you would be ready to aid him with your authority 
and affiftance : and we defire that this our recommenda- 
tion may have the fame weight at prefent with your 
tordfliips as formerly it wont to have; nor (hall we be 
wanting to your lordfliips upon the (ame opportunities. 
From our court at Whitehall, Auguft — , 1657. 

Olfvik, Proteftor of the Commonwealth of England, 
&c.. To the moft Serene Prince, Frederic, Heir of 
Norway, Duke of Sleswic, Holsatia, and Dit- 
MARSH, Count in Oldenburoh and Delmenhorst. 

Moft Serene Prince, our deareft Friend ; 

COLONEL William Jepfon, a perfon truly noble in 
his country, and a fenator in our parliament, is fent by 
us, as our envoy extraordinary to the moft fercne king 
of Sweden; and may it prove happy and profperous 
for the common peace and interefts of ChriftLndom! 
We have given him inftruftions, among other things, 
that in his journey, after he has kifled your Serenity's 
hands in our name, and declared our former goodwill 
and conftant zeal for your welfare, to requeft of your 
Serenity alfb, that being guarded with your authority, 
he may travel with fafety and convenience through your 
territories. By which kind a£k of civility, your high- 
ne(s will in a greater meafure oblige us to returns of an<« 
fwerable kindnels. From our court at Weftminfter^ 
Aug.— ,1657. 

Oliver, ProteAor of the Commonwealth of England, 
&€.» To the moft Serene Prince, Firdinand^ Great 
Duke of Tt sc ANY. 

Moft Serene Great Duke, our deareft Friend ; 

THE company of our luerchants trading to the eaft- 
iax coafls of the Mediterranean fea, by their petition to 
Wf have (et fortb^ that William Ellis, mailer of a (hip 
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called the Little Lewis, being at Alexandria in ^ypt, 
was hired by the Bafha of Memphis^, to carry rice> lugar, 
and cofTee, either to Conftantinople or Smyrna, for the 
ufe of the Grand Seignior; but that contrary to his 
faith and promifc given, he bore away privately firom 
the Ottoman fleet, and brought his (hip and lading to 
Leghorn, where now he lives in pofleifion of his prey. 
Which villanous a<ft being of dangerous example, as ex« 
poiing the Chriftian name to fcandal, and the fortunes 
of our merchants living under the Turks to violence and 
raniac ; we therefore make it our requeft to your hi^h- 
uefs, that you will give command, that the (aid mailer 
be apprehended and imprifoned, and that the veflel and' 
goods may remain under feizure, till we (hall have 
given notice of our care for the reftitution of thofe 
goods to the fultan : afluring your highnefs of our rea- 
dinefs to make fuitable returns of gratitude, whenever 
opportunity preients itfelf. From our court at Wcft- 
minfter, September — , 1657. 

Your lughnefs's moft afledtionate, 

Oliver, Protedor of the Common- 
wealth of England, &c, 

Oliver, Protestor of the Commonwealth of England, 
&c.. To the moft Serene Prince, the Lord Frederic- 
William, Marquis of Bran dbMburgh^ &c. 

Moft Serene Prince, our moft dear 
Friend and Confederate -, 

BY our laft letters to your highnefs, either already or 
(hortly to be delivered by our embaffador William Jep- 
(bn, we have imparted the fubftance of our embaflv to 
your highnefs; which we could not do without l^e 
mention of your great virtues, and demonftration of our 
own goodwill and afFeftion. Neverthclefs, that wc may 
not ieem too fupcrficially to have gilded over your tranf- 
cending defervmgs of the proteftant intercfts; wc 
thought it proper to refuaic the fame fubjedt, and pay 
our refped and veneration^ not more willingly, or with 
a greater fervency of mind, but (teiewhat more at large 
to your hi^nefi:^ and truly mcA ddervcdhr, when 
daily informdoQ itRchcs our cars» that your taith and 

Ao con(ciencC| 
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confcience^ by all manner of artifices tempted and affailed^ 
by all manner of arts and devices folicited, yet cannot 
be fhaken, or by any violence be rent fix)m your friend- 
iliip and alliance with a mod magnanimous prince and 
your confederate: and this, when the affaus of the 
Swedes are now reduced to that condition, that in ad- 
hering to their alliance, it is manifeft, that your high- 
nefs rather confults the common caufe of the reformed 
religion, than your own advantage. And when your 
highnefs is almoft furrounded and befieged by enemies 
cither privately lurking, or almoft at your gates; yet 
fuch is your conftancy and refolution of mind, fuch 
your condud and prowefs becoming a great general^ 
that the burthen and maffy bulk of the whole affair, 
and the event of this important war, (cems to reft and 
depend upon your fole determination. Wherefore 
your highnefs has no reafon to queftion, but that you 
may rely upK>n our friendfliip and unfeigned affedtion ; 
who (hould think ourfelves worthy to be foriaken of 
all men's good word, (hould we feem carelefs in the 
leaft of your unblemifhcd fidelity, your conftancy, and 
the reft of your applauded virtues ; or fhould we pay 
lefs refpeft to your highnefs upon the common fcore of 
religion. As to thofe matters propounded by the moft 
accompli(hed John Frederic Schlever, your counfellor 
and agent here refiding, if hitherto we could not return 
an anfwer, fuch as we defired to do, though with all 
afliduity and diligence laboured by your agent ; we in- 
trcat your highnefs to impute it to the prefent condi- 
tion of our affairs, and to be aiTured, that there is no- 
thing which we account more facred, or more earneftly 
dcfire, than to be ferviceable and affifting to your in- 
terefts, fo bound up with the caufe of religion^ In the 
mean time we befecch the God of mercy and power, 
that fo fignal a prowefs and fortitude may never lan- 
guid or be oppreffed, nor be deprived the fruit and due 
applaufe of all your pious undertakings. From our 
court at Wcftminftcr, September — , 1657. 

Your highnefs's moft affedtionate, 

Oliver, Proteftor of the Common- 
wcalih of England, &c. 

f ^3 
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To the moft Excellent Lord, M. De BouRdEAUX, Ex- 
traordinary Embaflador from the moft Serene King 
of France. 

Moft Excellent Lord, 

LUCAS LUCIE, merchant of London, has tnade his 
complaint to the moft ferene lord protedor, concerning 
a certain fhip of his, called the Mary ; which in her 
voyage from Ireland to Bayonne, being driven by 
tempeft into the port of St. John de Luz, was there de- 
tained by virtue of an arreft, at the fuit of one Martin 
de Lazan : nor could (he be difcharged, till the mer- 
chants had given fecurity to ftand a trial for the pro- 
perty of the (aid (hip and lading. For Martin pre- 
tended, to have a great fum of money owing to him by 
the parliament for feveral goods of his, which in the 
year 1 642 were feized by authority of parliament, in a 
certain (hip called the Sanfta Clara. But it is manifeft, 
that Martin was not the owner of the faid goods, only' 
that he profecuted the claim of the true owner Richald 
and Iriat, together with his partner, whofe name was 
Antonio Fernandez ; and that upon the (aid Martin and 
Antonio's falling out among themfelves, the parliament 
decreed, that the faid goods (hould be ftopped till the 
law (hould decide to which of the two they were to be 
reftorcd. Upon this, Anthony was delirous, that the 
aftion (hould proceed ; on the other fide, neither Martin, 
nor any body for him, has hitherto appeared in court : 
all which is evidently apparent by Lucas's petition 
hereto annexed. So that it feems moft unrea(bnablc, 
that he who refufed to try his pretended title with An- 
tonio, to other men's goods, in our own courts, fhould 
compel our people, and the true owners, to go to law 
for their own in a foreign dominion. And that the 
fame is apparent to your excellency's equity and pru- 
dence, the moft ferene lord proteftor makes no qucf- 
tion ; by whom I am therefore commanded in a parti- 
cular manner, to recommend this fair and honeft cau(c 
of Lucas Lucie to your excellency's confideration ; to 
the end that Martin, who neglefts to try his pretended 

right 
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^ight here, may not under that pretence have an oppor- 
tunity in the French dominions to deprive others of 
their rightful claims. 

Wcftminfter, Your excellency's moft affeftionatCk 
Oftober— , 1657. 

Oliver, Proteftor of the Commonwealth of ErrcLANDy 
&c., To the moft Serene Duke and Senate of the Re- 
public of Venice. 

Moft Serene Duke and Senate, our deareft Friends ; 

SO numerous are the tidings brought us from your 
fdrtunate fuccefles ^ainft the Turks, that there is no- 
thing wherein we have more frequent occafion to em- 
ploy our pens, than in congratulating your Serenities 
for fome fignal vidtory. For this fo recently obtained, 
we give ye joy, as being not only moft aufpicious and 
feafonable to your republic ; but which is more; glori- 
ous, fo greatly tending to the deliverance of all the 
Chriftians groaning under Turkilh fervitude. More 
particularly we recommend to your Serenity and the 
fenate Thomas Galily, formerly maft:er of the fhip called 
the Relief, who for thefe five years together has been a 
Have ; though this be not the. firft time we have inter- 
ceded in his behalf, yet now we do it the more freely, 
as in a time of more than ordinary exultation. He 
having received your commands, to ferve your republic 
with his (hip, and engaging alone with feveral of the 
enemies galleys, funk fome, and made a great havoc 
among the reft: but at length his (hip being burnt, the 
brave commander, and fo well dcferving of the Vene- 
tian republic, was taken, and ever fince for five years 
together has endured a miferable bondage among the 
barbarians. To redeem himfelf he had not where- 
withal ; for whatfoever he had, that he makes out was 
owing to him by your highnefe and the fenate, upon 
the account either of his (hip, his goods, or for his 
wages. Now in regard he may not want relief, and for 
that the enemy rcfufcs to difchai^e him upon any other 
condition, than by exchange of fome other peribn of 
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equal value and reputation to himfelf i we moft earneftly 
intreat your higbnefs, and the moft ferene fenate ; and 
the aflElided old man, father of the faid Thomas, full of 
grief and tears, which not a little moved us, by our in- 
terccffion begs, that in regard fo many profperous com- 
bats have made ye mafters of fo many Turkilh prifonen, 
you will exchange ibme one of their number, whom the 
enemy will accept for fo ftout a feaman taken in your 
fcrvice, our countryman, and the only fon of a moft for- 
rowful father. Laftly, that whatfoever is due to him 
from the republic, upon the fcore of wages, or upon 
any other account, you will take care to tee it paid to 
his Either, or to whom he (hall appoint to- receive it. 
The effcft of our firft rcqueft, or rather of your equity, 
was this, that the whole matter was ezamin^, and upon 
an exad fbtting of the accounts the debt was agreed ; 
but perhaps by reafon of more important bufinefs in- 
tervening, np payment enfued upon it. Now the con- 
dition of the miferable creature admits of no longer de- 
lay 9 and therefore fome endeavour muft be ufed, if it 
be worth your while to defire his welfiire, that he may 
fceedily be delivered from the noifome ftench of impri- 
£>nment. Which, as you flouri(h no lefs in juftice, 
moderation, and prudence, than in military fame and 
viftorious ^ccefs, we are confident you will lee done, 
of your own innate humanity and freewill, without 
any hefitation, without any incitement of ours. Now 
that you may long flouri(h> after a moft potent 
enemy fubdued, our daily prayers implore of the 
Almighty, From our court at Weflminfter, OAobcr-^, 
1657. 

Your highnefs's moft afieftionate, 

Oliver, Proteftor of the Com-* 
iQonwealth of England^ &c. 



•<• 



Letters rf State. 441 

Oliver, Protedor oC the Commonweaith 6f England, 
&c.. To the High and Mighty Lords^ the States^ of 
the United Provinces. 

Mod High and Mighty Lords, our deareft 
Friends and Confederates ; 

THE moft illuftrious Williapi Nuport, your extraor- 
dinary embaflador for fome years refiding with us, is 
now returning to your lordfhips ; but with this condi- 
tion, that atter this refpite obtained from your lord- 
fliips, he (hall return again in a Qiort time. For he lias 
remained among us, in the difcharge of his trufl, with 
that fidelity, vigilance, prudence, and equity, that nei- 
ther you nor we could defire greater virtue and probity 
in an embaflador, and a perfon of unblemifhed reputa- 
tion ; with thofe inclinations and endeavours to preferve 
peace and friendfhip between us, without any fraud or 
diflimulation, that while he officiates the duty of your 
embaflador, we do not find what occafion of fcruple or 
oflfence can arife in either nation. And we Ihould brook 
his departure with fo much the more anxiety of mind, 
coafiderifig the prefent juncture of times and affairs, 
were we not afTured, that no man can better or more 
faithfully declare and reprefent to your lordfhips, either 
the prefent condition of affairs, or our goodwill and af- 
feftion to your government. Being therefore every 
way fo excellent a perfon^ and fo very deferving both of 
youn and our republic, we requefl your lord (hip to 
receive him returning, fuch as we unwillingly difmifs 
him, laden with the real teHimonials of our applaufes. 
Alniighty God ^rant all profperity to your affairs, and 
perpetuate our finendfhipi to hb glory, and the fupport 
of his orthodox church. 

Your high and mightinefles moft devoted. 

From our Court at Weflminfter, 
Nov.—, 1657. 
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Olivbr, PfoteAor of the Comnionwealth of England, 
&c.» To the High and Mighty Lords, the States of the 
United Provinces. 

Moil High and Mightv Lords, oiur deareft 
Friends and Confederates ; 

GEORGE DOWNING is a perfon of eminent quality, 
and after a long trial of his fidelity, probity, and diligence, 
in feveral and various negotiations, well approved and 
valued by us. Him we have thought fitting to fend to 
your lordfhips, dignified with the chara<9:er of our agent> 
and amply fiirniflied with our infbudlions. We there- 
fore defire your lordfhips, to receive him kindly, and that 
fb often as he fhall fignify that be has any thing to impart 
in our name to your lordfhips, you will admit him free 
audience, and give the fame credit to him, and entruft 
him with whatloever you have to communicate to us, 
which you may fafely do, as if ourfelves were perfonally 
prefent. And fo we befeech Almighty God to blefs your 
lordfhips, and your republic with afl profperity, to the 
glory of God and the fupport of his Church. 

Your high and mightinefTes mofl afifeftionate. 

From our court at Whitehall, ^r Ttrtr-D e 

December-, 1657. OLIVER, &c. 

To the States of Hollani^. 

THERE being an alliance between our republic and 
yours, and thofe affairs to be tranfafted on both fides 
that without an agent and interpreter, fent cither by 
yourfelves, or from us, matters of fuch great moment 
can. hardly be adjufted to the advantage or both nations, 
we thought it conducing to the common good of both 
republics, to fend George Downing, a p^rfdn of eminent 
quality, and long in our knowledge and efleem for his 
undoubted fidelity, probity, and diligence, in many and 
various negotiations, dignified with the charafter df our 
agent, to refide with your lordfhips, arid chiefly to take 
care of thofe things, by which the peace between us may 
be preferved entire and diuturnal. Concerning which 
we have not only written to the States, but alfo thought 

it 
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it requiiite to give notice alfo of the fame to your lord«> 
(hips, fupreme in the government of your province, and 
who make fo confider^ble a part of the United Provinces ; 
to the end you may give that reception to our refident 
which becomes him, and that whatever he trania<^s with 
your High and Mighty States, you may affurc yourfelves, 
(hall be as firm and irrevocable, as if ourfelves had been 
prefent in the negotiation. Now the moft merciful God 
dired all your counfels and aftions to his glory, and the 
peace of his church. 

Weftm. Decemb. — , 1657. 

Oliver, Protedlor of the Commonwealth of Ehclahd, 
&c.. To the mofl Serene Prince, Fbrdinand, Great 
Duke of Tuscan y. 

Moft Serene Great Duke, our much 
honoured Friend, 

YOUR highnefe's letters, bearing date from Florence 
the loth of November, gave us no Imall occafion of con- 
tent and fatisfadion ; finding therein your goodwill to- 
wards us, fo much the more confpicuous, by how much 
deeds than words, performances than promifes, are the 
more certain marks of a cordial afTedion. For what we 
requefted of your highnefs, that you would command 
the mafter of the Little Lewis, William Ellis, (who mofl 
ignominioufly broke his faith with the Turks,) and the 
fliip and goods to be feized and detained, till reflitution 
(hould be made to the Turks, lefl the Chriflian name 
(hould receive any blemifh by thieveries of the like na- 
jture; all thofe things, and that too with an extraordi- 
nary zeal, as we mofl gladly underflood before, your 
highnefs writes that you have feen diligently performed. 
We therefore return our thanks for the kindnefs re- 
ceived, and make it our fiirther requefl, that when the 
merchants have given fecurity to fatisfy the Turks, the 
mafter may be difcharged, and the fhip, together with 
her lading, be forthwith difmifTed, to the end we may 
not feem to have bad more care perhaps of the Turks 

intereftf 
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intcrcft, than our own countryirien. In the mean time, 
we take fo kindly this furpaffing favour done us by your 
higbnefs, and moft acceptable to ut, that we (hould not 
refufe to be branded with ingratitude, if we (hould not 
ardently defire a fpeedy opportunity, with the fame 
promptitude of mind, to gratify your highnefi, whereby 
we might be enabled to demonftrate our readinefs to re- 
turn the fame good offices to fo noble a benefador upoa 
all occafions. 

Your highnefs's mofi aflfe^onate. 

From our court at Wcftminftcr, OLIVER, &c. 

December — , 1657, 

Oliver, Proteftor of the Commonwealth of England, 
&c., Tothe moft Serene and Potent Prince Charles 
GusTAVUs, King of the Swedes, Goths, and Van* 

DALS, &c» 

Mofl Serene and Potent Prince, our moft 
Invincible Friend and Confederate ; 

BY your majefty's letters, dated the 2 1 ft of February 
from' your camp in Seland, we found many reafbns to be 
affefted with no fmall joy, as well for our own parti- 
cular, as in regard of the whole Chriftian republic in ge- 
neral. In the firft place, becaufe the king of Denmark, 
being become an enemy, not induced thereto, as we are 
apt to believe, by his own inclinations or interefts, but 
deluded by the artifices of our common adverfaries, is 
reduced to that condition by your fudden eruption into 
the very heart of his kingdom, with very little blood- 
fhed on either fide, that, what was really true, he will at 
length be perfuaded, that peace would have been more 
beneficial to him, than the war which he has entered into 
againft your majefty. Then ag^n, when he (hall' con- 
iider with himfelf, that he cannot obtain it by any more 
ipecdy means, than by making ufe of our affiftance^ long 
unce oifered him to procure a reconciliation, in regard 
]rour majefty fo readily intreated by the letters only de- 
livered by our agent, by fuch an ealy conceflion of peace, 
moft clearly made it flcpparent how highly you eftieemed 

the 
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the iotcrceflion of our friendfhip, he will certainly apply 
hiinielf to us -, and then our interpofition in fo pious a 
work will chiefly require, that we (hould be the fole re- 
conciler and almoft author of that peace, fo beneficial to 
the interefts of the proteflants ; which, as we hope, will 
fuddeoly be accompliihed. For when the enemies of reli* 
gion (hall defpair of breaking your united forces by any^ 
other means than fetting both your majefties at variance, 
then their own fears will overtake them, left this unex- 
peded conjunction, which we ardently defire, of y6ur 
arms and minds, (hould turn to the deftrudion of them 
that were the kindlers of the war. In the mean time, 
moft magnanimous king, may your prowefs go on and 
profper ^ and the fame felicity, which the enemies of the 
church have admired in the progrefs of your achieve- 
ments, and the fteady career of your vidtories againd a 
prince, now your confederate, the fame by God*s aflif- 
tance, may you enforce them to behold once more in 
their fubverfion. 

From our palace at Weftminfter, 
March 30, 1658. 

Oliver, ProteAor of the Commonwealth of England, 
&c.. To the moft Serene Prince, Ferdinand, Great 
Duke of Tuscany. 

Moft Serene Prince, 

THE anfwer, which we have given to your agent here 
refiding, we believe, will fully (atisfy your highnefs as 
to our admiral, who but lately put into your ports. In 
the mean time, John Holier, mafter of a (hip called the 
Owner, has fet forth in a petition to us, that in April 
1656, he hired out hb (hip by a charty-party agreement, 
to one Jofeph Arman, an Italian, who manifeftly broke 
all the covenants therein contained ; fo that he was en- 
forced, left he (hould lofe his (hip and lading, together 
with his whole principal ftock, openly to fet forth the 
fraud of his freighter, after the nunner of merchants ; 
ud when he had caufed it to be regiftered by a public 

notary. 
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notary, to fue him at Leghorn, Jofeph, on the other 
fide; that he might . make good one fraud hj another, 
combining with two other litigious traders, upon a 
feigned pretence, by perjury, feized upon fix thoufand 
pieces of eight, the money of one Thomas Qutterbuck. 
But as for his part, the faid Hofier, after great cxpenfe» 
and lois of time, could never obtain his right and due at 
Leghorn: nor durft he there appear in courts being 
threatened as he was, and waylaid by his adverfarics. 
We therefore requeft your highnefs, that you would 
vouchfafe your affiftance to this poor opprefled man^ 
and according to your wonted jufticc, reftrain the in(b- 
lencc of his adversary. For in vain are laws ordained 
for the government of cities by the authority of 
princes, if wrong and violence, when they cannot 
abrogate, (hall be able by threats and terrour to fiii(^ 
trate the refuge and fandhiary of the laws. However, 
we make no doubt, but that your highnefs will §)ec- 
dily take care to puni(h a daring boldnefs of this na- 
ture ; befeeching Almighty God to bleis your highnefi 
with peace and profpenty. 

From our court at Weftminfter^ 
April 7, 1658. 

To the moft Serene and Potent Prince, Lewis, King of 

Francb. 

Moft Serene and Potent King, and moft 
Auguft Friend and Confederate; 

YOUR majefty may call to mind, that at the fame 
time, when the renewing the league between us was in 
agitation, and no lefs auipicioufly concluded, as the man/ 
advantages from thence accruing to both nations, and 
the many annoyances thence attendinj^ the common ene-^ 
my, fufficiently teflify; thofe dreadful butcheries befel 
the Piedmontois, and that we recommended, with great 
fervency of mind and compsllfion, their caufe, on aH fides 
forfaken and afflifted, to your commiierarion and pro* 
U&xon. Nor do wc beticvc that your majefly, of yew- 

fclf, 
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felf, was wanting in a duty fo pious, that we may not 
fay, befeeming common humanity, as &r as your autho- 
rity, and the veneration due to your perfon, could pre- 
vail with the duke of Savoy. Certain we are, that nei- 
ther ourfelves, nor many other princes and cities were 
wanting in our performances, by the interpofition of 
cmbaffies, letters, and intreaties. After a moft bloody 
butchery of both fexes, and all ages, at length peace was 
granted, or rather a certain clandeftine hoftility covered 
over with the name of peace. The conditions of peace 
were agreed in your town of Pignerol ; fcvere and hard, 
but fuch as thote miferablc and mdigent creatures, after 
they had fufTered all that could be endured that was op- 
preflive and barbarous, would have been glad of^ had 
they been but obfcrved, as hard and unjuft as they were. 
But by falfe conftruftions, and various evafions, the af- 
furances of all thefe articles are eluded and violated : 
many are thruft out firom their ancient abodes ; many 
are forbid the exercife of their religion, new tributes are 
cxaded, a new citadel is impofed upon them; from 
whence the foldiers frequently making excuriions, either 
plunder or murder all they meet. Add to all this, that 
new levies are privately preparing againft them, and all 
that embrace the proteftant religion are commanded to 
depart by a prefixed day ; fo that all things feem to 
threaten the utter extermination of thofe deplorable 
wretches, whom the former maflacre fpared. Which I 
moft eameftly befeech and conjure ye, moft Chriftian 
king, by that Right Hand which iigned the league and 
friendfhip between us, by that fame goodly ornament of 
your title of MOST CHRISTIAN, by no means to fuflFer, 
nor to permit fuch liberty of rage and fury uncontrolled, 
we will not fay, in any prince, (for certainly fuch bar- 
barous fevcrity could never enter the breaft of any 
prince, much lefs fo tender in years, nor into the female 
thoughts of his mother) but in thofe fandified cutthroats, 
who, profefling themfelves to be the fervants and dif- 
ciples of our Saviour Clirift, who came into the world to 
lave finners, abufe his meek and peaceful name and prei 
cepts to the moftL cruel flaughter oi the innocent^ R^fcue^ 

you 
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you that are able in your towering (latlon, worthy to be 
able, reicue fo many fuppliants proibrate at your feet^ 
from the hands of ruffians, who, lately drunk with blood, 
again third after it, and think it their fafcd way to 
throw the odium of their cruelty upon princes. But as 
for you, great prince, fufier not, while you reign, your 
titles, nor the confines of yoiir kingdom^ to be contami* 
nated with this fame Heaven-olSfending fcandal, nor the 
peaceful gofpel of Chrift to be defiled with fuch abomi- 
nable cruelty. Remember, that they fubmitted them- 
felves to your grandfather Henry, mod firiendly to the 
protefUnti, when the viftorious Lefdiguieres purfued 
the retreating Savoyard over the Alps. There is alio 
an inftrument of that fubmiffion regiflered among the 
public a^ of your kin^om, wherein it is excepted and 
provided among other things, that from that time for- 
ward the Piedmontois Ihould not be delivered over into 
the power of any ruler, but upon the fame condition 
upon which your invincible grandfather received them 
into his protedtion. This, prote&ion of your grands 
£itber thefe fuppliants now implore from you as grand- 
child. It is your majeily's part, to whom thofe 
people now belong, to give them that protection which 
they have chofen, by fome exchange of habitation, if 
they defire it, and it may be done : or if that be a 
labour too difficult, at leafl to fuccour them with 
your patronage, your commiferation, and your admit- 
tance into fanAuary.' And there are fome reafons of 
ftate, to encoun^ your majefly not to refufe the 
Piedmontois a (ate afylum in your kingdom : but I 
am unwilling that you, fb gteat a king, Ihould be in- 
duced to the defence and fuccour of the miferable by 
any other, arguments than thofe of your anceilor's 
pledged faith, your own piety, royal benignity, and 
magnanimity. Thus the immaculate and intire glory 
of a moft egregious aft will be your own, and ypu 
will find the father of mercy, and his fon, king Chrift^ 
whofe name and dodrine you have vimlicated from 
nefiuious inhumanity, fb much the more &vourable 
and propitious to your majeily» all your days*. . Th$ 

God 
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God of mercy and power infufe into your majefty*s 
Kcart a rcfolution, to defend and (ave fo many inno- 

^nt chriftians, and maintain your own honour. 

« 

Weftminftcr, May — , 1658. 

To the Evangelic Cities of the Swit^^rs. 

Illuftrious and moft Noble Lords, our 
deareft Friends j 
HOW heavy and intolerable the fufferings of the 
Picdmontois, your moft afflifted neighbours, have been, 
and how unmercifully they have been dealt with by their 
own prince, for the fake of their religion, by reafon of 
the fellnefs of the cruelties, we almoft tremble to remem- 
ber, and thought it fupertuous to put you in mind of 
thofe things, whicih are much better known to your 
lordftiips. We have alfo feen copies of the letters which 
your embafladors, promoters and witneffcs of the peace 
cohcluded at Pienerol, wrote to the dOke of Savoy, and 
the prefident of his council at Turin ; wherein they fet 
forth, and make it out, that all the conditions or the 
faid peace are broken, and were rather a fn'are than a 
fccurity to thofe miferable people. Which violation 
continued from the conclufion of the peace till this very 
moment, and ftill growing more heavy every day than 
other; unlefs they patiently endure, unlefs they lay them- 
felves down to be trampled under foot, plafhed like 
morter, or abjure their religion, the lame calamities, 
the fame (laughters hang over their heads, which three 
years fince made fuch a dreadful havoc of them, their 
wives, and children ; and which, if it muft be under- 
gone once more, will certainly prove the utter extirpa- 
tion of their whole race. What (hall fuch miferable 
creatures do ? in whofe behalf no interccflion will avail, 
to whom no breathing time is allowed, nor any certain 
place of refuge. They have to do with wild beafts, or 
fiirics rather, upon whom the remembrance of their for- 
mer murders has wrought no compaflion upon their 
countrymen, no fcnfe of humanity, nor fatiatcd their 
Vol. IV. G c ravenous 



450 Littcn of State. 

ravenous third after blood. Moft certainly tbefe things 
are not to be endured, if we defire the (a&ty of our 
brethren the Piedmontois, moil ancient profeflbrs of the 
orthodox faith, or the welfiure of our religion itfelf. As 
for ourfelves fo far remote, we have not been wanting 
to aflifl them as far as in us lay, nor Ihall we ceafe our 
future aid. But you, who not only lie fo near a4ioining» 
as to behold the butcheries, and to hear the outcries and 
ihrieks of the diftrefled, but are alfo next expo&d to the 
fury of the fame enemies ; confider for the iikc of the 
immortal God, and that in time, what it behoves ye 
now to do : confult your prudence, your piety, and yout 
fortitude; what (liccour, what relief and fateguaid you 
are able, and are bound to a^ord your neighbours and 
brethren, who muft elfe undoubtedly and foeedily pe- 
riib. Certainly the fame religion is the caufe^ why the 
lame enemies alfb feek your perdition y why, at the 
fame time the lad year, they meditated your ruin, by. 
inteftine broils among yourfelves« It (eerhs to be only 
in your power, next under God, to prevent the extir* 
pation of this moft ancient fcion of the purer religion, 
m thofe remainders of the primitive believers; whofe 
prefervation, now reduced to the very brink cS utter 
ruin, if you negled, beware that the nelt turn be not 
your own. Thefc admonitions, while we ^ve ye fieely, 
and out of brotherly love, we are not quite as yet caft 
down : for what lies only in our power fo far diftant, 
as we have hitherto, fo (hall we flill employ our utmoft 
endeavours, not only to procure the fatety of oyr br^^ 
thren upon the precipice of danger, but alfo to relieve 
their wants. May the Alm^hty God. vouchfafe to both 
of us, that peace and tranquillity at home, that fettle* 
ment of times and affairs, that we may be able, to cm* 
ploy all our wealth and force, all our fkudies and coun- 
ids in the defence of his church againfl the r^ge and 
fury of her enemies. 

5'rom bur court at Whitehall, May—, 1658. 
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To hb Emioency, Cardinal Mazarike. 

Mod Eminent Lord, 

THE late mod grievous cruelties, and mod bloody 
flaugbters perpetrated upon the inhabitants of the val« 
leys of Piedmont, within the duke of Savoy's dominions, 
^ccafioned the writing of the enclofed letters to his 
majefty, and thefe other to your eminency* And as we 
make no doubt but that fuch tyranny, and inhumanities, 
fi> rigprooily inflided upon harmle{s and indigent 
people, are highly difpleaiing and oHenfive to the mod 
ierene l^ing^ ^ we readily jperfuade ourfelves, that what 
we lequed from his majedy in behalf of tho(e unfbrtu-' 
nate creatures, vour eminency will employ your endea- 
vour and your nivour to obtain, as an accumulation to 
our interceifions. Seeing there is nothing which has 
acquired more goodwill and aiTedion to the French na-' 
tion, among all the neighbouring profeflbrs of the re- 
formed religion, than that liberty and thofe privileges, 
which by public a£ks and edifts are granted in that king^ 
dom to the protedants. And this among others was one 
main itafon, why this republic (b ardently defired the 
frieadihip and alliance of the French people. For the 
iettKng of which we are now. treating with the king's 
^mbaflador, and have made thofe progrefles, that t^e 
treaty is almod brought to a condufion. Beiides that, 
your eminency's Angular benignity and moderation, 
which in the management of the mod important affairs 
of the kingdom you have always tedlfied to the proted- 
ants of France, encourages us to expedk what we pro« 
mife to otirfelves from your prudence and generoutjr; 
whereby you will not only lay the foundations of a 
drider alliance between this republic and the kingdom 
of France, but oblige us in particular to returns of all 
eood offices of civility and kindneis : and of this we de« 
fire your eminency to red aflured. 

Y^ur eminency's mod aflfeftionate. 
o o a 
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Oliver, Proteftor of the Commonwealth of Englanh, 
&c., To the mod Serene and Potent Prince, Lewis, 
King of France. 

Moft Serene and Mighty King, our moft 
Auguft Friend and Confederate ; 

IT being the intention of Thomas vifcount Falcon- 
bridge, our fon-in-]aw, to travel into France, and no 
lefs his defire, out of his profound refped and veneration 
to your majefty, to be admitted to kifs your royal hands ; 
though by reafon of his pleaiing converiatioh we are un- 
willing to part with him, neverthelefs not doubting but 
he will in a (hort time return from the court of fo great 
a prince, celebrated for the refort of fo many prudent 
and courageous perfons, more nobly prepared for great 
performances, and fully accompIi(hed in whatfoever may 
be thought moft laudable and virtuous, we did not think 
it. fit to put a ftop to his generous refolutions. And 
though he be a perlon, who, unlefs we deceive ourfelves, 
carries his own recommendations about him, wherefo- 
cver he goes ; yet if he fhall find himfelf foniewhat the 
more favoured by your majefty for our fake, we (hall 
think ourfelves honoured and obliged by the fame kind- 
nefs. God Almighty long preferve your majefty in (afc- 
ty, and continue a lafting peace between us, to the com- 
mon good of the chriftian world. 

From our court at Whitehall, 
May—, 1658. 

Oliver, Protedor of the Commonwealth of England, 
&c.. To the moft Eminent Lord, Cardinal Mazarine. 

Moft Eminent Lord, 

HAVING recommended to the moft ferene king 
Thomas Vifcount Falconbridge our fon-in-law, defiious 
to fee France ; we could not but acquaint your cmi- 
nency with it, and recommend hixn in like manner tp 
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yourfcif, not ignorant of what moment and importance 
It will be to our recommendation firfl given him. For 
certainly, what benefit or advantage he (hall reap by re- 
ading Jn your country, which he. hopes will not be 
fmall, he cannot but be beholden for the greateft part of 
it to your favour and goodwill ; whofe (ingle prudence 
and vi|ilancy fupports and manages the grand affairs of 
that kmgdom. Whatever therefore grateful obligation 
your eminency (hall lay upon him, you may be. alTured 
you lay upon ourfelves, and that we (hall number it 
among your many kindnefTes and civilities already 
(hown us. 

Weflmifnfter, May—, 1658. 

Oliver, Proteftor, &c., To the moft Eminent Lord, 

Cardinal Mazarine. 

Moil Eminent Lord, 

HAVING fent the moft illuftrious Thomas Bellafis, 
vifcount Falconbridge, our fon-in-law, to congratulate 
the king upon bis anival in the camp at Dunkirk ; I 
gave him order to attend and wifli your eminency long 
kfe and health in our name, and to return thanks to 
your eminency, by whofe fidelity, prudence, and vi- 
gilancy, it chiefly comes to pais, that the affairs of 
France are carried on with fuch fuccefs in feveral parts, 
but more efpecially in near adjoining Flanders, againft 
our common enemy the Spaniard ; from whom we hope 
that open and armed codtage now will foon exaft a 
rigorous account of all his frauds and treacheries. 
Which that it may be fpeedily done, we (hall not be 
wanting, either with our forces, as far as in us lies, or 
with our prayers to Heaven. 

From our court at Whitehall^ 
May—, 1658. 



03 



454 letters •/ States 

Oliver, Proteftor of the Commonwealth of ENGLAin>» 
&c., To the moft Serene and Pbtenl Prince, Lswiii 
King of FRANCfi. 

Moft Serene and Potent Prince, our moft 
Auguft Friend and Confederate ; 

SO foon as the news was brought us, that your ma* 
jefty was arrived in your camp, and was fate down with 
fo confiderablb an army before Dunkirk, that in&mous 
neft of pirates, and place of refuge for fearobbers, we 
were greatly overjoyed, in certain alTurance that' in a 
ihort time now, with God*s affiftance, the feas will be 
more open and Icfs infefted by thofe plundering rovers ; 
and that your majefty, by your military pFowe(s» will 
now take fpecdy vengeance of the Spanilh frauds ; bjr 
whom one captain was by gold corrupted to the betray* 
ing of Hefden, another treacheroully furprifcd at 
Oftend. We therefore fend the moft noble Thomas 
Tifcount Falconbridge, our fon-in-law, to congratulate 
your majefty's arrival in your camp fb near ust and 
that your mi^efty may underftand from his own Isps^ 
with wliat affe^ion we labour the profoerity of your 
achievements, not only with our united fotces, but our 
cordial prayers, that God would lon^ pre&rve yourma^ 
jefty, and perpetuate our eftabliftied* friendihipt to the 
common good of the chriftian worlds 

Fronj our court at Weftminfter, 

May— ,1658, 

To the moft Serene Prince, FfiRoiNANDi Grand Duke 

of Tuscany. 

Moft Serene Great Duke^ 

IN regard your hi^hnefs in ypur letters has eVer iig- 
nified your extraordinary aifedion toward us^ we aro 
not a little grieved, that either it ftiould be (b obfcurely 
imparted to your governcMrs and minifters, or by them 
fo ill interpreted, that we can reap no benefit or fign of 
it in your port of Lcghorni where your friendftiip to- 
20 wards 
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wards us ought to be mod clearly and truly underftood : 
rather, that we Ihould find the minds of your fubjeds 
daily more averie and hoftile in their demeanour toward 
us. For how unkindly our fleet was lately treated at 
L^orn, how little accommodated with necefTary fup- 
plies^ in what a hoftile manner twice conftrained to de* 
part the harbour, we are fufficiently given to under^ 
ftand, as well from undoubted witneflcs upon the place, 
as from our iwlmiral himfelf, to whofe relation we can- 
not but give credit, when we have thought him worthy 
to command our fleet. Upon his firft arrival in Janu- 
ary, after he bad caufed our letters to be delivered to 
your highnefs, and all offices of civility had paiTed be- 
tween our people and yours s when he defired the ac« 
CommcdatioQ of Porto Ferraro; anlwer was made, it 
could not be granted, left the king of Spain, that is to 
fay our enemy, fhould be ofTendcu. And yet what is 
there which a prince in friendfhip more fi-cquently al- 
lows to his confederate, than free entrance into his ports 
and harbours? Or what is there that we can expeft 
fix>m a friendfhip of this nature, more ready to do us 
tinkindnefs than befriend us, or aid us with the fmalleft 
afiiftance^ for fear of provoking the difpleafure of our 
enemies ? At firft indeed, prattle was allowed, though 
only to two or three of our feamen out of every Ihip, 
who had the favour to go afhore. But foon after, it 
being noifed in the town, that our fhips had taken a 
Dutch vefTel laden with corn for Spain, that little prattic 
we had was prohibited ; Longland the Englifh conful 
was not permitted to go aboard the fleet ; the liberty of 
taking in frefh water, which is ever free to all that are 
not open enemies, was not fullered, but under armed 
guards, at a fevcre rate; and our merchants, which 
refide in the town to the vaft emolument of your 
people, were forbid to vifit their countrymen, or afTift 
them in the leaft. Upon his laft arrival, toward the 
latter end of March, nobody was fufTered to come 
lifhore. The fifth day after, when our admiral had 
taken a fmall Neapolitan veflel, which fell into our 
hands by chance, above two hundred great fhot were 
made at- our fleet from the town, though without any 

G r, 4 damage 
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damage to us. Which was an argument, that what 
provoked your governors without a caufe, as if the 
rights of your harbour had been violated, was done out 
at Tea, at a great diftance from your town, or the ju« 
rifdiftion of your caftle. Prefently our long boats, fent 
to take in frefli water, were aflailed in the port, and 
one taken and detained ; which bein^ redemanded, an* 
fwer was made, that neither the fkiff nor the feamen 
fliould be reftored, unlefs the Neapolitan veffel were dif 
mifled ; though certain it is, that (he was taken in the 
open fea, where it was lawful to feize her. So that 
ours, after many inconveniencies differed, were forced 
at length to fet fail, and leave behind them the provi- 
fion, fpr which they had paid ready money. ' Thcfc 
things, if they were not done by your highnefs*s con- 
ient and command, as we Lope they were not, we de- 
fire you would make it appear by the punifhment of 
the governor, who fo eafily prefumed to violate his 
mafter's alliances; but if they were done with your 
highnefs's approbation and order, we would have your 
bighnefs underftand, that as we always had a iingular 
value for your friendihip, fo we have learnt to diftin* 
guifh between injuries and ads of kindnefs* 

Your good friend, (o far as we may, 

Oliver, Proteftor of the Comhion* 
wealth of England, &c. 

From our court at White- 
hall, May — J 1658. 

Oliver, Proteftor of the Commonwealth of England, 
&c*. To the moft Serene and Potent Prince, Lewis, 
King of France. 

Moft Serene and Potent Prince, our moft 
Auguft Confederate and Friend ; 

BY fo fpeedily repaying our profound refpeft to your 
pajefty, with an accumulation of honour, by fuch an 
illuftrious embafly to our court; you have not only 
made known to us, but to all the people of En^na» 
your Angular benignity and gcnerofity of miodi but 

alfo 
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alfo how much you &Tour our repuMtidn and dignity : 
for which we return our moft cordial thanks to your 
majefl^, as juftly you have knerited from us. As for . 
the Viftory which God has given, moft fortunate, to 
our united forces againft our enemies, we rejoice with 
your majefty for it ; and that our people in that battle 
were not wanting to your aiBftance, nor the military 
glory of their anceftors, nor their own priftine for- 
titude, is moft grrteful to us. As for Dunkirk, which, 
as your majefty wrote, you were in hopes was near fur* 
render : it is a great addition to our joy, to hear from 
your majefty fuch fpeedy tidings, that if is abfolutely 
now in your victorious hands ; and we hope moreover, 
that the lofs of one city will not fuiEce to repay the 
twofold treachery of the Spaniard, but that your ma- 
jefty will in a (hort time write us the welcome news of 
the furrender alfo of the other town. As to your pro- 
mife, that you will take care of our mterefts, we mif- 
truft it not in the leaft, upon the word of a moft excel* 
lent king, and our moft aflured friend, confirmed withal 
by your embaflador, the moft accompliflied duke of 
Crcqui. Laftly, we befeech Almighty God to profper 
your majefty and the affairs of France, both in peace 
and war. 

Wcftminfter, June—, 1658. 

Oliver, Proteftor of the Commonwealth of Enclah ih * 
&c.,To the moft Eminent Lord, Cardinal Mazarini. 

Moft Eminent Lord, 

WHILE we are returning thanks to the moft ferene 
king, who to honour and congratulate us, as alfo to 
intermix his joy with ours for the late glorious viftory, 
has fent a fplendid embafly to our court ; we ftiould be 
ungrateful, (hould we not alfo by our letters, pay our 
due acknowledgments to vour eminency ; who, to tef- 
tify your goodwill towards us, and how much you 
make it your ftudy to do us all the honour which lies 
within your power, have fent your nephew to us, a: 

moft 
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fiioft excellent and moft accomf^iflied youtig gentlenun; 
and if yotf had any nearer relatfon, or any perfbn whom 
you Tallied more, would hare fent him more efpecially 
' to us» as you declare in your letters ; adding withal the 
teaibn^ which> comii^ trcMtn (o gnat a peHbnage, we 
deem no fmall advantage to our praife and ornament; 
that is to fay, to the end that they, who are moft nearly 
lebted to your eminency in blood, might leam to imi- 
tate your eminency^ in (howing refpeft and honour to 
our perfim. And we would have it not to be their 
ineaneft ftrife to follow your example of civility^ aui« 
dour» and friendlhip to us; fince there are not more 
coiifpiCuous examples of extraordinary prudence and 
virtue to be imitated than in your eminency; firom 
whence they may learn with equal renown to govern 
kingdoms, and manage the moft important afliUrs of the 
world. Which that your enunency may long and hap- 
pily adminifter, to the profperity of the Whole realm of 
France^ tb the common good oi the whole thriftian re- 
|mblic> and your own glory, we (hall never be wantii^ 
ID our prayers to implore. 

Your excellency's moft afTeAiohate. 
From our coxirt at Whitehall, June — , 1658. 

Olivsr, Proteftor of the Commonwealth of Ekgland, 
Ac, To the moft Serene and Potent Prince, Charles 
GusTAVus, King of the Swedes, Goths, ind VaK- 

Moft Serene and Potent Prince, our deareft 
Confederate and Friend ; 

AS often as we behold the bufy counfels, and various 
artifices of the common enemies of religion, (b . ofteii 
do we revolve in our minds , how neceflary it woxild be, 
and how much for the iafety of the chriftiah world, 
that the ptoteftant princes, and moft eipccially your nuf- 
jefty, (hould be united with our republic in a moft 
ftfid^ and folemn confederacy. Which how ardently 
and zealoufly it has been foi^^t by ourfelves» how ac- 
ceptable 



ceptabk it woold have been to us, if 0111S9 and tli^ 
amirs of Swedelaad, had been in that poltufe and coq« 
dition, if the (aid lea^e could have been (acitdly coih 
eluded to the good liking ci both, and diat the onei 
could have been a feafonable fuccour to the other, we 
dedoi^d to your embafladors, when firft they entered 
ilQto treaty with us upon this fubieft. Nor were thev 
wanting in their duty \ but the uune prudence wluch 
tiiey were wont to (how in other thmg^ the fiune wif« 
dom and fedulity they made known in diis affidr. But 
fuch was the perfidioufnefs of our wicked and reftlefi 
countrymen at home, who» being often received intti 
our protedion, ceafed not however to machinate new 
difturbances, and to reidime their formerly often fru& 
trated and ctiffipated confpiracies with our enenues the 
Spaniards, that being altogether taken up with theprc^ 
(ervation of ourfelves from furroundii^; dangers^ wo 
could not bend our whole care, and our entire forces^ 
as we wiflied we could have done» to defend the comf* 
mon caufc of religion. Neverthelefs what lay in our 
power we have already zcaloufly performed : and whaU 
ever for the future may conduce to your majefly^s iih 
teiefts> we Ihall not <mly (how ooriehes willing, but 
induibious to carry on, in union with your majefty^ 
upon all occafions. In the mean time we mofl ^ad^ 
congratulate your majefty*s viftories, mod prudently 
and courageouily achieved, and in our daily prayecs 
implore Almighty God long to continue to your ma^ 
It^ a fleady courie of conqueft and felicity, to the 
glory of his name. 

• 

From our court at Whitehall, June — ^ i658« 

Olivbr, Protedor of the Commonwealth of EiroLAim^ 
&c.. To the moft Sereiie Prince^ the King of Y<a^ 

TUGAL. 



Moft Serene King, our Friend and Confederate ; 

JOHN BUFFIELD, of London, n^erchant, has fet 
forth in a petition to usj that in the year 16491 he de- 
livered 
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livercd certain goods to Anthony, John, and Manuel 
Ferdinando Calico, merchants in Tamiray to the end 
that after they had fold them, they might give him a 
juft account, according to the cuftom of merchants: 
after which, in his voyage for England, he fell into the 
hands of pirates ; and being plundered by them, re- 
ceived no fmall damage. Upon this news, Anthony 
and Manuel, believing he had been killed, prefently 
' looked upon the goods as their own, and ftill detaia 
them in their hands, refufing to come to any account ; 
covering this fraud of theirs with a fequeftration of 
Englilh goods, ' that foon after enfued. So that he was 
forced the laft year, in the middle of winter, to return 
to Portugal and demand his goods, but all in vain. 
For that the faid John and Anthony could by no feir 
means be perfuaded, either to deliver the {aid goods, or 
come to any account ; and which is more to be admired, 
juftified their private detention of the goods by the 
public attainder. Finding therefore that being a gran- 
ger, he (hould get nothing by contending with the in« 
. habitants of Tamira in their own country, he betook 
himfelf for juftice to your majefly : humbly demanded 
the judgment of the confervator, appoint^ to deter* 
mine the caufes of the Englifli ; but was fent back to 
the cognizance of that court, from which he had ap- 
pealed^ Which though in itfelf not unjuft, yet feeing 
it is evident, that the merchants of Tamira make an ill 
ufe of your public edift to juftify their own private co- 
zenage, we make it our earned requieft to your majefty, 
that according to your wonted clemency you would 
rather refer to the confervator, being the proper judge 
in thefc cafes, the caufe of this poor man afflifted by 
many cafualties, and reduced to utmoft poverty; to 
the end he may recover the remainder of his fortunes 
fiom the faithlcfs partnerlhip of thofe people. Which 
when you rightly underftand the bufinefs^ we make no 
queftion, but will be no lefs pleafing to your inajefty to 
' fee done, than to ourfclveS. From our court at Wcft^ 
• niinfler, Aug* 1658, 
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To the moft Serene Prince, Leopold^ Archduke of 
Austria, Governor of the Low Countries under 
Philip King of Spain. 

Moft Serene Lord, 

CHARLES Haibord, knight, has fet forth in his peti- 
tion to us that having fent certain goods and houfehold- 
ftuff out of Holland to Bruges under your jurifdiftion, 
he is in great danger of having them arretted out of his 
hands by force and violence. For that thofe goods were 
fent him out of England in the year 1643, by the earl of 
Suffolk, for whom he (lood bound in a great fum of 
money, to the end he might have wherewithal to fatisfy 
himfelf, (hould he be compelled to pay the debt. Which 
goods are now in the pofleffion of Richard Greenville, 
knight, who broke open the doors of the place where 
they were in cuftody, and made a violent feizure of the 
fame, under pretence of we know not what due to him 
from Theophilus earl of Suffolk, by virtue of a certain 
decree of our court of chancery, to which thofe goods, 
as being the earl's, were juftly liable ; whereas by our 
laws, neither the earl now living, whofe goods they are, 
is bound by that decree, neither ought the goods to be 
(eized or detained; which the fentence of that court, 
now fent to your ferenity, together with thefc letters, 
pofitively declares and proves. Which letters the faid 
Charles Harbord has defired of us, to the end we would 
make it our reaueftto yourliighnefs, that the faid goods' 
may be forthwith difcharged from the violent feizure, 
and no lefs unjufl: adion of the faid Richard Greenville, 
in regard it is apparently againft the cuflom and law of 
nations, that any perfon (hould be allowed the liberties 
to fue in a foreign jurifdidion upon a plaint, wherein he 
can have no relief in the country where the caufe of 
a&ion firft arofe. Therefore the reafon of juftice itfelf, 
and your far celebrated equanimity encouraged us to 
recommend this caufe to your bighneis ; afluring your 

highnefiry 
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jbighnefs, that whenever any difpute (hall happen in our 
^urts concerning the rights and properties of your 
people, you (hall ever find us ready and quick in our 
xetums of fiivour. Wcftminfter — 

Your highnefs' s mo(t affeftionate, 

OuvtXy Protedor of the Common- 
wealth of England. 
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